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INTROOUCTION

One who teaches another is engaged in a noble profes-
sion; but one who teaches another about the life and teach-
ings of the Master is engaged in a sacred work. It is the
privilege of the teacher to invite the student to step upon
hallowed ground as they learn of their Redeemer and
Savior.

This instructor’s guide contains two separate studies
under one cover. The first part is designed to assist the
students in developing a personal, intimate relationship
with their Savior. The latter explores the dynamic world of
the early apostles, while helping the student to understand
those Christlike qualities so essential to happiness and joy.

However, unlike many teaching manuals, this supple-
ment will not give the instructor a detailed outline and a
step-by-step set of instructions to guide him through each
lesson. No two classes in the Church are ever the same. The
needs, experiences, maturity, and responses of the students
will vary tremendously from situation to situation, from
location to location. Curriculum materials designed and
produced centrally can and should determine subject
matter to be taught and specific content areas that need
emphasis. But it is the teacher who has been given the stew-
ardship to determine how the materials are actually taught
in his classroom. He must prepare, adapt, and present the
materials so that they meet the needs of his particular set-
ting and students. Thus, this teacher’s supplement and the
course materials have been designed to prepare teachers for
lessons rather than lessons for teachers.

The Lord has not left the teacher without special aid in
the fulfilling of his stewardship. Two important guidelines
for those who teach the gospel are given in the scriptures.

1. Teach by the Spirit, In D&C 42:14, the Lord said:
“And the Spirit shall be given unto you by the prayer of
faith; and if ye receive not the Spirit ye shall not teach.” A
few months later, the Lord made it clear how important
this qualification is. “Verily I say unto you, he that is
ordained of me and sent for to preach the word of truth by

the Comforter, in the Spirit of truth, doth he preach it by
the Spirit of truth or some other way? And if it be by some
other way it is not of God.” (D&C 50:17, 18.)

Who can, of himself, discern the spiritual problems, the
emotional needs, and the mental readiness of every student
that sits before him each day? Such a task is beyond human
ability. But the Spirit has that capability and can direct the
responsive teacher to say things or use a story or make a
special emphasis that will touch the heart of a student in
particular need. One of the thrills of gospel teaching is to
have a student come, sometimes after much time has
elapsed, and say, “I was fasting and praying for an answer,
and what you said was the answer to my prayers.” The
imparting of special inspiration in answer to an individual’s
unspoken needs is not the only function of the Spirit. In
the daily experience of the classroom, only when the Holy
Ghost bears witness to what the teacher is saying will the
teaching have true spiritual impact. Without the Spirit we
fail.

2. Treasure up the words of life. The second injunc-
tion adds an important dimension to teaching by the Spirit.
One teacher was heard to say, “Well, I don’t have anything
prepared for today, so I guess I’ll go in and teach by the
Spirit.” He did not seem to understand the charge given by
the Lord when he said: “ .. . treasure up in your minds
continually the words of life, and it shall be given you in
the very hour that portion that shall be meted unto every
man.” (D&C 84:85.) Treasuring up the words of life con-
stitutes the most important part of a teacher’s preparation
and involves a consistent and substantive study of the
words of the Lord as given through his prophets. Elder
Joseph Fielding Smith summed it up thus:

“Treasuring up his word is far more than merely read-
ing it. To treasure it one must not only read and study, but
seek in humility and obedience to do the commandmnients
given, and gain the inspiration which the Holy Spirit will
impart.” (Doctrines of Salvation, 1:305.)



When such a program of personal preparation takes
place, then the teacher can and will be directed by the
Spirit of the Lord as he prepares and teaches each lesson.

The course materials for The Life and Teachings of
Jesus and His Apostles (including the student manual and
the instructor’s guide) have been designed to help you
treasure up the words of life so that you can more effec-
tively teach by the power of the Spirit. The diagram below
illustrates the materials available for both teacher and stu-
dent.

Course Texts for Religion 211-212

As in almost every course, the most important text for
Religion 211-212 will be the four standard works. In
addition, certain books, which are included in what is called
the “basic library,” are being made available to all teachers.
Thiswill give them the words of the modern prophets to
study as they prepare their lessons. Though the list may
vary in some areas or in some languages, the books listed
below will probably be included in the basic library.

In addition to the basic sources, there is a course
manual used by both the teacher and student and a teacher
supplement for the teacher exclusively. A description of the
materials found in the course manual is given in the intro-
duction of the manual itself. The teacher should study that
carefully before beginning the semester’s instruction.

The abbreviations in the left-hand column are used
throughout the teacher study guides of the teacher supple-
ment where reference is made to these books in the basic
library.

The Basic Library

CR Conference Reports, 1970 to the
present.
(Note: In languages other than
English, only talks by the First Presi-
dency, the Quorum of the Twelve, and
the Patriarch of the Church are
included.)

Teachings Teachings of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, compiled by Joseph Fielding
Smith

Discourses Discourses of Brigham Young, com-
piled by John A. Widtsoe

Gos. Doc. Gospel Doctrine, Joseph F. Smith

DS Doctrines of Salvation, Joseph Field-
ing Smith (3 vols.)

MofF The Miracle of Forgiveness, Spencer

W. Kimball
Jesus the Christ, James E. Talmage
Articles of Faith, James E. Talmage

Jesus the Christ
Aof F

The students should be encouraged to have the four stan-
dard works. The following diagram illustrates the materials
generally available for both teachers and students:

Basic Study Materials for All Courses

(For the Teacher)

=

The Standard Works The Basic Library

(For the Student)
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The Standard Works



Additional Materials for This Course

(For the Teacher)

S
The Life of Jesus ‘
and His Apostles r
The Life of Jesus
(Instructor’s Guide) and His Apostles
(Course
manual)
=

The Instructor’s Guide

Each lesson in the instructor’s guide consists of one
sheet printed on both sides. The first part provides a study
guide for the teacher; the second part, some suggestions of
methods that have been used by other teachers in present-
ing this lesson.

THEME

(For the Student)

The Life of Jesus
and His Apostles

(Course
manual)

First Part

Teacher Supplement
Title
THEME
THEME ANALYSIS
A.

l-_

In a brief sentence the objective of the lesson is
summarized. This provides the content theme that is to be
taught.

THEME ANALYSIS

1.

B.

1.
2

The theme is analyzed in a brief outline, providing
additional concepts supporting the basic lesson objective.

STUDY SOURCES
Course Manual

STUDY SOURCES
This portion of the guide contains study guidelines
which are divided into the following four categories: (1)
“Course Manual”—indicates where the reading assignment
relating to this lesson is found in the manual; (2) “Standard
Works”—indicates sources containing important references
from the scriptures which apply to the theme of this lesson;
(3) “Basic Library”—refers to books containing references
that provide in-depth information on the particular subject
matter area; (4) “Additional Sources”—lists enrichment
references which may be studied if they are available but
which are not absolutely essential to the presentation.
how the lesson is to be presented.

Standard Works

Basic Library

Additional Sources




Second Part

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION
The second part contains ideas suggested by other (Ideas Other Teachers Have Used)
teachers for presenting the lesson material. These sugges-
tions are not necessarily keyed to specific parts of the
lesson but are given to provide some ideas that may be use-
ful as you prepare your own lesson. The teacher should feel
free to adapt these suggestions to his own situation or to

develop and create methods of his own. In this way the _— O E]

lessons will be individualized to fit his own students. All
methods included here are only suggestive, and the teacher
should feel free to use only those he finds valuable. Teach-
ers should remember that this is not a sequential outline of
how the lesson is to be presented.

Rel. 211:

How to Use the Course Manual

A study of the life and teachings of Christ, containing
twenty-eight chapters for a one-semester (one and a half
quarters) course.

A study of the world of the early apostles, containing
twenty-eight chapters for a one-semester (one and a half
quarters) study. The Life and
Teachings

of Jesus
The Instructor’s Guide and and His

the Course Manual

Rel. 212:

Apostles
In every case, the lesson numbers of the instructor’s
guide correspond to the chapter numbers of the course (Course
manual. The themes are identical. Each quote or paragraph manual)
in the Study Resources has been given its own individual
number, such as 1-5 (the fifth reading in chapter one) or
13-2 (the second reading in chapter thirteen). Teachers may
wish to assign students readings other than those given to
students in the course manual. These numbers should make
it easier to make such assignments and to use the manual in U’,.

class.




Adapting the Course Materials 2. This New Testament study is made up of two parts,

to Quarter, Semester, or IS Use either of which can be used as a separate course for one

The majority of students in the Church Educational semester or one quarter, However, if used together, they
System are on a semester system, although many students would occupy a full year’s study (two semesters or three
are on a quarter system, and still others participate in quarters). (See dia_gram above.) )
individual study programs where courses take a full year. 3. Teachers will note as they examine the lessons that
The following information should be helpful as teachers often some areas of content are more important than
adapt the materials to their situation: others. Some concepts are so important, for example, that

two or three lessons may be devoted to them.

1. The average semester provides approximately 4. The teacher should feel free to adapt the lessons to
twenty-eight sessions in which formal class instruction is his own time requirements, expanding some lessons into
given; the average quarter provides eighteen sessions. two or more sessions if necessary or combining two or more
Individual study classes usually meet weekly for about eight lessons into one presentation.
months. With tests and other class activities, this gives IS 5. The following adaptation schedule could be used to
students from twenty-eight to thirty class meetings. teach a one-quarter course.
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“1 AM ThE WAy~

THEME

The way to exaltation and eternal joy is found only in and
through the Savior, Jesus Christ.

THEME ANALYSIS

A. The Savior taught, “I am the way, the truth, and the

life.” (John 14:6.)

1. The Savior, as the Son of God, showed the way by
which all others can become the sons and
daughters of God.

2. The Savior is not only the revealer of truth, but he
is the truth.

3. The Savior is the agent through which real life and
power is given to man, bringing rebirth and eventu-
ally eternal life.

B. All the prophets and holy men of all ages have borne
witness that Jesus was indeed the Son of God, the Sav-
ior of the world.

C. The modern disciple of the Lord can also know for
himself that Jesus is the Christ.
1. Tocome to this knowledge, the student must live
the gospel.
2. Ashe lives the gospel, he will come to know the
Savior and gain eternal life.

STUDY SOURCES
Course Manual

General introduction and chapter 1, “I Am the Way”
(Note: Chapter 29 serves as the introduction for 212 for
those on the semester or quarter system. Individual study
teachers should use lesson 1 to introduce the whole course.)

Standard Works

John 17:3. What is the only way eternal life may be gained?

1 John 5:20. What major understanding did Christ give his
disciples?

D&C 132:24, 25. For what two reasons do many fail to
obtain eternal life?

1 Nephi 19:7, 10; Mosiah 15:1. Who is the Savior?

Mosiah 7:27, 28. For what testimony did Abinadi suffer
death?

John 14:6. How does the Savior describe himself and his
mission?

Ephesians 2:18; John 1:16-18; John 11:25; D&C 88:1-13,
50. How is He the way, the truth and the light?

Acts 4:11, 12; Mosiah 3:17. Can man be saved any other
way?

Basic Library

Jesus the Christ, pp. 1-5. What are the specific teachings of
the Church about the Savior?
DS, 1:18-37. How many may see and know Christ?

Additional Sources

(Note: The following books are excellent resources for the
teacher of the New Testament. Many are not works by
Latter-day Saints, but they are among the best of conserva-
tive scholarship and are written with feeling and insight for
the Savior. Generally these will not be cited in other places
in this manual.)

Clarke, Adam. The Holy Bible ... A Commentary and
Critical Notes, 6 vols.

Dummelow, J. R., ed. A Commentary on the Holy Bible.
New York: Macmillan Co., 1930.

Alexander, David and Alexander, Pat, eds. Eerdman’s Hand-
book to the Bible. Berkhamsted, Herts, England: Zion
Publishing Co., 1973.

McConkie, Bruce R. Doctrinal New Testament Commen-
tary. 3 vols. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1965-73.

Smith, William. Smith’s Bible Dictionary. rev. ed. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1948.

Clark, J. Reuben, Jr. Qur Lord of the Gospels. Salt Lake
City: Deseret Book Co., 1954.

Edersheim, Alfred. The Life and Times of Jesus the
Messiah. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdman Publishing
Co., 1967.

Farrar, Frederic W. The Life of Christ. Portland, Oregon:
Fountain Publications, 1964.

McKay, David O. The Ancient Apostles. Salt Lake City:
Deseret Book Co., 1964.



Matthews, Robert J., A Burning Light: The Life and Minis-
try of John the Baptist. Provo, Utah: Brigham Young
University Press, 1972.

Conybeare, W. J. and Howson, J. S. The Life and Epistles
of Saint Paul. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdman Publish-
ing Co., n.d.

Goodwin, Frank J. A Harmony of the Life of St. Paul.
Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1964.

Matthews, Robert J. Unto All Nations: A Guide to the
Book of Acts and Writings of Paul. Salt Lake City:
Deseret Book, 1975.

Sperry, Sidney B. Paul’s Life and Letters. Salt Lake City:
Bookcraft, 1955.

Media Suggestions
Cassette tape (President David O. McKay), Make Jesus Your
Ideal (1:15)
SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION
(Ideas Other Teachers Have Used)

“And This Is Life Eternal. .. ”

Since eternal life is conditional on knowing the Father and
the Son, a discussion could be based on these questions:

What does it mean to know the Savior? and Is it good enough

merely to know about him and believe that he lived?

Peter knew the Savior and explained those blessings which

are received by those who come to know him. (See 2 Peter
1:2-4.) Note: Do not get into the subject Calling and Elec-

tion, since this topic is covered during the course of

study.

The teacher may wish to use word analysis to emphasize
what Peter meant by knowledge. Using this method the
teacher selects a key word and explains its meaning, or has
the class suggest meanings and ramifications, and then puts
the word into its scriptural context to emphasize the point
of the scripture. In this case the word knowledge is trans-
lated from the Greek epignoseos rather than the usual
gnosis (i.e., to know). Gnosis denotes to know about some-
thing, while epignoseos denotes knowledge based on experi-
ence or close association with something. By what does
Peter say peace and grace come to an individual? In
Matthew 7:23 of the Inspired Version, what is the signifi-
cance of the change from “I never knew you™ to “You
never knew me”’?

To Know the Savior Rather Than
Know About the Savior

As one lives worthily he receives the Spirit, through which
he comes to understand and know the Savior. Therefore,
learning about the Savior is important because it shows

10

what one should do. As one does what the Savior did he
receives the Spirit, and as he does so he knows the Lord.
This concept could be stressed by writing the word follow
on the chalkboard and then asking the class, What did Jesus
do that you can do? and noting the responses on the board.
These could include baptism, reception of the Holy Ghost,
kindness, feeding the hungry, and so forth. What is the
result of following the Savior? (Answer: We come to know
him.)

Those Who Followed Him

Knew He Was the Way

The instructor could develop the concept of the power of
the testimony of those who knew Christ by comparing and
contrasting the various features of the Gospels with one
another. The material in chapter 1 could be used, or other
sources could be used if the instructor has access to them.
The point of the discussion could focus on the testimony,
the absolute conviction, of the writers that Jesus was the
Christ. To emphasize the point, the teacher could select
passages from the Gospels and the other works of the New
Testament and have the students read them. The following
scriptures are suggestions: Matthew 1:1, 23; Mark 1:1;
Luke 1:31, 32; John 3:16, 17; Acts 1:1-3; Romans 1:1-4; 1
Corinthians 1:4-7; Galatians 1:3-5; James 2:1; 1 Peter
1:1-5; 1 John 5:20; Jude 24-25; Revelation 1:1-3. The
teacher may wish to use others.

He Who Does the Will Shall Know

the Source of the Doctrine

The teacher may wish to review with the students the first
two paragraphs in the general introduction to the course
and readings 1-2, 1-3 in chapter 1. By using the student
manual, its importance is emphasized and the students’
interest in reading is heightened.

The responsibility ot gaining a testimony belongs to the
students. Does one generally have to sacrifice and pay a
price for material riches? What is the price? Does one have
to sacrifice and pay a price for spiritual riches? What is the
price? In the judgment, is there any advantage to having
had material riches? Of having spiritual riches?

“But let me explain again, the highest of all ideals are the
teachings and particularly the life of Jesus of Nazareth, and
that man is most truly great who is most Christlike.

“What you sincerely in your heart think of Christ will
determine what you are, will largely determine what your
acts will be. No person can study this divine personality,
can accept his teachings without becoming conscious of an
uplifting and refining influence within himself.” (David O.
McKay in CR, Apr. 1951, p. 93. Italics added.)

How is this statement exemplified in the lifes of such
people as Peter, Paul, Mary, Martha, Joseph Smith?
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THE PROMISED
MESSIAD

THEME

Jesus was chosen from before the foundation of the world
to be the Christ, the Anointed One, and his coming was
heralded by all the prophets from the beginning.

THEME ANALYSIS

A.  Jesus was the firstborn spirit child of our eternal
parents; and because he was like God in the pre-earth
world, he was chosen as the Savior.

B. Acting under the Father’s direction, Jesus was the great
Creator of the world, and he is the God of the Old
Testament.

C. All the prophets of all the ages have identified the com-
ing of Christ, the promised Messiah, as the greatest
event of all time.

STUDY SOURCES

New Testament Reading Assignment
Luke 1:1-18; John 1:1-18; John 17:1-5
Course Manual

Chapter 2, “The Promised Messiah”
Standard Works

John 17:3-5, 24; 6:38, 51-58. In what way does Jesus
testify of his premortal existence?

John 1:1, 2, 14; Colossians 1:14, 15. What further informa-
tion do these references give concerning the Savior’s
pre-earth life?

Revelation 13:8; 1 Peter 1:18-20. Jesus was the Lamb of
God, slain from before the foundation of the world.
Hebrews 1:1-9. Who is the Anointed One, who was
foreordained from the beginning and called a God?

Abraham 3:22-26. Who was like unto God?

John 1:3, 10; Moses 1:31-35; 7:30. How vast are the crea-
tions of the Savior?

Exodus 3:1-16; 6:1-3; John 8:56-59. What is the signifi-
cance of these passages as they relate to the godhood
of Jesus?

1 Corinthians 10:1-10. Who was the God of ancient Israel?
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1 Nephi 10:4, 5; Mosiah 3:4-10. Were the prophets specific
in their predictions of the promised Messiah?

Jacob 7:9-11. How many of the prophets have testified of
the coming of Christ?

Basic Library

A of F, pp. 465-73. Jesus, the firstborn of God, was and is
Jehovah.

Teachings, p. 181. Jesus appointed as Savior of the world.

DS, 1:18-37. An overview of gospel doctrine about the
Savior.

Bruce R. McConkie in CR, Apr. 1972, pp. 133-35. A
powerful testimony of the position and importance of
Christ.

Jesus the Christ, pp. 6-16. The premortal existence of
Christ.

Additional Sources

Marion G. Romney, “Jesus Christ: Lord of the Universe,”
Improvement Era, Nov. 1968, pp. 46-49.

Ensign (front inside cover), Dec. 1973. This scriptural study
of the many names of the Savior gives a grand overview
of his all-inclusive mission.

Media Suggestions

Transparency, The Son of God Was Creator of All Things

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION
(Ideas Other Teachers Have Used)

Blackboard Presentation
and Discussion

The teacher may wish to place a large picture of the Savior
on the board with the scripture John 17:3, and then ask
this question: Why is it so important to know the truth
about Jesus? Following this, three main columns could be
drawn under the picture as follows. A discussion of the
scriptures with the students could be helpful. (The scrip-
tures given are only a sampling, and the teacher may wish
to add to or change them.)



John 17:3

Jesus’ Premortal Jesus, God of the Emmanuel—
Foreordination Old Testament God with Us
Hebrews 1:1-9 1 Corinthians 10: Matthew 1:23
Abraham 3:24-27 1-9 Matthew 8:
Others Exodus 6:1-3 25-27
John 8:56-59 Others
Others

As we study the New Testament whom do we really learn
about? (See John 20:27-31.)

Scripture and Transparency Exercise

Using the overhead transparencies (1,2, 3, ) included in
the media kit, the teacher might develop an interesting dis-
cussion of the role of the Savior as Creator. The teacher
could have the students ponder Moses 1:31-33; then he
could show and discuss transparencies 20,32, and . (A
review of President J. Reuben Clark’s talk “Who Is This
Man That We Worship?” in section 1 of the course manual
may also be appropriate.)
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3

“the SON OF
The €TERNAL FACheR”

THEME

It is important that we know that Jesus Christ is literally
the Son of the Eternal Father and that he had to overcome
the trials and vicissitudes of mortal life.

THEME ANALYSIS

A. Because Jesus is the Only Begotten Son of the Father
in the flesh, he inherited power which enabled him to
break the bands of death.

1. Because Jesus was born of Mary, he inherited the
capability to die.

2. Because of his divine birth, Jesus had power to
suffer more than man can suffer, including the
capability to suffer the pains of all mankind.

B. As Joseph Smith taught, Jesus was born with a veil of
forgetfulness common to all whoare born to earth, but
even as a child he had all the intelligence necessary to
enable him to govern the kingdom of the Jews (see
source under Basic Library), because he overcame the
veil and came into communication with his Heavenly
Father.

C. Through the Spirit, we must gain for ourselves the
knowledge that Jesus is divine.

STUDY SOURCES

New Testament Reading Assignment

Matthew 1, 2; Luke 1, 2

Course Manual

Chapter 3, “The Son of the Eternal Father”

Standard Works

1 Nephi11:14-17. What did Nephi learn about the “‘con-
descension of God?

Luke 1:28-35; 1 Nephi 11:18-20; Alma 7:10. Who was the
father of Jesus?
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John 5:26. What powers did Jesus inherit from God the
Father?

Mosiah 3:7, 8. Jesus inherited from Mary the capacity to
suffer what?

Alma 34:10-14. What kind of sacrifice was required for the
Atonement?

Luke 2:46, 47. Who was teaching whom in the temple?

John 8:28; 12:49. Why was Jesus able to give answers that
would astonish the wise men of his nation?

Basic Library

Jesus the Christ, p. 81. What does this statement contribute
to our understanding of the birth of Jesus?

Discourses, p. 50. This describes what relationship between
the Father and Jesus?

Teachings, pp. 187-88. How did Jesus have the power to
overcome the world?

Jesus the Christ, pp. 103-4; Harold B. Lee in CR, Apr.
1973, p. 4. What do we know about the date of Jesus’
birth?

Jesus the Christ, pp. 85-87. What may have contributed to
the desire of the leaders of the Sanhedrin to have Jesus
killed?

Teachings, p. 261. Why was John raised in the wilderness?

DS, 1:32-33. How much knowledge and understanding did
Jesushave at the time of his birth?

Gos. Doc., p. 68. How did Jesus gain the fulness of knowl-
edge that he eventually received?

Discourses, p. 26. How much of the fulness of knowledge
that Jesus has did he receive from his Father?

Teachings, p. 392. How much understanding had Jesus received

from his Father by the age of twelve?

DS, 1:18-37. What help in understanding the divine sonship
of Jesus can be found in this chapter? (Note particular-
ly a clarification from the Inspired Version, found on
page 32.)

Additional Sources

Marion G. Romney, “Jesus the Christ: Lord of the Uni-
verse,” Improvement Era, Nov. 1968, pp. 46-49.



SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION
(Ideas Other Teachers Have Used)

Jesus Was the Only Begotten
of the Father in the Flesh (A
Discussion and Scripture Analysis)

1 Nephi 11:16-18. What does the word condescend mean?
In what way did the Father condescend to be the father of
a mortal woman’s son?

Alma 34:10-14. What is the relationship between the divine
birth of Jesus and his power to perform the Atonement?

Jesus’ Father Jesus’ Mother

(From him Jesus received
the power of immortality,
which is the power to live
indefinitely.)

(From her Jesus received
the capacity to die.)

Jesus

(Jesus was the only being
who had the power to die
and the power to take up
his body again.)

Discussion and Scripture Analysis

Analyze the following scriptural passages with the students,
focusing on the testimony of each person.

Mark 14:61, 62. Whose testimony is contained in these
verses? Under what conditions did this testimony find
expression? What is the significance of this testimony?

1 Corinthians 2:4, 5, 11, 14. How can the most effective
testimony of the divine sonship of Jesus be obtained? Does
the kind of life we may be living have anything to do with
our success in obtaining such a testimony?

Continue with such references as Matthew 3:17;17:5
Nephi 11:18-21; John 20:13; Luke 1:32.

What is the relationship between testimony and this warn-
ing by Elder Heber C. Kimball?
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“The time will come when no man or woman will b e able
to endure on borrowed light. Each will have to be guided
by thelight within themselves. If you do not have the
knowledge that Jesus is the Christ, how can you stand?”
(As cited by J. Golden Kimball in CR, Oct. 1930, p. 60.)

The Significance of the Virgin Birth
(A Discussion and Chalkboard Diagram)

The teacher might wish to point out that many people in
the Christian world want to believe in Jesus, but only as a
great human being, only as a great man. They feel uncom-
fortable about the concept of the miraculous, virgin birth.
Yet if this is denied, all of the Atonement must be rejected
as well. It was the inheritance that came from a mortal
mother and a divine Father that made the Atonement
possible. The following paragraphs could be used to illus-
trate this:

If Jesus had been born of two mortal parents, then—

1. Hecould not have had the power to overcome death.
2. He could not have endured the infinite pain and suffer-
ing of Gethsemane. (See Jesus the Christ, p. 613.)

3. He would have sinned and thus, like all other men,
been under the demands of the law of justice.

If Jesus had been born of two divine parents, then—

1. He would not have died; he would have been immortal.

2. He would have been impervious to physical pain and
suffering and so would not have been able to experi-
ence the physical pain and agony of the Garden.

3. He would not have been subject to the temptation and
the opportunity to sin.

But, Jesus was born of a divine parent and a mortal parent;

therefore—

1. He had power to die and to rise again. The sons of
Joseph and Mary could not do that.

2. He had capability to suffer like man but could endure
much more than man. The sons of Joseph and Mary
could not do that.



THEME

John the Baptist held the keys of Elias as the forerunner of
the Lord and was a witness to His faithfulness to the Father
in all things.

THEME ANALYSIS

A. John the Baptist was sent to prepare the way for the

ministry of the Savior.

1. John was an Elias with keys to prepare for the
kingdom of God.

2. ‘John’s ministry included his witness that Jesus was

the Christ, the Lamb of God.

The Lord sought out John to be baptized of him
because he held the priesthood authority.

Christ was totally obedient to the Father.

1. He showed his subjection to the Father’s will by
being baptized.

2. He resisted all temptation and maintained his sin-
lessness.

STUDY SOURCES
New Testament Reading Assignement

Matthew 3:1-17 4:1-11; Mark 1:1-13; Luke 3:1-23; 4:1-13;
John 1:14-51; 2:1-12.

Course Manual
Chapter 4, “Behold the Lamb of God”
Standard Works

D&C 84:27, 28. What specific keys did John hold as an
Elias?

2 Nephi 31:4-10. In what four ways did Christ fulfill all
righteousness?

Hebrews 5:8, 9. How did Christ learn what was necessary to
be totally obedient?

Hebrews 2:17, 18; 3:12-15. Why can Christ succor and
strengthen the tempted?

D&C 93:11-17. In what way did Christ receive a fulness of
the glory of God?

4

- "Bebold the
LAMB OF GOO”
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Basic Library

Teachings, pp. 318-19. Why did John’s mission include the
overthrow of the kingdom of the Jews?

Teachings, pp. 275-76. Why did Jesus describe John as
being least in the kingdom of heaven?

Teachings, p. 336. In what way was John’s mission limited?

Teachings, pp. 271-73. Did John actually hold the keys of
the kingdom of God?

Teachings, pp. 265-66. Can men also fulfill all righteousness
by being baptized?

Discourses, pp. 80-82. Why is it a blessing to be tempted?

DS, 1:161, 171-72, 194-95. How was John the head of a
dispensation?

Jesus the Christ, pp. 121-52. Why did Christ retire into the
wilderness after baptism?

DS, 1:172. What is an Elias?

DS, 2:107-10. How was John an Elias?

Additional Sources

John Taylor, Mediation and Atonement, pp. 9-10. How was
Christ’s baptism a foreshadowing of Gethsemane?

David O. McKay in CR, Apr. 1967, pp. 84-85. How did
Christ gain strength to overcome Satan?

David O. McKay in CR, Apr. 1960, p. 27. How were
Christ’s temptations symbolic of all mankind?

Media Suggestions

Transparencies, There Are Several Meanings to the Word
Elias; Jesus’ Temptations Were Not Unlike Man’s
Temptations; Matthew 4:1, 2, Inspired Version.

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION
(Ideas Other Teachers Have Used)

(Note: The instructor could feature either or both the
ministry of John the Baptist and the obedience of Christ.
He should not develop the doctrine o fbaptism except to
demonstrate the Savior’s willingness to do the Father’s will
in all things. Nor should the purpose and place of miracles be
developed, since these concepts are treated later in this
course of study.)



The Importance of the Transitional
Ministry of John the Baptist

The following diagram could be used to emphasize the criti-
cal position held by John at this special crossroads in his-
tory: the last of the old prophets and the first of the new;
the one chosen to herald the ending of the old and the
beginning of the new covenant.

New Covenant
JESUS CHRIST

New Testament
apostles and prophets

0ld Covenant
JEHOVAH

0ld Testament
prophets

Under the left side of the diagram the instructor may wish to
list those preachments of John which show the ending of

the old order, and under the right side he could list those
teachings which show John’s declaration of the beginning

of a new order.

The Importance and Need
for a Forerunner

The instructor could lead into the material by asking stu-
dents to suppose that the political head of another country
wanted to visit your city. What preparations would need to
be made in anticipation of his coming? (Assessment of
unfriendly influences, security, publicity, schedule, defini-
tion of goals and purposes to be accomplished, people to be
met with, and so forth.) These advance preparations would
be carried out by representatives of the foreign leader. In a
similar manner, in anticipation for the mortal visit of Jesus
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Christ to the earth, advance preparations were made by an
appointed representative, or forerunner, John the Baptist.
The instructor could then ask the following question: Since
Christ himself was such a dynamic and powerful person,
why did he need a forerunner? Student responses could be

listed on the chalkboard.

The Temptations of the Lord as
a Type of All Mankind

Some aspects of the temptations of the Lord are unique to
his special calling and ministry; but in general, his tempta-
tions are typical of those which all people face. (See 1
Corinthians 10:13.) The instructor may wish to devel