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Preface

The Importance of Studying the Old Testament

The Old Testament has greatly influenced many
people down through time. Even today the roots of
three of the world’s greatest religions—Christianity,
Islam, and Judaism—are firmly planted in the
richness of its soil. Except for those to whom the
books were originally written, their messages are
perhaps of greater value to those living in the
dispensation of the fulness of times than to any
other people. And they are especially valuable to
Latter-day Saints.

Some of the lessons and insights that make a
careful study of the Old Testament’s contents not
only meaningful but critical are—

1. The testimony of the existence of God.

2. The history of the beginnings of mankind as
a divine race placed on the earth for eternal, divine
purposes.

3. The importance of establishing a covenant
relationship with God.

4. The history and purpose of the establishment
of the elect lineage through which the priesthood
would be restored in the last days.

5. The development of that law upon which most
civil and criminal laws would be built.

6. The knowledge that God intervenes directly in
the lives of men and nations and that through Him
many are divinely led, directed, and protected.

7. The consequences of disobedience and rebellion
against God and His laws.

8. The baseness of any form of idolatry and the
commandments of the Lord against it.

9. The need to endure, even through suffering
and pain.

10. The way by which the Saints can escape the
major destructions of the last days.

11. The greatness and dreadfulness of the day
when the Lord will come in His glory.

12. The testimony that the God of the Old
Testament is Jesus Christ and that He came to earth
to free men from death and make it possible for men
to be freed from sin and thus return to the presence
of God the Father.

The gems in the book were meant to be enjoyed.
Those whose works are recorded in the Bible
were anxious that their message be clear and
comprehensible. Through time, translation, and
corruption, part of that clarity has been obscured.
Fortunately for Latter-day Saints, much of this clarity
has been restored by (1) inspired commentary of
modern prophets; (2) the guidance of the Holy Ghost;
and (3) the revelation of the fulness of the gospel
in the other standard works, especially the Book
of Mormon.

What Should Be the Goal or Purpose in Taking This
Course of Study?

To Israel Moses declared, “Unto thee it was
shewed, that thou mightest know that the Lord he is
God; there is none else beside him” (Deuteronomy
4:35). This course of study is designed to give you
the opportunity to come to know the God of the Old
Testament in an intimate, personal, and powerful
way. He is our Redeemer, and our goal for this
course should be to be able to declare as did Job:
“For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth” (Job
19:25). In the pages of the Old Testament we see the
premortal Jesus working with our Heavenly Father’s
children to save them. From these accounts we can
learn much about how to come unto Christ. Moses
summed up the process with these significant words:
“If . . . thou shalt seek the Lord thy God, thou shalt
find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with
all thy soul” (Deuteronomy 4:29). What greater goal
could we seek?

How May This Goal Be Reached Most Effectively?

Through the prophet Jeremiah the Lord declared,
“My people have committed two evils; they have
forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and
hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can
hold no water” (Jeremiah 2:13). Cisterns, as sources
of reserve water supply, were extremely important to
the ancients, for it was on these that they could rely
to preserve themselves against the uncertainties of
nature. Cisterns were carved out of rock. On occasion
the rock would prove full of fissures and unable to
hold water. Using this fact as a metaphor, the Lord
brought two accusations against Israel. The first
was their lack of trust in Him. Jehovah, as the spring
of living water, could always be relied upon, but
ancient Israel hewed new cisterns for themselves;
that is, they turned to other sources for spiritual life
and power. Second, these new cisterns could preserve
the Spirit no better than a fractured cistern could hold
water. Thus, Israel was like people in a drought who
ignored the cistern that held sufficient reserves to
help them and trusted instead in sources that could
provide nothing.

Each chapter in this manual is designed to help
you find the true source of living water—Jesus Christ.
In the Old Testament this source is the Lord, and your
purpose is to come to know Him better.

Each lesson has a designated reading assignment
from the Old Testament. This assignment will be
the core of your study and should be read carefully
while you are studying each lesson. This manual
(Religion 301) covers approximately one-half of the



Old Testament, from Genesis through 2 Samuel,
including excerpts from Psalms. The rest of the
Old Testament will be covered in the manual for
Religion 302.

The course is not designed to have you read every
chapter of this part of the Old Testament. After you
complete the parts assigned in the reading blocks,
however, you will have read the greater part and
acquired the skills necessary to understand the rest on
your own. Combined with sincere prayer, scripture
study can become the source of personal revelation
and an avenue to increased spiritual power in your
daily life. It is the way to come to the cistern that will
quench your thirst, the one filled with living water.

Why a Student Manual?

Some parts of the ancient scriptures are not easily
understood by today’s students. Even the Jews who
returned from exile (around 500 B.C.) found it
necessary to have assistance. The Bible records that
Ezra the scribe “caused the people to understand the
law. . .. So they [the scribes] read in the book in the
law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused
[the people] to understand the reading.” (Nehemiah
8:7-8.) Although their problem was primarily because
of a change in language, the word of the Lord still
needed some explaining. So it is today. Corrupt texts,
archaic language, and a lack of understanding of the
doctrinal, historical, or geographical setting explain
some of the difficulty in reading and comprehending
the Old Testament. For these reasons this student
manual provides the following to assist you:

1. Background information to help you understand
the Middle Eastern world in which the prophets
declared their messages.

2. Background information about Old Testament
prophets as well as key contemporary political
figures.

3. Background information on many of the books
in the Old Testament.

4. Interpretive and prophetic commentary on the
most important passages and some of the difficult
passages.

5. A maps and charts section, which includes
helps to identify key geographical places, some of
the major activities of the prophets and the Israelites,
a time line for the events being studied, and modern
equivalents of ancient measurements.

How the Manual Is Organized

The twenty-eight chapters in the manual are
organized to correlate with the order of the books
as they are arranged in the Old Testament, except for
the book of Psalms. Since many of the psalms were
written by David, you will be asked to study them
immediately after you have finished your study of
the life of David.

Throughout the text you will find special
enrichment sections—seven in all—that are designed
to provide information to assist you in better
understanding the chapters that follow them.

vi

This manual should be used as a resource to help
you organize and get the most from your study of the
scriptural passages. The chapters are arranged as
follows:

1. A short introductory section that sets the stage
for the scriptures you will read.

2. Areading assignment.

3. A section of notes and commentary (primarily
from Church leaders) that will help with particularly
difficult passages.

4. A section of points to ponder that call your
attention to some of the major lessons of the part of
the Old Testament you are studying and gives you
the opportunity to thoughtfully consider how these
lessons can be applied in your life.

How to Use Your Student Manual

The basic text for this course is the Old Testament.
This student manual is not designed to replace your
reading of the scriptures nor can it be a substitute
for inspired guidance of the Holy Ghost as you seek
that guidance in humble prayer. Here are some
suggestions on how this student manual may most
profitably be used:

1. Before actually getting into the scriptures,
study the maps to get a feeling for the location of
various lands, areas, peoples, geographical features,
and cities. Then, throughout your study, refer back to
the maps as needed.

2. Read the reading assignment for each chapter.
The number of chapters you are asked to read for each
class period may vary according to your instructor’s
wishes and according to whether you are studying on
the semester, quarter, or individual study system.
Whatever system you are on, you will be asked to
complete the reading of the major part of the Old
Testament from Genesis to 2 Samuel and selected
psalms.

3. Study the enrichment sections as you come to
them. You will find that understanding the history,
geography, or doctrine explained in these sections
will help you better understand the scriptures as you
read them.

4. Read the notes and commentary on those
passages that are difficult to understand.

5. Complete the assignments in Points to Ponder
as directed by your instructor.

6. Use the indexes at the end of the manual in
locating a particular scripture, author, or subject.

Which Version of the Bible Should You Use in Your
Study of the Old Testament?

There are a large number of Bible translations now
in existence. The translation recommended for Latter-
day Saints has been clarified many times by Church
leaders. The following are examples of such counsel:

“None of these [other] translations surpasses the
King James version of the English Bible in beauty of
language and spiritual connotation, and probably in
faithful adherence to the text available to translators.
It is this version which is used by the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints in all of its official work both



at home and abroad. The literature of the Church
refers invariably to the King James translation. Other
translations are used by the Church only to help
explain obscure passages in the authorized version.”
(Widtsoe, Evidences and Reconciliations, 1:100-101.)

“This King James or Authorized Version, ‘as far as
it is translated correctly,” has been the version
accepted by this Church since it was organized”

(J. Reuben Clark, Jr., in Conference Report,
Apr. 1954, p. 38).

“The Official Bible of our Church is the King James
version” (Editorial, Church News, 14 Nov. 1970, p. 16).
This official recommendation does not mean that
the King James Version is a perfect translation. Elder
James E. Talmage gave a reason why there is not a

perfect translation:

“There will be, there can be, no absolutely reliable
translation . . . unless it be effected through the gift
of translation, as one of the endowments of the Holy
Ghost. The translator must have the spirit of the
prophet if he would render in another tongue the
prophet’s words; and human wisdom alone leads not
to that possession.” (Articles of Faith, p. 237.)

Such an effort to translate the Bible scriptures by
the power of the Holy Ghost was begun by the
Prophet Joseph Smith under the direction of, and at
the command of, the Lord (see D&C 45:60-61; 93:53).
The following is instructive information concerning
the status of the Joseph Smith Translation (formerly
called the Inspired Version) in the Church today:

“The Inspired Version [as it is called by its
publishers] does not supplant the King James Version
as the official church version of the Bible, but the
explanations and changes made by the Prophet
Joseph Smith provide enlightenment and useful
commentary on many biblical passages.

“Part of the explanations and changes made by the
Prophet Joseph Smith were finally approved before
his death; and some of these have been cited in
current church instructional materials or may be
cited in future church instructional materials.

“Accordingly, these cited portions of the Inspired
Version may be used by church writers and teachers,
along with the Book of Mormon, Doctrine and
Covenants, and Pearl of Great Price, in connection
with Biblical interpretations, applying always the
divine injunction that “whoso is enlightened by the
Spirit shall obtain benefit therefrom.” (D&C 91:5)

“When the Book of Mormon, Doctrine and
Covenants, and Pearl of Great Price offer information
relative to biblical interpretation, these should be
given preference in writing and teaching. But when
these sources of latter-day revelation do not provide
significant information which is available in the
Inspired Version, then this version may be used.”
(Editorial, Church News, 7 Dec. 1974, p. 16.)

References from the Joseph Smith Translation are
used throughout this manual for clarification of
particularly vague or faulty passages of the King
James Version.

In 1979 a new edition of the King James Version
was published by The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. It contains an extensive cross-
referencing system that includes latter-day and biblical
scriptures, alternate renderings of difficult passages,
language insights to certain Hebrew and Greek
words, and many helpful changes from the Joseph
Smith Translation. It also has an appendix, which
includes a Topical Guide, a Bible Dictionary, passages
from the Joseph Smith Translation too long to include
in the footnotes, and a section of maps. Similar Bible
study helps have been added to triple combinations
in other languages since that time. These are without
question the finest collection of study aids designed
specifically for Latter-day Saints ever provided with
the scriptures. They will prove to be an invaluable aid
as you study the Old Testament. A selection of cross-
references and significant Joseph Smith Translation
changes are also included in this manual.

Using the Internal References

Numerous works by biblical scholars have been
cited throughout the manual. Shortened references to
these works have been used in order to interrupt the
reading as little as possible. Complete reference data
has been given in the Bibliography near the end of
the manual.

A special system of referencing was devised
for quotations taken from Commentary on the Old
Testament, by C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch. The original
work was published in twenty-five books, but in the
reprint edition they have been combined into a ten-
book set. This organization means that in some cases
one book may have three different pages with the
same number. To keep a shortened reference, a three-
number system was devised. Commentary, 3:2:51
means that the reference is found on page 51 of the
second volume contained in book 3.

vii
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Old Testament
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Gospel
Dispensations

FIRST DISPENSATION ——j— (Moses 5:6-12; 6:64—68)
Adlam (b. 4000 B.C.)* Beginning of mortality. Adam taught children.
Set%

En(IJs
Cainan
Mahalaleel
Jared

Enloch
Methuselah

6 generations

|

| L
|

SECOND DISPENSATION ¢

(Moses 6:25-39; 7:68-69; 8:1; D&C 107:49)
Enoch apparently called by the Lord at age 65.

3 generations Dispensation probably commenced in 3313 B.C.,
L h 687 years after the first dispensation began.
amec (See D&C 107:47-49.)
THIRD DISPENSATION (Genesis 6:8-9, 13; 7:6; Moses 8:19)
Nolah (b. 2944 B.C.) Noah walked with God. Noah entered ark at
Sh age 600. Flood commenced at approx. 2344 B.C.;
eim beginning of third dispensation with 8 people,
Ar}?haxad 969 years after the second dispensation began.
Sallah
JAREDITE 15 10 generations
DISPENSATION Peleg
Approx. 2243 B.C. Reu
Tower of Babel. Serug
Confusion of tongues Nai‘tor
and scattering.
LOST TRIBES fergh 7
Carried FOURTFI DISPENSATION ———— (Abraham 1:16-19; 2:14; Genesis 12:1-4; 17:1)
7;11‘?7617?:?}, Abraham (b. 1992 B.C., A Abraham called by the Lord at approx. age 75

if born when Terah was

o 2 .
(? dispensations 130, B

among lost tribes)
Isaac

6 generations |
Jacob (Israel)

(Genesis 12:4) or 62 (Abraham 2:14). The fourth
dispensation commenced in approx. 1917 B.C.,
427 years after the third dispensation began.

[ I I I I I I I I I |
Reuben Simeon Llevi Judah Zebulun Issachar Gad Asher Dan Naphtali Joseph Benjamin
Kohath 14 generations from Abraham
! to David (Matthew 1:17) Ephraim Manasseh
An‘luram
FIFTH DISPENSATION Several generations
Moses —— Ishmael Lehi
(b. approx. 1567 B.C.) David
g LEHI—NEPHITE DISPENSATION
Age 80 when children 14 generations (600 5.c)
of Israel delivered. . J - -
i i i echonias (carried to Babylon
Fifth dispensation J ( ylon) Nephi and Lehi (20 5.c.
commenced approx.
1487 B.C., 430 years Christ (b . 14 generations (Helaman 10:3-17; 11:19-23;
after the fourth Jestis Christ (b. 4.0 1) 3 Nephi 7:15-19; 9:15-22;
dispensation (see SIXTH DISPENSATION 11:7-40)
Exodus 3:7-12). Commencement of
Twelve Apostles 200 years of peace—A.D. 34
(Dispensation of the meridian of time)
Commenced about A.D. 30, approx. 1517 years 'Dates are approximate and should not
after the fifth dispensation began. be considered exact. They are based on
Calmet’s Chronology which more closely
SEVENTH DISPENSATION approaches the biblical dates mentioned in
[ the Lectures on Faith. Ussher’s Chronology

Joseph Smith (b. A.p. 1805)

(Dispensation of the fulness of times)

shows a difference of approximately four
years for each ancient period. Thus the
Adamic age is listed as 4004 B.c. and the

(Acts 3:19-21; Ephesians 1:9-10; D&C 27:13)
Joseph Smith, age 24 years and 3 months when The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was organized in 1830.

Commencement of last dispensation 1800 years after the
sixth dispensation began.

birth of Christ as 4 B.c.

(Adapted from Joseph Fielding Smith, Jr.,
comp., “Our Gospel Dispensations,”
Instructor, Nov. 1959, inside back cover.)

©IRT



The Family
of Abraham

ABRAHAM: “Father
of Many Nations”

NOAH
SHEM
TERAH

(seventh great-grandson of Noah)
(Genesis I11:10—26)

I
ABRAHAM (ABRAM)

Married Sarah (Sarai)
(daughter of Haran)
(Genesis 11:29)

ISAAC
(Genesis 18:1-14; 21:1-3)
Married Rebekah
(daughter of Bethuel)
(Genesis 25:21-26)

I
NAHOR

Married Milcah (daughter of Haran)

(Genesis 22:20-22)

I
HAIllAN

| I I |
MILCAH LOT ISCAH SARAI
(Genesis 11:27-29; Times and Seasons, 1 Mar. 1842, 705)

ESAU

(sold his birthright
to Jacob)
(Genesis 25:29-34)

JACOB: Father of the
Twelve Tribes of Israel

BETlHUEL
| | Through Hagar, Sarah’s
handmaiden, Abraham fathered
REBE.KAH LABAN Ishmael (see Genesis 17:20). After
(Genesis 22:23) (Genesis 24:29) Sarah’s death, Abraham married
Keturah, through whom he had six
children, named in Genesis 25:1-2.
JACOB LEAH RACHEL
(Genesis 29:16)
REUBEN
SIMEON
LEAH
(Genesis 29:30-35) LEVI
(Genesis 30:17-21) JUDAH
ISSACHAR
ZEBULUN
DINAH (a daughter)
— RACHEL——— JOSEPH

(Genesis 30:22-24)
(Genesis 35:16-18)

— BILHAH ———

(Rachel’s handmaiden)
(Genesis 30:4-8)

———— ZILPAH ———

(Leah’s handmaiden)
(Genesis 30:9-13)

Married Asenath (Genesis 41:45)

BENJAMIN

MANASSEH EPHRAIM
DAN (Genesis 41:50-52)

|
the birthright tribe
NAPHTALI (Genesis 48)
GAD LEHI'S LINEAGE
(Alma 10:3)

ASHER

(Adapted from Burl Shephard, comp., “The Family of Abraham,”
Instructor, Jan. 1964, inside back cover.)
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3900 3500 3700 3600 35|°° 3400 3300 3200 3100 3°|°°

ADAM 930
SETH 912

. | ENOS905
ca
Abel CAINAN 910

MAHALALEEL 895
JARED 962

ENOCH 430
METHUSELAH 969
LAMECH 777

Chronology Chart

Prepared by the Church Educational System

AGE OF THE
PATRIARCHS

Books of the Old Testament
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Old Testament
Coinage

Before the invention of coinage, precious metals were The metals were weighed out and quality checked.
used as part of a barter system. Money became popular Some of the names of metal weights became the names
during the seventh century B.C., but it never completely of coins, which at first were roughly circular and
replaced the old system. From early times, gold, silver, impressed with a seal. Their weight seldom exceeded
and copper had been popular exchange items. that of the silver or gold shekel.

Gradually, a system of standardization developed.

Silver coins

Gerah 1 shekel

-

Shekel 3,000 shekels = 1 talent 1 talent

SE—

1 shekel

Gold coins

Shekel 3,000 shekels = 1 talent* 1 talent*

*A talent of gold was just over one-half the size of a
talent of silver, but a talent of gold had the same
weight as a talent of silver.



Standard Measures
of Volume

Liquid Measures

Bath (22 liters or 5.8 gallons)

10 baths = 1 homer (or kor)
“a donkey load” (220 liters
or 58 gallons)

Hin (3.66 liters or 3.9 quarts)

Kab (1.2 liters or 2.5 pints)

Log (0.3 liter or 1.3 cups)

Dry Measures

Ephah (22 liters or .62 bushel)

5 ephahs = 1 lethech (half-homer)
(110 liters or 3.1 bushels)

Seah (7.3 liters or 6.6 quarts)

Omer (2.2 liters or 2 quarts)

Kab (1.2 liters or 1 quart)

10 ephahs = 1 homer
(220 liters or 6.2 bushels)

Log (0.3 liter or .5 pint)
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Weights and
Measures

Although both David and Ezekiel attempted to
standardize weights and measures, complete
uniformity was never achieved. Some of the
unscrupulous tried to turn this situation to their
advantage by keeping two sets of weights. To

1 bekah
(approx. 6 gm
or .21 0z)

10 gerahs

————

50 shekels

1 mina
(approx. 500 gm
or 17.5 0z)

© IRT

2 bekahs

G

60 minas

guard against unfairness, it was not uncommon for
individuals to carry their own weights with them in
a purse or bag. The need for this practice brought
strong rebukes from the prophets because it indicated
the poor spiritual condition of the Israelites.

1 shekel
(approx. 11 gm
or .39 0z)

1 talent
(approx. 30 kg
or 66 lbs)

The heavy, royal shekel weighed 13 gm.
The heavy, double-standard talent
weighed 60 kg.



Linear
Measures

\}

. Cubit (elbow to finger-tip) 18 in.

or 45 cm. The long cubit was a
handbreadth longer 20.4 in. or 52
cm. 6 cubits = 1 reed.

. Span (outstretched hand from thumb

to little finger): three handbreadths
or half a cubit 9 in. or 23 cm.

. Palm or handbreadth (width of the

hand at the base of the fingers) 3 in.
or 76 mm.

. Finger or digit (%4 handbreadth)

% in. or 19 mm.
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Ancient
Jewish Calendar

el i ) 21st:
~ 14th: Passover, followed by Firstfruits (Seven weeks)
- Festival of Unleavened Bread f i
T TN (Exodus 12:6; I

Luke 22:13—20)

3 Pentecost

14th/15th: Purim
(Esther 9:26—28)

25th: Festival of Lights
(John 10:22)

A 1st: New Year/Feast
of Trumpets
A \ (Leviticus 23:23—25)
- \ 10th: Day of Atonement

15th—21st: Feast of et 2 "8

Tabernacles/Booths
(Nehemiah 8)
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Introduction

For Our Profit and
Learning: The

Value of Studying
the Old Testament

(1-1) Introduction

It would probably not be incorrect to assume that
for many members of the Church the Old Testament
is the most neglected book of scripture. This neglect
is not difficult to understand. The Old Testament is
the longest of all the scriptures, being about twice
the size of the Book of Mormon. Its history and
culture are farthest removed from our day. The Old
Testament contains a precise and involved
description of the Mosaic law, some ordinances of
which have now been fulfilled and replaced by the
ordinances of the restored gospel. Consequently,
some parts of the book, such as lengthy genealogical
lists, numerical censuses, and detailed descriptions of
obsolete rituals, may seem unimportant compared to
other scriptures. And sometimes the language of the
translation of the Old Testament is archaic and
difficult to follow. Little wonder, then, that many in
the Church, though familiar with some of the Old
Testament stories, have never read the entire book.
Yet the prophets, both ancient and modern, have
stressed the priceless value of the Old Testament in
assisting men to know God.

The Apostle Paul commended Timothy, saying,
“From a child thou hast known the holy scriptures”
(2 Timothy 3:15). As far as we know, the only
scriptures available to Timothy were what we know
today as the Old Testament. Note what Paul said
about these holy writings:

1. They are able to make one wise unto salvation
(see 2 Timothy 3:15).

2. They are given by the inspiration of God
(see v. 16).

3. They are profitable for doctrine, reproof,

correction, and instruction in righteousness (see v. 16).

4. They help the man of God become perfect

and fully equipped for every good work (see v. 17).
When the prophet Nephi’s rebellious brothers

ridiculed the idea that Nephi could build a ship to
take them to the promised land, he confounded them
with examples from the brass plates (see 1 Nephi
17:17-43). These plates contained writings we have
today in the Old Testament. Later Nephi explained
that he read many things to his people from the
brass plates, including the writings of Moses and
Isaiah, in order to—

1. Help them know the doings of the Lord in
other lands among people of old (see 1 Nephi 19:22).

2. More fully persuade them to believe in the Lord,
their Redeemer (see v. 23).

3. Liken (or apply) the scriptures to themselves
for their profit and learning (see v. 23).

Think for a moment about yourself. Does your
motivation to study the scriptures come from a desire
to learn more about God and His dealings with His
children? Are you seeking to draw power from the
scriptures in order to perfect your life by coming
to Christ? Paul and Nephi have said that, like all
other scriptures, the Old Testament will help you
accomplish these goals. Do you want to learn more
of God and those who were faithful to Him? Then
search the stories of the prophets and patriarchs.
Would you be inspired by examples of men and women
who overcame their weaknesses and went on to
perfection? Read of Joseph and Abraham and Sarah
and Job and dozens of others. Would you like to find
principles of daily living that bring you closer to God?
They are there in abundance. Would you like to better
know Jehovah, the Lord Jesus Christ, who came
to earth as our Redeemer? Then turn to the Old
Testament, for, like the other scriptures, it is a
witness of His divinity, His love, and His mercy.

THE OLD TESTAMENT IS
SCRIPTURE

(1-2) The Old Testament, Like All Scripture, Was
Given by God for Our Benefit

“The Old and New Testaments, the Book of
Mormon, and the Book of Doctrine and Covenants . . .
are like a lighthouse in the ocean, or a finger-post
which points out the road we should travel. Where do
they point? To the fountain of light. . . . That is what
these books are for. They are of God; they are
valuable and necessary: by them we can establish the
doctrine of Christ.” (Brigham Young, in Journal of
Discourses, 8:129.)

(1-3) Like All Scripture, the Old Testament Is Edifying
and Has Great Benefit for Us Today

“The Bible presents a total picture of the life of its
characters. We can thus expect human frailties to
appear. However, many of these human elements
reveal genuine religious purposes when they are
understood in terms of the social standards of their
own day.

“The student who truly seeks to appreciate the
Bible will study it always for the contribution of its
message to our religious life today. It is not enough to
be entertained by its stories unless these stories can
reach deep into our souls to make better persons.
The accounts in the Bible were preserved for the help
which they can give to man in developing his faith in
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God and in following His teachings. The reader who
misses the significance of Bible stories in present

life is not a true student of the Bible.” (Larsen, in
Jacob, The Message of the Old Testament, pp. XXxv—
XXXVi.)

(1-4) Like All Scripture, the Old Testament Is Christ
Centered

“As Jesus testified of Moses, so likewise did Moses
testify of Christ, although much of his testimony is
not in our present-day Bible. But obviously it was in
the scriptures available to the people of Jesus’ day.

“It is faith-promoting indeed to note how consistent
the various books of scripture are, one with another;
how the revelations in the various ages all harmonize;
and how the words of the prophets, no matter when
or where they lived, testify of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

“When critics attacked him, the Lord responded by
saying to them: ‘Search the scriptures; for in them ye
think ye have eternal life; and they are they which
testify of me.” (John 5:39. Italics added.)

“He never would have said that if the scriptures
available to the people of that day did not testify of
him. He urged them to read the scriptures that they
might see how the prophets whom they adored, but
now long since dead, actually did foretell his coming.
They testified of him—the Savior. And Moses was
one of them. . ..

“Note that the Lord quoted both Moses and the
other prophets expounding ‘in all the scriptures the
things concerning himself.”” (Petersen, Moses,
pp- 148-49.)

Elder Mark E. Petersen testified that all scriptures point to Christ.
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(1-5) Being Christ Centered, the Old Testament
Reveals Many Things about His Mission

“Properly understood, the Scripture is all full of
Christ, and all intended to point to Christ as our only
Saviour. It is not only the law, which is a schoolmaster
unto Christ, nor the types, which are shadows of
Christ, nor yet the prophecies, which are predictions
of Christ; but the whole Old Testament history is full
of Christ. Even where persons are not, events may be
types. If any one failed to see in Isaac or in Joseph
a personal type of Christ, he could not deny that the
offering up of Isaac, or the selling of Joseph, and his
making provision for the sustenance of his brethren,
are typical of events in the history of our Lord. And
so indeed every event points to Christ, even as He
is alike the beginning, the centre, and the end of all
history—'the same yesterday, and to-day, and for
ever.” One thing follows from this: only that reading
or study of the Scriptures can be sufficient or profitable
through which we learn to know Christ—and that as
‘the Way, the Truth, and the Life’ to us. And for this
purpose we ought constantly to ask the aid and
teaching of the Holy Spirit.” (Edersheim, Old Testament
Bible History, pp. 2-3.)

(1-6) Though Many Plain and Precious Parts Have
Been Taken Away, the Old Testament Is Still
Remarkably Intact and Valuable

“The vision of Nephi as recorded in the early part
of the Book of Mormon explains that many plain and
precious parts of the Bible as it was written originally
were taken from that sacred volume before it was
circulated among the Gentiles.

“What was it like before it was stripped of so
many precious parts? And what made those teachings
so precious?

“Certainly the Old Testament was not as
fragmentary as it is today. When we look at the
volume of information in the present Bible we
wonder how it could have contained more, for
already it is a library in itself.

“Yet as originally written it did contain vastly
more, and made the Gospel so plain for those ancient
peoples that a wayfaring man, though a fool, could
not err therein.

“What was it like?

“We cannot fully answer that question, of course,
but we can find much of the answer in a careful
reading of both the Book of Mormon and the Bible.

“The 