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PREFACE 

The Purpose of Studying the Old Testament 
As a teacher  in the Churc h  Educationa l  System ,  you 

shou l d  have as one of you r objectives to he lp  you r  
students develop g reater faith i n  Christ .  When Jesus 
said to the Jews ,  "Search the scr i ptu res; for  . . .  they . .  
testify of me" (John 5 :39) ,  h e  referred to the books of the 
O ld  Testament ,  the scr iptures at the t ime.  They do 
i ndeed testify of Ch rist and of the path to eternal l ife ,  
wh ich he has made avai lab le  to a l l .  S im i lar ly ,  Pau l spoke 
of the Old Testament when he observed to Timothy that 
f rom h i s  youth Timothy had learned the scr iptures,  
wh ich were "ab le to make [h im] wise unto salvation 
throug h  faith wh ich i s  in Chr ist Jesus" (2 Timothy 3: 1 5) .  
One of the pu rposes that guided the writers of the O ld  
Testament shou l d  gu i de  you and every other teacher  i n  
the Lord's k ingdom:  t o  h e l p  people d evelop faith i n  
Chr ist ,  for "salvation can  come u nto the ch i l d ren o f  men ,  
on ly  i n  and throu g h  the  name of  Christ" ( Mosiah 3 :  1 7) .  

Too few peop le understand that t h e  O ld  Testament 
scri ptu res testify of Chr ist and h i s  work and m ission , by 
wh ich we are enabled to return to the Father .  Your 

Philosophy of Teaching 
One who teaches God's word is engaged i n  a sacred 

work that has eternal  consequences.  Pres ident David 
O .  M cKay sai d :  "True education-the education for 
which  the Chu rch  stand s-is the app l ication of 
knowledge to the d evelopment of a noble and god l i ke 
c haracter" (Improvement Era, Feb. 1 970, p .  84) .  

Teach ing  with eternal  perspective i s  far more than 
i mpart ing knowledge; i t  i s  i nsp i r i ng  students to apply 
eterna l  p ri nc ip les .  "Be ye doers of the word , "  James 
admon ished , "and not heare rs on ly" (James 1 :22) .  The 
teacher  who i nsp i res h as truly taught .  

How do you i nsp i re change? Can you do it i f  you 
yourself are not i nsp i red? From what source does 
insp i ration come? It comes f rom the Lord h imself 
th rou g h  the Holy G host. The teacher who i s  i n  tune with 
heaven i s  best able to i nsp i re the quest i n  others .  "A 
rel i g ious teacher  assumes the respons ib i l ity of lead ing  
the youth i nto the rea lms of sp i r itua l i ty . . . .  Lead ing  
youth to  know God , to  h ave faith i n  h i s  laws , to  have 
confidence i n  his fatherhood , and to f ind solace and 
peace i n  h i s  love-th is  i s  the g reat pr ivi l ege ,  the most 
sub l ime opportunity offered the true educator." (David 
O .  M cKay, Gospel Ideals, pp. 435-36) .  

No two students are  ever the same .  The needs,  
exper iences,  matu rity, and responses of each student 
may d iffer .  Your cha l lenge i s  to meet each student at h i s  
own l eve l .  For th is  reason , no centra l l y  p repared out l i ne  
can or  shou ld  d ictate the content of  a g iven l esson . On ly  
you , the teacher ,  h avin g  been insp i red of  the Lord 
th rough the Holy G host , can determine that. Therefore , 
th is  manual i s  to he l p.you prepare lessons ,  not to d ictate 
them to you. 

Th ree i mportant assumptions have guided the 
preparation of this i nstructor's  gu ide .  Fi rst , you , the 
teacher ,  w i l l  know best your own stu dents' needs ;  
secon d ,  you w i l l  "treasure up  i n  you r m inds  continua l ly  

Texts for Rel igion 301 and 302 
The text for Re l i g ion 301 and 302 is the O ld  

Testament .  Students should have thei r own copies of i t  

respons ib i l ity and opportun ity i n  teach ing th is  course i s  
to  he lp  students apprec iate t he  g reat va lue o f  t he  Old 
Testament in develop ing  fa i th in the Master. The 
p rophet J acob taught  that "none of the prophets have 
written ,  nor p rophes ied , save they have spoken 
concern i ng  th is  Ch ri st"  (Jacob 7 : 1 1 ) . Jesus Christ is 
Jehovah . As your students learn to know Jehovah 
th rough  the message of the O ld  Testament,  they wi l l  
love h i m  more a n d  d raw nearer t o  h i m  a n d  thus t o  our 
Father  in Heaven .  They w i l l  see that the God of the O ld  
Testament ,  who c reated the  earth under the d i rection of 
the Father ,  covenanted with Abraham , gave the l aw to 
Moses,  and loved and led h is  peop le ,  was the premortal 
Chr ist .  Students must learn that h i s  work i s  "to br ing to 
pass the i mmortal ity and eternal l ife of man" (Moses 
1 :39) .  H i s  pu rpose i s  the same in all ages.  Christ taught :  
"Th i s  is  l ife eterna l , that they m ight know thee the on ly 
t rue God , and Jesus Ch rist ,  whom thou hast sent" (John 
1 7:3 ) .  Your cha l lenge is to help students learn to use the 
O ld  Testament as an a id i n  the quest for eternal l i fe. 

the words of l ife" (D&C 84 : 85) ; and th i rd ,  you wi l l  teach 
as the Holy G host d i rects . 

The wise teacher  w i l l  str ive to know the sp i r i tual 
strengths and weaknesses of his students and wi l l  
teach i n  a way that he lps h i s  students g row i n  the 
gospe l .  He  wi l l  use as his patte rn the Savior's teach ing 
of the Nephites.  H e  perceived the cond i tion of the 
people and d rew from his abundant store to g ive them 
what they needed most (see 3 Neph i  1 7) .  

The effective teacher  knows the scr iptures .  He can 
therefore d raw from them what wou l d  he lp  his stu dents 
most . President  Josep h  Fie l d i ng  Smith said :  
"Treasur ing u p  h i s  word i s  far more than merely read ing 
it .  To t reasure i t  one must not on ly read and study ,  but  
seek i n  h u m i l ity and obed ience to do the 
commandments g iven , and gain the insp i ration which 
the Holy Sp i ri t  wi l l  i m part . "  (Doctrines of Salvation, 
1 : 305 . )  

H aving  p roper ly prepared , the teacher  can 
commun icate with power to his students .  How often 
have you heard a student say, "I  had a p rob lem when I 
came to c lass tod ay. But now I th i nk  I know how to 
hand l e  i t .  Someth ing you said was i n  answer to my 
p rayers . "  The  im part in g  o f  specia l  i nsp i ration i n  answer 
to i n d ivid ua l  need i s  a function of the Holy G host. 

In the Foolishness of Teaching, an add ress to Church 
Educational System personne l  de l ivered 1 8  September 
1 98 1 , E lder  B ruce R .  McConk ie g ave the fol lowing 
commiss ion to teachers :  

" 1 . We are commanded to teach the pr inc ip les  of  the  
gospe l " (p .  4 ) .  

"2. We are to  teach the pr inc ip les  of  the gospel  as 
they are found in the stand ard works" (p .  6) . 

"3 .  We are to teach by the power of the Holy Ghost" 
(p .  7 ) .  

"4 .  We are  to  app ly the gospe l  pr inc i p les taug ht to 
the needs and  c i rcumstances of our hearers" (p .  1 0) .  

and the  other  standard works .  A student manual and  an  
i nstructor 's gui d e  have been  prepared as resou rce 
tools .  The student manua l  i s  for both you and the 
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student to use as an a id i n  scr i ptu re study; the 
i nstructor's g u i d e  i s  for you r  use. 

Certai n books , cal led the bas ic  l i b rary, are also 
avai lab le  for you r  use.  They contai n val uab le statements 
and i ns ights from the modern prophets . The fol l owi ng 
abbreviations des ignate books i n  the bas ic  l i b rary: 

AF James E .  Tal mage,  Articles of Faith. 
CR Conference Reports of The Church of  Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1 970 to the 
p resent.  (On ly talks by the Fi rst Pres idency, 
the Counc i l  of the Twelve, and the Patr iarch to 
the C h u rch  are i nc l uded i n  Conference 
Report in languages other  than Eng l i sh . )  

DBY B righam You n g ,  Discourses of  Brigham 

Suggestions for Using This Instructor's Guide 
Th i s  g u ide ,  u n l i ke past i nstructo r's gu i des ,  does not 

g ive a theme for each l esson . Many valuable themes 
and concepts cou ld  be taught i n  each lesson . It is you r  
respons i b i l ity as a teacher  to  obta in  i nsp i rat ion and  to 
teach the message that w i l l  best he lp  you r  students 
understand the Old Testament and apply its p ri nc ip les 
in the i r  l ives.  

Because the Old Testament contai ns so much 
mater ia l , you wi l l  not be ab le  to cover a l l  i ts  contents 
with you r  c lass .  The i nstructor's g u ide  leaves the 
respons ib i l ity u pon you to select the concepts and 
pr inc i ples that shou ld  be emphasized . Some 
suggestions for p resentat ion are g iven ,  but they are 
g iven solely as suggestions ,  wh ich you can use i f  you 
des i re .  If you have d ifficu lty in se lect ing concepts to 

Format of This Instructor's Guide 
Each lesson in the i nstructor's gu ide  i s  pr i nted on 

both s ides of one sheet. The f i rst part p rovides an 
outli ne  of the content of the mater ia l  to be covered by 
the teacher  and some su pp lementary resou rces. The 
second part p rovides suggestions for p resentat ion . 

Scripture heading. Th is  head i ng i dent if ies the part of 
the Old Testament scr i pture from which you r l esson is to 
be take n .  You shou ld  study the scr i ptu res fi rst. You r  
respons i b i l i ty i s  t o  teach t h i s  mater ia l  i n  its h istor ical 
setti ng and to he lp  students to apply i n  thei r l ives the 
pr inc ip les contai ned in the chapters.  You wi l l  not have 
t ime to teach  all that is covered in each scr i ptu re 
head i n g ,  but you must center you r  l esson on concepts 
from that b lock of scr iptu re. All other  mater ia l  in the 
outli ne  i s  secondary and supp lements the scr i ptu re 
i dentif ied  in the head ing.  

Scripture content outline. Th is  out l i ne  he lps you 
read i l y  identify the major  themes and concepts in the 
scr i ptu re f rom wh ich the l esson is taken .  S i nce you wi l l  
not usua l ly  have time t o  teach a l l  t h e  mater ia l  out l ined 
here ,  you shou ld  se lect and teach the port ions of th is  
outli ne  that you fee l  wi l l  best  meet the needs of  you r 
students. 

Suggestions for Lesson Preparation 
The fol low ing p roced u re i s  recommended i n  

p repar i ng  each l esson: 
1 .  Read the scr i ptu res ident i f ied i n  the sc ri ptu re 

head i n g .  
2 .  Read t h e  chapte r i n  t h e  student manual  

assoc iated with the lesson .  
3 .  Review the  scr i ptu re content out l i ne .  
4. Determ ine an objective for the lesson ,  based on 

v i  

Young, compi led by Joh n  A. Widtsoe . 
OS Joseph Fie ld i ng  Smith , Doctrines of 

Salvation, comp i l ed by Bruce R. McConkie ,  3 
vo l umes .  

GO Joseph F. Sm ith , Gospel Doctrine. 
JC James E. Tal mage ,  Jesus the Christ. 
M F  Spencer W.  K imbal l ,  The Miracle of 

Forgiveness .  
TPJS Joseph Smith , Teachings of the Prophet 

Joseph Smith, compi led by Joseph Fie ld i ng  
Smi th .  

Othe r  sou rces use shortened references. The 
B ib l i og raphy supp l ies f u l l  pub l i cation facts of a l l  
sou rces used . 

emphas ize ,  use the t i t les of the student manual  
chapters and the suggestions for p resentat ion i n  the 
i nstructor's g u i d e  to help you c hoose .  You shou ld  
a lways watch fo r  the  emphasis g iven by the Lord i n  the  
scr i ptu res themselves . 

Several important themes recu r  th roug hout the Old 
Testament-for  examp le ,  the scatter ing and gather ing 
of I s rael, the keep ing of covenants ,  b less ings for 
r ig hteousness and cu rs ings  for d isobed ience,  the 
Lord's mercy,  marr iage i n  the covenant ,  the restorat ion 
of the Lord's covenant peop le ,  and the estab l ishment of 
Z ion . Some recommendat ions have been made to 
i nd icate where several  of these cou ld  be emphasized , 
but you shou ld  se lect the p lace i n  the cou rse that each 
concept can best be emphasized for you r  students .  

Supplementary study sources. Each l i st of sou rces 
supp lements the correspond i n g  d iv is ion of the scr i ptu re 
content outl i ne .  The study sou rces are of fou r  ki nds :  
Fi rst, references to the  stud ent manua l ,  i dent if ied by 
read i ng  block numbers ( references cited in the student 
manual wi l l  not be d u pl i cated here ) ;  second ,  other 
scri ptu res that relate d i rectly to the scri ptu res i n  the 
content outli ne ;  th i rd ,  basic l i b rary sou rces (doctri nal 
sou rces ,  i nc l ud i ng  the teach ings  and writ i ngs of some 
of the Pres idents of the Chu rch ) ;  fou rth ,  addit ional  
sou rces that ,  i f  they are avai lab le ,  cou ld  fu rther enrich 
you r  p resentation .  

Some suggestions for presentation. These 
suggestions p rovide  you with i deas that may be usefu l 
i n  prepar ing and p resent i ng you r l esson . The part of the 
scr iptu re content out l i ne  that each suggestion i s  
des igned to  he lp  you teach i s  i dent if ied i n  parentheses. 
To p repare lessons that f i t  the needs of you r students ,  
select one o r  more of the suggestions for each lesson , 
o r  develop method s  of you r  own . Remember ,  however ,  
that you r  charge i s  to faithful ly teach the Old Testament. 

the parts of the scr i ptures that you feel should be 
emphasized to you r students.  

5. Read the suggest ions for p resentation for ideas 
for teach i ng that mater ia l . 

6. Study the supp lementary sou rces assoc iated with 
the mater ial you plan to teac h .  

7 .  Develop you r  own out l i ne  t o  gu ide  you i n  teach ing 
the scr i ptu ral concepts you have chosen to emphasize. 



Overhead Transparencies 
A set of ove rhead transparencies is avai lab le for use 

with some of the l essons as i s  i nd icated in the 

Instructor's Guide and Student Manual 
There are separate student manua ls for the Old 

Testament courses : the Rel igion 301 student manual 
covers Genesis th rough 2 Samue l  and Psalms, and the 
Re l igion 302 student manua l  covers 1 Ki ngs th rough 

Adapting the Student Man ual for Semester, Quarter, 
or Yearly Programs 

Although most students in the Chu rch Educational 
System are on a semester schedu le ,  many are on a 
quarter system and others part ic ipate i n  yearly-study 
p rograms. 

The average semester p rov ides approximately 
twenty-eight c l assroom per iods of i n struct ion. The 
average quarter p rovi d es e ighteen. Yearly-study 
c lasses,  which  usua l ly meet on ly once per  week for 
about e ight months ,  give students twenty-eight to th i rty 
c lass meet i ngs . 

The fo l lowing sched u le  cou l d  be used to gu ide  you r 
teaching the f u l l  cou rse: 

respective suggest ions for p resentation. Th i s  set of 
transparenc ies must be ordered from the Salt  Lake C ity 
D ist r ibut ion Cente r (stock n umber PMSI 0982). 

Malach i .  The i nst ructo r 's gu ide ,  however ,  is  to be used 
for both O l d  Testament cou rses . I t  contains f i fty-five 
lessons, twenty-e ight l essons for Re l igion 301 and 
twenty-seven lessons for Re l igion 302 . 

1 .  I n  a semester system, the fi rst semester wou ld  
cover lessons 1 -28 ;  the second semester ,  lessons 29-
55. 

2 .  In a quarter system, the f i rst quarter wou ld  cover 
l essons 1 -1 8 ; the second quarter ,  lessons 1 9-37;  the 
th i rd quarter ,  l essons 38-55. 

3. The year ly-study p rogram wou ld  fol low, 
app roximate ly ,  the t imetab le  of the semeste r system 
and cover two l essons per c lass meeting. 

Adapt the l essons to you r  own t ime requ i rements ,  
perhaps expand ing some l essons i nto two o r  more 
presentat ions or comb in ing two or more lessons i nto 
one presentat ion.  

v i i  
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INTRODUCTION 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. The Old Testament Is a Sacred Book of Scripture 
1 .  The O ld  Testament conta ins th i rty-n ine  books . 
2. The books of the O ld  Testament are often 

categorized i nto fou r  g roups :  l aw ( Pentateuch) ,  
h istory, poetry o r  wr it i ngs ,  and p rophecy. 

3. The O ld  Testament i s  a foundat ion for the New 
Testament as wel l as for modern sc riptu re .  

B .  The Old Testament Bears Witness o f  Christ 
1 .  Old Testament p rophets testif ied of Ch rist .  
2. The O ld  Testament demonstrates that a l l  th ings 

g iven of  God point  to C h rist .  
3 .  The Old Testament conta ins prophecies of the 

b i rth  and miss ion of Ch r ist .  
4 .  The O ld  Testament i s  a written record of the 

covenant between I s rael and Jehovah .  

C. The Teachings of the Old Testament Are 
Appl icable Today 
1 .  The O ld  Testament contai ns many prophecies 

about today. 
2. The Old Testament teaches the blessings of 

r ighteousness and the conseq uences of s i n .  
3 .  The Old Testament demonstrates that the  words 

of the prophets are v ind icated by God. 

D. The Old Testament, Like All  Other Scripture, Can 
Be Understood Only through the Spirit of God 
1 .  The O ld  Testament shou l d  be stud ied d i l igent ly 

and p rayerfu l ly .  
2. The  O ld  Testament wi l l  be a constant sou rce of 

i nsp i rat ion and gu idance to those who come to 
know i t .  

SOME SUG G ES TIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

I n  th i s  lesson you shou l d  cover a l l  the major head i ngs  
i n  the out l i ne .  

Seeing the Old  Testament from a Proper Perspective 
(Sections A-D) 

Beg i n  by refer r ing to Moses 1 :4 1 (see also 1 Neph i  
1 3:20-29,39-40) . Ask students if they know of  anyth ing 
that has been taken f rom the writ ings  of  Moses .  Ask why 
Satan wou l d  des i re to have some th ings  taken from the 
scriptu res .  Point out that the i n format ion g iven i n  Moses 
1 i s  a s ign if icant examp le  of wr it i ngs  of the p rophet 
Moses that were lost from the O ld  Testament (see 

SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion  301 student manua l ,  1 -1 .  

Re l ig ion  301 student manua l ,  1 -4 th rough 1 -5. 
Jacob 4:4-6. What truth d i d  Jacob teach about the 

Sav ior  and his Old Testament p rophets? 
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Jacob 7:1 1 .  What subject have a l l  p rophets prophesied 
and wr i tten about? (see a lso Mosiah 1 3:33) .  

2 Neph i  1 1  :4 . What d id  Jacob de l i ght i n  a n d  testify of? 
Reve lat ion 1 9:1 0. What is the sp i ri t  of p rophecy? 
JC , pp. 42-48.  Many Old Testament p rophecies about 

the com ing  of Ch r ist are summarized . 

Re l ig ion  301 student manua l , 1 -2 th rough 1 -3; 1 -1 6  
t h roug h 1 -1 7. 

O&C 1 :37-38.  How does the p ri nc ip le  descr ibed i n  
these verses app ly t o  t h e  O ld  Testament? 

O&C 76:3-4 . What i m p l icat ion d oes the message of 
these verses h ave for.a stud y  of the Old Testament? 

Mar ion G. Romney,  Ensign, "Records of Great Worth , "  
Sept. 1 980, pp .  6-7. How can  t he  O ld  Testament be a 
g u ide  to us  i n  fac i ng  cu rrent cha l lenges? 

Re l ig ion  301 student manual , 1 -7 th rough 1 -1 5. 
Moroni  1 0:3-5. By what power and under  whose gu id i ng  

i nf luence can  we unde rstand the  scr iptu res? 
Josh u a  1 :8 . What d i d  the Lord command Joshua to do? 
2 Ti mothy 3:1 5. What d id  Pau l te l l  T imothy about the 

valu e  of study ing the Old Testament scr iptu res? 
2 Ki ngs  22:1 3 .  How d i d  K ing Josiah regard the Old 

Testament writ ings  that were avai lab le to h im? (see 
also 2 Kings 23:2-3 ) .  

GO, pp .  45-46. How can  we ga in  t he  most from a study 
of the Old Testament? 

TPJS, p. 56. Who d i d  the Prophet Joseph Smith say 
wou l d  l ike the scr iptu res best? 

Moses 1 :4 1 ) .  The Lord restored Moses' record th roug h  
t h e  P rophet Joseph Smith , a s  He h a d  p romised (see 
Moses 1 :4 1 ) . Satan certai n l y  d i d  not want the wor ld  to 
have the i nformation in Moses 1 because i t  i s  vital to a 
correct understand ing  of the Old Testament.  Ask 
students what s pecia l  truths in this chapter make it  an 
exce l lent  p reface to the Old Testament. He lp  students 
to see the fo l lowing  truths in th is  chapter of Moses: 



1 .  Jesus  Christ, under the direction of the Father, 
organized this earth as wel l  as count less others. 

2. Al l  things for our eternal welfare come through 
Jesus Christ, who is the Only Begotten Son of the 
Father. 

3. The adversary has opposed the Lord 's work from 
before the creation of the earth. 

4. God ' s  power is greater than the adversary's. 
5. The work of God is to bring to pass the immortal ity 

and eternal life of man. 

What Is the Old Testament? (Section A) 
Use transparency 1 to give students an overview of 

the structure and contents of the Old Testament and to 
trace briefly the history covered by the Old Testament .  
The transparency cou l d  be used throughout the course 
to he lp  the students keep peop le  and events in 
perspective and to show historical  context. Also,  point 
out the chrono logy chart in the maps and charts section 
of the Rel igion 301  student manual  and prepare 
students to use it effective ly throughout the course. 

As you discuss the books of the Old Testament and 
their historical setting, point out that the first five books 
in the Old Testament were written by Moses. They start 
with the creation of the earth and trace the prophets 
from Adam to Moses. The antedil uvian patriarchs are 
treated rather brief ly ,  with most of the text discussing 
events of the time from Abraham through Moses, a 
period s l ight ly l onger than six hundred years. 

Most of the books in the Old Testament contain some 
history; however, twe lve books, known as the historical 
books, deal a lmost exc l usively with history. The 
historical  narrative of the Old Testament begins with 
Joshua 's  entry into the land of Canaan and continues to 
the Babylonian captivity. The book of Joshua through 
the book of 2 Kings covers this period of time. The 

Why Study the Old Testament? (Section B) 
1 .  Discuss reasons for studying the Old Testament 

and list stud ents' responses on the chalkboard. 
Supp lement the students'  list with reasons you feel are 
important. 

2. Reading blocks 1 -7 through 1 - 1 3  in the student 
manual  contain seven keys to studying the Old 
Testament. These cou ld  be reviewed and discussed. 

3. The fo l l owing statement by E lder Spencer W. 
Kimball cou l d  be read and discussed : "I find that when I 
get casual in my relationships with divinity and when it 
seems that no divine ear is listening and no divine voice 
is speaking, that I am far, far away. If I immerse myself in 
the scriptures the distance narrows and the spirituality 
returns. I find  myself loving more intensely those whom I 
must l ove with all my heart and mind and strength ;  and 
l oving them more , I find it easier to abide their counsel .  
We learn the l essons of l i fe more readi ly and surely if we 
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Emphasize that the primary purpose of the Old 
Testament is to witness of Christ and teach that through 
him people may be reconci led to the Father and thus 
obtain eternal life. Refer to some of the study sources to 
emphasize the testimony of Christ in the Old Testament .  
Be sure that students understand the im portance of 
l ooking for the message of Christ throughout their study 
of the Old Testament. That understanding wil l he lp  them 
to see the Old Testament in its true perspective. 

books of Chronic les ,  written at a much later date, 
primarily repeat 2 Samue l  and 1 and 2 Kings. The books 
of Ezra, Nehemiah , and Esther cover the last century of 
Old Testament Jewish history (500-400 B.C.), the period 
after the kingdom of Judah returned from captivity in 
Babylon.  

Approximate ly one-third of the Old Testament is 
Hebrew poetry. Written by various  authors, the books of 
Job, Psalms, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes and the Song 
of Solomon make up most of that one-third and are 
ca l led the Writings , or the poetic books. 

The prophets spoke for Jehovah to his covenant 
peop le ,  I srae l .  One of their principal messages then 
was the same that is given today through our l iving 
prophets:  repent, or perish .  The message was largely 
u nheeded by ancient I srae l ,  and the prophets 
witnessed the decl ine of their nation and its eventual 
destruction and exi le. Their writings span a period of 
about three hundred years and were directed primari ly 
to the kingdoms of Israel and Judah, although many of 
the teachings of the prophets were also directed to 
future generations, particu larly those in the last days. 
The writings of the prophets record many of the 
teachings given d uring the t ime covered by the 
historical  books. 

see the resu lts of wickedness and righteousness in the 
lives of others. To know the patriarchs and prophets of 
ages past and their faithfu lness under stress and 
temptation and persecution strengthens the resolves of 
youth.  To come to know Job wel l  and intimately is to 
learn to keep faith through the greatest of adversities .  
To know wel l the strength of Joseph in  the l uxury of 
ancient Egypt when he was tempted by a vol u ptuous 
woman and to see this c lean young man resist a l l  the 
powers of darkness embodied in this one seductive 
person ,  certain ly  shou ld  fortify the intimate reader 
against such sin ." (What  I Hope You Will Teach My 
Grandchildren [address de l ivered to seminary and 
institute of religion personne l ,  1 1  Ju ly 1 966] , p .  6 . )  

Share your testimony o f  t h e  val ue o f  studying t h e  Old 
Testament. Then cha l lenge students to read the Old 
Testament ,  and encourage them to set specific goals  
for reading it. 



GEN ESIS 1 ·2 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT O UTLINE 

A. Genesis 1 : 1 -2 :7. Heaven, Earth, and All Forms of 
Life Were Created by God 
1 .  There were six days of c reation (see Genesis 1 ;  

Moses 2) .  
2 .  The seventh day was made ho ly (see Genesis 

2 : 1 -3; Moses 3 : 1 -3) .  
3 .  The account of  the sp i rit c reation i s  an 

i nterpolat ion (see Genes is 2:4-5; Moses 3 :5 ) .  
4. Man was the crown and cu lm i nation of  the 

Creat ion (see Genes is 1 : 26-27 ;  2 : 6-7;  Moses 
3 :6-7) .  

B. Genesis 2 :8-25. Adam and Eve Were Placed in 
the Garden of Eden 
1 .  The Lord prepared the Garden of Eden , p laced 

Adam and Eve in it, and gave them 
commandments (see Genesis 2 :8- 1 7 ;  Moses 
3 : 8- 1 7 ) .  

2 .  Eve was g iven to Adam as an eternal companion 
(see Genesis 2 : 1 8-25; Moses 3 : 1 8-25). 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scr iptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

What Was the Pattern of Creation? (Sections A-B) 
There are th ree scr i ptu ral accounts of the c reation of 

the earth and its i n habitants . D iscuss the Creation us ing 
these accounts. Carefu l ly review Doctrines of Salvation, 
1 : 74-77 ,  by Joseph F ie lding Smith ,  and se lect 
quotat ions from President Smith to assist you i n  your  
discuss ion .  The fo l l owi ng references and  chalkboard 
i l l u stratio n  cou ld be  used: 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion  301 student manua l , 2-1  t h rough 2- 1 6 ; 2-
1 8  th rough  2-1 9 ;  A- 1 t h rough  A-5 . 

John 1 : 1 -3 , 1 4. Who c reated the earth? (see a lso 
Ephes ians 3:9 ; Colossians 1 :4, 1 6- 1 7 ;  Hebrews 
1 :  1 -3 ) .  

O&C 88:  1 8-20. What is  the destiny o f  the earth? 
O&C 1 0 1 :32-33. When wi l l  detai l s  be g iven about 

the c reat ion of the earth? (see also O&C 1 30:6-
9 ) .  

Abraham 3:24. What was t h e  natu re o f  t h e  mate r ia ls 
used to organize th is earth? (see al so O&C 
93:33) .  

O S ,  1 :62-63. How i m portant i s  man among God's 
c reat ions? 

OS,  1 : 75-76. Do we h ave an account of the sp i r i t 
c reation? 

M F, pp .  1 -3 .  Why i s  man upon the earth? 
Joseph Fie ld i ng  Smith , "The M ost I m portant 

Knowledg e , "  Ensign, M ay 1 97 1 , p. 3. God is  the 
l i teral father  of the spi rits of al l men .  

Bruce R. M cConk ie ,  "Ch ri st and the Creation , "  
Ensign, J u n e  1 982,  p p .  9- 1 5 . The inseparable 
connection ,  between the C reat ion .  the Fal l ,  and 
the Atonement is  d i scussed . 

Re l ig ion 301 student manual , 2-1 7.  
Abraham 5 :  1 3. What t ime system was the earth on 

before the fal l of Adam? (see a lso Abraham 3 :3-4). 
O&C 1 32 : 1 5-1 7 , 1 9-21 . How important i s  marr iage? 
2 Neph i  2 1 4- 1 6, 26-27. Why i s  opposit ion i m portant i n  

God's eterna l  p lan? 
OS,  1 :26 .  Who taug ht Adam and Eve wh i le  they were in  

the Garden of Eden?  
OBY , pp .  345-46. I s  opposit ion necessary to  learn ing 

t rue pr inc ip les? 
OS,  2 : 70-7 1 . What is known about the marr iage of Adam 

and Eve? 
MF, p. 243. How i mportant is  ete rnal marriage? 
G O ,  p. 272. There is no  exaltat ion without marr iage .  

you feel wi l l  be t he  most he lpfu l  to  you r  students. 

1 .  Genesis 1 -3 g ives an  account of the physical 
c reation .  

2 .  Moses 1 -3 g ives an account of the  physical 
c reation .  

3 .  Abraham 4-5 g ives an account  of  the p lann ing i n  
heaven and the  physical c reat ion. 
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Premorta l  State 

References 
Genesis 2 :5  
Moses 3 :5  

Paradis iacal (Eden ic) State 

References 

Fal len  State 

References 
Abraham 4-5 
Moses 1 -3 
Genesis 1 -3 

M oses 4: 1 5-5 :2 ,  1 1 ;  6 :48 
Genes is 3 
2 Neph i  2 :22-25 Doctri ne  and Covenants 77 :2  

Doctrines of Salvation, 1 :75-76 
Mormon Doctrine, p p. 2 1 0-1 1 

Doctrines of Salvation, 1 :75-77 
Mormon Doctrine, pp. 2 1 1 ,  303 

Doctrines of Salvation, 1 :77-78 
Discourses of Brigham Young, p. 1 03 

What Do We Know about the Creation of the Earth? 
(Section A) 

Who created th is  earth? Jesus Chr ist c reated the 
earth under the d irection of our Father i n  Heaven (see 
John 1 -3 ,  1 4; Moses 1 : 33). 

How was the earth created? The Lord has not yet 
revealed how the earth  was created. Al l we know is that 

A Review of the Physical Creation of the Earth 
(Section A) 

Review the account of the physical creat ion as 
recorded in Moses 2 .  List the days and d iscuss the 
sequence of events as given by the Lord . The f i rst 
th ree d ays are given here as an examp le. 

Day one. Light and darkness are separated. 
Day two. The waters were d iv ided by a f i rmament. 
Day three. D ry land appeared . 
After  discuss i ng a l l  the periods of c reat ion out l i ned 

in Genes is ,  d i scuss the fo l l owing poi nts : 
1 .  The p remortal Ch r ist was int imately i nvolved i n  

t h e  c reat ion o f  t h e  earth . 
2. The earth was not organized by chance but was 

created del iberately and for a purpose. 
3. The Lord was p leased with the Creat ion ,  

espec ia l ly  after man was p laced on the earth (see 
Moses 2 : 1 0,1 2 , 1 8 , 2 1 , 25 , 3 1 ). 

4. The Lord rested on the seventh day and 
sanct if ied i t  (see Moses 3:1 -3). 

Some have been confused by the account of the 
c reat ion of man being in both Genesis  1 :26-27 and 

Man Is the Offspring of God (Section A) 
Read and d iscuss the statement by the First 

4 

it was created by God. Doctr ine and Covenants 1 0 1 : 32-
34 te l l s  us when we wi l l  receive a complete knowledge 
of the earth 's  creat ion. 

Why was the earth created? The Lord has revealed 
much about the reason for the creation of the earth (see 
Moses 1 :39; Abraham 3 :24-25; D&C 88: 1 7-20, 25-26;  
Jacob 2 : 2 1 ). 

Genesis  2 :7. Both passages are accounts of the 
physical  c reat ion of Adam. Use the accompanying 
cha lkboard i l l u strat ion to hel p students understand 
why both accounts are given. 

Overlapping Accounts of the Creation of Man 

Account of the 
C reat ion Man 

(Genes is  1 : 1 -3 1 )  p laced 
on 

earth 

Account of Adam 
and Eve in the 
Garden (Genes is  
2 :7-3 :24) 

Exp la in  that an account of the c reat ion of man was 
i nc luded as part of the account of the Creat ion (see 
Genesis 1 :26-27). When the Lord began tel l i ng of the 
experience of Adam and Eve in the Garden ,  he started 
at the ir  p lacement on  the earth  (see Genesis 2 :7). 

Presidency (see transparency 2) to he lp  students resist 
false concepts about man's origin.  



GENESIS 3 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Genesis 3 : 1 - 13 .  Partaking of the Fruit of the Tree 
of Knowledge Resulted in the Fall 
1 .  Eve was tempted by the serpent (see Genesis 

3 : 1 -6 ;  Moses 4 : 5-1 2) .  
2 .  Adam and Eve partook of the forbidden fruit (see 

Genesis 3 : 6) .  
3. Adam and Eve were accountable to G od (see 

Genes is 3 : 7-1 3 ;  Moses 4 : 1 3-1 9). 

B. Genesis 3 : 1 4-24. The Fal l  Brought About the 
Conditions of Mortality 
1 .  Through  the Atonement Christ wou ld overcome 

Satan 's  efforts (see Genesis 3 : 1 4-1 5). 
2. The Lord exp la ined the condit ions of mortal ity to 

Adam and Eve (see Genesis 3: 1 6-2 1 ) . 
3 .  Adam and Eve were cast out of the Garden of 

Eden (see Genesis 3 :22-24) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scr iptu re content outline .  Se lect those concepts that 

The Lord Gave Adam His Agency (Section A) 
Read Moses 7 :32 with you r students . I ndicate that for 

agency to exist ,  fou r  pr inc i p l es must be in operat ion .  
L ist  these pr inc ip les on the board: 

1 .  You must have a choice.  
2. You must know the alternat ives. 

The Nature of Adam's Choice (Section A) 
Many peop le  are concerned about what they th ink  i s  

an i njust ice i n  the Lord's g iv i ng  Adam two 
commandments that, they feel, are in confl ict .  
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 301 student manual . 3-1 ; 3-3 th rough  3-7 . 
1 Ti mothy 2 :  1 4 . Why did Eve partake of the fruit? Was 

Adam deceived? 
Moses 3 : 1 7 ; 7 : 32.  Did Adam and Eve have the i r  agency 

before they partook of the fruit i n  the Garden of Eden? 
2 Neph i  2 :22-25. Why was it  so important that Adam and 

Eve partake of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of 
g ood and evi l?  

AF ,  pp .  64-65. Why did Adam partake of the forb idden 
fru it? 

OS,  1 : 1 1 2-1 4.  Did Adam and Eve sin when they ate of 
the forb idden fru it? 

DBY, p .  1 03 .  What shou ld be ou r  att itude toward Eve 's  
part i n  the  transgression? 

Quinn G. Mc Kay, "Pri nc ip les i n  Conf l ict , " Ensign, Jan.  
1 97 1 , pp .  64-65. The p rob lem of choos ing between 
pr inc ip les is discussed. 

M ar ion G. Romney, in CR, Apr. 1 953, p .  1 24. Adam 
advanced the p lan of God. 

Re l ig ion 301 student manual , 3-2 ;  3-8 through 3-1 4 .  
Moses 5 : 9. What assu rance was Adam g iven that he 

and his poster ity need not suffer eterna l ly  for h i s  
t ransg ression? 

1 Cor inth ians 1 5: 2 1 -22. What eventua l ly  wi l l  happen to 
al l mank ind because of Adam's act ion? Because of 
C hrist 's? 

Art ic les  of Faith , 1 : 2. Are we pun ished for Adam's 
transg ression? 

Art ic les of Faith ,  1 : 3-4. What m u st we do to take fu l l  
advantage of t h e  Atonement? 

DBY, p. 1 03 .  What effect did the fal l of Adam have upon 
the earth? 

AF, pp. 475-76. What are the beneficent resu lts of the 
Fal l ?  

G O ,  pp .  432-33. What i s  the sp i r i tual death that came 
u pon Adam and his posterity? Through what means 
can al l  of u s  be redeemed from sp i r i tual death? 

OS,  1 : 77.  What effect did the fru i t  of the t ree of 
knowledge have u pon Adam and Eve? 

you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r  students . 

3. You must h ave an i ndication of divine wi l l .  
4. Y o u  must h ave absol ute f reedom t o  choose. 
Read Moses 3 : 1 7  and discuss how al l  of the 

pr inc ip les l i sted above were in operation before the Fal l .  
Bear testimony that Adam did i ndeed have agency i n  
t h e  Garden o f  Eden .  

Review and discuss Elder James E .  Talmage's 
comments i n  Articles of Faith, pages 64-65, about 
Adam's  choice. Point out that i f  a lternatives seem to be 
i n  conf l i ct and an i ndividua l  chooses to obey the h igher  
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l aw, or the most important princip l e, he does not sin. 
The cha l lenge in such a situation is to determine which 
is the higher law. That must be done by fo l l owing the 
d ictates of the Spirit. By doing so, individ ua ls wil l act in 
accordance with the Lord 's  wil l .  That is what Adam did. 

Eve was deceived and begui led by Satan into 
partaking of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil (see M oses 4:5-6, 19; 1 Timothy 2 :14) . As a 
resu l t, Adam was required to make a choice. He chose 
to obey the commandment to multiply and replenish the 
earth,  which choice was in harmony with the wil l of God. 
N everthe less, because of his choice and his partaking 
of the fruit, Adam, with Eve, was removed from the 
Garden  of Eden. The following statement by President 
Joseph Fie l d i ng Smith c larifies the account of this event :  

"What did Adam do? The very thing the Lord wanted 
him to do, and I hate to hear anybody cal l it a sin, for it 
wasn't a s i n. Did Adam sin when he partook of the 
forbidden fruit? I say to you, no, he  did not! Now, let me 

Satan Seeks to Thwart the Lord's Plan (Section A) 
Though the emphasis of this l esson shou l d  not be on 

Satan, i t  is important that students know that he  l ives 
and that he seeks to destroy the work of God.  E lder 
Marion G. Romney stated: "We Latter-day Saints need 
not be, and we must not be, deceived by the sophistries 
of men concerning the reality of Satan. There is a 
persona l  d evi l ,  and we had better believe it. He  and a 
count less host of fo l l owers, seen and unseen, are 
exercising a contro l ling inf luence u pon men and their 
affairs i n  our world tod ay." (In Conference Report, Apr. 
1 971, p. 25.) 

The methods used on Eve by Satan are the same 
methods that he  uses on peop l e  today. Compare the 
methods he  used on Eve with the methods he uses on  
us. 

Methods Used on Eve 

"Hath God said, Ye sha l l 
not eat of every tree?" 
(Genesis 3: 1). 

Methods Used on Us 

"God's commandments 
limit your freedom." 

"Ye shal l  not surely die : Lies;  truth mixed with 
. . .  "ye sha l l  be as gods"  falsehood 
(Genesis 3 :4-5). 

"Pleasant to the eyes" 
(Genesis 3 :6). 

Mortal desires and 
passions 

Atonement of Christ (Section B) 
Physical death (separation of spirit and body) and 

spiritua l  death (separation from God 's  presence) came 
i nto the wor ld  because of the fal l of Adam. Ask students 
to define  or expl ain what these two deaths  are. Use 
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refer to what was written in the book of Moses in regard 
to the command God gave to Adam. [Moses 3: 16- 1 7  
q uoted. ]  

"Now this  i s  the way I interpret that. The Lord said to 
Adam, here is  the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evi l .  If you wan t  to s tay here then you cannot eat of that 
fruit. If you wan t  to s tay here then I forbid you to eat it. 
But  you may act for yoursel f  and you may eat of it if you 
want to. And if you eat it you wil l die." (Fall-Atonement­
Resurrection-Sacrament [address d elivered at institute 
of rel igion] ,  14 Jan. 196 1 , p. 2; emphasis added. )  

Discuss why Adam's transgression was "the very 
th ing the Lord wanted him to do." In giving Adam the 
two comman d ments, the Lord p laced him in a position 
to choose between a higher law and a l esser law. In 
either case, Adam was responsible  for the 
conseq uences of his choice. He cou ld  not blame the 
Lord. 

Discuss a few specific examples that fit each 
method, and point out that knowing how Satan works 
he lps us avoid being deceived by him. Read also the 
Lord 's  instruction to Eve: "Neither sha l l ye touch it, l est 
ye die" (Genesis 3 :3) .  Ask why the Lord said that. Ask 
what advantage Satan has if he is able to get us to 
"touch" something or do it "just a l itt l e  bit. " 

transparency 3 to he lp  students understand how the 
Savior overcame physical d eath and made it  possible 
for us to overcome spiritua l  death. Emphasize that after 
the Fal l ,  Adam and Eve were taught about the Savior's 
mission and atonement (see Moses 5 :6- 1 1  ). 



GENESIS 4-11 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Genesis 4 : 1 -1 5.  The Effects of the Fal l Were 
Manifest in the Family of Adam 
1 .  Adam and Eve began to have ch i ldren (see 

Genes is 4 : 1 -2 ;  Moses 5 :  1 - 1 7) .  
2 .  Cain rebel led against t h e  Lord and mu rdered 

Abel  (see Genes is 4:3-8 ;  Moses 5 : 1 8-3 1 ) . 
3 .  The Lord told Cain of h is  pun ishment (see 

Genes is  4 :9- 1 5 ;  Moses 5 :32-41 ) .  

B. Genesis 4 : 1 6-5 :32; 1 1  :10-32. Both Good and Evi l  
Were Perpetuated in Adam's Posterity 
1 .  Wickedness f lou r ished among Cain 's  poste rity 

(see Genes is  4 : 1 6-24; Moses 5 :42-57) . 
2 .  R ig hteous p atr iarchs were raised up in the 

l i neage of Seth (see Genesis 4:25-26; 5 ;  1 1 : 1 0-
32 ; Moses 6 : 1 -25; 8 : 1 -1 2) .  

3 .  Enoch estab l i shed t h e  c i ty of Zion, which was 
trans lated (see Genesis 5 : 2 1 -24; Moses 6:26-
7 :2 1 , 68-69 ) .  

C. Genesis 6-10. The Wicked Were Destroyed by a 
Flood in the Days of Noah and Only a Remnant of 
Mankind Was Preserved 
1 .  Wickedness p reva i led on the earth (see Genesis 

6 :  1 -7, 1 1 - 1 3; Moses 8 :20-22, 28-30) .  
2 .  The Lord p reserved mank ind through Noah but  

destroyed the wicked by a f lood (see Genesis 
6 : 8-9 :7 ;  Moses 7:42-43 ; JST, Genesis 6 : 1 8-20; 
7 : 1 , 20;  8 : 2 1 -22; 9 : 1 0- 1 4) .  

3 .  The Lord establ i shed h is  covenant with Noah 
(see Genes is  9 : 8- 1 7; see a lso JST, Genesis 
9 : 1 5-25 ) .  

4 .  The  l i n eages o f  mankind were perpetuated 
th rough Noah's fami ly  (see Genesis 9: 1 8- 1  0 :32 ;  
JST, Genes is  9 :26 ;  1 0 : 2 1 ) .  

D .  Genesis 11 :1 -9. The Nations Resulted from the 
People Being Scattered throughout the Earth 
from the Tower of Babel 
1 .  The people attempted to bu i ld  a tower to reach 

heaven (see Genesis 1 1  : 1 -4) .  
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUOY SOURCES 

Rel ig ion 301 student manual ,  4- 1 t h rough 4-5 . 
Helaman 6 :2 1 -30. How did both Cain and the Nephites 

l earn about secret combinat ions? (see also Ether 
8 : 1 4-25) .  

Hebrews 1 1 :4 .  Why was Abe l ' s  offer ing "more 
exce l lent" than Cain 's? 

TPJS, pp.  58-59 , 1 69 .  Why did the Lord reject Cain 's  
offer ing? Did Cain ho ld the p riesthood? (See a lso 
Joseph F ie ldi ng  Smith, The Way to Perfection, p .  98 . )  

OBY, p .  1 04.  Why did Cai n k i l l  Abel? (see a lso 1 John 
3 : 1 1 - 1 2 ; Sm ith, Way to Perfection, pp .  1 00- 1 0 1 ) .  

OS, 1 :49 ;  2 : 280 .  Cain became a son o f  perdit ion . 

Re l ig ion 301 student manual ,  4-6 th rough 4-7; 4-24 
th roug h  4-27. 

Moses 6 :26-29 , 37-38 ;  7 :7-2 1 . What was the condit ion 
of the peop le  when Enoch went forth to estab l ish 
Z ion? 

Moses 7 : 62-64. What re l at ionsh ip  wi l l  the latter-day Zion 
h ave to Enoch 's  Zion? H ow wi l l  that re lationsh ip be 
b roug ht about? 

Hebrews 1 1  : 5 .  What b rought  about Enoch 's trans lat ion? 
4 Neph i  1 : 1 - 1 8 . What condit ions preva i led among the 

Neph ites that are typ ica l  of a Zion society? 
O&C 45 : 1 1 - 1 4. When w i l l  Enoch's c i ty retu rn? 
O&C 1 07:48-49 . I mportant events i n  Enoch 's l ife are 

out l i ned. 
TPJS, pp. 1 58-60, 231 . What have al l  prophets soug ht 

for  that we should a lso seek for? 
TPJS, p p .  1 69-71 , 1 9 1 .  The miss ion of Enoch and the 

doctri ne of trans lat ion are discussed. 
Spencer W. K imba l l ,  in CR, Apr. 1 978, p p .  1 1 9-21 . The 

b u i ld ing of Zion th roug h  sacrif ice and consecration is 
discussed. 

Bruce R. McCon kie, Ensign, May 1 977, pp. 1 1 5- 1 8 .  The 
estab l i shment of Zion in ou r day i s  discussed. 

Re l ig ion 301 student manual ,  4-8 th rough 4-22.  
Moses 8 :  1 6, 1 9-20, 23-24. What did Noah preach? 
Moses 8: 1 8 , 2 1 , 26. H ow was Noah's p reach ing 

received? 
Joseph Smi th-Matth ew 1 :41 -43 . How does Noah 's day 

compare with ou rs? 
TPJS, p, 251 . How did Noah g et the des ign for the ark? 
M F, p. 248 . What does the fate of the peop le of Noah 's  

day show about  the dangers of p rocrastinating 
repentance? 

Re l ig ion 301  student manual, 4-2 1 ; 4-23.  
Genes is 1 1  :4-6 .  What motive did the people have in  

b u i ld ing a c i ty and a tower? 
Ethe r  1 : 5 ,  33 . What was the ori g i n  of the Jaredites? I n  

wh ich t ime per iod did they o rig i nate? 
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2. The l anguages of the peop le  were confounded , 
and the peop le  were scattered over a l l  the earth 
(see Genesis 1 1  :5-9 ; JST, Genesis 1 1  :5-6). 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing i n  the 
scri pture content out l i ne. Se lect those concepts that 

The Confl ict between Righteousness and 
Wickedness (Sections A-C) 

This lesson covers al most two thousand years of the 
earth's h istory. Because of the l ength of the t ime period 
covered , i t  m ight be wel l to use this lesson to give an 
overview of the who le era. The events of this period 
dramatica l ly  i l l u strate the war between good and evi l 
u pon the earth. Indeed , the "war i n  heaven" (Reve lat ion 
1 2:7)  has conti nued u pon the earth. Review Moses 5:5-
1 5. As soon as Adam and Eve taught the gospel to their 
ch i l dren ,  Satan spread l ies among them and turned 
many toward evi l ,  even before Cain and Abel were born 
(see Moses 5: 1 6- 1 7). Show that the conf l ict between 
good and evi l conti nued.  

Contrasts 

Abel Cain 

Seth's Cain's 
posterity posterity 

Enoch and Peop le  of the wor ld in 
h i s  city Enoch's t ime 

The Nat ions of the earth after 
righteous Enoch was trans lated 
caught up 
i nto Zion 

Noah and Peop le  of the wor ld 
h is  fami ly  destroyed by the Flood 

The fam i ly  N imrod and the people 
of Jared who bu i l t  the tower of 

Babel 

Establishing Zion (Section B) 
Develop the fo l l owing points: 

Reference 

Genesis 4: 1 -8 ;  
Moses 5: 1 6-33 

Genesis 4: 1 6-26;  
Moses 5:42-6:23 

Genesis 5:2 1 -24; 
Moses 6:26-47 ; 
7:5-2 1 

Moses 7:22-27 

Genesis 6: 1 - 1 3 ;  
7: 1 ;  Moses 8: 1 3-
30 

Genesis 1 1 : 1 -9 ;  
Ether 1 :33-43 

1 .  Adam and a l l  the ho ly prophets sought to prepare 
their people to see God. 

2. Enoch and h i s  peop le  establ ished Zion during a 
period of extreme wicked ness. 

3. Prophets in the last d i spensation have the same 
goal of establ i sh ing Zion (see Rel igion 301  student 
manua l , 4-27). 

4. Our charge today i s  to overcome the wickedness 
of the wor ld and become a peop le  able to l ive the laws 
of Zion (see Spencer W. Kimbal l ,  in Conference Report , 
Apr. 1 978,  pp. 1 2 1 -24). 

Discuss the establ ishment of Zion by Enoch and the 
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you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to your students. 

Read with the students the Lord's statements about 
the last days (see Matthew 24:36-39; or Joseph Sm ith­
Matthew 1 :41 -43).  Us ing Genes is 6: 1 -4, 1 1 - 1 3 and 
Moses 8: 1 4-30 ,  compare condit ions i n  Noah's day with 
those i n  our d ay (use specif ic examp les from news 
broadcasts , newspapers , magaz ines ,  and so on) .  Read 
E lder Spencer W. K imbal l ' s  statement about the 
foo l i shness of the people in Noah's time (see The 
Miracle of Forgiveness,  p. 248) ,  and d i scuss the 
imp l i cations for us. Testify of the preparat ion that wi l l  be 
necessary for us  to end ure t imes of tribu lat ion. Use the 
fol l owing statement by E lder Ezra Taft Benson as one 
exam p le  of the preparat ion req u ired: "The reve lat ion to 
store food may be as essent ia l  to our tem poral salvat ion 
today as board i ng the ark was to the people i n  the days 
of Noah" ( i n  Conference Report , Oct. 1 973, p. 9 1 ). If we 
may preserve our physical l ives by fol l owi ng the 
counse l  of the prophets ,  how much more important i s  it 
to save ourselves from s pir itual d eath by fol lowing the 
counsel of the prophets? 

establ i shment of a latter-day Zion in our d ispensat ion 
before the comi ng of Christ. Th i s  latter-day Zion wi l l  be 
u n ited with Enoch's Zion and wi l l  be the Lord's abode 
d ur ing the M i l lenn i um (see Moses 7:62-65). Point out 
that the Zion of Enoch 's  t ime was establ ished in  a day of 
great wickedness such as wi l l  a lso be the case i n  our 
t ime. Transparency 4 i l l u strates the para l le ls  between our 
d ispensation and the d i spensat ion of Enoch. 

Discuss what wi l l  be req u ired of the Saints to 
estab l ish  the latter-day Zion. Use Pres ident Spencer W. 
K imbal l's talk given i n  the welfare session of general 
conference on 1 Apri l 1 978 ( i n  Conference Report , Apr. 
1 978,  pp. 1 1 9-24). 



GENESIS 1 2-1  7 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Genesis 1 2-13. Through His Obedience, Abram 
Was Preserved by God and Led to the Promised 
Land 
1 .  G reat b l essings were promised to Abram (see 

Genesi s  12:1-3; 1 3:1 4-1 8 ) .  
2 .  Famine in t h e  promised [and caused Ab ram to 

go to Egypt (see G enesis  1 2:4-1 3; J ST, Genes is 
13:1 1 ) .  

3 .  T h e  Lord protected Abram and Sarai in Egypt 
(see G enesis 1 2: 1 4-20) . 

4. Abram prospered and sett led in the promised' 
[and (see G enesi s  1 3; JST,  Genesis  1 3: 1 3-1 4) .  

B .  Genesis 14. Abraham Served Under the Great 
High Priest Melchizedek 
1 .  Abraham pursued fore ign rai ders and rescued 

Lot (see Genesis 1 4: 1 - 1 6) .  
2 .  Melch izedek b l essed Ab ram (see Genesis 

1 4:17-20; JST,  G enesis  1 4: 1 7-20) .  
3 .  Abram refused t r ibute from the k ing of  Sodom 

(see G enesis  1 4:21 -24) .  
4 .  Melchizedek,  the g reat h igh pr iest ,  establ i shed 

r ig hteousness among his people (see JST, 
Genesis 1 4:25-40) .  

C. Genesis 15-17. Abram Was Blessed to Be the 
Father of Many Nations 
1 .  The b lessing s upon Ab ram were reaffi rmed by 

covenant (see Genes is  1 5: 1 -1 1 :  JST, Genesis 
1 5:9-12). 

2. The Lord prophesied of the bondage of Ab ram's 
posterity in Egypt and a lso of the i r  eventual  
freedom (see G enesis 1 5: 1 2-1 6) 

3. The extent of the promised [and was revealed to 
A bram (see Genesis  1 5: 1 7-2 1 ) .  

4 .  Sarai g ave her handmaid Hagar to Abram, but 
Hagar began to d espise her  mistress after 
conceiving a c h i l d  (see Genesis 1 6: 1 -6) .  

5 .  The Lord promised b lessings to I s hmael (see 
G enesis  16:7- 1 6; 1 7:20 ;  JST, Genesis  1 6:14-20) .  

6 .  Ab ram and Sarai were cal l ed Ab raham and 
Sarah by the Lord (see Genesi s  1 7:5 , 1 5) .  

7 .  T h e  Lord reaffi rmed h is  promise t o  Abraham that 
he wou l d  be a father  of nations and kings (see 
G enesis  17: 1 -6; JST,  Genesis  1 7: 1 - 1 0) .  

8 .  The practice of c i rc umcis ion was ordained as a 
token of the Lord's covenant with Ab raham (see 

5 

SUPPLEMENTARY STUOY SOURCES 

Rel ig ion 301 stu d ent manua l ,  5-1 th roug h  5-7. 
Abraham 1 : 1 8-1 9 .  Th ro u g h  whose ministry is  the 

Messiah to be known forever? 
A b raham 2:8-1 1 .  What specif ic promises were made to 

A braham and h i s  seed? 
Ga lat ians 3:7-9, 2 7-29. Who are the c h i l d ren of 

A b raham who wi l l  be b l essed with h im? 
TPJS ,  pp. 59-60. D id  Abraham h ave the gospel of 

Ch rist? 
DBY, p .  1 06 .  Who may obtain the promise and 

b l essings of Abraham? 
DS,  1 :  164-65; 3:244-47,  249-50. The covenant and 

b l essings of Abraham are discussed . 
Edward J .  Brandt ,  "The J o u rneys and Events of the Life 

of Abraham," Ensign, Feb. 1973, pp. 40-41. This 
artic l e  g ives a good c h ronolog i cal summary of 
A b raham's jou rneys .  

Edward J .  B randt ,  "The Covenants and B lessings of 
Abraham," Ensign, Feb .  1 973,  pp. 42-43 . This art ic le 
g ives a g ood summary and a harmony of the 
b l essings of A braham, I saac , and Jacob.  

Re[ig ion 30 1 stud ent manua l ,  5-8 t h rough 5-9. 
A[ma 1 3: 1 4- 1 9 .  What d i d  Me[ch izedek accompl ish 

among h i s  people? What were h i s  t i t les? 
D&C 84:6-1 4. Who ordained A braham to the 

priesthood? 
D&C 107:1-4. Why is  the h i g h  priesthood cal led after 

Mel c h izedek? (see a lso D&C 76:57) .  
D&C 1 38:41 . Who i s  "the g reat h i g h  priest"? 
Bruce R .  McConkie ,  in CR,  Apr .  1974, p. 103 . What is  

one reason that Me[ch izedek possessed such g reat 
powers? 

Bruce R. McConkie,  in CR, Oct. 1 97 7 ,  pp. 52-53 . What 
powers of the priesthood d i d  Me[ch izedek have? (see 
also JST, G enes is  14:26-29, 33-37 ,  40) . 

Re[ig ion 301  stu dent manua l ,  5-10 t h rou g h  5-20.  
John 8:56. What d id  A b raham see in vis ion? 
D&C 132:34, 65.  Why d i d  Sarah g ive Hagar to Ab raham 

as a wife? 
AF, p .  127 .  The ord inances of c i rcumcis ion and baptism 

are compared .  
AF, p .  4 1 4 .  What was the authority structu re i n  anc ient 

patr iarchal  fami l ies?  
TPJS,  pp. 149-50 .  What effect does the Ho[y G host have 

on a Genti[e who is baptized and thus becomes an 
he i r  to t h e  b lessings of Abraham? 
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Genesis 1 7 : 7- 1 4 ,  23-27 ;  JST, Genesis 1 7 : 1 1 - 1 2) . 
9. The Lord b lessed Sarah and prophesied of the 

birth of Isaac (see Genesis 1 7 : 1 5-21 ; JST, 
Genes is 1 7 :23) 

SOME SUGGES TIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scriptu re content out l ine. Select those concepts that 

What Is the Abrahamic Covenant? (Section A) 
Understand ing  the Abraham ic covenant i s  essential 

to understand ing the concept of a chosen or covenant 
peop le  of the Lord . List the fou r  major covenant 
b lessings  and p romises the Lord gave to Abraham : 

1 .  A p romised land (see Genesis 1 2 : 7 ;  1 3 : 1 5 ; 1 5 : 1 8: 
Abraham 2 : 1 9) . 

2 .  Nu merous posterity (Genesis 1 2 :2 ;  1 3 : 1 6 ; 1 5 :5 ;  
1 7 :2-6 ;  22 :  1 7 ; Abraham 1 : 2 ;  2 :9 ;  3 :  1 4 ) . 

3. A g reat name (Genesis 1 2 : 2 ;  Abraham 2 :9- 1 1 ) . 
4. His poste rity to b less the nations of the wor ld 

(Genes is 1 2 : 2-3 ; 1 8 : 1 8 ; 22 :  1 8 ; Abraham 1 :  1 8 ; 2 :9- 1 1 ) . 
a. They wou l d  exert a r ighteous i nf luence throug hout 

the world .  
b .  They wou l d  take t h e  gospel b less ings and 

p riesthood to the world .  
c .  The Savior  of the wor ld wou ld  come th rough 

Abraham's l i neage .  
After d iscuss ing these b less ings ,  teach that those not 

born in the l i neage of Abraham may obtain al l of these 
b less ings th roug h  the law of adoption when they join the 
Chu rch  and embrace the covenants (see Abraham 
2 : 1 0 ) . 

Joseph Smith taught  that a l l  p romises are "earned by 
our  own di l igence in keeping His commandments and 
wal k ing u pr ight ly before Him"  (Teachings of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, p. 66) . 

Who May Receive the BleSSings of Abraham? 
(Sections A, C) 

Be su re that you r students understand that everyone 
may receive the b less ings of Abraham throug h  baptism ,  
even though they may not  have been born in  the  Church 

Characterizations of Abraham (Sections A-C) 
Abraham's  t i t les i nd icate what is required to receive 

the b less ings  of Abraham . Have the students read the 
fo l l owing  scr i ptu res and then discuss the qualities 
Abraham had that we should seek to deve lop .  

"Friend of  God" (James 2:23) . What i s  req u i red of us 
to become friends of God? (see a lso D&C 84:63 ,  77 ;  
93:45-46 ) . 

What Are the Blessings of the Melchizedek 
Priesthood? (Section B) 

Us ing the add ress by E lder  Bruce R. McConkie in 
Confe rence Report ,  October 1 977 ,  pages 49-53, outline ' 
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you feel wi l l  be the most he l pfu l  to you r stud ents. 

E lder  Bruce R. McConkie related the Abrahamic 
covenant to the gospel  today: 

"Abraham fi rst received the gospel by baptism 
(which is the covenant of salvation ) ;  then he had 
conferred u pon h i m  the higher  p riesthood , and he 
entered into ce lestial marriage (which is the covenant of 
exaltat ion ) ,  gaining assu rance thereby that he wou ld  
have eternal  increase ; fina l ly  he received a promise that 
a l l  of these b less ings wou l d  be offered to a l l  of his 
mortal posterity . (Abra. 2 :6- 1 1 ;  D. & C. 1 32 :29-50. ) 
Inc l uded i n  the divi ne p romises to Abraham was the 
ass u rance that C h rist wou ld  come th rough  his lineage ,  
and the assurance that Abraham 's poster i ty wou ld  
receive certain cho ice ,  p romised lands  as  an eternal 
i nher itance. (Abra. 2 ;  Gen .  1 7 ; 22: 1 5- 1 8 ;  Gal. 3 . ) 

"Al l of these promises l u m ped together are cal led the 
Abrahamic covenant. Th is  covenant was renewed with 
Isaac (Gen .  24 :60 ;  26 : 1 -4 ,  24 ) and again with Jacob.  
(Gen.  28 ;  35 :9- 1 3 ;  48:3-4. ) Those portions of it which 
pertain to personal exaltation and eternal increase are 
renewed with each member of the house of Israel who 
enters the order of celestial marriage; through that order 
the participat ing parties become inheritors of a l l  the 
b less ings  of Abraham , Isaac , and Jacob. (D .  & C .  1 32 ;  
Rom.  9 :4 ;  Ga l .  3 ;  4 . ) "  (Mormon Doctrine, p .  1 3 . ) 

Religion 301  student manual , 5-20, p rovides another 
approach to teach ing the promises of Abraham. 

(see Abraham 2 : 1 0 ; Romans 9 :6-8 ;  Galatians 3:27-29 ) . 
Read the Prophet Joseph Smi th ' s  statement about the 
effect the Holy G host has upon a G entile who accepts 
the gospel  (see Teachings, pp. 1 49-50) . 

"Father of the faithfu l" (Galatians 3:8-9) . How is 
faithfu lness to God and to ou r covenants re lated to the 
Lord ' s  p romises to us? 

One of the "jewels" of God (D&C 1 01 :3-4) . What must 
an indiv idua l  demonstrate to God to become one of his 
"jewels"?  (see a lso Zechariah 9 : 1 6 ; Malachi  3 : 1 7) . 

ten b lessings of the Me lchizedek Pr iesthood .  List these 
potent ia l  b less ings ,  and discuss with the students how 
Abraham and Me lch izedek acted to obtain the 
p romised b less i ngs .  



GENESIS 1 8-23 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Genesis 1 8 : 1 -1 9 ;  21 : 1 -21 . Abraham Received 
Isaac, His Promised Son 
1 .  Messengers from the Lord prophesied of the 

b i rth of I saac (see Genesis 1 8 : 1 -1 9; JST, 
Genesis  1 8 : 3 ,  9 , 1 3- 1 4, 1 6-1 8 ) .  

2 .  I saac w a s  b o r n  (see G e n e s i s  2 1  : 1 -8 ;  JST, 
Genesis 2 1 : 1 -2 ,  5-7 ) .  

3 .  Though I saac w a s  g iven t h e  b i rthr ig ht ,  I s hmael 
was g iven g reat b less ings and promises (see 
Genesis 21 : 9-2 1 ) .  

B .  Genesis 1 8 :20-1 9 :38. Sodom and Gomorrah 
Were Destroyed 
1 .  Abraham besought  the Lord to refrain from 

d estroy ing Sodom (see Genesis 1 8 :20-33; JST, 
Genesis  1 8 : 1 9-42) 

2. Lot 's  household was mi rac u l ous ly  preserved 
(see Genesis 1 9: 1 - 1 1 ; J ST, Genesis 1 9:9-1 5) 

3. Lot was warned , so he fled with his wife and 
daughters to safety (see Genesis 1 9: 1 2-23;  JST, 
Genesis 9 : 1 8-20) .  

4 .  The cit ies were destroyed through t h e  power of 
the priesthood (see Genesis 1 9:24-29; JST, 
Genesis 1 9: 3 1 ) .  

5 .  Th ro u g h  the wickedness o f  Lot's daug hters, two 
n ations were estab l i s hed as descend ants of Lot 
(see Genesis  1 9: 30-38; JST, Genesis 1 9 :35,  37,  
39) . 

C. Genesis 22. Abraham Was Tried by a Severe Test 
1 .  Abraham was commanded to offe r h i s  son I saac 

as a sac rif ice (see Genesis 22: 1 -2) .  
2 .  The sacrif ice of I saac was in  simi l i tude of  the 

aton ement of Ch rist (see Genes is  22:3-1 4).  
3 .  Abraham was g reat ly b lessed because of h i s  

o b e d i e n c e  ( s e e  G e n e s i s  22 : 1 5-24) . 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Rel ig ion  3 0 1  student man ual , 6-2 through 6-5 . 
Hebrews 1 1  :9 .  I saac was named hei r to what promise? 
Hebrews 1 1 :  1 8 . Pau l g ives his testimony of the b i rthr ight  

of I saac . 
Spencer W. Kimbal l ,  i n  CR , Oct. 1 973, pp. 1 48-49. The 

Lord's promises are fu l fi l l e d .  
Spencer W. Kimbal l ,  "When Wi l l  t h e  World Be 

Converted ?" Ensign, Oct. 1 974 , p. 7. Is anyth ing too 
hard for the Lord? 

Re l ig ion  301  stu dent manual , 6-6 th rough 6-9. 
2 Peter 2 : 6 ;  J u d e  1 : 7 .  The destruction of Sod om and 

G omorrah i s  an example to whom? 
OS, 3 : 39 .  Why d i d  the Lord destroy these wicked cit ies? 
MF, pp. 78,  1 36.  What was one of the most ser ious s ins  

of Sod om and Gomorrah? Why were these cit ies not 
preserved from destruct ion? 

Spencer W.  Kimbal l ,  i n  CR , Apr.  1 975, pp. 1 6 1 -62 . Why 
were Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed? How simi lar  
to the i rs are the c i rcumstances of people today? 

Marion G. Romney, in CR , Oct. 1 97 7 ,  pp. 1 9-22 .  How 
can such calamities as came upon Sodom and 
Gomorrah be avo ided? What does God req u i re? 

Heber  J. G rant,  J .  Reuben Clark,  J r . ,  and David O .  
McKay, i n  Messages of the First Presidency, 6:  1 1 2-
1 3 . U n d e r  what cond it ions wi l l  God spare a people? 

Re l ig ion  30 1 stu dent man u a l ,  6-1 ; 6-1 1 th rou g h  6-1 2 :  
6-1 4 t h rough 6-1 5 .  

Heb rews 1 1 :  1 7  - 1 9. What hope a n d  promise gave 
Abraham the faith that made him wi l l ing to offer 
I saac? 

Jacob 4 : 5 .  What was God 's  pu rpose in  asking Abraham 
to sac rif ice h i s  son? 

Abraham 1 : 5-7,  1 1 - 1 2 . Why was it part icu lar ly d ifficu l t  
for  A b raham to be wi l l i ng to offer h is  son as a 
sacrif ice? 

D&C 1 32 : 29-30, 36-37 .  What was Abraham's reward fo r 
obedience? 

Moses 5 : 7 ;  D&C 1 38 : 1 3 .  What is  the symbol ism of 
sacrif ice? 

TPJS,  p. 322 . What is  req u i red to obtai n exaltat ion? 
History of the Church, 4:260. What part did the 

premortal l ife play i n  the se lection of Abraham as the 
"fathe r  of the faithfu l " ?  

Bruce R .  McConk ie ,  i n  CR , Apr . ,  1 975,  pp. 74-77. What 
is expected of us in sacrif ice and consecration? 

Spencer W. Kimbal l ,  i n  CR,  Oct. 1 952,  pp 48-49. What 
d i d  Abraham man ifest thro u g h  th is  experience? 

Spencer W. Kimbal l ,  "The Example of Ab raham," 
Ensign, June 1 975,  pp.  3-7 . Th is  artic le  g ives an 
exce l l ent overview of the faithfu l ness of Abraham. 

Melvi n J. Ba l lard , "The Sacramental Covenant," New 
Era , Jan.  1 976. pp. 9-1 1 .  Th is  artic le  compares the 
sacrif ices of Abraham and God the Father .  
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D. Genesis 20 ; 21 :22-34 ; 23. Abraham Lived in the 
World but Was Not of the World 
1 .  Abraham was cha l lenged and tested by 

Ab ime lech (see G enesis 20; JST, Genesis 20:3-
6) .  

2 .  Abraham negot iated over water r ig hts (see 
Genesis 21 : 22-34) . 

3. When Sarah died, Abraham secured a fami ly  
bu ria l  p l ot (see G enesis 23;  JST,  Genes is  23 :8 ) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
sc riptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 
you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r  students; 

The Law of Sacrifice Today (Section C) 
Discuss the fol l owing questions :  
1 .  What i s  the l aw of sacrif ice? (see Bruce R .  

McConkie,  i n  Conference Report, Apr .  1 975, p .  74) .  
2 .  How does the l aw o f  sacrif ice apply t o  gospel  

l iv ing today? 
3. What are some of the ways we can imp lement the 

l aw of sacrif ice in ou r  l ives? 
Use excerpts from President Ezra Taft Benson 's talk 

in Conference Report, Apr i l 1 979, pages 45-48, to he lp 
students u nderstand how the pr inc ip le  of  sacrif ice 
app l ies  to the m .  

L ist on the chalkboard a n d  then discuss the fou r 
ways President Benson said that the pr inc ip le  of 
sacrif ice may be p racticed today. 

Use the material under the heading  "Pr inc ip les of 
sacrif ice and consecration" in E lder Bruce R .  
McConkie 's talk i n  Conference Report ,  Apri I 1 975 , 
pages 74-75, to he lp  the students see the importance of 

In Simi l itude of the Sacrifice of Christ (Section C) 
Review with the students the story of the near 

sacrif ice of I saac . The fo l l owing verses m ight be 
emph asized as you examine  the scri ptu ral text: 

1 .  Genes is 22 :3 .  Did Abraham resi st obeyi ng the 
comm andment or  p rocrasti nate obeying it? 

2 .  Genes is 22 :2 ,  1 2, 1 6. What is s ign if icant about the 
fact that Abraham was commanded to offer h i s  "only 
son"? (see a lso Hebrews 1 1  : 1 7-20) . Though  i n  fact 
I saac was not Abraham 's  on ly  son ,  he was Abraham's 
on ly  son with the lega l  r ight to the b i rthr ight and the on ly 
son th roug h  whom the p romises of the covenant could 
be fu l fi l l ed. 

Sodom and Gomorrah : A Lesson for Our Time 
(Section B) 

Discuss the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah and 
the message that that event conveys to people today. 
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Re l ig ion 301 student manua l , 5-5 ;  6- 1 3 . 

however ,  sections A and C contain concepts that 
shou ld p robably be taug ht. 

their i ntent, the i r  wi l l i ng ness , and thei r  attitude in mak ing 
sacrif ice .  

President Haro ld  B.  Lee sa id :  " I  bear witness that not 
u nti l a person has been w i l l i ng  to sacrif ice al l he 
possessed i n  the world, not even withholding h is  own 
l ife i f  i t  were necessary for the upbu i ldi ng  of the 
k ingdom ,  can he c la im k insh ip to Him who g ave his l i fe 
that men m i g ht be" ("A Su re Trumpet Sound: 
Quotations from President Lee, "  Ensign, Feb. 1 974, p .  
79) .  

Read the fo l lowing  statement from Lectures on Faith: 
" It is in vain for persons to fancy to themselves that they 
are he i rs with those, or can be he i rs with them, who 
have offered the i r  al l in sacrifice ,  un l ess they, i n  l ike 
manner ,  offer u nto h im  the same sacrifice" (6 :8 ) .  

D iscuss  some of  the specif ic sacrif ices we are asked 
to m ake and bear testimony of the fact that sacrif ice is a 
pre requ i site to faith (see Lectures on Faith 6 : 1 0) .  

3 .  Genes is 22 : 7-8. How does th is experience typify 
the Savior? (see a lso Moses 5 :7 ;  D&C 1 38 :43) .  

4 .  J acob 4 :5 .  What was the  Lord's pu rpose in testi ng  
Abraham i n  th is  manner? 

Do  you th ink Abraham understood the futu re 
atonement of Ch rist  better because of th is  experience? 

Me lv in  J .  Bal lard's talk i n  the New Era, January 1 976, 
pages 9 - 1 1 ,  cou ld be very he lpfu l  in this discuss ion .  
You can a lso f ind the ta lk i n  the fo l lowing sou rces : 
Improvement Era, Oct. 1 9 1 9 , pp .  1 029-3 1 ; Alan P .  
Johnson , The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, pp .  20 1 -
4 ;  Me lv in  R .  Bal lard, Melvin J. Ballard, Crusader for 
Righteousness,  p p .  1 35-37. 



GENESIS 24-36 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT O UTLINE 

A. Genesis 24. Great Effort Was Made to Ensure 
That the Marriage of Isaac Was with in the 
Covenant 
1 .  A wife was fou n d  for I saac th roug h  revelation 

(see Genesis  24: 1 -60 ; see also J ST, Genesis 
24: 2 , 8) . 

2. I saac and Re bekah were marr ied (see Genesis 
24: 6 1 -67) .  

B. Genesis 25-26. Isaac Inherited the Promises of 
His Father, Abraham 
1 .  Other  fami l ies from Ab raham are l i sted (see 

Genesis  25: 1 -4, 1 1 - 1 8) .  
2 .  Abraham d i e d  (see Genesis 25:5- 1 0) .  
3 .  Esau and Jacob,  the he i rs of  I saac , were born 

(see Genes is  25 : 1 9-28; JST, Genesis 25:22) .  
4.  Esau marr ied outs ide the covenant and sold h is 

b i rth r ight  (see Genesis 25: 29-34 ; 26:34-35).  
5 .  The Lord reaff i rmed the covenant with I saac 

(Genes is  26: 1 -5, 24-25) . 
6. I saac was cha l lenged by Abimelech,  but I saac 

and Abime lec h  l ater renewed the i r  ag reement 
about water  r ights (see Genesis  26:6-33) . 

C. Genesis 27-31 . Jacob Was Blessed As the 
Birthright Son of Isaac 
1 .  The b i rthr ight  b l ess ing  was g iven to Jacob,  

wh ich caused Esau to h ate h im (see Genes is  
27) .  

2 .  J acob went  to Padan-aram to  marry one of 
Laban 's  daug hters;  Esau took another wife, 
d au ghter  of I s h mael (see Genesis 28: 1 -9) .  

3 .  Jacob's b l essi ngs were confi rmed i n  a g reat 
v is ion (see Genesis  28 : 1 0-22;  JST, Genesis 
28 :22) . 

4. Jacob marr ied (see Genesis  29: 1 -30) . 

5. Jacob and h i s  wives had twe lve sons (see 
Genesis  2 9 : 3 1 -35; 30: 1 -24 ) .  

6 .  J a c o b  p rospered and was d i rected th roug h  
reve lat ion to retu rn to the l a n d  o f  p romise (see 
Genes is  30: 25-43; 3 1 ) .  

D .  Genesis 32-36. Israel the Man and Israel the 
People 
1 .  Jacob was renamed I s rael ,  and h e  reu n ited with 

Esau in peace (see Genesis 32: 1 -33 : 1 7) .  
2 .  S i meon and Levi s lew t h e  Shechemites because 

the son of the Shechemite prince had defi led 
D inah (see Genes i s  33:  1 8-34 : 3 1  ) .  

SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Rel ig ion  3 0 1  stu d e nt manua l ,  B-1 th roug h  B-4; 7- 1 
t h ro u g h  7-3. 
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Deuteronomy 7 : 3-4.  What was I s rael tau g ht about 
marry i n g  outs i d e  the covenant? (see also Nehemiah 
1 0 :30;  1 3 :25) .  

2 Cor in th ians 6 :  1 4- 1 8 .  What d i rect ions d i d  Paul  g ive 
about the marr iage of be l ievers? (see also D&C 74:5) .  

DBY,  pp.  1 95-97 .  What i s  the potent ia l  of those who 
marry in the temple?  What cu rses came u pon ancient 
I s rael for fai l i n g  to marry i n  the covenant? 

Spencer  W. K imbal l ,  "The I m portance of Celest ia l  
Marr iag e , "  Ensign , Oct. 1 979,  pp .  3-6.  Why should 
we not r isk marryi n g  out  of the temple? (see a lso 
TPJS,  p p .  300-30 1 , and M F, p p .  239-41 ) .  

Spencer W.  K i m b al l ,  "Temples a n d  Eternal  Marr iage, " 
Ensign, A u g .  1 974, p p .  2-5 . Wort h i ness and eternal 
marr iage b r i n g  ete rnal happi ness.  

R e l i g i o n  301  student  man u a l ,  7-4 t h rough 7-1 1 .  
M F ,  p .  63. How d o  some peop le  today "se l l "  or  

jeopardize the i r b i rth r ig ht? 
G o rdon B. H inck ley,  in CR, Apr. 1 979, pp. 90-9 1 . Some 

examples of modern-day t rad i n g  of the b i rthr ight  are 
c ited . 

A. Theodore Tutt le ,  i n  C R ,  Oct. 1 972,  p p .  68-69 . What is  
I saac remembered for? 

History of the Church, 4:261 -62 . With his l egal  c la im as 
he i r ,  why d i d  Esau reject the b i rthr ig ht? 

Re l ig ion  301 stu dent  manua l ,  7- 1 2  through 7-1 6. 
Romans 9: 1 0- 1 4 . Jacob was foreord ained to receive the 

b i rthr ight .  
TPJ S ,  p .  304-5. What was J acob's d ream of  the ladder  

about? 
OS, 2 : 2 3 1 -32 . Why is  Bethel  cons idered eq u ivalent to a 

tem ple? 

Re l ig ion 301  stu dent  manual , 7-24 th rou g h  7-29 . 
OS, 1 :  1 7 . D i d  Jacob wrest le  with the Lord? 
History of the Church, 2: 1 96 .  H ow did Jacob obtain his 

r ig hts and a new t i t le? 

1 3  



3 .  The Lord reconfi rmed the covenant with Jacob at 
Bethel (see Genesis 35 : 1 - 1 5) .  

4 .  After Rachel  d ied i n  ch i l db i rth ,  Jacob sett led in  
Hebron ,  where h i s  father Isaac d ied (see 
Genesis 35) . 

5 .  The fam i ly  of Esau became a g reat nat ion (see 
Genesis 36) . 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
sc ri ptu re content out l i ne .  Select those concepts that 

The Family of Israel (Sections A-C) 
It is important for the covenant peop le to understand 

thei r heritage i n  the house of Israe l .  
The  mean ings  o f  the names o f  the sons o f  Jacob 

i nd icate the personal strugg l i ngs  of Jacob's wives.  Use 
transparency 5 to b rief ly review Leah 's  and Rache l 's  
fee l i ngs .  Note a lso that Genesis 3 1 : 1 4- 1 6 i nd icates that 
they both s u pported Jacob when they left the i r  father 's 
home. 

Use transparency 6 to discuss the d ifference 

The Example of Rebekah (Section A) 
E lder  B ruce R. McConkie used the examp le  of 

Rebekah 's obedience to i l l ust rate the importance of 
marriage in the covenant.  D iscuss these teach ings and 
thei r p resent-day app l ication :  

"May I now take ou r  common ancestor, Rebekah , as 
a pattern for what her  daug hters in the chu rch today can 
do. And as I read the account re l ative to Rebekah , 
p lease have i n  m ind  the su bject of eternal marr iage. 
Th is is  one of the g reat scri ptu ral i l l u strat ions of what 
ought to be where marr iage is concerned . . . .  

" . . .  Rebekah was barren unt i l  Isaac entreated the 
Lord on her behalf ,  and then she conceived . Then 
Jacob and Esau , wh i le  yet in  her womb ,  strugg led 
together .  She was t roub led and asked ,  'Why am I thus?' 
The scr i ptu re says , 'She went to i nqu i re of the Lord.  And 
the Lord said u nto her, Two nat ions are i n  thy womb , '  
and  he t hen  descr ibed them. (See Genesis 25 :2 1 -24 . )  

"My purpose i n  te l l i ng th is  story i s  to  show that when 
Rebekah was trou b led and needed divine g u idance,  
she herse l f  took the matter u p  with the Lord , and he 
spoke to her  i n  rep ly .  The Lord g ives revel ation to 
women who p ray to h im  in fai th .  

"When Jacob and Esau had g rown to matu rity, the 
g reatest concern of the i r  parents was the matter of 
whom they shou ld  marry .  The record says that Esau 
'took to wife J u d it h  the daughte r of Beeri the H ittite , and 
Bashemath the daughter of Elon the H itt ite; which were 
a g rief of m ind  unto Isaac and to Rebekah . '  (Genesis 
26:34, 35.)  What th is means i s  that Esau marr ied out of 
the Chu rch .  Esau did not enter the Lord ' s  system of 
ce lestial marr iage ,  and h i s  marr iage b rought g reat 
sorrow to h i s  parents. 

" Rebekah had g reat anxiety as to whom Jacob wou ld 
marry .  She was fearfu l  that he ,  too , m ight  depart from 
the teach ings of his parents and marry someone who 
was not e l i g ib le  to receive the b less ings of eternal 
marriage.  

"And so the scr iptu re says [Genesis 27 :46] . That is to 
say ,  Rebekah thought  her  whole l i fe wou ld be wasted i f  
Jacob marr ied out of the C h u rch .  She knew he cou ld  not 
enter the g ate lead ing  to exaltat ion un less he was 
marr ied in the new and everlast ing covenant of 
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you feel w i l l  be the most he lpfu l to you r students. 

between the sons of Israel and the t r ibes of Israe l .  The 
tr ibe of Levi was ass igned to b less and admin ister i n  the 
p ri esthood and was not given a specif ic i nheritance of 
land (see Deuteronomy 33 :8- 1 1 ;  Joshua 1 3 : 1 4 , 33; 
1 4 :3-4; 2 1  :3) .  Joseph received the b i rthr ig ht .  wh ich 
inc luded the doub le port ion of land that was g iven to h is  
sons .  Joseph i s  not  l i sted as one of  the tr i bes of  Israel 
because each of his sons was considered a son of 
Jacob and was counted as the head of a tr ibe (see 
Genesis 48 :5 ;  JST, Genes is 48 :5- 1 1 ) .  

marr iage ,  and s o  s h e  brought the matter to Isaac's 
attention .  

"Th is ,  I th ink ,  i s  a g reat object lesson .  The mother was 
g reat ly concerned about the marr iage of her  son , and 
she p revai led u pon the father to do someth ing about i t .  
She was acti ng as a gu ide  and a l i g ht to Isaac , as my 
wife often does to me .  

"And so the account says [Genes is  28 :  1 ] . 
" How many of us and of ou r  ch i l d ren have received 

b less ings ,  patr iarchal  b less ings ,  in  which we are told  to 
marry i n  the temple or to be marr ied for t ime and a l l  
etern i ty? So it was w i th  Jacob. Isaac b lessed h i m  and 
g ave h i m  a command that meant, 'Thou shalt not marry 
out of the C h u rch . '  

"Now, when w e  are a m i nority part o f  the popu lat ion ,  
i t  i s  somet imes d ifficu l t  to f ind a marr iage companion i n  
the Chu rc h .  We have to  go to  g reat lengths to  associate 
with faithfu l Latter-day Saints, to associate with good , 
c lean peop le  who are worthy to have a temp le 
recommend .  

"And so Isaac not  on ly sai d ,  'Thou sha l t  not  take a 
wife of the daug hte rs of Canaan , '  but he also gave h im 
aff i rmative counsel  . . .  [see Genesis 28:2-4] . 

"That i s  to say, if Jacob marr ied i n  the Church and 
was true and faithfu l ,  he wou ld  be b lessed with eternal 
i nc rease and with a cont i nuat ion of the fami l y  unit i n  
etern i ty ,  a s  h is  g randfather  Abraham had been b lessed 
before h im .  That he was obedient and faithfu l we l earn 
from latter-day reve lat ion wh ich te l l s  us that Abraham , 
Isaac , and Jacob each entered the new and everl asti ng 
covenant of marr iage ,  each 'd id  none other  th ings than 
that wh ich they were commanded ; '  and they 'have 
entered in to the i r  exaltat ion ,  accord ing  to the promises ,  
and s i t  u pon th rones,  and are not angels but are gods . '  
(D&C 1 32 :37 . )  

"What we say fo r  Abraham, Isaac , and  Jacob,  we say 
a lso for Sarah , Rebekah . and Rache l , the wives who 
stood at their s ides and who, with them, were t rue and 
faithfu l in al l t h i ngs .  Men are not saved alone, and 
women do  not gain an eternal fu l ness except in and 
th rough the conti nuat ion of the fam i l y  unit in  eternity .  
Salvat ion i s  a fami l y  affai r . "  ( In Conference Report ,  
Syd ney Austral ia  Area Conference 1 976, pp .  34-35 . )  

ffl 
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GENESIS 3 7 -50 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Genesis 37 ; 39-40. The Power of Preparation and 
Personal Righteousness Was Manifest in 
Joseph's Life 
1 .  Joseph was b lessed for his personal 

r ig hteousness (see Genesis 37: 1 - 1 1  ) .  
2. Joseph 's  d i sobedient brothers sought h is l i fe 

and so ld h im  into s lavery (see Genesis 37: 1 2-36 ; 
39:1 ) .  

3 .  I n  Egypt Joseph withstood t h e  tem ptat ions of 
Potiphar 's  wife (see Genesis 39:2-20) .  

4 .  He had spi r i tual  freedom and received 
revelat ions wh i l e  in  bond age (see Genesis 
39 :2 1 -23 ; 40) .  

B. Genesis 38.  Judah's Lineage Was Preserved 
Despite H is  Wickedness 
1 .  Judah had th ree sons by a Canaan ite woman 

(see Genes is  38 1 -5 ) .  
2 .  A chosen l i neage was p reserved (see Genesis 

38 :6- 1 1 , 27-30; J ST, Genesis 38 :8-9 ) .  
3 .  J udah committed adu ltery and acknowledged 

h is  fai l u re to obey the levi rate law (see Genesis 
38: 1 2-26) .  

c. Genesis 41 : 1 -47:1 2.  Joseph Was a Savior to 
Israel 
1 .  A b less ing resu lted from reve lation :  Joseph was 

made a ru le r  i n  Egypt (see Genesis 41 1 -45 ) .  
2 .  Du ring years o f  p lenty, Joseph  prepared Egypt 

for fam ine  (see G enesis 4 1  :46-57) . 
3 .  Joseph tested the other sons of Jacob and 

p reserved them (see Genesis 42-45) .  
4 .  Joseph establ i shed Jacob and h is  fami ly  ( I s rae l )  

i n  Egypt (see Genes is 46: 1 -47:1 2 ) .  

D. Genesis 47 :1 3-26. During the Famine, Joseph 
Preserved the People and Strengthened the 
Pharaoh's Sovereignty 
1 .  The stored foods were ad m in istered without the 

dole (see G enesis 47:1 3- 1 7) .  
2 .  T h e  people volu ntari ly  s o l d  themse lves a n d  the i r  

lands to the pharaoh for  food (see Genesis 
47: 1 8-22) .  

3 .  Joseph prov ided seed for the  peop le  and  taxed 
them one-fifth of thei r inc rease (see Genesis 
47 :22-26) .  

E. Genesis 48 :1 -49:28. Israel Gave Patriarchal 
B lessings to His Posterity 
1 .  The b i rth r ight  was conferred u pon Ephraim (see 

Genes is 48) . 
2. The p romise of the scepter was g iven to Judah 

(see Genes is 49:8- 1 2 ) ,  
3 ,  Joseph received the b i rth r ight  b less ing (see 

Genesis 49 : 22-26) 

SUPPLEMENTARY STUOY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 301  stud ent manual , 8 - 1  through 8-5 ; 8-9 
th rough  8- 1 1 ;  8-28.  

Genesis 45 :5 .  Who sol d Joseph into bondage? (see 
also A lma 1 0:3 ;  Acts 7:9 ) .  

8 

Alma 46:23-27 .  Why is it s ign if icant that the remnant of 
Joseph 's  coat was p reserved? 

MF, pp. 70-72 . How was Joseph able to resist the 
temptat ions of Poti phar 's  wife? 

N. E ldon Tanner ,  in C R ,  Apr .  1 979,  p. 63. How was 
Joseph protected by the "armor of God"? 

Mar ion G.  Romney,  i n  CR ,  Apr .  1 978 ,  pp .  59-60. How 
d i d  Joseph 's i nteg rity p reserve the house of I s rael? 

L .  Tom Perry, in  CR,  Apr .  1 978. pp .  78-79. How d id  
Joseph 's  trust i n  God  b r i ng  g reat b less ings to  h im? 

Re l ig ion 301  student manual , 8-6 t h rough 8-8. 
Ruth  4:1 8-22 ; Luke 3 : 3 1 -33 . Who descended from the 

chosen l i neage of J udah? (see also Genesis 38 :29) .  
Deuteronomy 25:5- 1 0 . What is levi rate marr iage? (see 

also B ib le  d ict ionary,  s .v .  " l evi rate marr iage" ;  
Re l ig ion  301  student manua l ,  20-22) .  

Re l ig ion 301  student manual , 8- 1 2  th rough 8-20. 
Acts 7 :  1 0- 1 5 .  How did Joseph 's  r ig hteousness preserve 

the house of I s rae l ?  

Genesis 47:2
'
3-25. Joseph 's  u nw i l l i ng ness to do le  out 

food p reserved the personal i nteg rity of the 
Egypt ians and the pr inc ip le  of working for what they 
received . 

D&C 56: 1 7 . What poor peop le  does the Lord condemn? 
Mar ion G .  Romney,  i n  CR ,  Apr .  1 976 ,  pp .  1 65-69 . 

Work ing to earn what we receive is necessary to se l f­
respect. 

Re l ig ion 301  student manual . 8-2 1 th rough  8-27 ;  8-29. 
Deuteronomy 33:1 3- 1 7 , The Lord gave promises 

t h rou g h  M oses to Joseph 's  seed . 
2 Neph i  3:4-2 1 .  What p romises for the latter days were 

g iven to Joseph? 
OS,  1 :20-2 1 , Who i s  Sh i loh? 
OS,  3 :  1 60-62 . What a re the laws and the r ights of the 

patr iarchal  o rd e r? 
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4. Other  sons were g iven p rophet ic b less ings (see 
Genes is  49 : 1 -7 , 1 3-21 , 27-28) . 

F. Genesis 47:27-31 ; 49 :29-50 :26. Jacob and Joseph 
Died 
1 .  Jacob d ied  and was bu r ied i n  Canaan , as 

Joseph had promised him (see Genes is 47 :27-
3 1 ; 49 : 29-50: 1 3) .  

2 .  Jacob's fam i l y  cont i nued t o  l ive i n  Egypt (see 
Genes is  50: 1 4-23) . 

3 .  Joseph p rophes ied of the futu re of h i s  poste r ity 
(see JST,  Genes is  50 :24-37) . 

4. Joseph 's  fami l y  made an oath to bu ry h im  near 
h i s  father  (see Genes is  50 :24-26; JST, Genesis 
50 :38) . 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scr i ptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

Joseph: A Faithfu l ,  Righteous Servant (Sections A; 
CoD) 

Joseph was a humb le ,  obed ient, faithfu l servant. The 
events of h is youth and the response of h is  fami ly  to h im  
were much l ike those o f  Neph i .  D i scuss t he  s im i lar it ies 
between the l ives of Joseph and Neph i :  

1 .  The i r  b rothers were d i sobedient  (see also Genesis 
37:2 ;  1 Nephi  2 : 1 8 ; 7 :6 ;  8 :35-36) . 

2. Thei r b rothers soug ht the i r  l ives (see also Genesis 
37 :4, 8 ,  1 0 , 1 8 ; 1 Nephi 3 : 28-29 ; 1 7 :48) .  

3 .  They were appoi nted by reve lat ion as  ru lers and 
teachers over the i r  b rothers (see also Genesis 37 :5- 1 0 ;  
1 Neph i  2 : 1 9-24) . 

Joseph :  Example of Mora l  Purity (Section A) 
Probably the g reatest examp le  of moral pu rity in the 

Old Testament i s  Joseph .  His story demonstrates the 
i m portance of prepar ing before the tests come and the 
power of p u rity born of testi mony.  Review the fo l lowing 
q uest ions i n  d i scuss ing Genes is 39:  

1 .  What enabled Joseph to earn the trust of 
Pot iphar? (see Genesis 39:  1 -6 ) .  

2 .  Why d i d  Joseph refuse the tem ptat ions of 
Pot iphar 's  wife? (see Genes is 39 :9 ) .  

The Importance of  Patriarchal and Father's 
Blessings (Section E) 

Chapter 48 of Genes is  dea ls with the sp i r i tual 
adoption of Joseph 's  sons, Eph ra im and Manasseh, as 
legal he i rs with the other  sons of I s rael .  A summary of 
the b less ings of Jacob u pon his sons i s  found  i n  
Genes is  49 . O f  part icu la r  i mportance are t h e  specia l  
p rom ises and b less ings g iven to Judah and Joseph .  
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OS,  3 :250-54. What i s  the m iss ion of Ephraim? (see also 
OS ,  3 : 247-48) .  

G O ,  p .  1 8 1 .  What i s  the pu rpose o f  a patr iarchal 
b less i ng?  

James E .  Faust, " Pat r iarchal B less i ng s , "  i n  Speeches of  
the Year, 1 980, pp .  54-55 . E lder  Faust d iscusses the 
natu re of patr iarcha l  b less ings and how they shou ld  
be used  and understood . 

John A. Widtsoe, Evidences and Reconciliations , pp .  
32 1 -25.  E lder  Widtsoe answers the q uestion :  "What is  
the mean i ng  of patriarchal  b less ings?" 

TPJS ,  pp. 294-95 . Why were the p laces of the i r  bu r ia l  so 
sacred to Jacob and Joseph? 

you feel wi l l  be  the most he l pfu l  to you r  students .  

Joseph was blessed because of h is  fai thfu l ness and 
r ighteousness .  The fo l lowi ng are examp les of h is 
strength : 

1 .  Joseph was obed ient to h i s  father (see Genesis 
37 : 1 3- 1 4) .  

2 .  Joseph was true t o  God , even though he was 
strong ly  tempted (see Genes is  39 :9 ) .  

3 .  "The Lord was w i th  Joseph"  (Genes is 39 :2 ,  2 1 ) .  
4 .  Joseph received reve lat ions and  gave credit  to 

God (see G enesis "40 :8 ;  41 : 1 6) .  
Have students f i n d  a n d  share other  passages of 

scri ptu re that i l l u st rate Joseph ' s  strength and 
r ig hteousness .  

3 .  How d id Joseph f ina l ly  avoi d  the temptat ions? 
(see Genes is  39 : 1 2) .  

4 .  Why was Joseph more free than others even wh i le  
i n  p r i son? (see Genes is  39 : 2 1 -23 ) .  

5 .  What mean ings  do  Joseph 's  actions have for us? 
Use the add ress by Pres ident Marion G.  Romney in 

Conference Report ,  Apr i l  1 978,  pages 59-60 , to 
summarize the standards we al l should str ive to 
maintai n .  

E lements o f  these b less ings are typical  o f  patr iarchal 
and father 's b lessings :  l i neage (b i rth r ight) , promises,  
warn i ng s ,  admon i t ions ,  specia l  g ifts . 

Use transparenc ies 7 and 8 with the mater ia ls l i sted 
in the study sou rces to d i scuss the nature ,  pu rpose, and 
val ue  of patr iarchal  b lessi ngs  (see Faust , " Pat r iarchal 
B less i ngs , " p p .  54-55; Widtsoe, Evidences , pp. 32 1 -
25) .  



EXODUS 1 - 1 0  

SCRIPTURE CONTENT O UTLINE 

A. Exodus 1 : 1 -2 : 1 5. A Prophet Was Raised Up 
1 .  Israel was drawn into bondage (see Exodus 1 :  1 -

1 4) .  
2 .  The newborn sons of I srael were threatened (see 

Exodus  1 : 1 5-22). 
3 .  Moses was born and was providentia l ly  spared 

(see Exodus  2 : 1 - 1 5). 

B. Exodus 2 : 1 6-4 :31 . Moses Was Prepared for His 
Mission 
1 .  Moses found  refuge in the wilderness of Midian 

(see Exodus 2 : 1 6-25). 
2. He was cal led to be a prophet (see Exodus 3 : 1 -

22 ;  4 : 1 -9 ;  JST, Exodus 3 :2) .  
3 .  A spokesman was provided for Moses (see 

Exodus  4: 1 0- 1 7 , 27-28). 
4. Moses returned to Egypt as instructed by the 

Lord (see Exodus 4: 1 8-26; 29-3 1 ; JST, Exod us 
4:2 1 , 24-27). 

C. Exodus 5 : 1 - 10 :29. The Power of God Was 
Manifest to the Egyptians 
1 .  The pharaoh rejected Moses' warn i ngs and 

i ncreased the burdens u pon the I srael ites (see 
Exodus  5). 

2 .  The Lord reaffirmed Moses' cal l (see Exodus 6: 1 -
1 3 ; JST, Exodus 6 :3 ,  8, 1 2) .  

3 .  The genealogy of the tribe of Levi i s  recorded 
(see Exodus  6 : 1 4-27 ; JST, Exod us 6 :26-29). 

4. The Lord sent the first nine p lagues u pon Egypt 
(see Exodus 7-1 0 ;  JST, Exod us 7: 1 ,  3 , 1 3 ; 9 : 1 2 , 
1 7 ; 1 0 : 1 , 20 , 27). 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach everything in the 
scripture content out l ine. Se lect those concepts that 

Accepting Calls from the Lord (Section B) 
Discuss the fears that Moses had when he was ca l led 

by the Lord to l ead I srae l out of bondage (see Exod us 
3 :  1 1 ,  1 3 ; 4 :  1 ,  1 0 , 1 3). Ask students if they have ever had 
s imi lar fears when they were considering fu l fil l i ng a 

Moses: A Prophet of God (Section B) 
The experience of Moses is a powerfu l  exam ple  of 

the ro le  of a prophet of God. List the fol lowing scri ptures 
and discuss their messages each provides about a 
prophet's responsibi l ity. 

Exodus 4 : 1 2. "I wil l  be with thy mouth, and teach thee 
what thou shalt say." 

Exodus 4: 1 6. "Thou shalt  be to him instead of God." 
Whom does the prophet represent? For whom does a 
prophet s peak? 

SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Rel igion 301  student manual ,  9-1 through 9-8. 
Acts 7 :  1 7-28. How extensive was Moses' tra in ing in 

Egypt? What event led to his f l ight into Midian? 
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Hebrews 1 1  : 23-27 . Why did Moses turn away from the 
Egyptians? 

Rel igion 301  student manual ,  A- 1 through A-5 ; 9-9 
through 9- 1 8 ;  9-26. 

Acts 7 :29-36. How long did Moses sojourn in the 
wild erness before he returned to Egypt? 

Moses 1 .  After the incident at the burning bush, how did 
the Lord prepare Moses for his mission? (see v. 1 7) .  

D&C 84:6 .  Who ordained Moses to the priesthood? 
JC, p p. 36-37 . Who appeared to Moses on the holy 

mount? 
DS, 1 :205.  In add i tion to being a spokesman for Moses, 

what other ca l l ing, or mission, did Aaron have? 
DS, 3 :257. Where did Moses receive the keys of the 

gathering of I srael?  

Rel igion 301  student manual ,  9- 1 9 through 9-25. 
Romans 9 : 1 7-23.  Why was the pharaoh raised up? How 

did his l ife and actions  further God's purposes? 
DBY, p. 352 . What happens to those who harden their 

hearts against God? 
AF, p. 300. How is Moses an examp le  of a revelator? 
DS, 1 : 27 .  A c larification and explanation of Exod us 6 :3 

is given (see a lso Re l igion 301 student manua l ,  9-2 1 ) . 
History of the Church,  4:263-64. What is meant by the 

statement that the pharaoh's heart became 
hardened? 

you fee l  wil l be the most he lpfu l  to your  students. 

Church assignment-a mission, for example. Then 
d iscuss the Lord's responses to Moses' fears (Exod us 
3 : 1 2 ; 1 4-22; 4:2-9, 1 1 - 1 2 , 1 4- 1 7). Wil l the Lord do the 
same th i ngs for us  if we are wil l ing to serve when we are 
cal led? 

Exodus 7: 1 .  " I  have made thee a god (JST, Exod us 
7 : 1 : ' prophet') to Pharaoh." 

Now consider the fol l owing modern reve lation, and 
discuss the ro le  of the current President of the Church. 

Doctrine and Covenants 1 07:9 1 .  "The d uty of the 
President [of the Church]  i s  . . .  to be l i ke unto Moses." 

What words are used in Doctrine and Covenants 
1 07 :92 to describe the prophet's office? "Seer, a 
reve lator, a trans lator, and a prophet ,  having a l l  the gifts 
of God." 
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Ask students what their response wou ld  have been to 
Moses if they had been there and had to deal with the 
cha l lenges of his day? 

" I n  modern reve lation the President of the Church is 
freq uent ly compared to Moses . . . .  

"The discussion of th is  question among the Saints, 
led to the fol lowing statement in the Times and Seasons 
(6 :992) by Joh n  Tayl or, then the ed itor: 'The President [of 
the Church]  stand s  in the Church as Moses did to the 

The Judgments of God : The Plagues (Section C) 
Using transparency 9, review the p lagues sent upon 

the Egyptians and the result of each. Compare the 
effect the p lagues had u pon the Israe l ites. 

Note that the magicians of Egypt were limited in  their 
attempts to i mitate the power exercised by the prophet 
(see Exod us  7 :22 ;  8 :7 ;  8 :  1 8 ; 9 :  1 1 ). 

Do the j udgments upon the Egyptians have any 
paralle l in the latter days? Have the students read the 
fo l l owing scriptures and indicate the para l le ls  between 
the judgments of latter days and those of Moses' t ime. 
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Doctrine and Covenants 29 : 1 8. F l ies. 
Doctrine and Covenants 29 : 1 8 . Maggots. 

chi ldren of I srae l ,  according to the revelations.'  
"The man like u nto Moses in the Church [see D&C 

1 03 : 1 6] i s  the President of the Church." (John A. 
Widtsoe, Evidences and Reconciliations, p. 248.) 

Discuss with students their response to the counsel  
of the l iving prophet today. Cha l lenge them to sustain 
the prophet through their efforts rather than to murmur 
or reject or ignore his counsel .  

Doctrine and Covenants 45 :31 -32. Desolating 
sickness (see also D&C 5: 1 9). 

Doctrine and Covenants 29 : 1 6. Hail. 
Doctrine and Covenants 88 :90. Thunderings and 

l ightnings. 
Doctrine and Covenants 29 : 1 4. Sun darkened . 
Doctrine and Covenants 89:21 . Destroying angel .  
How was ancient I srae l spared? How wil l modern 

I srael be spared the judgments of the latter days? Wi l l  
modern Israel ,  even though they are righteous ,  be 
spared from the latter-day j udgments? (See Joseph 
Smith, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 1 62 . )  



EXODUS 11- 1 9 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Exodus 1 : 1 1 -1 3:1 6. The Feast of the Passover 
Was Held 
1 .  J udgment came u po n  the land, and the fi rstborn 

of Egypt died (see Exodus 1 1 ;  1 2 : 29-36; JST, 
Exodus 1 1  :8 - 1 0 ;  1 2 :33 ,  37) .  

2 .  The feast of  the Passover was estab l ished (see 
Exodus 1 2 : 1 -28 ,  38-51 ; 1 3 : 1 - 1 6; Leviticus 23:4-
8 ;  Numbers 9 : 1 -5) . 

B. Exodus 1 2:51 ; 1 3 : 1 7-1 7:1 6. Israel Departed from 
Egypt and Journeyed to the Mount of God 
1 .  The Lord di rected I s rael in the exodus from 

Egypt (see Exodus 1 2 :5 1 ; 1 3 : 1 7-22) .  
2 .  The Lord p rotected I s rael  f rom destruction by 

parti ng the Red Sea (see Exodus 1 4- 1 5 :2 1 ; JST, 
Exodus 1 4 :4 ,  8, 1 7 , 20). 

3. The I s rael ites exper ienced tri bu lat ions i n  the 
wi lderness but were preserved by the Lord (see 
Exodus 1 5 :22-1 7 : 1 6 ) .  

C. Exodus 1 8-1 9. Moses Organized the People and 
Prepared Them for the Covenant 
1 .  Moses was counse led to de legate authority to 

judge and lead (see Exodus 1 8 : 1 -23; J ST, 
Exodus 1 8 : 1 ) .  

2 .  Leaders over thousands, h undreds , f ifties,  and 
tens  were ca l led and appointed (see Exodus 
1 8 : 24-27) .  

3 .  A t  S i na i ,  I s rael covenanted with t he  Lord to 
become a holy peop le  (see Exodus 1 9 : 1 -9 ) .  

4 .  The peop le  were to  pu rify themselves and 
p repare for the Lord's appearance (see Exodus 
1 9 : 1 0- 1 5) .  

5 .  The  Lord descended u pon  Mount S i na i ,  and  the 
power of h i s  presence was man ifest (see Exodus 
1 9 : 1 6-25) .  
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUOY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 301 student manua l ,  1 0- 1  through 1 0- 1 2 ;  1 0-
23 ;  0-3 through  0-4 . 

1 Cor inth ians 5 :7-8 .  Who is the "passover" for the 
faithfu l?  

1 Peter 1 :  1 8- 1 9 .  To what i s  Christ 's sacrif ice l ikened? 
Hebrews 1 1  :28 .  How did the f i rstborn of Is rael  escape? 
OS,  1 :22-23. What was the ancient s im i l itude of Ch ri st? 
OS,  2 :340 .  What is the re lationsh i p  between the 

Passover and the sacrament? 
Marion G .  Romney, in CR, Apr .  1 979 ,  pp. 57-58. What 

are the warn ings  and p romises about the destroying 
ange l  today? (see a lso Boyd K. Packer ,  i n  CR ,  Apr. 
1 963, pp .  1 08-9 ) .  

Re l ig ion 301 student manua l ,  1 0- 1 3 through 1 0- 1 9 .  
1 Cor inth ians 1 0 : 1 - 1 0 . Who  di rected the  mig ration from 

Egypt? What g ospe l  message and ordinances were 
admin istered to the I s rae l ites? (See also Joseph 
Smith , Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 
264 . )  

John  4 :6- 1 4; 6 :30-58 ;  1 Cor inth ians 1 0 :4 .  What did the 
manna from heaven and the water from the rock 
symbo l ize? 

Hebrews 1 1  :29 .  How were the I s rae l i tes saved at the 
Red Sea? 

1 Neph i  1 7 :26-27 .  The Book of Mormon i s  a witness of 
the truth of events in the B ib le  (see also Alma 36:28;  
He laman 8 : 1 1 ) . 

O&C 8 :2-3 . How did Moses receive from God most of 
the i n struction to di rect I s rael? 

Marion G. Romney, i n  CR ,  Apr .  1 979 ,  pp. 1 34-35 . Why 
was I s rael  ab le to escape from the Egyptians? 

Re l ig ion 301 student manua l ,  1 0-20 through 1 0-22 . 
O&C 84:23.  What did Moses seek to accompl ish with 

the ch i ldren of I s rae l? 
JC ,  pp .  34-4 1 . Who was the Jehovah of S inai? 
Joseph Fie lding Smith , i n  CR, Apr .  1 971 , pp .  47-48. 

What i s  o u r  responsi b i l i ty as the Lord's pecu l ia r  
peop le? 
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SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing  in the 
scri ptu re content out l i ne .  Select those concepts that 

The Passover: A Type of the Atonement of Christ 
(Section A) 

The ord inance of the Passover was i nstituted to he lp  
ancient I s rael remember and look  fo rward to  the 
atonement of Jesus Christ .  The fo l lowing statement by 
Elder B ruce R. McConkie m ight be used to i ntroduce a 
d i scuss ion of th is  idea:  

"To c rystal l ize i n  ou r  minds the eternal verit ies which 
we must accept and be l ieve to be saved ,  to d ramatize 
thei r true mean i ng  and import with an impact never to 
be forgotten ,  to center ou r attent ion on these saving 
truths ,  again and again and agai n .  t h e  Lord uses 
s im i l itudes.  Abstract pr inc ip les may eas i ly  be forgotten 
or the i r  deep mean ing  overlooked , but v isual 
performances and actua l  experiences are reg i stered on 
the m ind  in  such a way as never to be lost. . . .  

" . . .  He uses o rd i nances, r ites, acts , and 
performances; he u ses s im i lar it ies ,  resemblances, and 
s im i l itudes so that whatever is done wi l l  remind al l  who 
are aware of i t  of a g reater and more important real ity. 
He uses s im i l ies ;  he u ses parables ;  he uses a l legor ies .  
I f  two th ings have the same semb lance or  form,  i f  they 
are l i ke each other  in appearance, i f  they correspond i n  
qua l i t ies ,  i t may su i t  h i s  pu rposes to  com pare them . . . .  

Israel : A Type of the Covenant People in Mortality 
(Sections B-C) 

The strugg les of the ch i l d ren of I s rael para l le l  the 
strugg les of al l  i nd iv idua ls  who seek to obtai n salvation . 
Ancient Israel had been overcome by the wor ld i n  wh ich 
they were l i v ing (Egypt) , and after the Exod us they 
suffered fu rther because they d i d  not understand or 
fo l low the way of s p i ri tual  g rowth p rovided by the 
gospe l .  Ou r jou rney through l ife i s  s im i lar .  Use 
transparency 1 1  in d iscuss ing the paral le l s  between the 
jou rney of the ch i l d ren of Israel and our  jou rney through 
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you fee l  wi l l  be the most he l pfu l to  you r  students. 

" . . .  i f  we had suff ic ient i ns ight ,  we wou ld see in 
every gospel ord i nance, in every r ite that is  part of 
revealed rel i g ion ,  i n  every performance commanded of 
God, i n  al l  th ings  Deity g ives his peop le ,  someth ing that 
typif ies the ete rnal m in i st ry of the Eternal Christ . " (The 
Promised Messiah, pp .  377-78 . )  

Use E lder  McConkie 's summary o f  the Passover to 
i ntroduce the f i rst Passover (see Promised Messiah, pp .  
429-3 1 ; see a lso  Re l ig ion 30 1 student manua l ,  1 0- 1 ) .  
U s e  transparency 1 0  t o  review how t h e  Passove r 
symbol i zed the atonement of C h ri st and poi nted the 
m inds  of the ch i l d ren of Is rael to it .  Com pare the 
observance of the Passover meal in ancient Israel with 
the ord inance of the sacrament in modern Israel .  
D iscuss with stu dents the symbol ism of the sacrament 
and how it shou l d  point ou r m inds to Ch rist , j ust as the 
Passover meal d i d  ancient ly .  Use the fo l lowing d iag ram:  

passover y 
Ancient 
I s rael 

Atonement 
of Ch r ist 

I 

¢==J Sacrament 

Modern 
Israel 

mortal i ty. D iscuss the feast of the Passover as being a 
"memoria l "  (Exodus 1 2 : 1 4) of the b less ing and 
de l iverance of the ch i l d ren of Israel from Egypt (see 
Exodu s  1 2 :26-27; 1 3 : 1 4- 1 5 ;  Deuteronomy 6 :20-2 1 ) .  
Ind icate that the b itte r herbs (see Exod us 1 2 :8 )  
represented the b itterness of Is rael 's bondage, and the 
un leavened b read (see Exodus  1 2 :8 ,  1 1 ,  1 5 , 39) 
represented the haste of the departu re from Egypt. 
D raw a paral l e l  between those aspects of Israe l 'S  
bondage and ou r  own bondage to s in  and the haste 
with wh ich we shou ld  depart from i t .  



EXODUS 20 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Exodus 20 :1 -2, 1 8-22. Israel Was Spiritually Weak 
and Feared the Presence of God 
1 .  The Lord spoke to I s rael (see Exodus 20 : 1 -2 , 22) . 
2 .  The power of G od's p resence caused the people 

to fear (see Exodus 20 :  1 8-21 ) .  

B .  Exodus 20 :3-1 7. Commandments Were Given 
from Sinai 

1 .  Do not worsh ip  other  gods (see Exodus 20 3) .  
2 .  Do not make any g raven image (see Exodus 

20 :4-6) . 
3 .  Do  not take the name of God in vain (see 

Exodus 20 :7 ) .  
4 .  Keep the  Sabbath day ho ly  (see Exodus 20 :8-

1 1  ) .  
5 .  Honor  you r  parents (see Exodus 20: 1 2) .  
6 .  Do not  ki l l  ( see Exodus 20: 1 3) .  
7 .  Do not commit adu ltery (see Exodus 20: 1 4) .  
8 .  Do not steal (see Exodus 20 : 1 5) .  
9 .  Do  not bear false witness (see Exodus 20: 1 6) .  

1 0 . Do not covet (see Exodus 20 : 1 7) .  

C. Exodus 20:23-26. The Lord Instructed Israel 
about Sacrificial Altars 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scr iptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

Obedience to the Ten Commandments (Section B) 
The Ten Commandments, if r ig hteous ly fol l owed, are 

the foundation of a happy l ife ,  They shou ld serve as a 
g u ide i n  doing  many good th i ngs  of our  own free wi l l  
(see D&C 58 :26-29) ,  not just a s  a l i st of th ings to b e  
avoided. Use the fol lowing  quotations to beg i n  a 
discuss ion of the Ten Commandments: 

"The true be l ievers are he lped in  keep ing the basic 
commandments by g l adly performing  the i r  specif ic 
dut ies in  the k ingdom,  These duties, b rothers and 
s isters ,  are usua l ly  measu rab le and straig htforward. 
They inc lude: partaking  of the sacrament, receiv ing the 
gospe l  ordinances,  attendin g  meeti ngs and the temp le ,  
p rayi ng ,  fasting , studyi ng the scr iptures, render ing 
Christ ian service ,  attending to a l l  fam i ly dut ies ,  being 
i nvolved in m iss ionary work and reactivation ,  doing 
g enealog ica l  work ,  paying  t ithes and offer ings ,  and 
be ing tem poral ly p repared, The true be l iever wi l l i ng ly  
does these th i ngs  because he sees the i r  c lear  
connection to keep ing the commandments , 

"These duties are practica l  and specif ic expressions 
of keep ing  the fi rst two g reat commandments-the love 
of God and the love of n ei g h bor .  C learly, we cannot 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Deuteronomy 4 : 1 0- 1 3 ,  33;  5 :2-4, 22-26. What g reat 
exper ience did the peop le of I s rae l have at Mount 
Sinai? 

John 1 2 : 27-30. Why were the re differences i n  the 
react ions of those who heard the voice of God? 

D&C 1 1 0 :3 ;  3 Neph i  1 1  :3 .  How have prophets 
descr ibed the voice of G od? 

Re l i g ion 301 student manua l , 1 1 - 1 through 1 1 - 1 7 . 
M atthew 22:37-40. How do the Ten Commandments 

he lp  us fu l fi l l  the two g reat commandments? (see a lso 
Leviticus  1 9 : 1 8  and Deuteronomy 6 :4-5) . 

OS,  1 :96 .  Was Moses the f i rst to receive the Ten 
Commandments? 

MF, pp. 98-99. I n herent in the "thou shalt nots" of the 
Ten Commandments are the "thou shalts . "  

Spencer W .  K imbal l ,  i n  CR ,  Oct. 1 978 , pp .  6-7 .  Livi ng 
the Ten Commandments i s  just the beg inn ing of our  
p rogress toward perfection .  

Spencer W. K imbal l ,  Faith Precedes the Miracle, p .  267 .  
When were the Ten Commandments fi rst made 
known to the Lord's ch i ldren? 

Ezra Taft Benson , "America at the C ross roads , "  New 
Era, J u ly 1 978,  pp .  36-39 , Th i s  artic le  comments on 
each of the Ten Commandments , 

you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to your  students, 

become true be l i evers in  Christ merely by keeping the 
s ixth commandment-Thou shalt not k i l l . '  

"D isc ip lesh ip ,  therefore , means be ing drawn by 
seeming ly  sma l l  and rout ine duties toward the fu lf i l lment 
of the two g reat and most cha l leng ing commandments, 

"Of the Ten Commandments, as originally given, 
e ight were stated as 'thou shalt nots' and two requ i red 
affi rmations ,  (See Ex. 20 ,  Deut .  5, but  a lso Lev, 1 9 : 1 8 , )  
Jesus '  l ater statement cast t he  two g reat 
commandments as g rand affi rmatives (see Matt. 22 :34-
40) ,  Brothers and s isters , ou r  duties i nvolve 
imp lement ing ways of keep ing the two g reat 
commandments because they requ i re us to 'do' rathe r  
than t o  mere ly  'abstai n . '  Abstentions d o  not necessari ly 
move us  on to aff i rmative actions ,  and our duties 
constitute the 'thou shalts '  in the gospel of Jesus 
Chri st. " (Nea l  A. Maxwel l ,  "True Bel i evers i n  Christ , " 
Speeches of the Year, 1 980, pp ,  1 35-36. )  

"But  l iv ing by the l ette r  of the Ten Commandments is  
on ly the beg inn i ng  of  perfection ,  Jesus taug ht the 
sanctity of the Ten Commandments, but emphasized 
repeatedly that there was more.  

" I t  is not enough to acknowledge the Lord as 
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supreme and refrai n  from worsh ip ing ido ls ;  we should 
l ove the Lord with a l l  our heart, m ight ,  m ind, and 
strength ,  real iz ing the g reat joy he  has i n  the 
r ighteousness of h is ch i ldren .  

" I t  i s  no t  enough  to  refra in  from profanity or  
b lasphemy. We need to make i m portant i n  ou r  l ives the 
name of the Lord. Whi l e  we do not use the Lord's name 
l i ght ly ,  we should not leave our fr iends or our ne ighbors 
or our ch i ldren in  any dou bt as to where we stand. Let 
there be no dou bt about ou r be ing fol lowers of Jesus 
Christ .  

" I t i s  not enough  to refrai n from moviego ing ,  hunti ng ,  
f ish ing , sports ,  and  unnecessary labor on the Sabbath . 
Constructive use of the Sabbath day inc ludes studying 
the scriptu res ,  attendin g  chu rch meetings  to leam and 
to worsh i p ,  writ ing l etters to absent l oved ones , 

The Ten Commandments Are Part of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ (Section B) 

Some peop le  have the m istaken idea that the Ten 
Commandments are o ld-fas h ioned or out-of-date 
because they be l ieve that the Ten Commandments are 
not a part of the gospel  of Ch rist, on ly part of the l aw of 
Moses.  Such an idea is e rroneous .  The Ten 
Commandments are as much a part of the gospel  today 

The Two Great Commandments (Section B) 
Elder Howard W.  H u nter said that the two g reat 

commandments reduce  "the ten laws, the 'thou shalt 
nots , '  as they are often cal l ed, to two s imp le 
admonit ions contai n ing the e lement of  love-love the 

Written on Tablets of Stone or in Our Hearts? 
(Section B) 

Discuss Exodus 32 : 1 5-1 6 and Mosiah 1 3 : 1 1 .  Exodus 
32 states that the commandments were written on the 
tablets of stone .  In Mosiah 1 3  Abinadi chal lenged the 
wicked pr iests of King Noah by sayin g  that the Ten 
Commandments were not written in  the i r  hearts . What 
did h e  mean? How m ight these commandments be 
written in  our hearts? P resident Hugh  B. Brown offered 
one suggestion that m ight he lp  us write them in ou r  
hearts : 
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comforti ng the sorrowin g ,  v is iti ng  the s ick, and, in 
general , doing  what the Lord wou ld have us do on th i s ,  
h i s  ho ly day. 

" If we tru ly  honor ou r  parents as we are commanded 
to do , we wi l l  seek to emu late thei r  best characteristics 
and to fu l fi l l  thei r  h i g hest aspi rations for us. Noth ing  we 
cou ld g ive them mater ia l ly  wou ld  be more prized than 
ou r  r ighteous l ivi n g .  

" I t i s  not enough  t o  refrain from k i l l i n g .  W e  are rathe r  
under so lemn ob l igat ion to  respect l i fe and to foster i t .  
Far from tak ing  a l i fe , we must be g enerous in he lp ing 
others to  enjoy the necessit ies of  l ife .  And when th is has 
been accom p l i shed, we seek to improve the mind and 
the sp i ri t . " (Spencer W.  K imba l l ,  in  Conference Report ,  
Oct .  1 978 ,  pp .  6-7 . )  

a s  they were a part o f  the law o f  Moses anCiently (see 
D&C 42 :  1 8-28;  59 : 5- 1 3 ) .  P resident Joseph Fie lding 
Smith said of the Ten Commandments , "They have not 
been abrogated; they have not been modified and are 
b inding u pon the people with a l l  the force which 
accom panied the m  when f i rst uttered" (Seek Ye 
Earnestly, p .  1 59 ) .  

Lord and love thy ne ighbor"  ( i n  Conference Report , Apr.  
1 965,  p .  58; see a lso Matthew 22:36-40) . 

D ivide the chalkboard i nto two sections .  L ist each of 
the Ten Commandments u nder one of the two g reat 
commandments :  l ove of God and l ove of ne ighbor .  

"Get a large cardboard and pr int  on i t  by hand in 
l etters large enough to be seen across the room the 
twe ntieth chapter of Exodus ,  the th i rd throug h  the 
seventeenth verses. Wi l l  you put  that on the wal l where 
you and othe r  members of the fami l y  wi l l  see it every 
day. Read i t ,  assi m i late its mean i n g ,  p rofit by its 
instruction .  

" Let each one of us  read that every day and then pray 
to the Lord before go ing to school or to work and say to 
h im ,  ' Fo r  today I am go ing to keep the Ten 
Commandments . '  " ( I n  Conference Report , Oct. 1 964 , 
pp .  99- 1 00. )  



EXODUS 2 1 -24; 3 1 -34 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Exodus 21 -23; 24 :3-8. Laws Were Revealed to 
Govern Israel 

B. Exodus 24:1 -2, 9-1 8 ;  31 : 18 ;  32-34. The Celestial 
Law Was Rejected by Israel and a Lesser Law 
Was Subsequently Given 
1 .  Chosen l eaders of I srael saw a ce lestial vision 

(see Exodus  24: 1 -2 ,  9-1 1 ). 
2. I n  a series of v isitat ions, the Lord revealed to 

Moses the l aws and covenants for I srael (see 
Exodus  24: 1 2- 1 8 ;  3 1 : 1 8 ; 32:  1 5- 1 6; 34: 1 0-28; see 
also JST, Exodus  34: 1 4 ; Acts 7 :53). 

3. Many in I srael rebe l led and worshiped a golden 
calf ido l  (see Exodus 32: 1 -6; Acts 7 :39-4 1 ).  

4. Moses acted as a mediator for his people (see 
Exod u s  32 :7-1 4 , 1 7-35 ; 33; 34:29-35; JST, 
Exodu s  32 : 1 2 , 1 4, 35; 33:20-23). 

5. A second law, "after the law of a carnal 
commandment" (JST, Exodus  34:2 ) ,  was 
revealed through Moses and established in 
p lace of the first l aw (see Exodus  34 : 1 -9;  JST, 
Exodus  34 : 1 -2) .  

C. Exodus 31 : 1 2-1 7. The Sabbath Was Established 
to Be a Sign to the World of Israel's Covenant 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth i ng in the 
scripture content out l ine. Select those concepts you fee l 

Laws Given to Israel (Section A) 
The chi ldren of I srael had l ived in bondage and 

apostasy for many years in Egypt and were without any 

SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Religion 301  student manual, 1 2-2 through 1 2- 1 3; 
1 2-26. 

TPJS, p. 252. Did Moses have authority in civil and 
rel igious  matters? 
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JC, p.  96. Who was des ignated for the priestly service 
before the appointment of the Levites? (see Numbers 
8 :5- 1 9).  

M F, pp.  1 92-94. How i m portant is the law of rest itut ion? 
(see Exod us  22 : 1 -1 3) .  

Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers to Gospel Questions, 
4:33-35. Why were "witches" condemned in ancient 
I srae l?  (see Exodus  22 : 1 8).  

Joseph F. Smith,  Anthon Lund, and Char les W. Penrose, 
in Messages of the First Presidency, 4:270-7 1 . Who 
speaks for God? 

Religion  301 student manual, 1 2-1 ; 1 2-1 7 through 
1 2-25. 

Matthew 22 :36-40. What are the fundamental princip les 
u pon  which the M osaic l aw was established? 

Galatians 3 : 1 9 , 24. How did Pau l  characterize the l aw of 
Moses? Why was i t  given? 

Hebrews 1 0: 1 , 9-1 2. What does the Mosaic law 
represent? (see a lso Mosiah 1 6 :4-1 5). 

2 Nephi 25:24-25. What was the purpose of the law? 
(see also Mosiah 1 3 :30). 

3 Nephi 1 5 :4-5. Who revealed the law to Israel?  (see 
also JST, Exodu s  34 : 1 4). 

D&C 84:23-25. Why were the children of I srael not 
permitted to have the higher law? What were they 
given in its p lace? 

D&C 84:26-27. What was inc l uded in the preparatory 
gospe l?  (see a lso Gal at ians 3 : 1 9) .  

TPJS, p. 60. What was the Mosaic law added to? 
TPJS, p. 276. H ow d id the Savior magnify and honor the 

law of Moses? 

Exodus  20 : 1 1 .  Why was the Sabbath set apart? 
Isaiah 58: 1 3- 1 4. How can the Sabbath be a de l ight? 
D&C 59:9- 1 3. What is the purpose of the Sabbath? 
DBY, pp.  1 64-73. Counsel is given concerning the 

Sabbath day. 
GO, pp. 244-47. How should we keep the Sabbath day? 
Mark E. Petersen, in  CR, Apr. 1 975,  pp. 7 1 -72. What 

special strength can come from Sabbath keeping? 
Spencer W. Kim bal l ,  "The  Sabbath-A Delight," Ensign, 

Jan. 1 978 ,  pp.  2-5. What are President K imbal l ' s  
suggestions  for  Sabbath worship? 

wi l l  be  most helpfu l  to your stud ents. 

system of l aws of their own. Also, they had been limited 
in their rel igious  practi ces. I t  was necessary, therefore, 
to restore not on ly  relig ious truth and direction but a lso a 
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civ i l  l aw to govern them. Their  c iv i l  l aw was estab l i shed 
by revelat ion and admin istered according  to r ighteous 
p rinc ip les by those who he ld the priesthood. The 
Prophet Joseph S mith descr ibed the insp i red 
function i ng  of c iv i l  and rel i g ious l aws (see Teachings of  
the Prophet Joseph Smith, p .  232) .  

Use transparency 1 2  to review the laws g iven to 
I s rael .  The Lord promised that obedience to h i s  l aws 
wou ld br ing h i s  aid and b less ings (see Exodus 23:20-
25) , i nc l ud ing  the obtai n i ng of the p romised land (see 
Exodus 23 :26-33) .  

The Law of Moses: A Preparatory Gospel (Section B) 
There is a marked difference between the revelation 

Moses was g iven the f i rst time he received the tables of 
stone and the reve lat ion he was g iven when he received 
the tables the second t ime.  The fi rst revelation was of 
the h i gher ,  or  ce lestia l ,  l aws and ordinances; and the 
second was of the l esser l aw,  or the " law of Moses" 
(Dan ie l  9 : 1 3 ) .  The Joseph Smith Trans lation c lar if ies 
these d ifferences:  

"And the Lord said u nto Moses, Hew thee two other 
tab les  of stone ,  l i ke u nto the fi rst, and I wi l l  write u pon 
them a lso ,  the words of the law, accord i ng  as they were 
wri tten at the f i rst on the tables wh ich thou brakest; but it 
shal l not be according to the fi rst, for I wi l l  take away the 
pr iesthood out of the i r  m idst; therefore my holy order, 
and the o rdinances thereof, sha l l not go  before them;  for 
my p resence sha l l  not go  up in  the i r  m idst, l est I destroy 
them .  

"But  I wi l l  g ive u nto them the  l aw as a t  the f i rst, bu t  i t  
sha l l  be after the l aw o f  a carnal commandment; fo r  I 
have sworn i n  my wrath , that they sha l l  not enter  i nto my 
presence ,  i nto my rest, i n  the days of the i r  p i l g rimage .  
Therefore do as I h ave commanded thee ,  and be ready 
i n  the morn i n g ,  and come u p  in the morn ing u nto mount 
S inai . "  (JST, Exodus 34: 1 -2 . )  
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O rdinances for the c iv i l  and rel ig ious governance of 
I s rae l  are recorded in Leviticus  and Deuteronomy. The 
scr iptu re content out l i nes treat these ordinances i n  the 
l essons on those books. Addit ional  he lp may be found 
by consu l t ing the Re l i g ion 301  student manual for those 
books. 

Othe r  l aws and ordinances that were g iven to I s rael  
are fou nd i n  Levit icus 1 1 - 1 5 ; 1 7 : 1 0- 1 6;  1 8-20; 24 : 1 7-22 ; 
25; Deuteronomy 1 2-25 . 

I n  Doctri n e  and Covenants 84:24-27 the Lord 
summarized the su bstance of the Mosaic l aw that was 
revea led to I s rael .  

Because the word lesser i s  used to descr ibe the 
pr iesthood u nder which the law of Moses was 
admin istered , some e rroneously assume that the law 
itself is lesser than the gospel  i n  every way. The Apostle 
Pau l ,  however ,  descr i bed the l aw of Moses as 
someth ing  added to the fu ndamentals of the gospel  
(see Ga lat ians 3 :  1 9) .  The part added i s  the l aw of carnal 
commandments ,  that is , commandments to help the 
peop le  in contro l l i ng  the f lesh .  Abinadi  taught that the 
l aw was g iven to I s rae l  to " keep them i n  remembrance 
of G od and thei r  duty towards h im"  (Mosiah 1 3 :30 ;  see 
a lso Alma 25 : 1 5- 1 6) .  

Trans parency 1 3 , wh ich com pares the l esser and the 
h igher  l aws ,  cou l d  be used to show the re lationsh ip 
between the two .  

Exaltation c a n  come on ly through  the doctr ines and 
ordinances of the Me lch izedek Pr iesthood. The Aaron ic 
Pr iesthood and the accompanyi ng law of Moses can not 
br ing the people to pe rfection (see Hebrews 1 0 : 1 ) . It 
was a dreadfu l m i sfortune that I s rae l  did not prove 
worthy, making it necessary for the Lord to take the 
Me lch izedek Priesthood from them.  



EXODUS 25-30; 3 1 : 1 - 1 1 ;  35-40 1 3 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE SUPPLEMENTARY STUOY SOURCES 

A. Exodus 25:8-9, 40 ; 26 :30. The Pattern for the 
Tabernacle Was Given by Revelation 
1 .  The tabernacle  was to be the house of the Lord 

(see Exod us 25 :8-9) .  
2 .  The Lord revealed the pattern for the tabernac le 

to Moses on Mount S inai  (see Exod us 25:40; 
26:30;  Hebrews 8 :5 ) .  

B. Exodus 25: 1 -7; 30 :1 1 - 1 6 ;  31 : 1 -1 1 ;  35 :1 -36 :7; 
38 :21 -31 . The People Gave Freely of Their Time 
and Goods to Construct the Tabernacle 
1 .  Mater ia l  g i fts were b rought for the tabernac le 

(see Exod us 25 : 1 -7 ;  35 : 1 -29 ) .  
2 .  Bezaleel and  Ahol iab were cal led as  artisans 

(see Exod us 3 1 : 1 - 1 1 ;  35 :30-35 ; 36: 1 -7) .  
3 .  Each man gave money as a " ransom for  h is  sou l 

u nto the Lord " (Exodus  30: 1 2) .  Its use was 
p rescr ibed (see Exod us 30 : 1 1 - 1 6 ; 38:2 1 -3 1 ) .  

C .  Exodus 25 :1 0-39 ; 26:31 -35; 27 :20-21 ; 30: 1 - 10 ;  37. 
The Interior Furnishings of the Tabernacle Were 
Provided 
1 .  The ark of the test imony, the sacred vessel of the 

Ho ly  of Ho l ies ,  was revealed and prepared (see 
Exodus  25 : 1 0-22 ; 26:34; 37 : 1 -9) . 

2 .  The sacred vesse ls of the holy p lace were 
revealed and p repared : the tab le of shewbread 
(see Exod us 25:23-30; 26:35;  37: 1 0- 1 6) ,  the 
go lden cand lest ick (see Exodus 25 :3 1 -39; 
27 :20-2 1 ; 37 : 1 7-24) ,  the vei l (see Exodus 26:3 1 -
33) ,  and the altar of i ncense (see Exodus 30: 1 -
1 0; 37 :25-29 ) .  

D.  Exodus 26 :1 -29, 36-37; 27 :1 -1 9 ;  30:1 7-21 ; 36 :8-
38 ; 38: 1 -20. The Exterior Furn ishings and Outer 
Court of the Tabernacle Were Prepared 
1 .  The tabernacle  had a wooden framework 

covered with beautifu l and p recious mater ia ls 
(see Exod us 26: 1 -29, 36-37 ;  36:8-38) . 

2 .  An outer cou rtyard contain i ng  the altar of bu rnt 
offer ings and the laver su rrounded the 
tabernacle (see Exod us 27: 1 - 1 9 ; 30: 1 7-2 1 ; 
38 : 1 -20) . 

E. Exodus 28-29 ; 30 :30-31 ; 39 : 1 -31 ; 40 : 1 2-1 6. 
Priesthood Bearers Were Prepared and 
Consecrated According to Revelation 
1 .  Aaron and h i s  sons were cal led by Moses 

th rough reve lat ion to serve in pr iesthood off ices 
(see Exodus  28: 1 ) . 

2 .  The p riests were consecrated accord i ng to the 
Lord 's  i nst ruct ions (see Exodus 29 ;  30:30-3 1 ; 
40: 1 2- 1 6 ) .  

Re l ig ion 301  student manua l ,  1 3- 1  th rough  1 3-2.  
1 Ch ron ic les 28: 1 1 - 1 9 . For what other  temp le  i n  the Old 

Testament d id  the Lord reveal the pattern? (see a lso 
O&C 95:  1 3- 1 7 about a temp le  i n  th is d ispensation) .  

OS ,  2 : 245-46. Why d id  the Lord have Moses construct 
the tabernac le  i n  the way he d id?  

TPJS ,  p .  9 1 . What truth d i d  the Prophet Joseph Smith 
teach about "the order of the house of God"? 

Re l ig ion  301  student manua l ,  1 3-3. 
2 Cor i nth ians 9 : 6-7 .  Whom does Pau l say the Lord 

loves? 
Proverbs 3:9. What i s  one way we can honor the Lord? 
O&C 97 : 1 0- 1 2 .  How are the means for bu i l d ing temples 

obtained i n  th is  d ispensation? 
James E .  Talmage,  The House of the Lord, pp .  2-3. Why 

were on ly the best mater ia ls  acceptab le for the 
tabernacle? 

Heber J. G rant, Gospel Standards, pp. 243-44 . What 
shou l d  we do i n  add it ion to expressing a wi l l i ngness 
to share ou r tem poral wealth? 

Re l ig ion  301 student manual , 1 3-4 th rough 1 3-8;  1 3- 1 7 .  
Hebrews 9 : 1 -7 ;  Levit icus  1 6 . Who was a l lowed to enter 

the Holy of Ho l ies? Note: The "holy p lace" of Leviticus 
1 6  i s  actua l ly  the Ho ly of  Ho l ies (see Levit icus 1 6 :2-3;  
1 3- 1 4 ; Exod us 26:33-34 ) .  

James E .  Talmage,  The House of the Lord, p .  3 .  Who 
cou ld enter the most holy p lace? What req u i rements 
had to be met before the h i g h  p riest cou l d  enter the 
Holy of Ho l ies? 

Boyd K .  Packer, The Holy Temple, p. 4 .  What i s  the 
purpose of the Holy of Ho l ies i n  the temp le  today? 

Re l ig ion 301  student manual , 1 3-9 th roug h  1 3- 1 2 . 

Re l ig ion 301 student manual , 1 3- 1 3 ;  1 3- 1 6 ;  1 3- 1 8 .  
Hebrews 5 :4 .  How must a pr iesthood ho lder  be cal led? 
O&C 42 : 1 1 .  How can we know who the Lord 's 

authorized servants are? 
OS,  3 :86 .  How did the Lord d i st i ngu ish  between the 

Aaron ic  and Levit ica l  pr iesthoods? 
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3. The off ic ia l  c loth ing of the h igh  priest was 
p repared i n  accordance with revelation (see 
Exodu s  28:2-43 ; 39: 1 -3 1 ) .  

F .  Exodus 30:22-33; 39 :32-43 ; 40: 1 -1 1 ,  1 6-38. The 
Tabernacle Was Reared and Anointed, and It Was 
Accepted by God 
1 .  A l l  the mater ia ls for the tabernacle were f in ished 

and broug ht to M oses (see Exodus 39:32-43) 
2. The tabernac le  was set u p ,  and Moses anointed 

i t  and the sacred vessel s  with i n  i t ,  accord ing to 
the Lord 's  instruct ions (see Exod us 30:22-33; 
40: 1 - 1 1 , 1 6-33) .  

3 .  The Lord accepted the tabernac le as  h is  
dwel l i ng  p lace on earth (see Exodus 40:34-38) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in  the 
scr i ptu re content out l i ne .  Select those concepts that 

The Tabernacle in  the Days of Moses (Sections A-F) 
Show s l ide  set K, The Tabernacle: A Type for the 

Temples . If you do not have access to the s l ide set, use 
transparencies 1 4  and 1 5  as an aid in  you r  d iscussion.  
Descr i be the var ious parts of the tabernac le  and the i r  
pu rpose : 

"The Lord revealed a pattern for h is  sanctuary so that 
h i s  ch i l d ren cou ld  better be taught how to retu rn to h is  
p resence . . . .  The bu i l d i ng , i ts  p lacement,  the fu rnitu re ,  
the  c loth i ng-each item was specif ied by the Lord to 
bear witness,  in typology, symbol i sm ,  and s im i l itude ,  of 
Jesus C hr ist and h i s  atoning sacr if ice. 

"We know from latter-day revel at ion that the 
o rd i nances of the temp le  symbol ica l ly  teach us the 
means for becoming  'endowed with power'  to the point 
that we can reenter the p resence of God . . . .  the 
reve l at ions for the tabernac le . . .  show that th is  
structu re . . .  fu l f i l l ed the same d iv ine pu rpose . For 
those who were sp i r itua l ly  sensit ive, i t  taught one how to 
come back i nto the p resence of God . [See John A. 
Widtsoe, Temple Worship ( n .p :  Stake Pres idenc ies of 
the B righam Young Un iversity Stakes ,  1 964) ,  pp. 2-3 ; 
Joseph Fie ld i ng  Smi th ,  Doctrines of Salvation, 2:235, 
245-46; James E .  Talmage,  The House of The Lord, p. 
4 . ]  

" . . .  t he  th ree d iv is ions o f  the temp le  represented the 
th ree leve l s  of sp i r i tual  l i fe , such as telestia l , te rrestr ia l , 
and celest ial [see Rel i g ion 301 student manua l ,  1 3-
1 9] . . . .  the des ign of the tabernac le ,  its layout ,  and the 
p lacement of the various objects , cou ld  contribute to 
one's understand ing  of how. by rig hteous l iv ing in th is  
l ife , he cou ld move i nto a ce lest ia l  state of  existence.  

"As the pr iest moved step by step th rough the 
tabernac le  toward the Holy of Hol ies and the sym bol ic  
p resence of  God ,  he f i rst came to the  altar o f  sacrif ice 
where he symbol ica l ly  offered his l ife or  the l ife of the 
cand idate (th rough  the b lood of the sacrif ic ia l  an imals)  
as the fi rst step i n  reconc i l iat ion with God . Th is sacrif ice 
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Re l ig ion 301  student manual , 1 3- 1 4 th rough  1 3- 1 5 ;  1 3-
1 8  th roug h  1 3- 1 9 .  

D&C 1 24 :38 .  Why d id  the Lord te l l  Moses to  bu i l d  the  
tabernacle? 

OS ,  2 :235. What was one of the pu rposes of the 
tabernac l e? 

you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r  students. 

could be l i kened u nto true repentance,  in  which the 
natural or  s infu l  man g ives u p  his l i fe th rough a b roken 
heart and a contrite sp i r it [see Mosiah 3: 1 9 ; Romans 6: 1 -
6 ;  3 Neph i  9 :20] ,  

"Once th is  sacr if ice was made ,  the p riest p roceeded 
to the g reat l aver ,  wh ich stood next in the l i ne of 
p rog ress ion . As we have seen , this ord inance of 
wash ing  his hands and feet symbol ized the c leansing 
power of baptism ,  the next step after true repentance.  
[See B ruce R .  McConkie ,  Mormon Doctrine, p .  1 04 . ]  

"When one  has  repented and  been c leansed from 
s i n ,  one enters a new l ife of ho l iness and pu rity th rough 
the power of the Atonement ,  a l i fe g u ided by the Holy 
Sp i r i t .  S im i lar ly ,  when a person entered the holy p lace, 
he was su rrou nded by the beaut ifu l  wal ls  of the 
tabernac le .  On one s ide stood the g reat cand lestick 
wh ich i l l u m i nated the chamber .  Th is  l i g ht came f rom the 
o l ive o i l ,  a symbol of  the Hoiy G host [see D&C 45:56-57 ;  
B ruce R .  McConkie ,  Doctrinal New Testament 
Commentary, 1 : 684] , On the other  s ide of the holy p lace 
stood the table of shewbread , u pon which was the 
b read and the wine .  The emb lems of Jesus Chr ist and 
h is  sacr if ice for mankind were changed each Sabbath 
day . . . .  

" D i rect ly i n  front of the vei l  sat the golden altar of 
i ncense,  u pon which the pri ests bu rned the sacred 
i ncense twice a day . . . .  P rayer ,  symbol ized by the 
r is ing incense,  i s  the key to p repari ng ou rselves so we 
are worthy to enter the realms of god l i ness. The actual 
p resence of God was symbol ized by the ark of the 
covenant in the Holy of Ho l ies .  

"Thus we see how the l ayout of  the tabernacle 
suggested a straight  and narrow path lead ing to eternal 
l i fe and a lso the steps that one must undertake i f  he is to 
retu rn to the p resence of God in the celest ial k ingdom . "  
( O l d  Testament S l i de  Set K, The Tabernacle: A Type for 
the Temples, frames 74-80 . )  



LEVITICUS 1 - 1 0  

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Leviticus 1 : 1 -7:34. A System of Ceremonial 
Sacrifices and Ordinances Was Established 
1 .  The manner of offer ing bu rnt sacrif ices, which 

typif ied the Atonement ,  was prescr ibed (see 
Levit i cus  1 ;  6 :8- 1 3) . 

2 .  Instruct ions were g iven about the meat (meal ) 
offe ri ngs ,  part of wh ich were eaten by the pr iests 
(see Levit i cus 2; 6 : 1 4-23; 7 :9-1 0) . 

3 .  The ob lat ion of the f i rstfru its was expla ined (see 
Levi t icus 2: 1 2- 1 6) . 

4. The law for the sac rif ice of peace offer ings was 
g iven to Israel (see Levi t icus 3 ;  
7 : 1 1 -2 1 ) . 

5 .  Instruct ions were g iven concern ing  s in  offeri ngs ,  
wh ich a ided i nd iv idua ls  i n  repenti ng of  s ins  
committed p rivate ly  o r  i n  ignorance (see 
Lev i t icus 4 ;  5 :  1 - 1 3 ; 6 :24-30) . 

6. Trespass offer ings were p rovided to ensu re that 
the offender  met the demands of the law i n  
repent ing o f  s i n s  committed against others (see 
Levit i cus  5 : 1 4- 1 9 ;  6 : 1 -7 ;  7 : 1 -8) . 

7. The wave and heave offer ings were g iven i n  
g rati tude fo r  b less ings ;  the heave offer ing was 
reta ined by the Levites as payment for the i r  
services (see Levi t icus 7 :  1 4 , 28-34; Exod us 
29:26-27 ;  Numbers 1 8 : 1 9 ) . 

8. I nstruct ions were g iven about the proper care 
and use of meats to be used in sacrif ic ia l  meals 
(see Levit icus 7 :22-27) . 

B. Leviticus 7:35-1 0 :20. The Priesthood Holders 
Were Consecrated and Began to Administer the 
Ordinances of the Mosaic Law 
1 .  Aaron and h i s  sons were ordai ned and 

author ized to assume the i r  d ut ies (see Levit icus 
7 : 35-8 : 1 3) . 

2. Moses, Aaron ,  and the newly consec rated 
pr iesthood ho lders off ic iated in the ord inances of 
the law (see Leviticus 8 : 1 4-9:24;  1 0 : 1 2-20) . 

3. The performance of unauthorized o rd inances 
b rought i nstant pun ishment from the Lord (see 
Levi t icus 1 0 : 1 -7) . 

4. Personal d ut ies and respons ib i l i t ies of 
p riesthood ho lders were out l i ned (see Levit icus 
1 0 :8- 1 1 ) . 

SOME SUG GESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
sc ri ptu re content out l i ne .  Select those concepts that 

Sacrifice and Offerings in the Mosaic Law (Section 
A) 

Old Testament S l ide  Set L ,  Sacrifices and Offerings, 
p rovides an exce l lent overv iew of the spi r i t  and natu re 
of the ceremon ia l  sacrif ices and offer ings of the Mosaic 

SUPPLEMENTARY STU�Y SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 301  student manua l ,  1 4- 1  th roug h  1 4-21 ; 
1 4-25. 

1 4  

Moses 5 : 7 .  Of what were bu rnt offer ings a s im i l i tude? 
Oeuteronomy 1 8 : 1 -5 .  What were the people to g ive the 

Levite p riests i n  p lace  of a land i n heritance? 
Exod us 23: 1 6- 1 9 .  What were the peop le instructed to 

do with the "fi rst of the fi rstfru i ts" (Exodus 23: 1 9) of 
the land? 

TPJS ,  p p .  1 72-73. How is sacrif ice assoc iated wi th  the 
restorat ion of a l l  th ings? (OS,  3 :94) . 

OS ,  1 :22-23. What i s  the i m portant s im i l itude of the 
an imal sacrif ice? 

OS,  2 : 339-40 . What i s  the relationsh ip  of sacrif ice and 
the sacrament? 

Re l ig ion  301 stu dent manual , 1 4-22 through 1 4-24. 
Joseph Fie ld ing  Smit h ,  Answers to Gospel Questions, 

1 : 1 59-62 . Was the Ur im and Thummim used by Aaron 
the same one used by Joseph Smith? 

Joseph Fie ld i ng  Smith , Answers to Gospel Questions, 
1 : 1 52 .  What d id  the ano int ing with o i l  represent? 

you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r students. 

l aw with special  emphasis on symbol i sm .  
After showing the s l i de  set, d iscuss the specif ic 

natu re of the var ious sacrif ices and offer ings .  Use 
transparency 1 6  (see Re l ig ion 301 student manua l ,  1 4-
4) to summarize the d i fferent ord i nances. 
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The Book of Leviticus (Sections A-B) 
The book of Levit icus is in large measure a ki nd of 

handbook for the Aaron ic  and Levit ical p riesthoods 
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under  the Mosaic law. If the students see the book in 
this l i g ht ,  they shou l d  more eas i ly  understand its 
contents. 



LEVITICUS 11- 1 8  

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Leviticus 1 1-15. The Principle of Separation from 
the World Was Taught to Israel 
1 .  C lean an ima ls  were des ignated for use and 

unc lean an imals for avo idance (see Levit icus 
1 1  ) . 

2 .  Pu rif ication r ites for women were estab l ished 
(see Levit icus  1 2 ; JST, Levit icus 1 2 :3-5) .  

3 .  Laws were g iven to prescr ibe the d i scern i ng  of 
leprosy and the c leansing of lepers and those 
with other  affl ict ions (see Levit icus 1 3- 1 5) .  

B. Leviticus 1 6. The Ceremonies for the Holy Day of 
Atonement Were Revealed 

C. Leviticus 17. Rules for Properly Making the 
Offering of Sacrifices Were Given to Israel 
1 .  On ly  those sacrif ices brought to the pr iest at the 

door of the tabernac le  were acceptable to the 
Lord (see Leviticus  1 7 : 1 -9) .  

2 .  Eat ing of b lood was forb idden to I s rael (see 
Levi t icus 1 7 : 1 0-1 4; see also Levit i cus 3: 1 7 ; 7 :26 ;  
1 9 : 26) . 

3 .  Eat ing an imals that were not p roper ly k i l led 
made an i n d ivi d ual ceremonia l ly  unc lean (see 
Levit icus 1 7 : 1 5- 1 6) . 

D. Leviticus 18. Israel Was Warned against the Sins 
of Egypt and Canaan 
1 .  I srael was not to i ndu lge  in the s ins  committed by 

Egypt and Canaan lest they def i l e  the land and 
be cast out (see Levit icus 1 8 : 1 -5 .  24-30) . 

2 .  Sexual pervers ions prevalent i n  Egypt and 
Canaan were forb idden to the ch i l d ren of I s rael 
(see Levit icus 1 8 :6-20 ,  22-23) . 

3 .  H u man sacrif ice was condemned (see Levit icus 
1 8 :2 1  ) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scrip tu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 
you feel w i l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r  students. 

Clean and Unclean (Section A) 
The Lord des i res h i s  peop le  to be pu re ,  part icu lar ly 

those who, l i ke the pr iests of ancient I s rael ,  represent 
the Lord as h i s  servants : "Be ye c lean ,  that bear the 
vessel s  of the Lord " ( I saiah 52 : 1 1 ) . In  ancient I s rael ,  the 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Rel ig ion 301 student manual , 1 5- 1  th roug h  1 5-7 ;  1 5- 1 2 .  
Joseph Fie ld i ng  Smith , Answers to Gospel Questions,  

2 : 76-78. Why was the d ove offered i n  sacrif ices 
associ ated with pu rif icat ion? 

Re l ig ion 301 student  manua l ,  1 5-8 ; 0-6. 
Exodus  30 :  1 0 . The memorial Day of Atonement was to 

be " most ho ly . " 
Hebrews 9 : 7 ,  1 2 , 24-25. What d i d  the h igh  p riest 's 

ente ri ng  the holy p lace symbol ize? 
B ib le  d i ct ionary, s .v .  "fasts . "  The D ay of Atonement is 

expla i ned . 
OS,  2 :  1 4 1 -42 . What i s  the purpose of v icar ious 

sacr i f ice? 

Re l ig ion 301 student  manua l , 1 5-9 through  1 5- 1 0 .  
Genesis 9 : 4 .  What was restr icted i n  t h e  d iet by 

command ment of God? (see also JST, Genesis 9 :4 ) .  
D&C 1 32 :5 .  Why must a l l  ord i nances be performed in  

the  manner  the Lord has des ignated? (see a lso D&C 
1 30 :20-2 1 ) .  

Re l ig ion 301 student manual , 1 5- 1 1 .  

You m ay want to combine lessons 1 5  and 1 6  
because the book of Levi t icus i s  legal ist ic and some of it 
is t reated i n  lessons on  Exodu s .  

l aws o f  pu r if icat ion were i ntended t o  separate the 
peop le  by covenant from the contaminating  inf luences 
in the wor ld around them . Discuss b rief ly how the laws 
re lat ing to c lean and unc l ean an ima ls  or  to the 
c leans ing of lepers he lped to teach I srael th is pri nc ip le .  
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The symbo l i sm and teach ing val ue of the laws 
pertai n i ng  to c lean l i ness are re levant to us. Re late the 
laws of cleanli ness i n  Israel to our t ime by d i scuss ing 
the need to be free from the wor ld and from earth ly 
i nf l uence, as the Lord intended I srae l to be. Read 
Leviticus  1 1  :44-45 with the c lass and compare th is 
passage with Doctri ne and Covenants 88:86. Point  out 
that the word of the Lord i s  the same in al l ages. He 
wants a pure people (see D&C 43: 1 4) ,  c lean i n  both 

The Symbolism of the Ordinances of the Day of 
Atonement (Section B) 

Use the summary of the events of the Day of 
Atonement (see Re l ig ion  301  student manual , 1 5-8) , as 
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body  and m ind .  The laws of God , whether of the law of 
Moses or of the fu l ness of the gospe l ,  are i ntended to 
puri fy h i s  peop le. Compare the ancient d ietary laws with 
the modern Word of Wisdom. Expla i n that the Lord 
desires h i s  people to be d i fferent from the world and to 
be a specia l  examp le  of r ighteousness that others may 
fo l l ow (see Deuteronomy 7 :6 ;  1 4:2 ;  Leviticus 20:26;  
D&C 1 1 5 :5) .  

the bas is  of a d i scuss ion of the symbol ism and 
S ign if icance of th is  ho ly day. Review each of the items 
out l i ned .  Compare the order of the day's events with the 
account of them g iven by the Apost le  Pau l  i n  Hebrews 9. 



LEVITICUS 1 9-2 7 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Leviticus 1 9-20 ; 24:1 0-23; 25:22-55. Laws and 
Commandments for the Blessing of the People 
of Israel Were Given 
1 .  Sund ry laws and thei r requi rements were 

specif ied (see Levit icus 19-20; 24 : 1 7-22) .  These 
l aws were part of the basic c iv i l  l aw for Is rael 
(see lesson 1 2) .  

2 .  The l aw against b lasphemy appl ied both to 
c i tizens and to nonc itizens with i n  I s rael 's  
bound aries (see Levit icus 24 : 1 0-1 6,23) . 

3 .  Laws regulati ng the sale of p roperty and the 
c harging of i nterest (usury) were enumerated 
(see Levit icus 25:22-55) . 

B. Leviticus 21 -22; 23 :4-24:9. Regu lations for the 
Priests (the Sons of Aaron) Were Revealed 
1 .  Di rections fo r the p riestl y  order were revealed 

(see Levit icus 2 1 -22 : 1 6; JST, Levit icus 21 : 1 1  ; 
22:9 ) .  

2 .  The standards that sacr i f ic ia l  an imals had to 
meet were estab l i shed (see Leviti cus 22: 1 7-33) . 

3. Feasts and ho ly days were designated (see 
Levit icus 23:4-44) .  

4 .  The order o f  car ing for the lamps o f  the 
tabernacle was estab l i shed (see Levit icus 
24 : 1 -4 ) .  

5 .  I n st ruct ions were given concern i ng the  table of 
shewbread (see Levit icus 24 :5-9) .  

C .  Leviticus 23: 1 -3 ;  25: 1 -22. The Laws of the 
Sabbaths and of Jubi lee Were Revealed 
1 .  Weekly observance of the Sabbath was requi red 

(see Levit icus 23:  1 -3 ) .  
2 .  Each seventh year was to be a sabbath year (see 

Levit icus 25: 1 -7 ) .  
3 .  The jub i lee year was to  be observed every fiftieth 

year (see Levit icus 25:8-1 7 ) .  
4 .  The Lord p rescri bed how the needs of the 

peop le would be met duri ng the sabbath year 
and the fo l l owing year (see Levit icus 25: 1 8-22) .  

D .  Leviticus 26. Blessings Were Promised Only 
upon the Condition of Obedience 
1 .  The specif ic p romises were enumerated (see 

Leviticus 26: 1 - 1 3) .  
2 .  Warnings o f  the consequences o f  d i sobedience 

were given (see Levit icus 26: 1 4-39) . 
3. The blessi ngs of repentance were assured (see 

Levit icus 26:40-46) . 

E. Leviticus 27. Laws about Consecrations and 
Tithes Were Revealed 
1 .  The system of consecrati ng p roperty was given 

to the peop le (see Levit icus 27 : 1 -29) .  
2 .  T h e  offeri ng of t i thes was estab l ished i n  Israel 

(see Levit icus 27 :30-34) .  

1 6  

SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Rel ig ion 301 student manual , 1 6-1 th rough 1 6-8; 1 6-1 3 .  
Exodus 2 1 -23; 24:3-8. Diverse laws and ord inances of 

Israe l ' s  c iv i l  l aw are given . 
OS ,  2 : 93-94 . U nder the Mosaic law ,  how serious was the 

sin of adultery? 
Mar ion G. Romney ,  in C R ,  Oct. 1 972 ,  pp .  1 1 5-1 6. How 

d oes Levit icus 1 9 : 9- 1 0 i l lustrate the p ri nc ip les of 
car ing for the poor? 

Rel igion 301 student manual , 1 6-9 th rough 1 6-1 2 .  

Rel ig ion 301  student manual , 0-1  th rough 0-7; 1 6-1 4. 
The estab l i shed holy days are summarized . 

Spencer W. K im bal l ,  i n  C R ,  Apr. 1 977 ,  pp .  5-6. The 
wor ld  is ca l led to repent and p roperly observe the 
Sabbath. 

Rel igion  301 student manual , 1 6-1 5 th rough 1 6-1 6. 
Deuteronomy 28. Moses to l d  I s rael of the b less i ngs that 

would fo l l ow obed ience and the curses that would 
fo l l ow d i sobed ience. 

Rel igion 301 student manual , 1 6-1 7 th rough 1 6-1 8.  
Malach i  3 :8- 1 2 .  What does the Lord p romise to those 

who give t ithes and offeri ngs? 
Joseph Field i ng Smi th ,  Answers to Gospel Questions, 

5:22-23 .  What was t i thed under the Mosaic law? 
B ruce R. M cConkie, i n  C R ,  Apr .  1 975, pp. 74-77.  The 

pr inc ip les of consecrat ion and sacrif ice are 
d iscussed. 
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SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scripture content out l ine .  Select those concepts that 
you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to your students. 

Some of the themes in th is  l esson are also treated in 
other lessons. Lesson 1 7  discusses the Aaron ic  and 

The Importance of Feasts and Holy Days 
(Sections B-C) 

The Lord desired a pure peop le and so, because the 
chi ldren of I srae l were somewhat fractious and 
rebellious ,  the Lord inst i tuted the law of Moses. Ask 
students to summarize the law of Moses. What was it  
i ntended to do? Refer students to Mosiah 1 3 :29-30 . 
He lp  them understand that the law of Moses was 
i ntended to focus the minds  of the peop le on their 
obl igations  to the Lord. 

The ho ly days , the feasts and festivals  which came at 
prescribed interval s  d ur ing Israe l 's ca lendar year, also 
had this function.  Point out that each of these days, 
i nc l ud i ng the Sabbath ,  had a particu lar purpose. 
Review brief ly with your students the purpose of each 
hol iday. Ask them what general val ue  such a re l igious 
ho l iday as Easter or Christmas has. Emphasize that 
such ho l idays keep the m inds  of the peop le  focused on 
i mportant truths. Choose one of ancient Israe l ' s  holy 

Alternatives for Israel : Blessings or Cursings 
(Section D) 

Consider Moses' counse l  to the ch i l dren of Israel 
before entering the promised land (see Deuteronomy 

The Law of Tithes and Offerings (Section E) 
Discuss the pri nc ip les of sacrif ice and consecrat ion 

us ing material from E lder McConkie ' s  conference talk 
given in April 1 975. What is sacrifice? What is  
consecration? What does the Lord req u ire of his people 
in re lat ion  to these pri ncip l es? 

Use Mosiah 2 :20-24 to introduce the idea of our debt 
to the Lord. Can we ever repay the Lord for his 
good ness to us? When we give tithes or offeri ngs to him , 
are we rea l ly  sacrif icing, especia l ly  s i nce the resu lt is  
more abundant blessings u pon our heads? 

Refer to Ma lachi 3 :8-9 to teach the responsibi l ity we 
have to return to the Lord that which is  rightfu l ly h is. How 
do  those who refuse to pay tithing rob God? Discuss the 
blessi ngs that the Lord to l d  Malachi wou ld  be given to 
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Levit ical  priesthoods ,  l essons 1 1  and 1 2  discuss the 
Sabbath ,  and lesson 55 discusses t ithes and offeri ngs. 
Select your emphasis in this l esson after you consider 
treating these topics in other l essons. 

days and show how it accomp lished that purpose. 
Consider the danger assoc iated with a yearly 
observance of a holy day. Can it become common? Can 
it d egenerate from a holy day into a mere ho liday, an 
excuse for gl uttony and p leasure-seeking? Did ancient 
I srae l 's? Cou ld  ours? How can such a change be 
prevented? 

Since the Lord wanted I srael to th ink often of their 
covenant re lat ionship with him , he set aside one day in 
seven as the Sabbath ,  a time for specia l  worship. In 
add ition ,  the Lord set as ide  every seventh year for the 
same purpose. After seven cyc les of seven years (forty­
n i ne  years ) ,  the f iftieth year was designated as the 
j ubilee year (see Levit icus 25:8- 1 7). Briefly d i scuss how 
such a law wou l d  he lp  to focus the peop le's minds  on 
the things of God. Conc l ude  by point ing out that since 
the year of jubi lee wou l d  occur only once or twice in a 
l ifetime, it wou ld  l ikely have a profound effect on a l l  of 
I srael .  

28). The princip le  i nvolved appl ies i n  al l ages. Compare 
Moses' counse l  in Deuteronomy 28 with that in Leviticus 
26 (see also Rel igion 301  student manua l ,  1 6- 1 5 ;  3 
Nephi  1 6 : 1 0- 1 6 ;  Ether 2 :9- 1 2). 

those who pay tithes and offeri ngs. Do we rob ourselves 
when we neglect th is  i m portant opportun ity? (see 
Malachi 3 : 1 0- 1 2). 

I nvite students to exp la in  how the payment of tithes 
and offerings and the observance of feasts and festivals 
help to keep the mind focused on God. Is th is part ly 
what is meant by l iving with "an eye s i ngle to the glory of 
God"? (D&C 4:5; see a lso D&C 88:65).  Do we l ive with 
an eye single to God when we neglect to observe any of 
his commandments? Among the ancient I srae lites ,  
consecrat ion of property and the payment of t ithes 
he l ped the people maintain proper perspective and 
fu l fi l l the purpose of the law of Moses in keep ing their 
minds  on God. 



NUM BERS 1 - 1 2  

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Numbers 1 : 1 -46, 52-54; 2. The People of Israel 
Were Organized to Migrate 
1 .  Census was taken by tr ibe of the adu lt males 

(see N u m bers 1 : 1 -46) .  
2 .  The camp of  Israel was arranged by t r ibe  (see 

Numbers 1 :52-54 ; 2) .  

B. Numbers 1 :47-51 ; 3-5 ; 6 :22-27; 8. The Aaronic 
and Levitical Orders of the Priesthood Were 
Revealed, and the Levites Were Set Apart for 
Priesthood Service 
1 .  The Levites were ass igned to care for the 

tabernac le and serve i n  it (see Numbers 1 :47-5 1 : 
3 : 1 -8) . 

2. Aaron and h is  sons were commissioned to ho ld 
the off ice of  pr iest and were g iven presidency 
over the Levites (see Numbers 3 :9- 1 1 ,  32 ; 8 :  1 9) .  

3 .  The  Levites were des ignated as  the  Lord 's 
i nstead of the f i rstborn of each t r ibe (see 
N u m bers 3 : 1 1 - 1 3 , 40-5 1 ; 8 : 1 8 ; see also Exodus 
1 3 :2 ,  1 5) .  

4 .  The d ut ies a n d  responsi b i l it ies of t h e  Levites 
were out l i ned (see Numbers 3 : 1 4-39; 4-5 ; 
6 :22-27) .  

5 .  Levites were consecrated and authorized to 
beg i n  the i r  serv ice (see Numbers 8) . 

c. Numbers 6 :1 -21 . The Law of the Nazarite Was 
Establ ished 
1 .  Laws were revealed govern ing  those who vowed 

the covenant of the Nazarite (see Nu mbers 
6 : 1 - 1 2 ) .  

2 .  Ceremonia l  fu l f i l l ment of  the law of  the Nazarite 
was estab l ished (see Numbers 6 : 1 3-21 ) .  

D .  Numbers 7 ,  9 .  The Tabernacle Was Dedicated, 
and the Passover Observed 
1 .  The tabernac le  was ded icated with ceremon ia l  

offer ings (see Numbers 7) . 
2. The Passover was observed a second t ime (see 

N u mbers 9 : 1 - 1 4) .  
3 .  A c loud covered the tabernac le ,  and Is rael was 

to move or to camp as the c loud moved or 
stayed (see Numbers 9 : 1 5-23) .  

E .  Numbers 1 0-1 1 .  The Migration from Sinai to the 
Promised Land Was Begun 
1 .  A system of  s igna ls  was set up for the people 

(see N u m bers 1 0 : 1 - 1 0) .  
2 .  The m ig rat ion was begun  accord ing t o  t h e  order 

of march p resc ri bed by the Lord (see Numbers 
1 0: 1 1 -28) .  

3 .  The faith fu l  M i d ian ites were i nvited to jo in the 
mig rat ion when the Israe l i tes departed from the 
mountai n of the Lord (see Numbers 1 0: 29-36) .  

4 .  Rebels were destroyed by fi re (see Numbers 
1 1 : 1 -3 ) .  

1 7  

SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 301  student manual , 1 7- 1  th roug h  1 7-5. 

Re l ig ion 301  student manua l ,  1 7-6 th rough 1 7- 1 0 ;  1 7- 1 3 
th rough 1 7- 1 6 .  

D&C 1 07 :  1 3- 1 4 ,  20 .  What are t he  powers and  the r ights 
of the Aaron ic  Pr iesthood? 

Hebrews 7 : 1 1 - 1 3 . Are there l i m i tat ions to the pr iesthood 
d ut ies and responsi b i l i t ies of the Levit ical  o rder? 

J C ,  p .  96 .  Whom d id  the Levites rep lace as the r ightfu l 
pr iesthood des ignates? 

AF, pp. 204-5 . What was the re l at ionsh ip  between the 
Levit ica l  and the Aaron ic orders of the pr iesthood 
ancient ly? 

OS,  3:  1 1 2- 1 4 .  What were the dut ies of the Levites? 

Re l ig ion 301 student manua l ,  1 7- 1 1 .  

Re l ig ion 301  student manual , 1 7- 1 2 ;  1 7- 1 7 th rough 
1 7  - 1 8 .  

Exod us  40: 1 7-38. The tabernac le  was reared , and it 
was accepted by God .  

Re l ig ion 301  student manua l ,  1 7- 1 9 th rough  1 7-23 ; 
1 7-25. 

N u m bers 1 1  : 7-8 ;  Exod us 1 6 : 3 1 . What did manna taste 
l i ke? 

Deuteronomy 8:3, 16 .  What sp i r i tual  lesson was taught 
th rou g h  the use of manna? (see a lso John 6 :3 1 -33) .  

Psal m 78 :26-42 . Why were the people smitten when the 
fowl came? 
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5. I s rael  m u rm u red and d e s i red f lesh i n stead of 
manna (see N u m bers 1 1  :4- 1 5) .  

6 .  Seventy e l d e rs were appoi nted as a cou nc i l  to  
ass i st M oses i n  g overn i n g  I s rael (see N u m be rs 
1 1 : 1 6- 1 7 , 24-30) . 

7. I s rae l was p romised they wou l d  have quai l  unt i l  i t  
became loathsome to them . A wind from the Lord 
b ro u g ht the q u ai l ,  but g l u ttonous and i m p roper 
use of the meat brought d isaster (see N u m be rs 
1 1 : 1 8-23, 3 1 -35 ) .  

F.  Numbers 1 2. The Prophet Moses Was Chal lenged 
and Vindicated 
1 .  Aaron and M i riam cha l lenged the r ight of Moses 

to be the Lord 's  only mouthpiece (see N u m bers 
1 2 : 1 -2 ) .  

2 .  An ed itor ia l  testimonia l  about Moses was 
recorded (see N u m bers 1 2 :3) . 

3. The Lord s u p ported Moses , and j u d g m ent was 
measu red to M i riam (see N u m be rs 1 2 :4- 1 6) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach eve ryt h i n g  in the 
scri ptu re content out l i n e .  Select those concepts that 

Manna from Heaven (Section A) 
Not o n l y  d i d  m a n n a  provi de food but it a lso taught the 
I srae l i tes of the i r utter dependence on God for both 
physical  and sp i r i tual  sustenance.  Review the 
fol lowi ng scr i ptu res to teach t h i s  concept:  

Exod us 1 6 : 1 4- 1 5 ;  Nu mbers 1 1 :6-9 . Manna is 
descri bed . 

Exod us 1 6 : 1 6-21 . Use of the manna was 
prescr i bed . 

The Levitical Priesthood (Section B) 

The term Levitical Priesthood i s  often used 
synonymously with Aaronic Priesthood. While the 
Levit ical  Pr iesthood i s  a part of the Aaron ic Pr iesthood , 
it was nonetheless a separate order i n  ancient t imes.  

The Camp and the March of Israel (Sections A, E) 
By d i v i n e  d e s i g n  the phYS ica l  organ izat ion of  the 

camp and the order  of the march was a type for  the new 
l i fe I s rael was i n structed to l ive.  

The camp (use transparency 1 8) .  The tabernac le was 
in the center of the camp of I s rael (see N u m bers 2 : 2 ) .  

T h e  a r k  o f  the covenant  i n  the tabernac le  represented 
the p resence of the Lord (see Exod u s  40: 34-35,  38) . 

The tabernacle at the center of the camp taught  I s rael 
that the Lord and his l aws were to be the center of the i r  
l i ves .  

I s rael d id not break camp unt i l  the c loud of  the Lord 
was taken u p  (see Exod u s  40: 36-37) .  They were to 
fo l low the c loud when it  moved , wh ich  reminded them 
that they were to fo l low the Lord i n  a l l  they d i d .  

O n l y  Levites w h o  were proper ly ca l led and 
author ized to off ic iate were permitted near th is 
w i ld erness tem p l e  (see N u m bers 1 : 50-53; 3 : 5- 1 3) .  

Moses and Aaron were i n structed to p i tch the i r  tents 
at the door (east) of the tabernac l e .  The other  sides of 
the tabernacle were su rrounded by the tents of the othe r  
fami l ies  o f  Levites ( N u m bers 3 : 2 1 -38) .  Only t h e  prophet 
of the Lord i s  the keeper of the door of the temple ,  and 
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R e l i g i o n  301 stud e nt manual ,  1 7-24 through 1 7-25. 
MF,  p .  43. Rebe l l i o n  agai n st the p rophet is rebe l l ion 

aga inst whom? 

you feel wi l l  be the m ost h e l pf u l  to you r students.  

Deuteronomy 8 :3,  1 6 . Receiv ing manna i s  l i kened 
to rece i v i n g  reve l at ion . 

John 6 :31 -35 . M a n n a  i s  com pared to the Savior.  
First Corinthians 1 0 :3.  The manna had a dua l  

fu nctio n .  
Joshua 5 : 1 2 .  M a n n a  was stopped . 

Pres i d ent  John Taylor  d i sc u ssed the natu re of the 
Levit ical  Pr i esthood (see Items on Priesthood, p.  43) . 
Use transparency 1 7  to d i scuss the re lat ionsh i p  
between the funct ions o f  t h e  Aaron ic  a n d  t h e  Levit ical  
p ri esthoods .  

any offic i ator  ca l led to a d m i n i ster  the ord i nances i n  the  
tem p l e  m u st f i rst obtai n the necessary keys f rom the 
prophet .  

The order o f  Israel's march (use transparency 1 9) .  
T h e  camp o f  I srael moved from p l ace t o  place a s  the 
army of the Lord (see Exodus 7:4) . The ban n e rs they 
carried s i g n if ied thei r p roper  p lace as lead e rs among 
the c h i l d ren  of m e n .  The order of their  march contin ua l ly  
emphasized to them some very i m p o rtant concepts : 

1 .  The tabernac l e  was p laced in the m i d d l e  of the 
marc h i n g  co l u m n  as a cont inua l  rem i nder  to I s rae l of the 
p l ace the Redeemer shou ld  occ u py in the i r  dai ly l ives 
(see N u m bers 1 0 : 1 4-2 8 ,  especia l ly  v .  2 1 ) .  

2 .  J u d a h ,  who received t h e  patr iarchal  b less ing of 
the r ight  to the temporal  th rone of I s rael u nt i l  the Lord 
wou l d  be manifest in the f lesh , led I s rae l 's  march (see 
Genes is  49: 1 0; N u mbers 1 0 : 1 4- 1 7) .  

3 .  E p h rai m ,  who received the b i rthr ig ht b less ing of 
I s rael ,  the promise of the pr iesthood of the l i v i n g  God , 
marched i m m e d i ate ly b e h i n d  the tabernac le .  I n  th is 
favored posit ion E p h ra im l ooked to and fol lowed the 
sym bol ic  p resence of the Lord . 



NUMBERS 1 3-36· 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Numbers 1 3 : 1 -1 5 :31 . Israel Showed Lack of Faith 
at the Borders of the Land of Promise 
1 .  Twe lve men ,  one from each t r ibe ,  were sent to 

spy out the land of Canaan (see Numbers 1 3 : 1 -
25) .  

2 .  Ten spies retu rned wi th an evi l report, and on ly 
two with a good report (see Numbers 1 3 :26-33) .  

3 .  I s rael
-
be l ieved the evi l  report (see Num bers 

1 4 : 1 - 1 0) .  
4 .  Moses i nterceded with the Lord i n  behalf of I s rae l 

(see Numbers 1 4 : 1 1 - 1 9) .  
5 .  Rebe l l ious I s rael was pun ished f o r  thei r 

d i sobedience and l ack of faith (see Numbers 
1 4 :20-45 ) .  

6 .  The  sacrific ia l  o rd inances, which were to 
reconc i le  the Lord and I srae l ,  were reite rated 
(see N u mbers 1 5 : 1 -3 1 ) .  

B. Numbers 1 5:32-1 7:1 3. Disobedience and 
Rebell ion against Authority Brought Punishment 
1 .  A man was stoned to death  for gather ing sticks 

on the Sabbath day (see Numbers 1 5 :32-36) . 
2. Fr inges were to be put on the borders of 

garments as a rem inder  of the Lord 's 
commandments (see Numbers 1 5 : 37-4 1 ) .  

3 .  Pr iesthood ho lders and othe rs rebe l led against 
the Lord 's chosen leaders and were destroyed 
(see Numbers 1 6 : 1 -40;  JST, Numbers 1 6 : 1 0) .  

4 .  Complai nts about the death of the rebe l l ious 
leaders resu lted i n  a p lague from the Lord (see 
Numbers 1 6 : 4 1 -50) . 

5. The Lord v is ib ly  demonst rated that he had 
chosen Aaron by caus ing  h i s  rod to bud (see 
Numbers 1 7) .  

c .  Numbers 1 8 : 1 -1 9 :22. Aaron's Fami ly and the 
Levites Were G iven Priesthood Responsibi l ities 
and Blessings 
1 .  A d isti nct ion was made between the Aaronic and 

Levit ical  o rders of the pr iesthood (see Numbers 
1 8 : 1 -7 ) .  

2 .  Levites were to  be su pported by the  t ithes o f  the 
peop le  (see N u mbers 1 8: 8-24) .  

3 .  Levites were to pay t ith ing  on what they received 
(see N u m be rs 1 8 :25-32) .  

4 .  D i rect ions were g iven fo r  ceremon ial pu rif ication 
(see N u m bers 1 9) .  

D .  Numbers 20: 1 -22:1 . Israel Marched from Kadesh 
to the Plains of Moab 
1 .  Through Moses, the Lord brought forth water 

from a rock at Kadesh (see Numbers 20:  1 - 1 3) .  
2 .  The I s rael i tes d estroyed the Canaanites who 

fought  aga inst them (see Numbers 21 : 1 -3) 
3 .  I s rae l ,  after  be ing den ied d i rect passage through  

Edom ,  went around the  l and  o f  Edom (see 
Numbers 20 : 1 4-2 1 ; 21 :4 ) .  

4 .  Aaron 's  authority was g iven to  h is  son E leazar 

1 8  

SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion  301  student manual , 1 8-2 through  1 8-5.  
Deuteronomy 1 : 1 9-24 . Who determined that spies 

shou ld  be sent i nto the land of Canaan? 
Jude 1 :5. What happened to I s rael because they lacked 

the faith to enter the land of Canaan? 
GO, p .  155. What qua l it ies shou l d  leaders i n  the Lord 's  

k ingdom possess? 

Re l ig ion 301 student manual , 1 8-6 th roug h  1 8- 1 0 .  
1 Samue l  1 5 : 23 .  What i s  rebe l l ion compared to? 
Hebrews 9 : 3-5.  Where was Aaron 's  rod kept? 
D&C 1 2 1 :  1 6 . What has the Lord said about those who 

speak against his chosen servants? 
MF, pp. 42-45 . How ser ious is  rebel l ion  against the 

Lord 's leaders? Why? 
History of the Church , 7 :232. What did Br igham Young 

say wou l d  happen to  those who refused to  support 
the Lord 's  leaders? 

Re l ig ion 301 student manual , 1 8- 1 1 t h rough 1 8- 1 2 .  
OS ,  3 : 83-86. To  what extent were the people i n  the  days 

of Moses al lowed to ho ld the pr iesthood? 
OS, 3: 1 1 2- 1 4. What were the respons ib i l i t ies of those 

who held the Levit ical Pr iesthood? 
AF, p .  205. Do we have the Levit ical Pr iesthood today? 

Where? 

Re l i g ion 301  student manual , 1 8- 1 3 through 1 8- 1 7 ;  
1 8-26. 

1 Neph i  1 7 : 4 1 . Why did many I s rael ites perish from 
snakebite? 

John 3 :  1 4- 1 5 .  Of what was the b razen serpent a type? 
(see also A lma 33: 1 8-22 ; 2 Neph i  25:20;  Helaman 
8 : 1 4- 1 5 ) .  

John 4 :  1 - 1 4 ; 1 Cor i nth ians 1 0 : 1 -4 .  What d id  the water 
from the rock rep resent sp i r i tua l ly? 
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before Aaron 's  death (see Numbers 20: 22-29) 
5 .  Fie ry serpents were sent among the peop le for 

speaking  agai nst God and Moses (see Numbers 
21 :5-9) .  

6 .  Moses began the conquest of  the terr itory east of 
the R iver Jordan (see Numbers 2 1 : 1 0-22: 1 ) . 

E. Numbers 22:2-36 : 1 3. Events That Happened 
While the Chi ldren of Israel Were on the Plains of 
Moab Were Recorded 

1 .  Balaak soug ht out Balaam to p rophesy against 
I s rael (see Numbe rs 22 :2-24 :25 ;  JST, Numbers 
22 :20) .  

2 .  I s rael comm itted wickedness wi th the Moabites 
and M i d ian ites ( see Numbers 25) .  

3 .  A second census of the house of I s rae l was 
taken (see N u mbers 26) .  

4 .  Laws concern i ng  inheritances of sons ,  
daughters, and other k insmen were g iven (see 
Numbe rs 27 : 1 - 1 1 ;  36) . 

5 .  Joshua was cal led to succeed Moses (see 
Numbe rs 27: 1 2-23 ) .  

6 .  I s rae l i te warr iors destroyed the  M id ian i tes, and 
the s po i l s  were d iv ided in I s rael (see Numbers 
3 1  ) . 

7. Moses estab l ished reg u l at ions for pub l ic  
worsh ip  and the taki ng of  vows (see Numbers 
28-30) . 

8. Two and a half  t r ibes received i nheritances east 
of the R iver Jordan (see Nu mbers 32) , 

9 .  I srae l ' s  jou rneys were reviewed (see Numbers 
33 : 1 -49) .  

1 0 . Moses gave i nstruct ions about inheritances in  
the p romised land , i nc lud ing  Levite cit ies and 
cit ies of refuge (see Numbers 33:50-35 :34 ) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scr iptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

The Lord's People Should Be Ful l  of Faith and Thus 
Optimistic (Section A) 

The read ings  in th is  lesson show how the Lord 
rewards faith and is  d i sp leased with those who lack 
fai th .  Contrast the report of the ten spies who b rought an 

Rebell ion of Israel (Sections A-D) 
The fo l lowing q uest ion cou ld  be put on the 

chalkboard and d i scussed with students :  "Which was 
hardest-gett ing I s rael out of Egypt,  or gett ing Egypt 
out of I s rae l?" Ask students to expla in  what th is  
statement means to them , and then d iscuss inc idents 
that show the d iffi cu lty Moses had in making h i s  people 
committed to the Lord . Each of the fo l lowing references 
deals with I s rae l ' s  m u rmuri ng  against the i r  God : Exod us 
1 4 : 1 1 - 1 2 ; 1 5 :23-24 ; 1 6 :2-3 ;  1 7 : 1 -3 ;  Numbers 1 1 ;  1 4 ; 1 6 ; 
20-2 1 ; Deuteronomy 9 .  

The Brass Serpent (Section C) 
Review with the students N u m bers 20: 1 4-2 1 :9 so that 

they wi l l  understand the h i stor ical sett ing for the sto ry of 
the b rass serpent .  Poin t  out that the b rass serpent was a 
type of Jesus Ch r ist .  The fol l owing  chain of scr iptu res 
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Re l ig ion 301 student manual , 1 8- 1 8 th rough 1 8-25. 
2 Peter 2 :  1 5- 1 6. What p rob lem did Balaam have? (see 

also Jude 1 :8, 1 0- 1 1 ) . 
Revelat ion 2 : 1 4 . What d i d  Balaam teach Balaak? 
Numbers 31 : 8 .  How d id  Balaam 's l i fe end? 
Bruce R ,  McConkie ,  "The Story of  a Prophet's 

Madness , "  New Era, Apr. 1 972, pp. 4-7. The story of 
Balaam is reviewed .  

you fee l  wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to  your students .  

evi l  report with the report of the two sp ies ,  Joshua and 
Caleb, who b roug ht a faithfu l  report. Discuss why the 
Lord pun i shed the spies who reported evi l .  Point out 
that a leader 's respons ib i l ity in I s rael is  to be opt im istic 
(see Joseph F .  Smi th ,  Gospel Doctrine, p. 1 55 ) .  

Prepare you r  students fo r  d i scuss ion by d iv id i ng  the 
c lass i nto two or th ree g roups .  Ass ign  each g roup to 
review several of the scr iptu res l i sted and record a 
specifi c ,  rebe l l ious  reaction or remark i n  each passage .  
Ask the students to report the i r  f i nd ings ,  and then 
d iscuss the cha l lenge Moses faced . The c lass cou ld  
review Deuteronomy 9 ,  which sum marizes I s rael 's 
rebe l l i on .  Point out that i n  most cases I s rael ' s  rebe l l ions 
were p rec i p i tated by the i r  physical needs .  Ask you r 
stu dents why th i s  was the case and what para l le ls  can 
be d rawn between ancient I s rael and modern I s rae l .  

adds  i ns ight t o  t h e  story o f  t h e  b rass serpent: John 3 :  1 4-
1 5 ; 1 Neph i  1 7 : 4 1 ; 2 Neph i  25 :20 ;  A lma 33: 1 8-22 ; 
He laman 8: 1 4 . 

Ask various  students to read each reference aloud ,  
and  then  d iscuss each one with t he  c lass.  



DEUTERONOMY 1 - 1 6  

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Deuteronomy 1 -4. Moses Rehearsed Israel's 
Desert Wanderings 
1 .  Moses' add ress was g iven before I s rael entered 

the p romised land (see Deuteronomy 1 : 1 -4). 
2 .  Moses reviewed how I s rael was organ ized and 

inst ru cted for the i r  jou rney from S inai (see 
Deuteronorny 1 : 5- 1 8 ) .  

3 .  Moses rem inded I s rael that when they had 
arr ived at the p rornised land they were afra id to 
enter i t  (see Deuteronorny 1 :  1 9-3 1 ) . 

4. Moses reiterated why the Lord refused to let 
them enter at that t ime (see Deuteronomy 1 :32-
46) . 

5. Moses reviewed s ign if icant events from I s rae l ' s  
forty years o f  wander ing i n  the  wi lderness (see 
Deuteronomy 2: 1 -3 :20 ;  JST, Deuteronomy 2 :30) .  

6.  Moses spoke of the Lord 's a l lowi ng h im to see 
but not to enter i nto Canaan (see Deuteronomy 
3 : 2 1 -29 ) .  

7 .  Moses charged I s rael to  obey the  Lord and 
warned them of the consequences if they did not 
(see Deuteronomy 4 ) .  

B. Deuteronomy 5 : 1 -1 0:22. Moses Charged Israel to 
Obey the Lord 
1 .  Moses reiterated the Ten Command ments and 

commanded I s rael to observe them str ict ly (see 
Deuteronomy 5: 1 -6 :3 ). 

2 .  The Lord 's statutes were to be taught to I s rael 's 
ch i l d ren and remem bered always (see 
Deuteronomy 6 :4-25 ) .  

3 .  Moses taug ht that God observes h i s  covenants 
and expects his covenant people to do the same 
(see Deuteronomy 7 ) .  

4 .  Moses warned I s rael to  remember the  sou rce of 
thei r b less ings  or face the consequences (see 
Deuteronomy 8). 

5 .  Moses reminded I s rael that i t  was not because of 
thei r r ig hteousness that they wou ld  be a l lowed to 
enter the p romised land (see Deuteronomy 9). 

6. All that God req u i red of I s rae l was to love and 
serve him with a l l  thei r hearts and sou ls (see 
Deuteronomy 1 0; JST, Deuteronomy 1 0 :2). 

C. Deuteronomy 1 1 -1 6. Moses Set before Israel the 
Way by Which They Could Retain the Lord's 
Blessings 
1. I f  I s rael wou l d  but serve the Lord , they wou ld  

possess the  land  o f  Canaan and  p rosper there in  
(see Deuteronomy 1 1 ) . 

2. On enter ing the promised lan d ,  I s rael was to 
destroy the Canaanite p laces of worsh ip  and 
e rect a l tars to Jehovah at des ignated s pots (see 
Deuteronomy 1 2 : 1 - 1 4) .  

3 .  I s rael was t o  observe the restr ict ions of the 
Mosaic law and not i nqu i re after the gods of the 
nations they were to supp lant  (see Deuteronomy 
1 2 : 1 5-28) .  

4 .  T h e  I s rael i tes were not t o  go after false prophets 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUOY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 301 student manual , 1 9- 1  th roug h  1 9- 1 0 .  
Hebrews 1 1  : 6 .  What i m portant pr inc ip le  of  the gospel 

must be l ived i n  order to p lease God? 
D&C 84:23-25. Why were Moses and the Melch izedek 

Pr iesthood taken f rom I s rae l?  
D&C 1 30 :20-2 1 . Upon what do b less ings from God 

depend? 
TPJS ,  p p .  6 1 , 308 ,  322 .  When God offers men b lessi ngs 

and they refuse them,  what i s  the i r  condit ion then? 
OS ,  2 : 3 1 2- 1 3 .  What i s  the re lat ionsh ip  between 

obedience and faith? 

Re l ig ion 301 student manual , 1 9- 1 1 th rough  1 9- 1 9 ;  
1 9-28. 

OS, 1 : 1 53-54 . The Ten Command ments are everlast ing 
covenants. Man does not have a r ight to change any 
covenant g iven by the Lord . 

OS ,  1 : 1 57 .  What resu lts from b reaking and reject ing a 
covenant? 

OS, 1 :  1 3 1 -33. What do we demonst rate when we fai l to 
keep God 's  commandments? 

TPJS ,  p. 1 65 .  Long-suffer ing  and mercy have always 
characte rized God i n  h is  deal i ngs  with manki nd .  

Re l ig ion  301  student manua l ,  1 9-20 th rough 1 9-27. 
2 Nephi 1 :9 .  What d id the Lord tel l  the Nephites that 

p rosperity depended on? 
He laman 1 2 : 1 . Whom does the Lord b less and p rosper? 
TPJS ,  p .  332. Str ict obedience to a l l  of God's 

commands i s  necessary i n  order to c la im h is  
b less ings .  

TPJS ,  pp .  52-53 . Why does just ice req u i re that those 
who know and understand God's laws be pun ished 
or penal ized for breaking them? 

TPJS ,  pp. 205-6. Why do men without the Spi rit of God 
confuse true p rophets with false ones? 

DBY, p .  229 . Why is  devot ion to the Lord vital? 
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or any who ent iced them to serve other gods but 
were to utter ly destroy them (see Deuteronomy 
1 2 :29- 1 3 : 1 8) .  

5 .  I s rael was t o  become a holy people b y  observ ing 
d ietary l aws and the l aw of t i th i ng  (see 
Deuteronomy 1 4 ; JST, Deuteronomy 1 4 : 2 1 ) .  

6 .  Generosity was to be man ifest by  t he  r ich toward 
the poor, and servants we re to be set free at the 
seventh year (see Deuteronomy 1 5 : 1 - 1 8) .  

7 .  The fi rst l i ngs  o f  t h e  f locks were t o  b e  sanctif ied to 
the Lord (see Deuteronomy 1 5 : 1 9-23) .  

8 .  The feasts of  I s rael-Passover ,  U n leavened 
B read , Weeks , and Tabernac les-were to be 
r igorous ly  observed by al l Hebrew males (see 
Deuteronomy 1 6) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scri ptu re content out l i ne .  Select those concepts that 

What Is the Book of Deuteronomy About? 
(Sections A-C) 

Ask students the fo l l owi ng questions :  I f  you knew that 
you had but a short t ime to remai n on the earth ,  what 
th ings wou ld  you want to say to you r loved ones? What 
wou ld  you warn them about or rem ind them of? 

Poin t  out that that is p recisely the posit ion Moses was 

What Form Did Moses' Final Message Take? 
(Sections A-C) 

The word Deuteronomy means " repetit ion of the law. " 
Apparent ly Moses felt  that a rehearsal of the law, 
i nc l ud i ng  the Ten Commandments ,  wou ld be most 
worthwh i l e  for his peop le .  To set the stage for h is  
speech ,  M oses-

1 .  Appealed to the peop le to remember the i r  
p romises to God (see Deuteronomy 4 :23-24) .  

2 .  Warned the people  stern ly  that God wi l l  not 

Being in the World but Not of the World (Section C) 
Before they entered the promised l and ,  Moses 

warned I s rael of the tem ptat ions that wou l d  come to 
them to serve false gods and fo l low the ways of the 
wicked nat ions that i n habited Canaan . To avoid 
corrupti ng  their  nat ion ,  they were to ld to destroy a l l  who 
advocated and p ract iced the evi l s  of the Canaanite 
nations .  The Lord des i red a holy nation of people 
d iffe rent f rom the wor ld .  

The same is  t rue  i n  a l l  ages. The Lord 's people have 
the cha l lenge of l i v ing on a h ig her  level than do the 
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you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r students .  

in as he faced h is peop le  for the last t ime. The forty-year 
jou rney was over ,  the ch i l d ren of I s rael stood at the 
borders of the p romised land about to enter .  but  Moses 
was req u i red to say farewel l ;  h e  cou l d  not enter i nto 
Canaan . 

Review the counsel  Moses gave the ch i l d ren of I s rael 
before they entered the p romised land . 

tolerate end less s in  (see Deuteronomy 4: 25-26) . 
3 .  Prophesied the form that God's pun ishment wou ld  

take (see Deuteronomy 4 : 27-30) .  
Moses then reite rated the Ten Command ments and 

commanded I s rael to observe them str ict ly (see 
Deuteronomy 5 :  1 -6 :3 ) .  You may wish to read and 
em phasize Deuteronomy 5 :32-33 to rei nforce the idea 
that str ict observance of the Lord 's  laws i s  necessary to 
obtai n h i s  b less i ngs .  

wor ld ly  peop le  who su r round them and of  being an  
examp le  to them rather than  i ndu lg i ng i n  thei r s i ns .  
Compare the s i tuat ion that ancient I s rael was i n  with the 
s i tuat ion that Latter-d ay Saints are i n  today. D raw 
paral le l s  between the counsel  Moses gave to ancient 
I s rael and the counsel l iv ing p rophets g ive to modern 
I s rae l .  Use Exodus 1 9 :5  to beg i n  a d iscussion of 
specif ic cha l lenges you r students may be fac ing as 
they endeavor to l ive i n  the wor ld and yet not be of the 
worl d .  



DEUTERONOMY 1 7 ·34 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Deuteronomy 1 7-1 9 ;  21 :22-23. Moses Set Forth 
Laws for Israel's Governance 
1 .  Worsh ipers of false gods were to be put to death 

(see Deute ronomy 1 7 : 1 -7) .  
2 .  Diff icu l t  d i sputes were to be b rought before the 

p riests for j udgment (see Deuteronomy 1 7 :8- 1 3 ) .  
3 .  The Lord g ave gu ide l i nes for  the selection and 

reig n  of a r ig hteous king (see Deuteronomy 
1 7 : 1 4-20) .  

4 .  Pr iests and Levites were to be su pported by the 
other  I s rael ites (see Deuteronomy 1 8 : 1 -8 ) .  

5 .  The evi l p ract ices of  I s rael 's  neighbors were 
forb idden to I s rael (see Deuteronomy 1 8 :9- 1 4) .  

6 .  Moses p rophesied of  Chr ist and to ld  I s rael how a 
true prophet cou ld be recog nized (see 
Deuteronomy 1 8 : 1 5-22) .  

7 .  Moses i nstructed that c it ies of refuge be 
estab l ished and gave laws concern ing murder  
and witnesses (see Deuteronomy 1 9 ; 2 1  : 22-23) . 

B. Deuteronomy 20 : 1 -25 : 1 5. Moses Issued Laws 
Respecting Civil Strife and Domestic Concerns 
1 .  I s rae l was inst ructed about m i l itary matters 

(see Deuteronomy 20) .  
2 .  Mu rders by pe rsons un known were to be 

expiated through a specia l  b lood sacrif ice (see 
Deuteronomy 2 1 : 1 -9 ) .  

3 .  Specif ic laws concern ing wives and ch i l d ren 
were g iven (see Deuteronomy 2 1 : 1 0-23) .  

4 .  Moses set forth specif ic l aws about lost goods ,  
wear ing appare l ,  look ing out for  others' interests, 
marr iage ,  and im moral i ty (see Deuteronomy 22) .  

5 .  Moses specif ied those who cou l d  be num bered 
with the cong regation of I s rael and issued laws 
respecti ng sanitat ion ,  servants , sexual impu rity. 
usu ry ,  vows , and eat ing from others' f ie lds (see 
Deuteronomy 23) .  

6 .  Moses gave laws re lat ing to d ivorce, newlyweds, 
th ievery, lend i n g ,  t reatment of h i red servants and 
strangers ,  and g lean ing (see Deuteronomy 24) .  

7 .  Pun ishment for cr ime was p rescribed , t h e  law of 
levi rate marr iages was g iven , and just ice in  
bus iness deal i ngs  was enjoined (see 
Deuteronomy 25 : 1 - 1 5) .  

C .  Deuteronomy 25: 1 6-30:20. Moses Spoke of the 
Promised Land and Prophesied of Israel's Future 
1 .  Moses i nvited I s rael to express g rati tude to God 

by offer ing a basket of f i rstfru i ts upon ente r ing 
the p romised land and by paying t ithes whi le i n  
t h e  land (see Deuteronomy 2 5 :  1 6-26) . 

2. U pon enter ing the land . I s rael was to bu i ld  an 
altar of specia l ly i nscr i bed stone fo r sacrif ice and 
offer ings (see Deuteronomy 27 :  1 - 1 0) .  

3 .  Moses p rophesied of b lesS ings or c u rs ings that 
wou ld  resu lt from obedience or d i sobed ience 
(see Deuteronomy 27 : 1 1 -28 :57) .  
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 301  student manual , 20- 1 through 20-7 ;  20- 1 0 .  
AF pp .  463-65. What forms d id  ido latry assume 

ancient ly? 
Joseph Smith-H isto ry 1 :40 .  Who was the p rophet 

Moses spoke of in Deuteronomy 1 8 : 1 5- 1 9'1 (see also 
Acts 3 : 22-23;  1 Neph i  22 :20-2 1 ; 3 Neph i  20:23) .  

TPJS ,  pp .  202- 1 5 .  Why has the wor ld always mistaken 
false prophets for true ones? (see especial ly  p .  206) . 
How may false p rophets be detected? 

TPJS ,  p. 1 87 .  Can Satan compel men to do evi l?  Why do 
men seek it? 

Mosiah 2 :9- 1 7 .  What qual i t ies of characte r d ist ingu ish  a 
r ighteous k ing? 

D&C 58 : 1 7- 1 8 ;  1 07 :68-74. In  what ways do modern 
bishops' tasks resemble those of the judges in 
ancient I s rael? (see Deuteronomy 1 7 : 8- 1 3 ) .  

Re l ig ion 301  student manual , 20-8 th rough  20-9 ; 20- 1 1 
th rough  20-22 .  

Matthew 7 : 1 2 . What one law g iven by Chr ist covered a l l  
the l aws i n  the law of  Moses govern ing i nterpersonal 
re lat ionsh ips? 

Ephesians 6 :5-9.  Ancient ly ,  what was the command of 
God to servants? How were masters enjoined to treat 
the i r  servants? 

AF, p. 59. What i s  the natural consequence of s in? 
MF ,  pp .  68-69 , 250-52 .  How do sexual impurity and 

d ivorce often re late? 
MF ,  pp. 49-5 1 . How shou ld steal ing be looked u pon 

today? 
Spencer W. K imbal l ,  i n  CR, Oct. 1 974, p .  8. The Lord i s  

d isp leased when men  "d ress ,  g room , and  act" l i ke 
women ,  and v ice versa. 

Re l ig ion 301 stu dent manua l ,  20-23 through 20-28. 
D&C 59:2 1 . In what ways do men often offend God? 
D&C 78 :  1 9 . How does the Lord respond to those who 

receive his b less ings with thankfu l ness? 
D&C 82 : 1 0 . Under  what condit ions is the Lord bound to 

upho ld  h i s  covenants with man? 
D&C 1 30 :20-2 1 . How may ind iv idua ls  obta in any 

blessing they des i re from God? 
Jeremiah 3 :  1 4- 1 8 .  The scatte r ing of I s rael was 

p rophesied . What wou ld happen to I s rael after a long 
per iod of d i spers ion? (see also I saiah 1 1 :  1 2- 1 6 ;  
Jeremiah 23:  1 -8 ) .  
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4. Moses reminded I srael of God's goodness and 
warned them to keep a faithfu l covenant with 
God or be expe l led from the land (see 
Deuteronomy 29 ). 

5. Moses prophesied that if I srae l were scattered , 
they wou l d  be gathered and blessed upon their 
land when they returned to the Lord (see 
Deuteronomy 30:  1 - 1 0). 

6. Moses testified of the truth of his words and 
exhorted the peop le  to love God (see 
Deuteronomy 30 : 1 1 -20). 

D. Deuteronomy 31 -34. Moses Gave His 
Benediction to Israel 
1 .  Moses gave Joshua  charge of leading I srael and 

urged him and the peop le  to be courageous and 
strong (see Deuteronomy 3 1  : 1 -8 ). 

2. Moses wrote the l aw,  de l ivered it to the priests,  
and commanded that it be read to al l  I srae l every 
seven years (see Deuteronomy 31 :9- 1 3 ). 

3. The Lord taught Moses a song, which Moses 
taught to I srael to be a witness against them 
when they wou ld  rebel against God (see 
Deuteronomy 31 : 1 4-32 :47 ). 

4. God sent Moses to Mount Nebo and reminded 
him that he  wou ld  not enter the promised land 
(see Deuteronomy 32:48-52) . 

5. Moses gave his last blessing to the tribes of 
I srael (see Deuteronomy 33) . 

6. Moses saw the promised land and was taken by 
the Lord ; Joshua assumed leadership of I srael 
(see Deuteronomy 34). 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everything in the 
scripture content out l ine.  Se lect those concepts that 

Israel's Laws (Sections A-B) 
This part of the book of Deuteronomy is a good , 

understandable treatise on many of the laws that 
governed the chi ldren of I srae l . If you have not already 
done so in l essons 1 2 , 1 5 , or 1 6 , review and exp lain 

Blessings and Cursings (Section C) 
It is a common practice for peop le  sett ling a new area 

to associate a certain geographical feature , such as a 
mountain or a river, with an event or some other thing 
worth remembering. For examp le ,  when the Utah 
pioneers arrived in the Salt Lake Val l ey ,  the large peak 
north of the sett lement was named Ensign Peak. The 
gospe l , emanating from the val ley ,  was to be an "ensign 
to the nations" ( I saiah 5 :26). Whenever the Saints 
looked at the peak, they were reminded of their sacred 
obligation to s pread the word of God throughout the 
world .  (Refer to Deuteronomy 1 1  : 26-32 and note that 
Moses did a similar thing for ancient I srae l . )  
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AF, p. 3 1 6-22. What future event did both prophets of 
ancient I srael and prophets of ancient America 
forete l l ?  

O S ,  1 :  1 65. W h y  was ancient I srael scattered i n  the 
earth? 

Rel igion 301  student manual , 20-29 through 20-36. 
N u mbers 27: 1 8-23. How was Joshua appointed to lead 

I srae l?  
Deuteronomy 3 :23-27 ; 4 :2 1 -22. Why was Moses 

a l lowed to see but not to enter the promised land? 
(see also N u mbers 20:7- 1 3 ). 

D&C 84:23-25. Why did the Lord take Moses and the 
ho ly priesthood from I srael?  

A lma 45 : 1 9. What happened to  Moses after he saw the 
promised land? 

OS,  2 : 1 07 , 1 1 0- 1 1 .  Why was Moses trans lated? 

you feel wil l  be the most he lpfu l  to your students. 

many of the spec ific laws that regu lated the daily lives of 
the I srael ites.  This review wil l he l p students understand 
the cu lture, which infl uenced many events in the Old 
Testament .  

Read some of the blessings and cursings Moses set 
before the people in Deuteronomy 28. Point out that 
Moses prophesied of the day when I srae l ,  through 
disobedience ,  wou l d  reject the Lord and be scattered 
throughout the earth to l ead a most unp leasant 
existence (see Deuteronomy 28:64-68 ). I ndicate that a l l  
of these prophecies were fu l fil l ed  as a resu l t  of  Israe l's 
fai l ure to keep their covenants with God . Major 
scatterings took p lace when the ten tribes were taken 
captive by Assyria in 72 1 B.C. , when the Babylonians 
took Judah captive in 587 B.C. , and when the Romans 
scattered Judah throughout the known wor ld after the 
Savior's death .  



JOSHUA 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Joshua 1-5. Israel Was Prepared to Enter the 
Promised Land 
1 .  The Lord charged Josh ua to serve with courage 

and faithfu l ness (see Josh u a  1 :  1 -9) .  
2 .  The tr ibes with i n h e ritances east of Jordan 

covenanted to assist the others i n  conquer ing 
Canaan (see Joshua 1 : 1 0- 1 8) .  

3 .  I srae l ite spies were a ided by Rahab i n  Jer icho 
(see Joshua 2 ) .  

4 .  M i rac u lous ly ,  the I s rael ites c rossed t h e  Jordan 
on d ry g ro u n d  (see Joshua 3).  

5 .  I s rael b u i lt a memo rial to commemorate the 
c ross ing (see Joshua 4) .  

6 .  The covenant of c i rcumcis ion was renewe d ,  and 
the Passover was ce lebrated (see Joshua 
5 : 1 - 1 2) .  

7 .  Joshua behe ld  t h e  Lord (see Joshua 5:  1 3- 1 5) .  

B. Joshua 6-1 2. Israel Obtained Possession of the 
Land of Canaan 
1 .  Jer icho was l evel e d  and its i n habitants 

d estroyed (see Joshua 6) .  
2 .  Achan's d isobedience caused a temporary 

setback to I s rael (see Joshua 7) .  
3 .  The c ity of Ai was taken and i ts  i nhabitants 

d estroyed (see Joshua 8 : 1 -29) . 
4. Joshua b u i l t an altar and read the words of the 

l aw befo re the cong regation at Mount  Ebal (see 
Joshua 8 :30-35) .  

5 .  The I s rael ites gained contro l  of southern Canaan 
(see Joshua 9-1 0) .  

6 .  The I s rael i tes gained contro l  of northern Canaan 
(see Joshua 1 1 ;  JST. Joshua 1 1  :20) .  

7 .  The I s rael ites' v ictor ies are summarized (see 
Joshua 1 2) .  

C .  Joshua 13-21. Inheritances Were G iven in the 
Promised Land 
1 .  The tr ibes were a l lotted terr itories (see Joshua 

1 3- 1 9) . 
2 .  Six cit ies of refuge were appoi nted (see Joshua 

20) .  
3 .  Forty-e ig ht c it ies were appOinted for the Levites 

(see Joshua 2 1 ) .  

D .  Joshua 22-24. Joshua Died 
1 .  The construct ion of an altar caused 

misunderstand i n g  (see Joshua 22).  
2 .  Joshua's f i rst farewe l l  add ress appealed to I srael 

to keep themselves separate from the world (see 
Joshua 23) .  

3 .  Joshua's second farewel l add ress caused the 
people to renew the i r  covenants with God (see 
Joshua 24: 1 -27) .  
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUOY SOURCES 

R e l i g i o n  301 student man ua l ,  2 1 - 1  t h roug h  2 1 - 1 2 . 
Joshua 1 : 5 ;  4: 1 4 ; 5 :  1 3- 1 5 .  How d i d  the Lord strengthen 

Joshua when he assumed the mantle of leadership 
from Moses? 

Exod u s  1 5 : 1 4- 1 6 .  How wid espread among the 
Can aan ites was the fear of the i nvad ing I s rael ites? 
How i ntense was it? (See also Joshua 2 : 9 . )  

1 N ephi  1 7 : 32-35. F o r  what major reason d i d  t h e  Lord 
de l iver the Canaanites i nto the hands of the 
I s rael ites? (see Joshua 2 : 24 ) .  

B r u c e  R .  McConkie ,  Mormon Ooctrine, pp. 1 1 1 - 1 2 . Who 
was the captain of the Lord's host who appeared to 
Joshua? 

Re l ig ion  301 stu dent manual , 2 1 - 1 3 th rou g h  2 1 -26; 
2 1 -33. 

Hebrews 1 1  :30. What caused the wal ls  of Jer icho to 
col l apse? 

Ecc les iastes 9: 1 8 ; 1 0 : 1 . Can J u st one man ' s  fai l u res or 
s i n s  affect the welfare of a large r  g roup? 

Exod u s  34: 1 1 - 1 2 .  How d i d  Joshua and the I s rael ites er r  
i n  the i r  d eal i n g s  wi th  the G i beonites? (see also 
Joshua 9 : 1 4- 1 5 ;  Alma 37:37) .  

Rel ig ion  301  student manu a l ,  2 1 -27. 
N umbers 1 3 : 30 ;  1 4 :24.  Why did Cale b  receive a special  

i n h e ritance? (see a lso Joshua 1 4 : 1 3- 1 4) .  
N umbers 1 8 : 20-24 ; Deuteronomy 1 0 : 9 ,  1 8: 1 -2 .  Why d id 

the t r ibe of Levi n ot receive an i n heritance? (see a l so 
Joshua 1 3 : 1 4) .  

Spencer W.  Kimbal l ,  i n  C R ,  Oct. 1 979, p.  1 1 5 . What 
important lessons can we learn from Caleb's req uest 
to be al l otted terr itory in the area of the enemy 
Anakim? (see also Joshua 1 4 : 6- 1 4) 

Rel ig ion 301 student manu a l ,  2 1 -28 t h roug h  2 1 -32. 
Deuteronomy 1 0: 1 2 . What does the Lord req u i re of h i s  

people? 
Matthew 6:24.  I s  part ia l  commitment to God suff ic ient? 

(see also Josh u a  23:6-8 ,  1 1 - 1 3 ; 24:  1 9-20).  
D&C 1 :38. God fu l fi l l s  al l  of his promises (see also 

Joshua 23: 1 4) .  
D & C  2 0 : 3 7 ,  77 ,  7 9 .  Are Latter-day Saints ever witnesses 

agai nst themselves? (see a l so Joshua 24:22) .  
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4 .  The peop le  departed to the i r  i nheritances, and 
both Joshua and E leazar d ied (see Joshua 
24 :28-33) 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scr ipture content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

God Always Keeps His Promises (Sections B-C) 
Use the map in the Re l ig ion  301  student manual , 2 1 -

23 ,  to show the pattern of the conquest of Canaan .  
D iscuss the th ree m i l i tary theaters (Jer icho and A i ,  
southern Canaan , and the northern confederacy) and 
poin t  out examples of the Lord ' s  a id to the ch i l d ren of 
I s rae l i n  the i r  cOl1q uest of Canaan . Compare Joshua 
22 :4 and 23 :5 ,  1 4  with Doctr i ne and Covenants 1 :38 .  

The Greatness of Joshua (Sections A-B ;  D) 
Although  Joshua has been overshadowed by the 

g reatness of Moses ,  he  was i n  h i s  own right a m ighty 
leader in I s rael . A l l ow you r  stud ents t ime to locate 
passages of scr i ptu re that h i gh l i ght Joshua's l i fe or 
g ive i ns ight i nto h i s  character .  D iscuss them and what 
they. teach about h i s  g reatness .  You cou ld  
supp lement t he  students '  l i st with some o f  the 
fo l lowi ng :  

Numbe rs 1 3 :8 ,  1 6 ; Deuteronomy 32 :44. Joshua was 
the son of N u n ,  of the tr ibe of Ephraim .  Moses 
changed his name from Hoshea to Jehoshua.  

N u mbers 1 1  :28. As a you ng man Joshua was a 
se rvant of Moses . 

Exodus 1 7. Joshua d i st i ngu i shed h imsel f  i n  batt le 
aga inst the Amalek i tes .  

Exodus 24 :9- 1 3 .  Joshua was among the seventy 
e lders who were a l lowed to see the Lord at the foot of 
Mount  S i na i . 

Exodus 24 : 1 2- 1 8 .  Joshua accompanied M oses into 
the h ighe r  reaches of Mount Si nai , pat ient ly wait i ng  

Why the Canaanites Were Destroyed (Section B)  
The complete d estruct ion o f  Canaanite c i t ies and 

near-extermi n at ion of the Canaanite i nhabitants may 
seem u n d u ly harsh , but it shou ld  be remembered that 
the Canaanites were utter ly corrupt .  The Lord never 
d estroys a peop le  unt i l  they are " ri pe i n  i n i qu ity" ( 1  
Neph i  1 7 :35 ;  see also Genes is 1 5 : 1 3- 1 6 ;  Moses 8 :20-

The Lord Wil l  Fight Our Battles (Section B) 
The book of Joshua testif ies that God wi l l  f i ght the 

batt les of h i s  peop le .  D iscuss what that p romise means .  
What does the book  o f  Joshua teach about what the 

The Importance of Obedience (Section D) 
Point out  that i n  Joshua,  chapte rs 23 and 24 ,  Joshua 

p leaded wi th  h i s  peop l e  to keep the i r  covenants and 
obey the Lord God of I s rae l .  He  also warned them of 
d i re consequences i f  they fa i led to do  so (see Joshua 
23:  1 3- 1 6 ) .  Ask the stud ents i f  we share a s im i lar 
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D&C 42 :29 .  What i s  the natu ral resu l t  of l ovi ng God? 
OS,  3 :34. Saints m ay escape p l ag ues by obed ience.  
N .  E ldon Tanner ,  in  CR,  Apr .  1 97 1 , pp .  67-72 . "Choose 

you th i s  d ay whom ye wi l l  serve" (Joshua 24: 1 5) .  

you feel wi l l  be  t h e  most he lpfu l  t o  you r  students .  

D iscuss God's promise to h i s  peop l e  that he wou l d  
support t h e m  a n d  g ive them an i nhe ritance i n  the 
prom ised lan d .  As a God of truth who cannot l ie (see 
Ethe r  3 : 1 2 ;  D&C 63 :6 ) ,  he fu l f i l l ed his promise .  Testi fy of 
th is  fact , and use th is  concept to d iscuss how God's 
promises to u s  can g ive us fa i th and cou rage i n  t imes of  
tr ia l  and d iffic u lty. 

unt i l  his leader retu rned from tal k ing with the Lord . 
N u m bers 1 3 : 1 -2 ;  1 4 :6- 1 0 .  Joshua was one of twe lve 

sp ies sent by Moses i nto Canaan to search out the 
lan d .  Only he  and Caleb showed faith i n  God in 
report ing the i r fi n d i ngs .  

Deuteronomy 1 :37-38. Joshua was d iv ine ly 
des ignated as Moses '  successor. 

N u m bers 2 7 : 1 8-23 . Joshua was solemn ly 
consec rated by M oses to be h i s  successor .  

Joshua 3 :7-4 : 1 4 .  Joshua 's statu re i n  the eyes of the 
I s rael i tes was i nc reased by the m i rac le  at the River 
Jordan . 

Joshua 5 : 1 3- 1 5 .  A vis i t  f rom the captain of the 
Lord ' s  host attested to Joshua's d iv ine m iss ion . 

Joshua 6-1 2.  Joshua demonstrated su per ior ab i l ity 
as a m i l i tary commander (see espec ia l ly  Joshua 
1 0 : 1 2- 1 4 ;  1 1 : 1 5) .  

Joshua 23-24. Joshua 's farewel l  speeches g ive 
evidence of h i s  u nwaver ing devot ion (see espec ia l ly  
Joshua 23 :6 , 8 , 1 1 , 1 4 ; 24 : 1 4- 1 5 ,  26-28) . 

22,  28-30; 2 Peter 2 :6 ;  Jude  1 : 7 ) .  U ncom promis ing 
opposi t ion to the Canaan ites and the i r depravity was 
the on ly  a l ternat ive the I s rae l i tes had i f  they themselves 
were to su rvive sp i r i tua l ly .  Help you r  stud ents 
understand why the ann i h i l at ion of the Canaan ites was 
necessary (see Levi t icus 1 8 :3 ,  20-25 ; Deuteronomy 7: 1 -
6 ;  9 :4-6; 1 8 :9 - 1 2 ;  20 1 7  - 1 8 ;  1 Neph i  1 7 :32-35) .  

Lord req u i res o f  h i s  people? Wi l l  he take away thei r 
cha l lenges and prob lems or solve a l l  of them h imself? 
What l i g ht do the fol l owing sc ri ptu res shed on this 
p romise :  A lma 38 :5 ;  Ether 1 2 : 27 ;  1 Cor inth ians 1 0 : 1 3? 

ob l i gat ion to obey d iv i ne  regu lat ions and if we need to 
worry about s im i l a r  conseq uences if we choose not to 
keep the Lord ' s  command ments (see Re l ig ion  301  
student manua l ,  2 1 -30; 2 1 -32 ;  Joseph F ie ld ing Smith ,  
Doctrines of Salvation ,  3 :34) . 



JUDGES 1 - 1 2  

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Judges 1 : 1 -3:7. Israel Establ ished a Pattern of 
Apostasy 
1 .  I s rael conti n ued to war against the Canaanites 

(see Judges 1 : 1 -26) . 
2 .  An ange l  rebuked I s rael for leaving remnants of 

the Canaanites in the land (see Judges 1 : 27-
2 :5 ) .  

3 .  A new generation rejected the  Lord (see Judges 
2 :6- 1 5 ) .  

4 .  The  Lord raised u p  de l iverers, or judges ,  but 
the i r  successes were temporary and f leet ing 
(see Judges 2 :  1 6- 1 9) .  

5 .  The Lord said he wou ld  p rove I s rael 's 
faithfu lness  by not d riv ing out those enemies 
who were among them when Joshua d ied (see 
Judges 2 : 20-3 :7 ) .  

B. Judges 3 :8-1 2 : 1 5. The Pattern of  Apostasy Was 
Perpetuated, and Heroic ExplOits Fai led to Bring 
Lasting Peace 

1 .  Othn ie l ,  Ehud ,  and Shamgar were raised up by 
the Lord to de l iver I s rael (see Judges 3 :8-3 1 ) .  

2 .  Deborah and Barak led I s rael to v ictory over the 
armies of Jabin (see Judges 4 : 1 - 1 6) .  

3 .  S isera, capta in  of Jab in 's  a rmies ,  f led and was 
s la in  by Jael (see Judges 4 : 1 7-24) .  

4 .  Deborah and Barak sang a song of p raise (see 
Judges 5) .  

5 .  The Lord ca l led G ideon to de l iver I s rael from 
M id ian ite oppression (see Judges 6 : 1 -24) .  

6 .  G ideon th rew down h is  father 's altar to  Baa l  and 
cut down h is g rove (see Judges 6 :25-32) 

7 .  G ideon  assembled an army for the Lord (see 
J udges 6 :33-7 :8) . 

8. The Lord used G ideon to subdue the M id ian ites 
(see Judges 7 : 9-8 :35) .  

9 .  Abime lech rose to power by s layi ng h is 
b rothers ,  but he was s la in  also after a wicked 
reig n  (see Judges 9 ) .  

1 0 . Tola  and Ja i r  reigned ,  and I s rael was sorely 
oppressed because they had forsaken the Lord 
(see Judges 1 0 : 1 - 1 4) .  

1 1 .  Jepthah l e d  repentant I s rael t o  victory against 
the Ammon ites, but he caused h imself  g reat 
d ifficu lty by a rash vow (see Judges 1 0 : 1 5-
1 2 :7 ) .  

1 2 . I bzan , E lan ,  and Abdon judged I s rael (see 
Judges 1 2 :8- 1 5) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scr i ptu re content out l i ne .  Select those concepts that 

The Challenge of the Ages (Sections A-B) 
Maintai n i ng  r ighteousness from one generation to 

another has been a continu i ng  cha l lenge through the 
ages. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion  301  student manual , 22-1 th roug h  22- 1 1 .  
Psalms 1 06 :34-43 . What was the resu l t  of I s rael ' s  fai l u re 

to r id the land of Canaanites? What part icu lar ly 
abominab le habits did they learn from the i r  
Canaan ite ne ighbors? 

D&C 95: 1 -3.  Why does the Lord chasten those he 
l oves? 

Re l ig ion 301 student manual , 22-1 2 th rough  22-30. 
Exodus  1 5 : 20-2 1 ; Acts 2 1  :8-9. Can women possess the 

g ift of prophecy? (see a lso Judges 4 :4 ;  Rel i g ion 301 
student  manual , 22- 1 4) .  

Deuteronomy 20 :8 .  I s  there any precedent i n  scr iptu re 
fo r G ideon ' s  removi ng fai nthearted sold ie rs before 
go ing i nto batt le? (see also Judges 7 :3)  

He laman 1 2 : 1 -6 .  Why do men continua l ly  fal l i nto 
apostasy despite the Lord ' s  goodness? 

DBY, p .  350.  Disobed ience to the Lord 's 
commandments causes persecut ion . 

you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l to you r students. 

Ask students if the I s rael i tes de l iberately chose to 
reject God in th is  era. If not ,  how d id  they s l ide into such 
a sp i r i tual stupor? 

" Few men have ever knowing ly and de l i be rate ly 
chosen to reject God and h i s  b less i ngs .  Rather ,  we 
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learn from the scriptures that because the exerci se of 
faith has always appeared to be more diff icult than 
rely ing on th i ngs  more i mmediately at hand, carnal man 
has tended to transfer h i s  trust in God to material th ings. 
Therefore, in all ages when men have fallen under the 
power of Satan and lost the fai th ,  they have put in its 
place a hope in the 'arm of flesh '  and in 'gods of s i lver, 
and gold, of brass ,  iron, wood, and stone, which see 
not, nor hear, nor know' ( Dan. 5 :23)-that i s ,  i n  idols. 
Thi s  I f ind to be a dominant theme in the Old Testament. 

Quiz (Sections A-B) 
The book of Judges is full of interesting characters 

and stories. Such questions as those below could be 
used either as a pretest to assess your students '  
knowledge of th is  part of the Old Testament or  as a 
review after you have taug ht the lesson. You may want 
to make the quiz a match ing quiz,  part icularly if it i s  
used as  a pretest. 

1 .  Wh ich two judges sang a song about their 
victory? (Deborah and Barak. ) 

2. Which of the judges was able to win a battle by 
rely ing on the Lord and by using only three hundred 
men? (Gideon;  see Judges 7. ) 

3. Wh ich judge was the son of r ighteous Gideon? 
(Abimelech. ) 

4. Wh ich  judge, as a young man, was cast out of 
the fami ly by h i s  brothers? (Jephthah. ) 

5. Who s lew seventy of h i s  brothers so he could be 
king? (Abimelech. ) 

6. Th i s  judge vowed a fool ish vow. (Jephthah. ) 
7. Name two pagan peoples that the judges fought 

aga inst. (Caananites,  Moabites , M idian ites , Ammon ites , 
Amulekites. ) 

8. How did Jephthah's Gileadite soldiers detect the 
Ephraimites? (By the way the Ephraimites pronounced 

A Look at Individual Judges (Section B) 
Th is  period of I srael's h istory lends i tself well to 

reports by i ndividual students. A few days before you 
teach th is  lesson, assign students to prepare oral 
reports for the class on each of the major judges. Ask 
them to point out such th ings  as the condit ion of I srael at 
the t ime of the judge, how the judge rose to power in 

The Twelve Judges and Their Victories (Section B) 
The period of the judges was a t ime of reg ional 

confederacies with char ismat ic leaders leading 
comparatively small groups in reg ional battles. Select 
stories from the l ives of the judges, and discuss the 
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Whatever th ing a man sets h i s  heart and h i s  trust in most 
is h i s  god; and i f  h i s  god doesn't also happen to be the 
true and l iv ing God of I srael, that man is laboring in 
idolatry." (Spencer W. K imball, "The False Gods We 
Worsh i p ," Ensign, June 1 976, p. 4. ) 

Use references from the supp lementary study 
sources to discuss the reasons  for I srae l 's  cyc le of 
apostasy and faith. Compare the t ime of the judges with 
our t ime, showing the need to cont inually renew our 
sp iritual strength and commitments to the Lord. 

the word Shibboleth [Sh ib-bo-Ieth] ;  see Judges 1 2 : 5-6. ) 
9. Who was the woman with the nail? (Jael. ) 

1 0. How did Gideon select the three hundred men to 
help h i m  in battle? (By the way they drank; see Judges 
7 :4-7. ) 

1 1 . What object did a woman throw that broke 
Abimelech ' s  skull? (A p iece of mi llstone; see Judges 
9 :53. ) 

1 2. What did Jephthah promise the Lord if the Lord 
would bless h im?  (He would sacrif ice the first th ing that 
came from h i s  house to meet h im  after the victory. ) 

1 3. What man helped Deborah deliver I srael from the 
Canaan ites? (Barak. ) 

1 4. Why did Ab imelech have h i s  armor bearer kill 
h i m  after he had been h i t  by a m i llstone? (So it would not 
be said of h i m  that a woman had k illed h i m ;  see Judges 
9 :54. ) 

1 5. S isera escaped from Barak's armies on foot , but 
he met death when he fell asleep in a tent. What 
happened? (A woman ki lled h i m. See Judges 4:2 1 . )  

1 6. Which man was both k ing and judge? 
(Abimelech. ) 

1 7. How did Ehud arrange to be alone with K ing 
Eglon?  (Ehud told the k ing that he had a secret errand, 
so the king sent his servants away; see Judges 3: 1 9. )  

Israel, the judge's faith o r  lack o f  faith i n  God,  the 
manner in wh ich  the j udge delivered I srael, lessons that 
can be learned from the judge's rule, and so on. 

Instead of g iv ing homework assignments,  you may 
choose to divide the class i nto study groups to look for 
the same concepts and then have a representative from 
each  group briefly review the findings before the class. 

princ iples taug ht by events in their l ives. Use 
transparency 20 to point  out the areas associated with 
eac h  of the judges and the nat ions or enemies they 
defeated. 



JUDGES 1 3-2 1 ; RUTH 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Judges 1 3-1 6. Samson Fai led to Fulfi l l  His Divine 
Call ing Because of His Unrighteous Life 
1 .  Manoah's wife bore a son whom an angel had 

told her wou ld  be sent to de l iver I s rael from the 
Ph i l ist ines (see J udges 1 3) .  

2 .  Samson marr ied a Ph i l i st ine woman ,  
p ropounded a r id d l e ,  and s lew th i rty Ph i l ist ines 
to pay a lost wager  (see Judges 1 4) .  

3 .  T o  avenge the death o f  h i s  wife a n d  h i s  father- in­
law, Samson s laughtered a m u lt i tude of 
Ph i l ist ines (see J udges 1 5) .  

4 .  De l i lah ent iced Samson i nto revea l ing t he  secret 
of his strength (see J u dges 1 6 : 1 -20) .  

5 .  After be ing i mpr isoned and ens laved , Samson 
ki l l ed h i mself  and th ree thousand Ph i l ist ines (see 
J udges 1 6 : 2 1 -3 1 ) .  

B. J udges 1 7-21 . The Danites Migrated, and 
Fraternal Strife Occurred among Degenerate 
Israelites 
1 .  M icah set u p  an ido latrous  house of worsh ip  (see 

J u dges 1 7) .  
2 .  M i g rati ng  Dani tes took M i cah 's  p riest and sto le 

h is  images,  wh ich they set up in the c ity of  Dan 
(see J udges 1 8) .  

3 .  A n  abominab le act caused massive bloodshed 
and the near ext i nction of the tr ibe of Benjam in  
(see  Judges 1 9-2 1 ) .  

C .  Ruth 1 ·4. Ruth Chose to Fol low Israel's God and 
Became an Ancestor of the Savior 
1 .  E l ime lech ,  Naom i ,  and the i r sons went to Moab 

because  of a famine  (see Ruth 1 : 1 -2) . 
2 .  E l i melech d i ed ,  as d i d  h i s  two sons after they 

marr ied Moabite women (see Ruth 1 : 3-5) . 
3 .  When Naomi retu rned to Judah ,  one daughter- in­

law ,  Ruth ,  c hose to g o  with her  (see Ruth 1 : 6-22 ) .  
4 .  Ru th  g l eaned i n  Boaz's f ie ld  and won h is  favor 

and protect ion (see Ruth 2) .  
5 .  Ruth appea led to Boaz to fu l fi l l  the levi rate law i n  

he r  behalf  as t h e  next o f  k i n  o f  h e r  deceased 
h usband (see Ruth 3 ) .  

6 .  Ru th  and Boaz were marr ied and  became the 
parents of a noble l i neage (see Ruth 4 ) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing  in the 
scr iptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

Samson Fai led in H is Cal l ing (Section A) 
Ask students if some ind iv idua ls  br ing with them from 

the p remortal l ife a g reater than ord i nary capacity to 
l ead others .  Ask them how they wou l d  rank Samson i n  
native ab i l i ty. Ask how many ind iv idua ls  have had the i r  
b i rth announced by an ange l ic  messenger ,  or  were 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 301  student  manual , 23-1 t h rough 23- 1 1 ;  
23-2 1 . 

Exodus  20: 1 2 ; Ephesians 6 : 1 . Bes ides the 
commandment to marry with i n  the covenant, what 
commandment d i d  Samson i gnore when he  marr ied 
the Ph i l is t ine woman from T imnath? 

D&C 3 :4 .  Though  a man m ay be g iven "power to do 
many m ighty works , "  what wi l l  resu l t  i f  he "sets at 
naught  the counse ls of God"? 

A lma 2 :28-3 1 ; 1 4 :26 .  Examples are g iven of  i nd iv idua ls  
who,  when i nfused wi th  God 's  sp i ri t ,  experienced a 
s ign if icant i ncrease i n  p hysical strength . 

Re l ig ion 301  student manua l ,  23- 1 2 th rough 23- 1 3 ;  
23-2 1 . 

Exodus  20 :4 , 23; Lev i t icus 1 9 :4 .  M icah 's mother was 
mak ing a g raven i m age to p lease the Lord . What 
d oes th i s  act ion i nd icate about the state of I s rael ite 
re l ig ion  d u ri ng  this e ra? 

Deuteronomy 1 2 : 8 ;  P roverbs 1 6 :2 .  What d i d  the Lord 
say about every man do ing that wh ich was r ight in h is  
own eyes? (see Judges 1 7 :6 ;  2 1  :25) .  

I sa iah 1 3 : 1 1 .  Though  the wicked often br ing pain and 
sorrow to others ,  what can we a l l  be assu red of? (see 
also 1 Neph i  1 0 :20) . 

Re l ig ion 301  student  manua l ,  23- 1 4 through 23-20; 
23-2 1 . 

Deuteronomy 24 : 1 9 . Why was Ruth confident that Boaz 
wou ld  a l low her ,  a complete stranger ,  to g l ean in h i s  
f ie lds? 

2 Neph i  26:33.  Though Ruth was a Moabite and not  of  
I s rael ,  she became a part of the royal l i ne  of I s rael .  
What does that fact demonst rate? (see a lso A lma 
1 9 :36) . 

M atthew 1 :  1 - 1 6  (see espec ia l ly  vv. 1 ,  5-6,  1 6) .  Who 
were Ruth and Boaz ancestors of? 

B ib l e  d i ct ionary, s.v. " Moab . "  Who were the Moabites? 

you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r  students. 

consecrated to the Lord , o r  were endowed with 
prod ig ious  strength . 

Review the fol l owin g  scr iptu res that deal with 
Samson 's  deeds .  Note the under ly ing motivat ion for 
each deed . D iscuss what his deeds teach about the 
character of Samson .  Teach the pr inC ip le  that when the 
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Lord blesses individ ua ls  with special abil ities or 
opportunities, he expects them to use their ta lents to 
bless others rather than for se l fish purposes. Re late the 
concept that "there are many cal led, but few are 

What 

chosen" (D&C 1 2 1 :34). Teach that being cal led or 
foreordained is not enough . We must do what the Lord 
has ca l led us to do and has given us the ability to do. 

Why 

Judges 1 4: 1 -3 Married a woman outside the 
covenant. 

She pleased him. 

Judges 1 4: 1 9 ; see also Judges 1 4: 
1 2- 1 3  

Killed th irty men. To pay a d ebt he owed on a wager 
he had made. 

Judges 1 5:4-5 ; J udges 1 5: 1 -2 Burned crops .  As revenge for giving his wife to a 
companion. 

Judges 1 5:7-8; see also Judges 
1 5:6  

Kil led more Philistines. To avenge the kil l ing of his former 
wife and her father. 

Judges 1 5: 1 4- 1 5 Kil led one thousand men with a No reason is given .  
jawbone o f  a n  ass (see Religion 301  
student manual ,  E- 1 through E-8 ) .  

Judges 1 6: 1 -3 Became invo lved with a harlot and No reason is given. 
then carried away the c ity gate. 

Judges 1 6:4-20 

Judges 1 6:23-30 

Became involved with Deli lah. He loved her. 

Destroyed the house of Dagon. To avenge himsel f  and get even 
with the Philistines. 

Can We Remain Righteous Although Surrounded 
by Iniquity? (Section C) 

Ask students if there were any Is raelites during the 
period of the judges who, amid depraved people and 
practices, remained righteo·us. Who were some of 
them? Point out that this is one of the striking themes of 
the book of Ruth. Although Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz lived 
d u ring the time of the judges, a time when the practice 
of true religion was at l ow ebb, they manifested strong 
faith and foun d  secu rity in ad hering to God 's  laws. 
Similarly, we too, though l iving in a wor ld of vice and 
corruption, can contro l our l ives and keep the 
commandments .  Ruth, a convert, fo l l owed Naomi to l ive 
among the Lord's covenant people. Discuss with 
students the wisdom of fo l l owing spiritual l eaders. 

Samson and Ruth (Sections A, C) 
The striking contrast between Ruth and Samson 

cou ld  be used to i l l ustrate that what we do with our l ives 
is more important than what talents we have or what 

Samson 

Judges 1 3:3. Birth annou nced by an angel 
Judges 1 3:5, 7. Dedicated to God 
Judges 1 3:5. Given a special mission 
Judges 1 3:24-25. Great ly blessed by God 
Judges 1 4: 1 -3. Married out of covenant, contrary to 
parents' counse l  
Judges 1 4: 1 9 ; 1 5: 7-8 ;  1 6:28. Used strength for selfish 
purposes 
Judges 1 6: 1 .  Committed an immoral act 
Judges 1 6: 1 -2 1 .  Lost strength through unrighteousness 
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Encourage them to be wil l ing to say to the prophet as 
Ruth said to N aomi, "Whither  thou goest I wil l go" (Ruth 
1 : 1 6). 

One great l esson to the house of Israe l was that God 
could c hoose a person outside the chosen lineage to 
accomp lish his pu rposes. Israel had a feeling of 
exc l usiveness that God wou l d  work on ly  th rough his 
chosen peop le. The story of Ruth il l ustrates that the 
royal l ine of the Son of God came th rough one who, 
though born outside the covenant ,  came into the 
covenant and embraced the worship of the true God. 
Whether we have been born into the Chu rch or come 
into the Churc h  as converts, we may, like Ruth, receive 
a l l  the blessings the Lord has promised the faithfu l .  

environment we are raised in. Use the accompanying 
chart to show the contrast between Samson and Ruth 
and teach this princip le. 

Ruth 

Ruth 1 :4. Born and raised outside of covenant lineage 
Ruth 1 : 5. Lost her husban d  
Ruth 1 : 6- 1 8 ;  2: 1 1 . Fol lowed a n d  supported ideals o f  her  
mother-in- law 
Ruth 2:2-3. Was wil l ing to work 
Ruth 2: 1 0. Was h u mble 
Ruth 4: 1 3. M arried in covenant l ineage 
Ruth 4: 1 3-22. Became mother of chosen lineage 
Matthew 1 : 5, 1 6. Was a progenitor of Jesus Christ 



1 SAMUEL 1 - 1 5  

SCRIPTURE CONTENT O UTLINE 

A. 1 Samuel 1 -3. Samuel Was Raised Up As a 
Prophet to Israel 
1 .  Hannah prayed for a son and bore Samue l  (see 1 

Samue l  1 :  1 -2 1  ). 
2. Hannah lent Samue l  for service to the Lord (see 1 

Samue l  1 : 22-28). 
3. Hannah praised and thanked the Lord (see 1 

Samue l  2: 1 - 1 0).  
4. Samue l  served faithfu l ly i n  the tem p le  under the 

direction of E l i  the priest (see 1 Samuel  2 : 1 1 , 
1 8-21 , 26). 

5. E l i 's sons sinned grievous ly, and a man of God 
prophesied of their death and the rejection of the 
house of El i  (see 1 Sam ue l  2 : 1 2- 1 7 ,  22-25 , 
27-36). 

6. The Lord ca l led Samue l  as a prophet to al l I srae l 
(see 1 Samue l  3) .  

B. 1 Samuel 4-6. Israel Lost the Ark of the Covenant 
Because They Were Wicked 
1 .  The I srael ites took the ark of the covenant to the 

batt l efie l d  th i nking its presence wou l d  protect 
them from the Philistines (see 1 Samuel 4: 1 -9). 

2. The Philistines captured the ark and k i l led E l i ' s  
sons (see 1 Samue l  4: 1 0- 1 1 ). 

3. When the events were reported to Eli ,  he fe l l ,  
broke his neck, a n d  d ied ; E l i ' s  daughter-in- law 
d ied in chi ldbirth (see 1 Samue l  4: 1 2-22). 

4. The Philist ines were p lagued and s lain for taking 
the ark, and they sent it back to I srael (see 1 
Samue l  5-6). 

C. 1 Samuel 7-8. Samuel Ministered to Israel 
1 .  Samue l ' s  exhortat ion caused I srael to repent ,  

and the Lord smote the attacking Phil ist ines (see 
1 Samue l  7).  

2. Samue l ' s  sons judged unrighteous ly ,  and I srael 
sought a king such as other nations had (see 1 
Samue l  8 : 1 -5). 

3. Samue l  warned I srae l against the evi l s  of having 
a k ing ru l e  them (see 1 Samue l  8 :6-1 8). 

4. I srae l rejected Samue l ' s  counsel ,  and the Lord 
directed him to appoint a k ing over I srael ( 1  
Samue l  8 :  1 9-22). 

D. 1 Samuel 9-1 2. Saul Was Chosen and Reigned As 
King of Israel 
1 .  Samue l  met Sau l ,  and the Lord revealed to h im 

that Sau l  was to  be k ing of  I srael (see 1 Samuel  
9 ;  JST, 1 Samue l  9 : 1 6). 

2. Samue l  anointed Sau l ,  and Sau l prophesied and 
was made k ing over a l l  I srael (see 1 Samuel  1 0).  

3. Sau l rescued I srae lites from the Ammonites ,  and 
support for his ki ngship was renewed (see 1 
Samue l  1 1 ). 

4. Samue l  exhorted I srael to serve and obey the 
Lord (see 1 Samue l  1 2). 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Religion 301  student manual, 24- 1 through 24- 1 3. 
Genesis 1 6 : 1 -2 ;  1 7 : 1 5- 1 9. How were the events 

attending the birth of Sam ue l  sim i l ar to those that 
attended the birth of other promised chi ldren? (see 
also Judges 1 3 :2-7). 

Luke 2 :39-52. Who are some others who have been 
about their Father 's business wh i l e  yet in their youth? 
(see also 1 Neph i  2: 1 6 ; Mormon 1 :  1 -2 ,  1 5 ; JS-H 

1 :7- 1 1 ). 
1 Kings 2 :26-27, 35. How was the prophecy against the 

house of E l i  fu l f i l l ed?  (see a lso Bible dict ionary, s .v. 
"Abiathar" ;  1 Samue l  2 :3 1 -35; 4: 1 0-22; 1 Ki ngs 
1 : 5-7). 

Rel igion 301 student  manual, 24- 1 4 through 24- 1 7. 
Exodu s  25:22. Why was the ark of the covenant so 

i mportant to ancient I srae l?  (see also N umbers 
1 0 :33).  

1 Samue l  2 :34. What i s  s ignif icant about the death of 
E l i 's  sons? (see also Deuteronomy 21 : 1 8-2 1 ). 

Re l igion 301  student  manual ,  24- 1 8 through 24-2 1 .  
Mosiah 23:7 ;  29 :  1 0-24. Why did Alma and Mosiah feel 

that the Neph ites shou ld  not have a king? 
Deuteronomy 1 7 : 1 4-20. Moses prophesied that I srae l 

wou l d  want a k ing. What criteria did Moses say any 
king of I srael must meet? 

Marion G.  Romney,  in CR, Oct . 1 968 , p .  66. The Lord 
wou l d  not interfere with I srae l's right of choice, even 
though their choice was to reject h im .  

Spencer W. Kimbal l ,  " ' Like A l l  t he  Nations, ' " Church 
News, 1 5  Oct. 1 960, p. 1 4. Th is art ic le gives excel lent 
exam ples of the ways i n  which the Lord 's people 
fo l l ow the world .  

Rel igion  3 0 1  student  manual ,  24-22 through 24-28. 
Mosiah 5 :2-4. What is meant by the statement that the 

Lord gave Sau l a "new heart"? (1 Samuel 1 0 :9) .  
Spencer W. Kimbal l ,  in CR, Oct . 1 958,  pp .  55-57. What 

special e lements were present at the choosing of 
Sau l as I srae l ' s  king? I n  what other i nstances was this 
same proced ure fo l l owed? 

47 



E. 1 Samuel 1 3-1 5. Because of Saul's Disobedience 
the Lord Rejected Him As King of Israel 
1 .  Sau l offered sacrif ice without priesthood 

authority and was rebuked by Samuel (see 1 
Samue l  1 3 : 1 - 1 4) .  

2. Jonathan and h i s  young armor bearer smote a 
garr ison of the Ph i l ist ines (see 1 Samue l  1 3 : 1 5-
1 4: 1 4). 

3. The Lord i ntervened for I srael, and the Ph i l ist ines 
were defeated i n  batt l e  (see 1 Samue l  1 4: 1 5-23) .  

4 .  Jonathan, unaware of  h i s  father's edict to  fast, 
partook of honey, but the peop le  rescued h im 

, from the penalty of death (see 1 Samue l  
1 4:24-45) .  

5 .  Sau l preva i l ed aga inst t h e  enemies o f  I srael o n  
every s ide (see 1 Samue l  1 4:47-52). 

6. When Sau l d isobeyed the Lord's command to 
destroy the Amalekites and al l they had, he was 
rejected from be ing k ing of I srael (see 1 Samuel 
1 5 ; see also JST, 1 Samue l  1 5 : 1 1, 35). 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scripture content out l i ne. Select those concepts that 

Eli Failed to Discipline His Sons (Sections A-B) 
E l i  rebuked h i s  sons for their  wickedness, but  they 

did not hearken to h i m  ( 1  Samue l  2 :22-25). Ask students 
what e l se E l i  shou ld have done (see 1 Samuel  3 :11 - 1 4; 
A lma 39:8-1 4). Ask why ch i ldren sometimes refuse to 
fol l ow the ir  parent 's counsel .  What shou ld parents do 
when their ch i ldren refuse to fol l ow their counsel? 

Point out that E l i  was the judge and priesthood leader 
of al l I srael. Note that i ndividuals are condemned not 
on ly  for the ir  own s ins  but  a lso for tolerat ing wickedness 

Like the Other Nations (Section C) 
The story of I srael's desire for a king provides an 

excel lent  examp le  of reject ing the Lord's  counsel  to be 
l i ke the peop le  of the world. Us ing the fol lowi ng 
q uotat ion from E lder Spencer W. K imbal l ,  d iscuss the 
fol ly of d isregarding the counsel  of prophets to fol low 
after the ways of the world: 

" 'G ive us a k i ng' cried the ch i ldren of I srael when 
they had seen the g lory of the surrounding ki ngdoms. 
From M oses and Joshua through about three centuries 
they had been led by the less colorfu l judges. There 
was an absence of glory and pageantry, and then the 
peop le  led by their  e lders demanded ' N ow make us a 
k ing to judge us l i ke a l l  the nat ions. ' ( I  SamueI 8. ) . . . 

"And Samue l  ca l led the people together and 
exp la ined to them that the people of the Lord should be 
different  with h igher standards. 'We want to be l i ke other 
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Re l ig ion 301 student manual, 24-29 through 24-35. 
2 Chron ic les  26: 1 6-21 . What happened to Uzziah ,  who, 

l i ke Saul ,  performed an unauthorized priesthood 
funct ion? 

D&C 56:3. What i s  the resu l t  for those who do not obey 
the commandments of God? (see also 1 Samue l  
15 :23, 26). 

Lu ke 1 1  : 28. How m ight Saul  have retained the Lord's 
b less i ngs? 

Spencer W. K imbal l ,  Humility, Brigham Young 
Un iversity Speeches of the Year (Provo, 1 6  Jan. 
1 963) ,  p p. 9 - 1 0 .  What steps l ed to Sau l's downfa l l ?  

Spencer W.  K imbal l ,  i n  CR, Oct. 1 958 , p. 55.  What 
appears to have occurred i n  Sau l ' s  l ife to change h im 
from a man of great promise i nto one rejected by the  
Lord? 

Spencer W. K imbal l ,  in CR, Oct. 1 954, p. 5 1 . How are 
the rat ional izat ions made by many in the Church 
today l ike those made by Sau l when he fai l ed to 
destroy the Amalekites comp letely? 

you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to your students. 

with i n  the ir  areas of respons ib i l i ty (see Jacob 1 :  19 ; 
Moron i 9 :3-6) .  S ince E l i  d id not act to stop the 
wickedness of h is  sons, the Lord removed E l i  and h is  
sons from the priest ly office and gave i t  to another. What 
message or i m p l icat ion  does th is  examp le  ho ld for 
parents and priesthood leaders in the Church today? 
(see D&C 68:25 ;  90 : 1 8 ; D&C 93:38-49 ; 1 21:34-36, 41-
43) .  Shou ld u nrepented s in  ever be tolerated? Why or 
why not? 

peop les '  they demanded. 'We do not want to be 
different.' . . .  [1 Samuel 8 : 1 1 -18 q uoted. ] 

"Not so different are we today! We want the glamor 
and froth i ness of the world ,  not always real iz ing the 
penalt ies of our fol l y  . . . .  We cannot stand to be 
different! . . .  

"The Lord says he w i l l  have a pecu l iar people but we 
do not w ish to be pecu l i ar . . . .  

"When, oh  when, wi l l  our Latter-day Saints stand firm 
on their own feet, estab l i sh  the ir  own standards, fol l ow 
proper patterns and l ive their  own glorious l ives i n  
accordance with Gospel  i nsp ired patterns, aping n o  
o n e  w h o  has not a better program! Certa in ly  good t imes 
and happy l ives and c lean fun are not dependent u pon 
the g lamorous, the pompous ,  the extremes. " (Church 
News, 15 Oct. 1960 , p. 1 4. )  



1 SAMUEL 1 6-3 1 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. 1 Samuel 1 6 : 1 -1 8 :7. David Was Anointed to Be 
King of Israel ,  and He Served in the House of 
Saul 
1 .  Dav id  was anointed to be king of I s rael by 

Samue l  (see 1 Samue l  1 6: 1 - 1 3) .  
2 .  Sau l chose David a s  h i s  armor bearer (see 1 

Sam uel  1 6 : 1 4-23 ; JST, 1 Samuel 1 6 : 1 4- 1 6 ,  23) .  
3 .  Dav id  went  against Go l iath  in  the name of  the 

Lord and s lew h im (see 1 Samuel  1 7) .  
4 .  A strong bond of l ove u n ited Dav id and Jonathan 

(see 1 Samue l  1 8 : 1 -4 ) .  
5 .  Sau l made Dav id  a m i l i tary leader ,  and  he was 

honored by the peop le (see 1 Samue l  1 8 :5-7) .  

B. 1 Samuel 1 8 :8-27:1 2. David Lived As a Fugitive 
Pursued by Saul 
1 .  Sau l  became jealous of David and sought to ki l l  

h im  (see 1 Samue l  1 8 : 8- 1 9 :  1 1 ;  JST, 1 Samuel  
1 8 : 1 0 ; 1 9 :9 ) .  

2 .  Dav id  was pu rsued by Sau l ' s  servants (see 1 
Samuel  1 9 : 1 2-24) .  

3 .  Jonathan arranged with David a means of 
secret ly commun icati ng  Sau l ' s  i ntent toward h im 
(see 1 Samue l  20) . 

4. Dav id  received aid from Ah imelech the priest 
and gained fo l lowers as he f led from place to 
p lace (see 1 Samuel 21 : 1 -22 :5 ) .  

5 .  Sau l s laug htered e ighty-five pr iests and  the i r  
fam i l ies fo r  a id ing  Dav id (see 1 Samuel  22:6-23) . 

6. Dav id  saved Kei lah from the Ph i l ist i nes and 
cont inued to f lee from Sau l (see 1 Samue l  23) .  

7 .  Ab iga i l  appeased David ' s  wrath against Nabal 
and later became Dav id 's  wife (see 1 Samuel 
25) . 

8. Dav id  twice spared Sau l ' s  l ife , after which they 
separated (see 1 Samue l  24, 26) .  

9 .  Dav id dwel t  among the Ph i l ist ines to p reserve h is  
l i fe (see 1 Samue l  27) .  

c. 1 Samuel 28-31 . Saul Died in Dishonor 
1 .  When the Ph i l i st ines gathered the i r  armies for 

warfare against I s rae l ,  Saul i nqu i red of the witch 
of Endor  for reve lat ion (see 1 Samuel  28; JST, 1 
Samue l  28 :9 ,  1 1 - 1 5) .  

2 .  The Ph i l ist ines refused the h e l p  o f  David and h is  
army (see 1 Samue l  29) . 

3 .  David smote the Amalekites (see 1 Sam uel 
30-31 ) .  

4 .  The Ph i l ist ines defeated I s rael and k i l led Sau l 
and th ree of h is  sons (see 1 Samuel  3 1 ) .  

25 

SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Rel ig ion 301  student manual , 25- 1 th roug h  25- 1 2 .  
A l m a  56:46-47 .  What advantage do t h e  r ighteous have 

in t imes of m i l itary conf l i ct? 
Moroni 7 :33 .  What can an i nd iv idua l  with faith do? (see 

also 1 Samuel  1 7 : 45-47) . 
1 Samue l  1 9 : 1 -7 ,  20 .  How d id  Jonathan 's love for Dav id 

he lp  David? 
Spencer W. K imbal l ,  i n  CR,  Oct .  1 974, pp .  1 1 3- 1 6 .  How 

can we defeat the Go l iaths in ou r  l ives? 
Thomas S. Monson,  in C R ,  Oct. 1 967 ,  pp. 1 30-32. The 

story of Dav id  and Go l iath is reviewed and appl ied to 
ou r  l ives. 

Re l ig ion 301 student manual , 25-1 2 through 25-32 . 
Rel i g ion 301 -2 i nst ructor 's g u ide ,  Appendix A, 3-4 . 
Proverbs 6 :34 .  What inf luence does jealousy have on an 

i nd iv idual ?  (see also D&C 67: 1 0) .  
D&C 98 :23-30 .  H ow w i l l  t h e  Lord respond t o  those who 

spare the i r  enemies ,  although they may be just if ied i n  
k i l l i n g  them? 

2 Samue l  9 .  How d id Dav id  show k indness to 
Jonathan 's  fam i ly  i n  return for Jonathan's k indness to 
h im?  

Re l ig ion 301  student manua l ,  25-33 th rough  25-37. 
Re l ig ion 301 -2 i nstructor 's gu ide ,  Appendix A, 1 .  
Levi t icus 1 9 : 3 1 . What was the Lord 's command about 

seeking  counsel  from those who had fam i l iar  sp i rits? 
(see also Leviticus  20 :6 ,  27) .  

2 Samue l  1 .  How d id David respond to news of the 
death of Sau l and Jonathan? 
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SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scri pture content out l i ne. Se lect those concepts that 

Use of the Books of Chronicles (Sections A-C) 
There are no l esson out l i nes in the i nstructor's gu ide 

for the books of Chron ic les s ince most of the material i n  
them i s  a repetit ion of materia l  found e lsewhere i n  the  
Old Testament. There i s ,  however, some material i n  the  

"Look Not on His Countenance" (Section A) 
The select ion of David as k ing of Israe l shows the 

vast d i fference between the m ind  of God and the m ind 
of  man.  Review 1 Samue l  1 6 : 1 - 1 3  w i th  the c lass. Then 
cal l to m ind  Sau l 's i mpressive appearance at the t ime 
he was chosen by Samue l  to be I srael's k ing (see 1 
Samue l  9 :2 ;  1 0 :23). Cou ld  Samuel  have been looki ng 

David's Combat with Goliath (Section A) 
Discuss why David went agai nst Gol i ath when no one 

e lse i n  I srael was wi l l i ng to do  so. Emphasize 1 Sam uel  
1 7 :26 , 32-37, 45-47. A lso use such examples as those 
in 2 Kings 6 : 1 3- 1 8 and Alma 56:46-47 and the pri nc ip le  

Respect for the Lord's Anointed (Section B)  
One of the strengths of David's character was 

respect for those whom God had chosen (see 1 Samuel  
24:3- 1 2 ;  26:9- 1 2, 2 1 -23; 2 Samue l  1 :  1 - 1 6. Discuss 
David's att itude  toward Sau l and the importance of 

What Led to Saul 's Downfal l? (Section B) 
A nu mber of th i ngs led to Sau l's rejection as Israel's 

king and h i s  downfa l l  as a man. Ask the students to 
name as many of them as they can.  The fo l l owing might 
be i nc l uded :  

1 .  Sau l 's d i sobedience i n  offer ing a sacrif ice without 
authority and i n  fai l i ng to s laughter the Amalekites as 
commanded (see 1 Samue l  1 3 :8- 1 4; 1 5) 

2. Sau l's jealousy of David's popu larity with the 
peop le  and his efforts to ki l l  h im (see 1 Samuel  1 8 :28-
30; 1 9 : 1 - 1 6 ; 22-23) 

3 .  H is s laughter of the priests who had showed 
k indness to David (see 1 Samuel  22 : 1 1 - 1 9) 

4. Sau l's turn ing to a witch for en l ightenment and 
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you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to your students. 

books of Chron ic les  wh ich i s  found  nowhere e lse in the 
Old Testament. Use Append ixes A and B to identify that 
mater ia l ,  and then select what you th ink  is valuable from 
Chron ic les to augment the material out l i ned in th is  
l esson and other l essons. 

for an equa l ly  i m pressive person? What lesson does the 
Lord teach the prophet here? (see 1 Samuel  1 6 :7). How 
does th i s  pri nc ip le  apply in se lect ing a mate? in cal l i ng 
one to a posit ion of authority i n  the Church? i n  judgi ng 
men and the ir  motives general ly? (see Rel igion 301 
student manual ,  25-39). 

taught in Moron i  7 :33 to teach that the righteous who 
have faith need not fear any odds. 

Use the concepts taught by Pres ident Ki mbal l  and 
E lder Monson to re late the story of David and Gol iath to 
the stud ents' dai ly act ivit ies and struggles. 

susta in i ng the l eaders whom the Lord has cal led to 
serve over us and of support ing them even though they 
may have personal weaknesses or may d i ffer with us  in 
op in ions on certai n issues. 

reve lat ion (see 1 Samue l  28) 
Poi nt out how Saul 's wicked ness i ncreased unt i l  it 

became an obsession that drove him mad . Had Sau l 
repented after h i s  f irst i nd iscret ion, the Lord wou ld  have 
forgiven h im. But Saul 's problem was one of pride. He 
thought he  knew better than God and h is  prophet, and 
he lost the spir it of God through pride  and jealousy. 

Read Helaman 1 3 :38. Poi nt out that i t  can become 
too l ate to repent and sti l l  mai ntai n one's favored status .  
Even when David was chosen to rep lace Saul as ki ng, 
Sau l d i d  not repent. He compounded h i s  former s ins  by 
seeking David's l i fe. In the end,  Saul  lost h is  ki ngdom, 
his fami ly, and h i s  l i fe. 



2 SAMUEL 1 - 1 2  

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. 2 Samuel 1 -4. David Ascended the Throne of 
Judah After the Death of Saul 
1 .  Dav id  learned of the death of Sau l and s lew the 

Amalekite who said he had k i l led Saul (see 2 
Samuel  1 : 1 - 1 6) .  

2 .  Dav id  lamented t h e  deaths  o f  Sau l and Jonathan 
(see 2 Samuel 1 : 1 7-27) . 

3. David was anointed k ing of Judah ;  h is  fol l owers 
defeated the fo l l owers of I shbosheth ,  who 
became king of I s rael (see 2 Samue l  2 ) .  

4 .  Abner ,  a captain of  Sau l 's army, deserted to 
Dav id ; he was later  s la in  by Joab (see 2 Samue l  
3 ) .  

5 .  I sh bosheth ,  k ing of  I s rael , was a lso  s lai n ;  those 
who s lew him were put to death by David (see 2 
Samue l  4 ) .  

B. 2 Samuel 5-1 0 ;  1 2:26-31 . David Became King of 
All  Israel and Prospered 
1 .  A l l  I s rael un ited under  Davi d ,  and he took control  

of Jerusalem (see 2 Samuel  5 : 1 - 1 6) .  
2 .  David sound ly  defeated the Ph i l i st ines (see 2 

Samue l  5 : 1 7-25) . 
3 .  The ark of the covenant was b rought to 

Jerusalem ;  Uzzah was s la in  for steadying it 
en route (see 2 Sam uel  6 ) .  

4 .  The Lord wou l d  not permi t  David to bu i l d  a 
temp le  but  p romised to establ i sh  h is  k ingdom 
forever (see 2 Samue l  7 : 1 - 1 7 ) .  

5 .  David accepted the Lord ' s  word on the matter 
(see 2 Samuel  7 : 1 8-29) . 

6. David ' s  reig n  was punctuated by victories over 
I s rael ' s  enemies (see 2 Samue l  8 ) .  

7 .  Dav id restored the property of  Sau l to 
Meph ibosheth , the son of Jonathan , and cared 
for him as a son (see 2 Samuel 9 ) .  

8 .  David ' s  army smote the Syr ians and Ammon ites 
for the i r  offenses against I s rael (see 2 Samuel  
1 0 ; 1 2 :26-3 1 ) .  

C. 2 Samuel 1 1  : 1 -1 2 :25. David Committed Heinous 
Sins, Which Brought Condemnation upon Him 
1 .  Dav id  committed adu l te ry with Bathsheba (see 2 

Samue l  1 1 : 1 -5 ) .  
2 .  I n  seeking to h ide  h i s  s in ,  Dav id caused U riah 's 

death (see 2 Samuel  1 1  : 6-27) .  
3 .  Nathan the p rophet confronted Dav id wi th h is  s in  

and p ronounced judgment on h im (see 2 Samuel 
1 2 : 1 - 1 4) .  

4 .  The ch i l d  born of David and Bathsheba's i l l ic i t  
act  d ied soon after bi rth (see 2 Samuel  1 2 : 1 5-23 ; 
JST, 2 Samue l  1 2 : 1 3) .  

5 .  A second son , Solomon , was born to David and 
Bathsheba (see 2 Samue l  1 2 :24-25) .  
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 301  student manual , 26- 1 th roug h  26-6. 

Re l ig ion 301 student manual , 26-7 th roug h  26- 1 6 ;  26-
23.  

Re l ig ion 301 -2 i nst ructor 's gu ide ,  Append ix A, 5-9 . 
1 C h ron ic les 22 :7- 1 0 ;  28 :2-6.  Why was David not 

a l lowed to bu i l d  the temple? 
1 C h ron ic les 22 : 1 -4;  28 : 1 1 - 1 9 ; 29 : 2-5. What d id  David 

do to p repare fo r bu i l d i ng  the temple? 
Numbe rs 1 : 5 1 . Why was Uzzah sm itten when he 

stead ied the ark? 

Re l ig ion  301 student manual , 26-1 7 through 26-22. 
James 1 :  1 4- 1 5 .  What causes men to commit such s ins 

as Dav id  committed? 
D&C 42 :22-23. What i s  the resu l t  of l ust? 
3 Neph i  1 2 : 27-30. What d i d  Jesus say we m ust do to 

avo id  l ust? 
Psalm 1 6 :9- 1 0 .  What p romise d id  Dav id  f ina l ly  receive? 
D&C 1 32 :38-39 . What d id  Joseph Smith learn about 

David ' s  pun ishment for his s i ns? 
MF ,  pp .  1 03-1 5 . What power do thoug hts have over 

actions? How can we control our  thoughts? 
M F, pp .  6 1 -65 . How serious is  the sin of ad u l tery? 
MF ,  p p .  346-52. Can forg iveness be obtained for 

adu ltery? 
TPJS ,  p. 1 88 .  How long must Dav id  wait for his sin to be 

set aside? 
TPJS ,  p .  339 . Did David ever have the fu l ness of the 

p riesthood? What wi l l  happen to his th rone and 
k ingdom and to the pr iesthood he received? 
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SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scr i ptu re content out l i ne .  Select those concepts that 

David, a Mighty King of Israel (Sections A-B) 
Discuss with you r c lass whether i t  is poss ib le  to 

negate a l ifet ime of good deeds with one or two acts of 
wickedness (see Ezek ie l  1 8 : 24 ) .  Such was David ' s  
condi t ion .  

Use the fol lowing scr iptu res to show how r ighteous 
Dav id was i n  h is ear ly l ife: 1 Samue l  1 7 ; 24 ;  26;  2 
Sam uel  5 : 1 7-25; 7 : 1 - 1 7 ;  9; Psalms 8 ;  1 3 ; 1 5 ; 23 ;  24.  Is it 
any wonder  that Dav id in h i s  youth was said to be "a 
man after [the Lord's]  own heart"? ( 1  Samuel  1 3 : 1 4) .  

Poin t  out that when David assumed the throne of 
I s rael ,  he cont i nued in God's  ways and the k ingdom 
prospered . D u ri ng  h i s  br i l l iant rei gn ,  David un ited the 

The Most Abominable Sins (Section C) 
Poin t  out that though David was r ighteous in  h is 

youth , he d id not maintai n h is  sp i r i tua l i ty .  Br ief ly refer to 
Dav id 's  s ins of ad u l tery and m u rder .  Use Alma 39:5 and 
statements from P res ident K imbal l ' s  book The Miracle 
of Forgiveness,  pages 6 1 -65 and 1 27-29 , to show the 
ser iousness of those s ins .  I n d icate that one reason 
Davi d 's  sin was so ser ious was that he destroyed 
another  man's home. Quote from Miracle of 
Forgiveness, pages 250-5 1 , to exp la in  and i l l u strate this 
concept. 

How Do We Prevent the Tragedy of Sin? (Section C) 
Poin t  out  that Dav id 's  fal l started when he a l lowed 

h i mself to dwe l l  on imp roper thoug hts.  Ask what David 
shou ld  have done the moment he was tempted .  What 
do Doctr ine and Covenants 1 : 3 1  and 1 Thessalonians 
5 :22 suggest? Note how David ' s  s in  was stead i ly 
compounded : Fi rst he looked ;  then he a l lowed evi l  
thoughts and l u st t o  dwe l l  i n  h i s  heart; then h e  arranged 
to commit the s i n ;  then he committed i t .  A modern 
examp le  of such events i s  g iven by President K imbal l  in 
Miracle of Forgiveness, pages 1 1 4- 1 5 .  Review James 
1 :  1 4- 1 5 and point out that y ie ld i ng  to enticement and 
l u st p roduces s i n ,  and the consequence of sin is  
sp i r i tual  death .  Teach the p rinC ip le  fou nd i n  1 
Cor inth ians 1 0 : 1 3 , and testify that we can control our  
own l u sts and the entic ing  c i rcumstances of  a 
compromis ing  s i tuat ion .  

Pres ident Davi d O .  McKay i l l u strated the way an 
i nd iv idua l  can rat ional ize h i s  s ins  unt i l  those s ins 
become very serious :  

"Many years ago a young man came to me whi le I 
was p res ident of the Eu ropean M iss ion and made a 
confession of a wrong and s infu l  act . He just if ied h i mself 
by say ing that he happened to be i n  a bookstore at the 
closing hour ,  and when the door was locked he y ie lded 
to temptation .  He  rather b lamed the circumstances for 
his fal l .  

"But  I sai d ,  ' I t  wasn ' t  the c i rcumstances ; i t  wasn't the 
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you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to your students. 

several tr i bes of I s rael under  one head , secu red for 
I s rael the und i sputed possession of Canaan , i nc lud ing  
the  c ity of  Jersualem,  and establ i shed the  k ingdom of 
I s rae l as a model  in wh ich the wi l l  of God was fol l owed 
in a l l  th ings .  For these reasons I s rael under Dav id was i n  
l ater t imes regarded a s  a type of that p romised golden 
age when Chr ist wou ld  reig n  i n  r ighteousness, Jesus 
Ch r ist ,  h imself the p romised Messiah,  was heralded as 
the Son of Dav id and the very K ing of k ings who wou ld  
s i t  on Dav id 's  th rone (see Matthew 2 1  : 9 ;  Revelat ions 
22 : 1 6) .  Despite al l  of his successes, David fel l  when he 
succumbed to tem ptat ion and then tr ied to hide his s ins .  

Dav id soug ht forg iveness al l the rest of  h is  l i fe, and at 
length he received a p romise from God that h i s  sou l 
wou l d  not stay in he l l  forever (see Psalm 1 6 : 1 0) .  David 
was eventua l l y  to be released from pun ishment for h is  
s ins ,  but he  had not  yet  been released at  the t ime of  the 
Savior 's mortal m in i st ry (see Acts 2 : 29-34) .  Quote 
Presi dent Joseph F .  Smith 's  statement about David 's  
pun ishment (see Gospel Doctrine, p .  434 ) .  Neither 
cou ld  David i n he rit exaltat ion (see D&C 1 32 :38-39) .  
Emphasize the g reat sorrow that comes from s in .  

locked door ,  nor the ent icement.  You had thought of 
that before you went to that bookstore. If you had never 
thought  of that act , there wou l d  have been no 
c i rcumstance strong enough to ent ice o r  to tempt you , a 
m iss ionary , to fal l .  The thought always p recedes the 
act. ' " ("C lean l i ness Is Next to God l i ness , "  Instructor, 
Mar .  1 965, p .  86 . )  

Point out that even after Dav id  fe l l  i n  adultery ,  he 
cou ld  have acknowledged his wrong and tru ly 
repented ,  but  he d id not. In  fact ,  h i s  attem pt to cover h is  
adu l te ry led h im to a worse s in-m u rder .  On ly after h is  
s in  was revealed to the p rophet Nathan d id  David 
acknowledge h is  w ickedness . That is often the way it is 
with s i n .  Un less we repent s peed i ly ,  s in  tends to mu l t ip ly 
i tse l f  as i t  d id  with David .  Read Doctri ne and Covenants 
1 0: 24-27 with the c lass .  Point out that that is  how Satan 
works . Read carefu l l y  with the c lass a second t ime the 
last sentence of Doctr ine  and Covenants 1 0 : 26 ,  and 
point out  that this i s  p rec ise ly what happens when we 
refuse to repent of s i n :  we eventua l ly  f ind ou rselves 
trapped in a snare of ou r  own maki n g .  

Bear test i mony o f  t h e  importance o f  avoid i ng  s i n  and 
of the need to repent q u ick ly ,  rather  than just p lann ing 
to repent, when s ins  have been committed (see Kimbal l ,  
Miracle of Forgiveness, p .  2 1 0) .  Assu re students that 
thoug h  there are ser ious consequences of s i n ,  those 
who do sin may obta in  forg i veness th roug h  true and 
comp lete repentance .  



2 SAMUEL 1 3-24 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. 2 Samuel 1 3. Two of David's Sons Committed 
Grievous Sins 
1 .  Amnon v io lated h is half-s ister ,  Tamar (see 2 

Samue l  1 3 : 1 -2 1 ) .  
2 .  Absalom ,  Tamar's brother ,  hated Amnon for h i s  

w icked deed and two years later had h i m  ki l led 
(see 2 Samue l  1 3 :22-29) .  

3 .  Dav id learned that Absalom had k i l led Amnon 
(see 2 Samue l  1 3 :30-36) .  

4 .  Absalom f led to  Geshu r  and remained there for 
th ree years (see 2 Samuel 1 3 :37-39 ) .  

B. 2 Samuel 1 4. Absalom Returned from Geshur 
and Eventually Made Peace with His Father, 
David 
1 .  Through  a stratagem,  Joab made it poss ib le  for 

Absalom to return  to Jerusalem (see 2 Samuel 
1 4 : 1 -24) .  

2 .  After two years i n  Jerusalem without see ing h is  
father ,  Absalom coerced Joab to use h is  
i nf luence to br ing h im  i nto Dav id 's  p resence (see 
2 Samue l  1 4 : 25-33) .  

C. 2 Samuel 1 5 : 1 -1 8 :5. Absalom Fomented a 
Revolution against His Father 
1 .  Absalom won the sympath ies of many of I s rael ' s  

men th roug h  f lattery and by p romis ing to rectify 
socia l  in just ices (see 2 Samuel 1 5 : 1 -6) .  

2 .  Under cover of  d i scharg ing  a vow to the Lord , 
Absalom gathered h is  fol l owers at Hebron and 
commenced a revolt  (see 2 Sam uel  1 5 : 7- 1 2) .  

3 .  Caught unp repared , Dav id  and most  of  h is  
fo l l owers f led Jerusa lem (see 2 Samuel  1 5 : 1 3-
23) .  

4 .  After leav ing the c i ty ,  Dav id i nstructed the 
pr iests , Zadok and Abiathar ,  to retu rn with the 
ark to Jerusalem (see 2 Samuel 1 5 : 24-30) .  

5 .  Dav id  sent the loyal H ushai  back to Jerusalem to 
outwit the c lever Ahi thophel  and to organ ize a 
spy r ing (see 2 Samue l  1 5 : 3 1 -37) . 

6. Dav id  was a ided i n  h i s  f l ight  by Z iba and cu rsed 
by Sh ime i  (see 2 Samue l  1 6 : 1 - 1 4) .  

7 .  Absalom entered Jerusalem, yie lded to  the  
advice of Ahi thophe l ,  and v io lated David 's  
concub ines (see 2 Samue l  1 6 : 1 5-23) .  

8 .  Absa lom rejected Ahithophel ' s  d i rect ion to str i ke 
q u ickly ,  choos ing to fol low H ushai 's  counsel  to 
g ather  add it ional  forces ; David was i nformed 
and c rossed over the Jord an (see 2 Samuel 
1 7 : 1 -23) . 

9. The armies of Dav id  and Absalom prepared for 
war (see 2 Samue l  1 7 :24- 1 8 :5 ) .  

D. 2 Samuel 1 8 :6-1 9 :43. Absalom's Army Was 
Defeated, Absalom Was Kil led, and David Was 
Reinstated As King of Israel at Jerusalem 
1 .  David ' s  forces p revai led , and Absalom was 

ki l led  by Joab (see 2 Samuel 1 8 : 6- 1 7 ) .  

2 7  

SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 301  student manua l ,  27-1  th roug h  27-4. 
D&C 63: 1 6. How do we know for su re that Amnon had 

l ost  the Sp i r i t  of the Lord? 
Romans 2 : 2 1 -23.  What i s  one poss ib le  reason why 

Dav id  had d ifficu lty teach ing  moral ity to his ch i l d ren? 
James 1 : 1 4- 1 5 .  What causes s in? 

Rel ig ion 301 stu dent man ua l , 27-5 through 27-9. 

Re l ig ion  301 student man ual , 27- 1 0 th rough 27- 1 6 .  
Proverbs 20 : 1 9 . Opposit ion to what p ractice wou ld  have 

saved David ' s  s ubjects much sorrow and loss? (see 
Jacob 7 :4 ;  Mosiah 1 1  : 1 -7) . 

2 Samue l  1 2 : 9- 1 2 .  What d i d  Nathan p rophesy about 
David?  

TPJS ,  p .  1 37 .  F lattery i s  a dead ly  poison . 

Re l ig ion 301  student manual , 27- 1 6 th rough 27- 1 9 .  
1 K i n g s  2 :8-9 .  W h y  does i t  seem l i kely that Dav id 's  

spar ing of Sh ime i  was motivated by pol i t ical 
exped iency rather  than by mag nanimi ty (see 2 
Samue l  1 6 :6 - 1 3 ;  1 9 : 1 6-23) . 
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2. David wept profuse ly u pon learn i ng of Absalom's 
death (see 2 Samue l  1 8 : 1 8-33). 

3 .  Joab rebu ked David for his thankless d isregard 
of those who had jeopard ized their l ives in h is  
behal f  (see 2 Samue l  1 9 : 1 -8). 

4. David p lacated Judah ,  dealt fair ly with Sh imei 
and Meph ibosheth , b lessed the loyal Barzi l l ai ,  
and returned t o  Jerusalem (see 2 Samuel  1 9 :9-
43). 

E. 2 Samuel 20-24. In  the Closing Years of His 
Reign, David Faced Grave Problems 
1 .  Sheba led a rebe l l ion against David that ended 

when Sheba was ki l l ed (see 2 Samue l  20). 
2. In the m idst of a fam ine ,  David gave the 

Gibeon ites seven of Sau l ' s  sons to execute, 
bel i ev ing his offer ing wou ld  p lacate the Lord (see 
2 Samue l  2 1 : 1 - 1 4). 

3. The I srae l ites cont i nued to fight the Ph i l i st ines 
(see 2 Samue l  2 1  : 1 5-22 ) .  

4 .  David praised the Lord i n  psalm (see 2 Samuel  
22 : 1 -23:7).  

5. David named his m ighty men and enumerated 
their hero ic  deeds (see 2 Samue l  23:8-39). 

6. As pun i shment for his s i n  in numbering the 
peop le ,  David chose to have seventy thousand 
I srael ites die rather than accept the responsibi l ity 
h imsel f  (see 2 Samue l  24). 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENT A nON 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scri pture content out l i ne. Se lect those concepts that 

The Punishment and Suffering of David (Sections 
A-E) 

Draw from the students the fact that in his early years 
David  had great faith and sp ir i tual i ty and was "a man 
after [the Lord 's] own heart" (1 Samue l  1 3 : 1 4). He was 
cal led of God to lead Israel ; he he ld  the priesthood (see 
Joseph Smith , Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith , 
p .  339) ;  he had great strength ,  honor,  and wealth as one 
of the most mighty leaders in Israe l (see Bruce R. 
McConk ie ,  The Promised Messiah, p .  1 89) .  Desp ite a l l  
h i s  ach ievements, he  committed adu ltery and murder 
and thus fe l l  from h is  glorious posit ion . H i s  l i fe was one 
of hardsh ip  and grief, and he was cast i nto hel l  to pay 
for h i s  s i ns  (see Smith ,  Teachings, p. 339) .  

Poi nt out that a l l  the troubles that befe l l  David from 
the t ime he murdered Uriah were a resu l t  of h i s  turn i ng 
from a l i fe of righteousness to a l i fe of wicked ness.  Refer 
to Deuteronomy 28:  1 5-20 and show that David was a 
fu l f i l l ment of th i s  prophecy. Note also that accord ing to 
the law of Moses,  David shou ld  have been put to death 
for both the s i n  of ad u l tery (see Levi t icus 20: 1 0) and the 
s i n  of murder ( N u mbers 35 :31 ) .  Refer to Joseph Smith 
Trans lat ion , 2 Samue l  1 2 : 1 3 , for the correct 
understand i ng of that passage. David was not executed 
on ly  because he was ki ng. 

In 2 Samue l  1 3-24 are recorded several traged ies 
that took p lace i n  David ' s  l i fe as a resu l t  of h i s  own 
wickedness. Review the prophecies of Nathan 
recorded in 2 Samue l  1 2 : 1 0- 1 2 and their fu l f i l lments . 

1 .  Amnon raped Tamar (see 2 Samuel  1 3). 
2. Absalom k i l led Amnon (see 2 Samuel  1 3) .  
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Boyd K. Packer, in C R ,  Apr. 1 963,  p. 1 08. The Lord cries 
for h is ch i l dren as did David for Absalom. 

Rel igion 301  student  manual , 27-20 through 27-28. 
Re l igion 301 -2 i nstructor's gu ide ,  Append ix  A, 1 0- 1 5 .  
Deuteronomy 24: 1 6. What l aw d i d  David break when  he 

gave seven of Sau l ' s  sons to the Gibeonites to be 
hanged? 

Exod us  1 8 : 2 1 . What character traits shou ld  ru lers of 
men possess? (see 2 Samue l  23 :3). 

1 Chron ic les 2 1  : 1 -7. Who moved David to take a census 
of I srael?  Why was the census a serious s in? 

Genes is 22 :2 ;  2 Chron ic les 3 : 1 .  What was signifi cant 
about the locat ion where David offered sacrif ice to 
stop the pesti lence that ki l l ed seventy thousand men 
of Israel?  (see 2 Samue l  24:25). 

you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to your students. 

3 .  Absalom rebe l l ed against Dav id (see 2 Samuel 1 5-
1 8) .  

4 .  Sheba rebe l l ed agai nst Dav id (see 2 Samue l  20). 
5. Absalom def i led ten of David ' s  wives (see 2 Samuel  

1 6) .  

David ' s  s i n s  affected h i s  abi l i ty t o  d i scip l i ne  h i s  own 
fam i ly  and to ad m in i ster h i s  k ingdom. Emphasize to 
students that s i n  a lways weakens and ens laves those 
who engage in it. Poi nt out that Jesus  taught that the 
truth makes men free and that "whosoever committeth 
sin is the servant of s i n" (John 8 :34). 

Read the fo l l owing statement by E lder R ichard L. 
Evans :  "Dr. Frank Crane sai d :  'Nature keeps books 
pit i l ess ly. Your cred it with her i s  good , but she 
co l lects . . . .  She never forgets; she sees to i t  that you 
pay her every cent you owe , with in terest. . . .  Every 
generat ion a new crop of foo ls  comes on. They th ink  
they can beat the orderly un iverse. They conceive 
themselves to be more c lever than the eternal laws . 
They s natch goods from Nature's  store and run . . . . And 
one by one they al l  come back to Nature 's counter and 
pay-pay i n  tears , i n  agony, i n  despair; pay as foo ls  
before them have paid. ' (Four M i n ute Essays : Pay , Pay , 
Pay! )" (In Conference Report , Oct. 1 969, p. 67. ) 

Though students must understand  the serious 
consequences of s in ,  do not l eave them fee l i ng that 
there is no hope when they s in .  End the l esson with an 
emphasis on  the c leans ing power of repentance and on 
the Lord 's  mercy i n  provid i ng a means of escap i ng from 
the bondage of s i n  (see 2 Neph i  9 : 1 0 ;  Ezekie l  1 8 :20-23 , 
30-32 ; Mos iah 26:29-30;  D&C 1 :3 1 -32; 58:42-43). 



PSALMS 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

Because each psal m is a separate entity and because 
there are so many of them,  a complete content out l ine of 
the book of Psalms is not practical here. I nstead , some 

A. Psalms 2, 22, 91 , 1 1 0, 1 1 8. Some Psalms Are 
Messianic 
1 .  Ch r ist ,  the Messiah , is God 's  Only Begotten in 

the f lesh (see Psal m  2 ) .  
2 .  When  Christ was cruci fi ed ,  t he  sold ie rs p ierced 

his hands and feet and gambled for h is robe; he 
felt forsaken by the Father (see Psa lm 22) . 

3. D u ri n g  h i s  earth ly  m i n istry ,  Ch rist enjoyed the fu l l  
p rotect ion and safety of h i s  Father 's power (see 
Psalm 9 1 ) .  

4 .  Chr ist ,  " a  p ri est forever after the order of 
Me lch izedek" (Psalm 1 1 0 :4 ) ,  sha l l  ru le and 
judge in r ighteousness (see Psal m 1 1 0) .  

5 .  Ch r ist ,  rejected ancient ly b y  the house of I s rael , 
i s  the ch ief cornerstone i n  the k ingdom of God 
(see Psal m 1 1 8) .  

B. Psalms 78, 1 05-6. Some Psalms Are H istorical 
1 .  I s rael is remi nded of the i r  ob l igat ion to i nstruct 

the i r  c h i l d ren in the ways of t ruth , and they are 
to ld  why (see Psalm 78 :  1 -8 ) .  

2 .  Certain do ings of  the Lord and the  ch i l d ren of 
I s rael d u ri ng  thei r sojourn in the wi lderness are 
cal led to m ind (see Psa lm 78 :9-72) . 

3. I s rael is rem inded that they are a covenant 
peop le  and that God kept the covenant in every 
way d u r i ng  I s rae l ' s  ear ly h istory (see Psal m 
1 05: 1 -22 ) .  

4 .  I n  Egypt and d u r i ng  I s rae l ' s  wanderi ngs ,  God 
once again mani fested his i ntent ion to be true to 
his covenant (see Psalm 1 05 :23-45) .  

5 .  I srael repeated ly p rovoked the Lord with deeds 
of wicked ness ,  but  God was mercifu l sti l l  (see 
Psalm 1 06 ) .  

C. Psalms 8, 24, 1 00, 1 21 , 1 45-1 50. Most Psalms Are 
Hymns of Praise and Thanks unto the Lord 
1 .  Psa lm 8 p raises God for h i s  c reat ions and the 

nob le  posit ion he has g iven to mank ind .  
2 .  Psalm 24 i s  a hymn of  p raise i n  honor  o f  God as  

the C reator and as  K ing of  g lory. 
3 .  Psalm 1 00 reminds us  that God i s  good and 

worthy and deserv ing of al l  p raise. 
4 .  Psalm 1 2 1 dec lares that God i s  the sou rce of ou r  

strength ,  a he lp  i n  a l l  we  do and  wherever we go .  
5 .  Psa lms 1 45-50 exto l t he  g reatness and  the 

majesty of God .  

D. Psal ms 7, 31 , 38,  51 , 69.  Some Psalms Are 
Pleadings for Forgiveness and Relief from 
Afflictions 
1 .  I n  Psalm 7 David p rayed for defense agai nst 

those that persecuted h i m .  

28 

SUPPLEMENTARY STUOY SOURCES 

of the major themes of the book of Psal ms and several 
representative psalms have been analyzed .  

Re l ig ion 301  student manual , 28-7  th roug h  28-9. 
John 3 : 1 6- 1 7 .  Why did God the Father send h is  Only 

Begotten Son i nto the world? 
John 1 9 : 22-24 . How do these verses fu lf i l l  Psalm 22: 1 6-

1 8? (see JC ,  p. 656) . 
Matthew 27 :35 ,  43 ,  46 .  What i nc idents i n  Jesus'  l ife 

were p rophesied in Psal m 22: 1 ,  8, 1 6- 1 8? 
Matthew 27 :34 .  How was Psalm 69: 2 1  fu l fi l led? 
Hebrews 5 :5-6;  6 :20 .  Who appoi nted Chr ist as a h igh 

p riest after the order  of Me lch izedek? (see a lso Psal m 
1 1 0 :4 ) .  

Hebrews 7 : 1 9-28 .  What makes Ch rist the  g reat H igh  
Pr iest? 

Jacob 4: 1 4- 1 6 .  What interpretat ion d id  Jacob g ive of 
Psalm 1 1 8 : 22? (see also Acts 4 : 1 2 ,  Matthew 21 :42 ,  
Lu ke 20 :9- 1 8 ) .  

Re l ig ion 301  student manual , 28-2 th rough 28-3; 28-5. 
Deuteronomy 6 :4-25 . What th ings did Moses remind 

anc ient  I s rael of? 
Deuteronomy 7 : 6-9 .  Accord ing  to Moses, how d id  God 

deal with h i s  covenant ch i l d ren? 
1 Nephi  1 7 : 23-42 .  What h i stor ical events d id  Neph i  

remi n d  h is  peop le of? What lessons d id  he d raw from 
them? 

Spencer W. K imbal l ,  i n  CR ,  Sept .lOct. 1 978,  pp .  4-5 . 
What is the val ue  of p reserving  accounts of events i n  
t h e  past? 

OS, 2 : 1 97-98. In what ways does h istory and its study 
aid c iv i l izat ion? 

Re l ig ion  301  student manual , 28-4; 28-6.  
Mosiah 2 :20-2 1 . How much p raise does the Lord 

deserve from us? 
D&C 1 36 :28 .  In what ways m ight the Saints praise God? 
D&C 78 :  1 9 . How does the Lord respond to ou r 

expressions of p ra ise and thanksg iv ing? 
MF ,  p p .  1 6- 1 7 .  What i s  the proper t ime to g ive 

expression to the mus ic  that is i n  us? 
DBY, p .  1 8 . How d id  B ri gham Young descr ibe the Lord? 
TPJS ,  p. 55 .  What att r ibutes does God possess that 

enable h im to b less ou r  l i ves? 
Bruce R .  McConkie ,  i n  CR, Oct. 1 967 ,  pp .  1 66-69. What 

i s  t rue worsh ip  and why do men engage i n  it? 

1 Neph i  22: 1 7 . Whom w i l l  the Lord p reserve and 
p rotect? 

1 John 1 : 9 .  What m u st p recede forgiveness? 
3 Neph i  9 : 1 9-20. When the Savior v is i ted the Neph ites , 

what specia l  offer ing d i d  he ask from the people 
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2 .  I n  Psa lm 3 1  Dav id  expressed confidence in God 
and p leaded for de l iverance from enemies .  

3 .  Dav id sorrowed because of h is s ins  and begged 
the Lord not to forsake h i m  (see Psa lm 38) .  

4 .  David p leaded for d iv ine forgiveness and mercy 
and g ave to God a b roken heart and a contrite 
sp i ri t  (see Psalm 5 1 ) .  

5 .  I n  Psalm 6 9  Dav id  soug ht re l i ef from aff l ict ions 
and asked for j udgments u pon h is  enemies .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing  in the 
scr iptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

A Closer Look at the Psalms (Sections A-D) 
The psalms  can be c lassif ied in several ways . Write 

on  the board the fou r categor ies g iven in the scr iptu re 
content out l i ne ,  and read as examp les some excerpts 
from each category .  

Messianic psalms. I n  add it ion to the psalms c ited in  
the content out l i ne ,  the fol l owing cou ld  be used : Psalms 
31  :5 ;  34 :20 ;  41  :9 ;  68: 1 8 ; 69:9 ,  20-2 1 . I nd icate that some 
psalms  speak in general about the Savior and h is  
g reatness ;  othe rs conta i n  p rophecies of  specif ic events 
in h i s  l ife .  Com pare and have students c ross-reference 
some of the prophet ic passages in  Psalms  with the 
record in the New Testament of the i r fu l f i l l ments (see 
Re l ig ion 301 student m anua l ,  28-7 ; 28-9) .  

Historical psalms. Poin t  out  verses of  i nterest and 
he lp  to you r students. Show students that the three 
psal ms  l i sted i n  the scr i ptu re content out l ine are an 
excel l ent summary of I s rael ' s  h i story from the t ime of 
Abraham to the  re igns of the k ings of I s rael . 

Psalms that are hymns of praise. Ask students what 
ro le mus ic  p lays i n  thei r l ives. Ask how they d etermine i f  
mus ic  i s  g ood or  bad . D iscuss how a hymn sung i n  
chu rc h  d iffers from a popu lar  song .  Point o u t  that some 
mus ic  soothes and ed if ies the m ind ,  some mus ic 
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instead of the i r  b lood sacrif ices? 
MF,  pp. 340-43.  What hope i s  there for those who have 

s inned g rievously? 
MF,  pp.  1 53 ,  1 59 .  What proves true sorrow for s in? What 

he lps to i nd uce a broken heart and a contr ite sp i rit? 

you feel w i l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r  students. 

st imu lates esthet ic fee l i ngs ,  and some music excites 
and st i rs pass ions and emot ion .  The psalms are poet ic 
expressions from the heart that were set i n  ancient t imes 
to music .  Refer students to Doctr ine and Covenants 
25 : 1 2  and ask what the Lord says about a song of the 
heart .  Ask the c lass to pay c lose attent ion to the words 
as they s i ng  a hym n ,  such as " More Ho l iness Give Me" 
(Hymns, no.  1 1 4) ,  "Sweet I s  the Work" (Hymns, no.  
1 68) ,  o r  "How Gent le God 's  Commands" (Hymns, no. 
67) .  I nvite comments on  how c lass members feel when 
the s i ng ing  i s  ended . D iscuss the i m portance of seeking 
to feel the sp i r i t  of hymns and of th inking about the 
message of the words when they sing them. Review 
Psalm s  23 and 24 as examples of psalms that are sti l l  
sung today. U s e  E lder  Boyd K .  Packer's tal k  i n  
Conference Report , October 1 973, pages 2 1 -25, to 
teach of the i nf luence mus ic  can have , either posit ive or  
negative. 

Psalms that are pleadings for forg iveness. I f  you d id  
not use these psalms when you  taught the lesson on  
Dav id  and  h i s  fal l ,  br ief ly review them to  i l l ustrate how 
one suffers , as d i d  David ,  when he b reaks God's eternal 
l aws. 



1 KINGS 1 - 1 1 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. 1 Kings 1 -2. Solomon Became Israel's Third King 
1 .  Adoni jah attempted to become king of I s rael 

(see 1 K ings  1 : 1 - 1 0) .  
2 .  With encou ragement from Bathsheba and 

Nathan,  David appointed Solomon king (see 1 
K ings 1 : 1 0-40) .  

3 .  To save h i s  l i fe ,  Adoni jah submi tted to Solomon 's 
ru le  (see 1 K ings 1 :4 1 -53) .  

4 .  Before h i s  death ,  Dav id  charged Solomon to 
keep the command ments and instructed h im 
about Joab , Barzi l la i , and Sh imei (see 1 K ings  
2 :  1 - 1 1 ) . 

5 .  Adon i jah was s la in  for imp ly ing c la im to the 
th rone by seeking  to marry one of David ' s  wives 
(see 1 K ings  2 :  1 3-25) .  

6 .  Solomon ad m in i stered just ice to Abiathar, Joab, 
and Sh ime i  accord i ng  to the law of Moses (see 1 
K ings 2 : 26-46) .  

B. 1 Kings 3-4 ; 9 : 1 0-28 ; 1 0. Solomon Reigned in 
Splendor 
1 .  Solomon entered a pol i t ical  marriage with the 

pharaoh 's  daughter (see 1 K ings 3: 1 ;  JST, 1 
K ings  3 : 1 ) . 

2 .  Solomon and h i s  people offered sacrif ices i n  
h i gh  p laces because there was no temple (see 1 
K ings 3 :2-4 ; JST, 1 K ings 3 :2-4) .  

3 .  The Lord appeared to  Solomon i n  a d ream and 
b lessed him with g reat wisdom (see 1 Kings 3 5-
1 5 ; 4 29-34 ; JST, 1 K ings 3 :5-9 , 1 2 , 1 4) 

4 .  Solomon d isp layed g reat wisdom i n  sett l i ng  a 
d i spute between two women (see 1 K ings 3: 1 6-
28) .  

5 .  Solomon organ ized the government to  support 
h i s  des i res and maintain control of the k ingdom 
(see 1 K ings 4 :  1 -28) . 

6. Solomon g ave ci t ies to H i ram of Tyre ; he a lso 
fort i f ied the land and estab l ished a navy (see 1 
K ings 9 :  1 0-28) .  

7 .  The q ueen of Sheba v isited Solomon (see 1 
K ings  1 0 : 1 - 1 0) .  

8 .  Solomon's wealth and wisdom were vast (see 1 
K ings  1 0 : 1 1 -29) . 

c. 1 Kings 5 :1 -9 :9.  Solomon Bui lt a Magnificent 
Temple to the Lord 
1 .  Solomon made a leag ue with H i ram of Tyre and 

conscr i pted men to bu i l d  the temple (see 1 
K ings 5 ) .  

2 .  Solomon bu i l t t he  temp le  and a palace (see 1 
K ings 6-7 ) .  

3 .  Solomon p laced the a rk  o f  the  covenant i n  the 
Holy of Ho l ies and ded icated the temple (see 1 
K ings 8 ) .  

4 .  The  Lord ap peared a second t ime to  Solomon to 
accept the temp le  and g ive h i m  condit ional 
b less ings (see 1 Kings 9 : 1 -9) . 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 302 student manua l ,  1 -2 th rough 1 - 1 3 . 
Re l ig ion 301 -2 i nstructor 's gu ide ,  Appendix A, 1 5- 1 8 .  

Re l ig ion  302 student manual , 1 - 1 4  th roug h  1 -2 1 ; 1 -39 
th rough  1 -43.  

Re l ig ion 301 -2 i nst ructor 's  g u ide ,  Append ix A,  1 9-20,  
30 .  

Jacob 2 : 1 7- 1 9 .  Accord i ng  to Jacob 's  teach ings ,  under  
what c i rcumstances may the Lord b less people with 
wealth? 

D&C 6 :7 .  I f  we p roper ly seek wisdom above r iches,  
what can be u nfolded to us  to make us r ich? 

OS,  2 : 36 .  How can we be "bathed i n  a fu l ness of truth"? 
TPJS ,  p .  1 9 1 .  What i s  the best way to obtain wisdom? 
DBY, pp .  3 1 5- 1 6 .  What are some of the dangers of 

wealth? 
DBY, p .  261 . What i s  more profitable than gold and 

s i lver and other r iches of the earth? 

Re l ig ion 302 student manua l ,  1 -22 th roug h  1 -38 .  
Re l i g ion 301 -2 i nstructor 's  g u i de ,  Append ix  A, 2 1 -29.  
1 Ch ron ic les 22 :7- 1 0 .  Why d idn 't David bu i l d  the 

temp le ,  s ince he had wanted to? 
1 C h ron ic les 28 :  1 2 , 1 9 . Where d id David get the pattern 

for the temple? 
2 Ch ron ic les 7 : 1 . What mi rac le  d id  the peop le witness at 

the ded icat ion of the temple? 
D&C 1 24 :37-39. Why d id  the Lord command Solomon 

"to bu i l d  a house in the land of promise"? (v.  38) .  
DBY,  p .  393. Were endowments to be performed in  

Solomon 's  temp le? 
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D. 1 Kings 1 1 .  Solomon Displeased the Lord and 
Caused the Downfal l  of His Own Kingdom 
1 .  Solomon loved fore ign  wome n ,  who turned h i s  

heart to  othe r  gods (see 1 K i ngs  1 1 : 1 -8 ;  JST, 1 
K ings 1 1 4 , 6 ) .  

2 .  The Lord was angry w i th  Solomon and to ld h im 
h i s  k i ngdom wou ld  be ren t  (see 1 K ings 1 1 9-1 3 ) .  

3 .  Hadad , Rezon ,  and Jeroboam were st i rred up as 
adversar ies to Solomon (see 1 K ings 1 1 :  1 4-27) .  

4 .  The prophet Ah i jah prophes ied the d iv is ion of 
I s rael (see 1 K ings 1 1  :28-43; JST, 1 K ings 1 1  :33-
35, 38-39) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scr ipture content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

The Rise and Fal l  of Solomon (Sections A-D) 
Solomon began h i s  reig n  ve ry humbly and was 

g reat ly  b lessed by the Lord . In h i s  p rosperity, however ,  

His Rise 
1 K ings  1 : 28-40; 2: 1 -4 ,  1 2 ; 1 Ch ron ic les 29 :20-25 . David 

gave Solomon the t h rone and wisely counse led h im .  
1 K i ngs  3 : 5- 1 4 .  The  Lord appeared to  Solomon and 

His Prosperity 
1 K ings 3 : 1 6-28 4 :29-34 ; 1 0 : 1 -7 , 23-24 . Solomon was 

wiser than a l l  other men . 
1 K ings 7 1 - 1 2 ; 4 :26-28 ;  9 :26-28 ;  1 0 : 1 0-29 . Solomon 

had g reat wealt h .  

H i s  Fal l  
1 K ings 4 : 7-23 ; 9 : 20-22 .  Solomon 's p rosper ity resu l ted 

from b u rden i ng  others .  
1 K ings 1 1 :  1 - 1 0 . So lomon d i s regarded i m portant 

commandments by marryi ng out of the covenant and 

Solomon's Temple (Section C) 
Discuss the construct ion and pu rpose of Solomon 's 

tem p le .  Se lect s i gn i f icant statements f rom the 
ded icatory p rayer to teach the i m po rtance of stay ing 

Solomon As King of  Israel (Sections B,  D) 
Th rough Samue l ,  the Lord denounced I s rae l ' s  

req uest for a k ing , but he  a l l owed them the i r  agency 
when they rejected h im  as the i r  k ing (see 1 Samuel  8 : 6-
22) . M oses had p rophesied that k ings wou ld  reig n  over 

Moses' Guide l ines for a King 

The Lord was to choose the king (see Deuteronomy 
1 7 : 1 5) .  

The k i n g  was t o  re ly u pon  t h e  Lord a n d  not sole ly u pon 
his own m i l i tary strength (see Deuteronomy 1 7 : 1 6) .  

The  k ing was no t  to  seek  many wives and  g reat r iches 
(see Deuteronomy 1 7 : 1 7) .  

The k ing was t o  l ive a n d  ru le  b y  the l aw o f  the scr iptures 
(see Deuteronomy 1 7 : 1 8- 1 9 ) .  

The  k ing was no t  to cons ide r  h i mself  above h i s  su bjects 
(see Deuteronomy 1 7 :20) .  
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Re l ig ion 302 student manua l , 1 -44 th rough 1 -50. 
Exodus 34 : 1 1 - 1 6 . How did Solomon 's  act ions show the 

wisdom of the Lord ' s  command to the ch i l d ren of 
I s rael  to destroy the i n habitants of Canaan rather  than 
enter i ng i nto covenants with them? 

Deuteronomy 7 : 1 -4 .  What cou nse l  did the Lord g ive 
I s rael about marr iag e? (see a lso Joshua 23 : 1 1 - 1 3) .  

D&C 8 2 : 3 .  W i l l  more be  req u i red o f  someone who has 
ente red i nto covenants with the Lord than of someone 
who has n ot? (see also 2 Nephi 9 :27 ) .  

D&C 1 32 :38 .  I n  what way d i d  Solomon s i n  when  he 
marr ied many wives? (see a lso Joseph Fie ld i ng  
Sm i th ,  Answers to Gospel Questions, 4 :2 1 4) .  

He laman 1 2 : 1 -8 .  What is  the tendency of people when 
they are g reat ly  b lessed by the Lord? (see also 2 
Neph i  9 :28-30; Deuteronomy 8: 1 0- 1 4) 

you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r  students .  

he d id not heed the Lord s counse l  (see 1 K ings 9 : 1 -9) . 
Th is fai l u re led  to h i s  downfa l l .  D i scuss Solomon 's  
r i se ,  p rosper i ty ,  and fa l l .  

gave h im  wisdom , r iches ,  a n d  honor ;  t h e  Lord 
promised Solomon length of days i f  he wou ld  keep 
his command ments .  

1 K ings 6 :  1 -38 ;  7 :  1 3-9 :3 .  Solomon was pr iv i leged to 
bu i l d  a magn if icent tem p le  to the Lord . 

1 K ings  4 : 2 1 , 24-25; 9 : 1 5-23 .  Solomon enjoyed g reat 
peace , and he expanded and fo rt i f ied h is  emp i re .  

t u rn i n g  to fa lse gods .  
1 K ings  1 1  : 1 4-26. Adversar ies were st i r red u p  ag ai nst 

So lomon . 
1 K i ngs  1 1 :  1 1 - 1 3 ; 29-33 . The ren d i ng of Solomon 's  

k ingdom was prophesied .  

c lose to t he  Lo rd . D iscuss t he  value  o f  temples i n  a l l  
ages of  the wor ld and the b less i ngs that can come to  
Sai nts who are w i l l i ng  to  sac r i f ice to bu i l d  tem ples and 
remai n worthy to  part i c i pate i n  the temp le  ord i nances.  

I s rae l in the promised land and he had g iven some 
gu ide l i nes so that any k ing of I s rael cou ld  reign  
r ig hteous ly .  Com pare events of Solomon 's re ign  with 
the g u i de l i nes Moses gave.  

Solomon's Reign 

Solomon was chosen by God (see 1 Chron ic les 
22 :7- 1 0) 

Solomon made a l l iances with heathen nat ions and bu i l t 
massive fort i f icat ions and armies (see JST, 1 K ings  3 1 ' 
1 K ings 4 :26;  9 1 5-22 ; 1 1 26) . 

Solomon exceeded a l l  k ings I n  r iches and marr ied many 
wives (see 1 Kings 1 0 1 4- 1 1 3) 

Solomon ' S  wives tu rned his heart to othe r  gods (see 1 
K ings 1 1 4-8) . 

Solomon p laced heavy bu rdens upon h i s  su bjects to 
support h i s  ext ravag ance (see 1 K ings 4 :7 .  26-28: 
1 2 : 1 4) .  



PROVERBS, ECCLESIASTES 

Since the book of Proverbs deals with a mu lt i tude of 
top ics ,  a complete out l i ne  of the book is not p ract ical  
here .  Several major themes from the book are out l i ned 
below, however .  No s u p p l ementary mate r ia l  i s  g iven 
because of the wealth of i nformation found in the book 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Proverbs 1 :5, 7; 2 : 1 -9 ;  9 : 1 0 ;  1 2 :15. It Is I mportant 
to Obtain Wisdom from God 
1 .  God wi l l  reward those who earnest ly seek 

knowledge (see P rove rbs 2: 1 -9 ) .  

B. Proverbs 1 0 :3, 27-32; 1 2 :28 ; 15 :8-9 ; 1 9 : 1 6. The 
Lord Wi l l  Reward the Righteous and Pun ish the 
Wicked 
1 .  The sou l s  of the r ig hteous w i l l  not fam ish (see 

P roverbs 1 0 : 3 ) .  
2 .  T h e  resu l ts o f  r ig hteousness a r e  cont rasted with 

C. Proverbs 1 1  : 1 3 ;  1 2 :22;  15:23;  1 6 :23-24, 28; 1 7 :28 ; 
1 9 :5, 9 ;  21 :23; 22:1 0 ;  29 :1 1 .  An Individual's 
Speech Should Be Truthfu l,  Timely, and 
Temperate 
1 .  R i ghteous people keep conf idences (see 

P rove rbs 1 1 :  1 3) 
2 .  The Lord abhors ly ing and d e l i g hts in truth (see 

Prove rbs 1 2 : 2 2 ) .  
3 .  A wel l -chosen utterance is  benef ic ia l  (see 

P roverbs 1 5 : 2 3 ) .  
4 .  P leasant wo rd s a re sweet t o  the sou l (see 

Prove rbs 1 6 : 23-24 ) .  

D. Proverbs 1 0 : 1 ; 17:25;  1 9 : 1 4, 1 8 ;  22 : 6 ;  23 : 1 3-1 4 ;  
29 : 1 5 ;  31 : 1 0-31 . Axioms a n d  Suggestions for 
Enhancing Fam i ly Relationships Are Given 
1 .  A wise son makes h i s  parents happy (see 

Prove rbs 1 0 : 1 ; 1 7 :25) .  
2 .  C h i l d ren taught  proper  p recepts w i l l  not  depart 

from those convict ions (see Prove rbs 22 :6) .  

E. Proverbs 1 0 :4-5 ;  1 9 : 1 5 ;  20:4 .  Di l igent Labor Is  
Wholesome and Rewarding 
1 .  Wise people work d i l igent ly and serve faithfu l l y  

( s e e  Prove rbs 1 0 : 4-5) . 

F. Proverbs 1 4 : 29 ;  1 5 : 1 8 ;  1 6 :32. Unjustified Anger Is 
a Serious Character Deficiency 
1 .  Wise people are s low to anger  (see P rove rbs 

1 4 : 2 9 ) .  

G. Proverbs 1 1  : 24-25 ;  22 : 1 -2 ;  30 :8-9. Sage Advice I s  
Given f o r  Those W h o  Pursue Riches 
1 .  Those who are wise and l i beral  wi l l  p rosper (see 

Prove rbs 1 1  : 24-25) . 

H. Ecclesiastes 1 : 1 -1 1 .  The Preacher Spoke of What 
He Felt Were Problems of H u man Experience 
1 .  He felt  that l ife was f u l l  of van ity (see Eccles iastes 

1 : 1 -2) . 
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o f  Proverbs i tself .  Supp lementary sou rces f o r  u s e  with 
the book of Eccles i astes are g iven in the suggest ions 
for p resentat ion .  Chapter 2 of the Re l ig ion  302 student 
manual  contai ns mater ia ls  re lat ing to both books.  

2 .  Fear of ,  o r  reverence fo r ,  the Lord is  the 
beg i n n i n g  of wisdom (see Proverbs 1 : 7 , 9 : 1 0) .  

3 .  Wise men l i sten t o  counsel  (see Proverbs 1 5 : 
1 2 : 1 5) .  

t h e  resu lts o f  u n r ig hteou sness (see Proverbs 
1 0 : 27-32 ; 1 9 : 1 6) .  

3 .  R ig hteousness br ings  l i fe (see Proverbs 1 2 28) .  
4 .  The Lord l oves the r ig hteous and despises the 

ways of the wicked (see P roverbs 1 5 : 8-9) .  

5 .  Gossi pers c reate d i ssension and sever 
re lat ionsh ips  (see P rove rbs 1 6 : 2 8 ) .  

6 .  Somet imes i t  is  best t o  remai n s i l ent (see 
P rove rbs 1 7 :2S ;  29 :  1 1 )  

7 .  L iars w i l l  be p u n i shed (see Prove rbs 1 9 5 , 9 ) .  
8 .  W i s e  peo p l e  choose what they speak with care 

(see Prove rbs 21 :23) .  
9 .  Removi ng a scorne r wi l l  so lve  d i ssension i n  

g roups (see Proverbs 22 : 1 0 ) .  

3 .  Parents shou l d  c h asten a n d  d iSC i p l i n e  c h i l d ren 
when necessary (see P rove rbs 1 9 : 1 S : 23: 1 3- 1 4 :  
29 : 1 5) .  

4 .  H av ing a good wife i s  a b less ing from the Lord 
(see Proverbs 1 9 : 1 4 ) .  

5 .  A v i rtuous woman shou l d  b e  p r ized above rub ies 
(see Proverbs 3 1 : 1 0-31 ) .  

2 .  Lazi ness resu l ts i n  d e privat ion (see P rove rbs 
1 9 : 1 5) 

3. The s l u g g ard wi l l  end u p  with noth ing (see 
P rove rbs 2 0 : 4 ) .  

2 .  An ang ry person causes p rob lems ;  a wise 
person solves them (see P rove rbs 1 5 : 1 S ) .  

3 .  An i n d iv idua l  who is  s low to anger is  stron ger  
than the m i g hty (see P rove rbs 1 6 :32) . 

2. One shou l d  seek a good name rather than r iches 
(see P roverbs 22 : 1 -2 ) .  

3 .  R isks a r e  i n h e rent i n  hav ing too m u c h  o r  too l i tt le  
(see P roverbs 30 S-9 ) .  

2 .  H e  said there w a s  n oth i n g  n e w  u n d e r  the sun 
(see Eccles iastes 1 : 2 - 1 1 )  
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I. Ecclesiastes 1 : 1 2-1 8 ;  2 : 1 -23 ; 3 : 1 6-22 ; 4 : 1 -8, 1 3-1 6 ;  
6 ;  8:6-9 : 1 2 ;  1 2 :8-1 2. The Preacher Found Life 
Replete with Perplexities, Inconsistencies, and 
Injustices 
1 .  He soug ht w isdom but ,  i n  seek ing for it, fou nd  

vanity, vexat ion ,  and  sorrow (see Ecc les iastes 
1 : 1 2- 1 8 ;  2 : 1 2- 1 8 ;  1 2 : 8- 1 2) .  

2 .  He cou l d  not f i n d  contentment i n  p l easure.  
cu lt u re ,  o r  r iches (see Eccles iastes 2 :  1 - 1 1 ) . 

3. He felt that h i s  labor was vain ,  for the fru i ts of h is  
labor wou ld  p robably be l eft to  another (see 
Ecc les iastes 2 :  1 9-23 ) .  

4 .  He  observed that man  must d i e  and  leave a l l  that 
pertain s  to mortal i ty (see Eccles iastes 3 :  1 6-22 ; 
8 :6-8 ;  9 :4-6) . 

J. Ecclesiastes 2:24-26 ; 3 : 1 -1 5 ;  4 :9-1 2;  5; 7; 8 : 1 -6 ;  
9 : 1 3-1 1 : 1 0. Observations Are G iven on the 
Importance of Maintain ing Faith and Living a 
Good Life 

1 .  To enjoy the benefits of one 's labor is a b less ing 
f rom God (see Eccles iastes 2 :24-26; 3 9- 1 5) .  

2 .  There are appropr iate t imes for a l l  t h i ngs  (see 
Ecc les iastes 3: 1 -8 ) .  

3 .  F r iends can be a b less ing (see Eccles iastes 
4 : 9- 1 2 ) .  

4 .  I t  i s  i m portant to be truthfu l and reverent toward 
God (see Eccles iastes 5 : 1 -7 ) .  

5 .  I t  i s  f ru i t less to self i sh ly  pu rsue r iches (see 
Ecc les iastes 5 : 8- 1 7 ) .  

K. Ecclesiastes 1 2 : 1 -7, 1 3-1 4. The Conclusion 
Drawn in the Book Is That Obedience to Divine 
Commandments Is the Only Viable Alternative 
1 ,  One shou ld  se rve God in h i s  youth before death 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESEN TATION 

You are not expected to teach eve ryth ing in the 
scr i ptu re content out l i ne ,  Se lect those concepts that 

Proverbs : A Book of Wisdom (Sections A-G) 
Exp la in  the natu re of the book of Proverbs , and then 

have students b rowse th rou gh  the book and se lect 
passages that they f ind thought-provok ing and re levant. 
Have them share the passages and te l l  why they feel 
that fo l lowi ng the pr i nc i p les in those passages wi l l  make 

Confronting Life's Chal lenges (Sections H-K) 
Review a few passages from Eccles iastes that 

i l l u st rate the Preacher 's  d i lemma.  Ask if h i s  d i lemma is  
u n usua l  o r  atypica l . Po in t  out that some uncertainty is  
bas ic  to mortal exper ience ,  but we can deve lop sp i r i tual 
matu rity by rely i ng on the Lord 's word when we are 
confronted with the perp lexit ies of l i fe .  

D iscuss the concept of vanity as i t  i s  used in the book 
of Ecc les iastes .  I nd icate that the feel i ng  of van ity comes 
in l i fe only when we lose our ete rnal pers pective and 
fa i th i n  God . The wor ld sees much in l i fe as vai n and 
contrad ictory ,  Only with the l i g ht of the gospel  and an 
understand i ng  of the plan of salvat ion can we p roper ly 
evalu ate l ife and i ts perp lex i t ies .  
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5. He was d isheartened by the oppressions and 
i nj ust ices of l ife (see Ecc les iastes 4 :  1 -8 ;  1 3- 1 6 ) .  

6 .  He  saw that un less a man 's  sou l i s  f i l l ed with 
good , r iches ,  honor ,  and poste rity are of no 
advantage to h im (see Eccles iastes 6) .  

7 .  A l though r ighteousness i s  rewarded and 
wicked ness pun ished , the r ig hteous and the 
wicked both exper ience good and i l l  (see 
Eccles iastes 8 : 9- 1 5 ;  9 :2-3) . 

8 .  He assumed that man , by h imse l f ,  cannot f ind out 
God 's  ways,  and he sa id that al l  th ings are i n  
God 's hands (see Ecc les iastes 8 :  1 6-9 :  1 ) . 

9 .  He felt that it was wise to make the most of l i fe, for 
no  one knows when death w i l l  ove rtake him (see 
Ecc les iastes 9 : 7- 1 2 ) .  

6 .  One shou ld  be content with what G o d  has g iven 
(see Eccles iastes 5 1 8-20) 

7 .  True wisdom causes one to see l i fe from a new 
perspective and to revere God (see 
Ecc les iastes 7) 

8 .  I n  a k ingdom i t  i s  wise to submi t  to the k ing (see 
Eccles iastes 8: 1 -6 ) .  

9 .  The P reacher  exto l l ed w isdom and gave 
p roverbs for p ract ical  l i v ing (see Ecclesiastes 
9 : 1 3- 1 0 :20 ) . 

1 0 . One shou ld  be generous and do  good and not 
worry about what he cannot control (see 
Ecc les iastes 1 1 ) . 

overtakes h im  (see Ecc les iastes 1 2 : 1 -7 ) .  
2 .  One  shou l d  fear  God and keep h is  

commandments ,  for he wi l l  have to account  for 
h i s  deeds (see Eccles iastes 1 2 : 1 3- 1 4 ) .  

you feel wi l l  be the most he l pfu l to  you r  students .  

them more capable servants of God . Sel ect several 
p roverbs you rself to i l l u st rate the g reat wisdom fou nd i n  
the book. D iscuss the i r  teach ings  a n d  g ive exam p les 
that show how those teach ings  can be app l ied i n  the 
l ives of the students .  

D i scuss how g reatly the Saints are b lessed to have a 
knowledge of the i r re lat ionsh i p  to G od and h i s  eternal 
p lan of happ i ness .  Encou rage stud ents to deal  with 
l i fe 's cha l lenges not as the Preacher  did but with eternal  
perspect ive . G ive examp les of how they can do that. 
Test i fy of God 's  mercy ,  j ust ice ,  and love , and conc lude 
by em phasiz i ng the f ina l  admoni t ion i n  Ecc les iastes 
1 2 : 1 3 . 

Val uab le  m ater ia l  for use I n  th i s  d i scuss ion can be 
fou n d  in Spencer W K imbal l ,  "The Abu ndant Life , "  
Ensign , J u l y  1 978.  pages 3-7 ;  Ezra Taft Benson ,  in  
Conference Report ,  October  1 974 , pages 90-94 . 



JOB 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Job 1 -3. God Allowed Job to Be Severely Tested 
1 .  Job was a r ig hteous man b lessed of God (see 

Job 1 : 1 -5) . 
2. Satan cha l lenged God to a l low Job to be sm itten 

to see how long he wou ld  remain r ig hteous (see 
Job 1 : 6- 1 2 ;  JST, Job 1 :6 ) .  

3 .  Job was smitten , but he refused to question God 
(see Job 1 :  1 3-22 ) .  

4 .  Satan smote Job  a second t ime ,  and  Job's wife 
and fr i ends mourned h i s  condit ion (see Job 2 ;  
JST ,  Job 2 :  1 ) . 

5 . I n  h i s  m isery Job wished he had not been born 
(see Job 3 ) .  

B. Job 4-31 . Job's Friends Insisted That His 
Afflictions and Hardships Were the Result of Sin, 
but Job Disagreed 
1 .  E l i phaz arg ued that Job had s inned and must 

therefore look to God for de l iverance (see Job 4-
5 ) .  

2 .  I n  h i s  reply to  E l i phaz , Job  bemoaned the 
heaviness of God's hand , the unsym pathetic 
response of his fr ien ds .  and h i s  wretched 
condit ion (see Job 6-7 ) .  

3 .  B i l dad argued that i f  Job were pu re, God wou ld 
rescue h im;  but Job , acknowledg ing God's 
g reatness , den ied any s in  (see Job 8- 1 0) .  

4 .  Zophar chastized Job for assert i ng h is  
i nnocence, but Job rejected the accusat ions and 
test i f ied of his trust in God (see Job 1 1 - 1 4) .  

5 .  Job 's friends renewed thei r cr i t ic ism and spoke of 
the awfu l  state of the wicked ; Job com plained of 
the i r  harshness,  reasserted h is  i nnocence, and 
test i f ied that though the wicked somet imes 
p rosper ,  they w i l l  be brought down (see Job 1 5-
2 1  ) .  

6 .  Job 's  f r iends commenced a th i rd round of 
cr i t i c i sm ,  but Job maintained h is  i nnocence,  
reaff i rmed h i s  test i mony that God wou ld br ing 
judg ments upon the wicked , and exto l led God's 
g reatness (see Job 22-28) .  

7 .  J o b  contrasted h i s  past happ iness and g reatness 
with his p resent wretched condit ion and invited 
God's c ri t ical examinat ion and penalty if he was 
deserv i ng (see Job 29-3 1 ) .  

c .  J o b  32-37. El ihu Reproved Job's Three Friends 
for Their Ineffective Arguments, but He Adopted 
Simi lar Ones 
1 .  E l i hu  exp la ined that he was i nterven ing because 

he  was upset with Job 's att i tude and the 
arg uments of the th ree fr iends (see Job 32) 

2. E l i hu  spoke of God 's  g reatness ,  power. and 
just ice ,  em phasiz ing that God wou ld  not aff l ict 
anyone un just ly  (see Job 33-37) .  
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 3- 1 t h rough 3-5 . 
Ezekie l  1 4 : 1 4 ; James 5: 1 1 ;  D&C 1 2 1 :  1 0 . How do these 

passages support the fact that Job was a real 
person? 

D&C 1 0 :27 .  What was Satan doing "walk ing up  and 
down " on earth? How did he get here? (See also D&C 
76:25-29 ; Revelation 1 2 :7-9 . )  

Hebrews 1 2 :6- 1 1 .  What shou ld be expected b y  a l l  who 
seek to obtain exaltat ion? (see also 1 Peter 4 :  1 2- 1 4) .  

TPJS ,  p .  208 . Do t h e  devi l a n d  evi l sp i r its have bounds 
o r  l im its? 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 3-2; 3-6 th rough 3-8 . 
TPJS ,  p .  1 62 .  Are death and d isease always a 

chast isement from God for s in?  
TPJS ,  p .  34 .  The early Saints of th is  d ispensat ion , l i ke 

Job ,  d i d  not understand the reasons for the i r  g reat 
aff l ict ions .  

DBY,  pp .  345-46.  Why are tr ia ls necessary? 
G O ,  pp .  56-57 .  I s  the m isfortune or evil we suffer 

att ri butable to God? 
B ruce R .  McConk ie ,  i n  CR,  Oct .  1 976,  pp .  1 57-60. Why 

does the Lord a l low his fai thfu l Sai nts to suffer? 
Spencer W. K imbal l ,  Faith Precedes the Miracle , pp .  97-

98. Why does the Lord not e l im i nate suffer ing from 
ou r  l ives? 

Deuteronomy 32 :4 .  What m ust we know about God to 
understand the story of Job? 

Alma 38 :5 .  What shou ld  i nd iv idua ls do in  t imes of tr ia l? 
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D. Job 38-42. Job Found Satisfaction in God's 
Answer and Was Blessed Abundantly 
1 .  Jehovah , s peaking  out of a wh i r lwi n d ,  

q uest ioned J o b  about t h e  wonders o f  creat ion 
and i l l u st rated the fol l y  of any human attempt to 
c ri t ic ize his do ings (see Job 38-4 1 ) .  

2 .  Job acknowledged h i s  l i m ited understand ing  
and God 's  omn isc ience ,  and he repented (see 
Job 42 : 1 -6) . 

3 .  The Lord condemned Job 's  f r iends for the i r  
p resum pt ion and fa lse assert ions (see Job 42 : 7-
9 ) .  

4 .  The  Lord reversed Job ' s  fortunes and  b lessed 
him with a g reater b less ings than he had 
p revious ly  had (see Job 42 : 1 0- 1 7 ) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing i n  the 
sc ri ptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

Why Do Good Men Suffer? (Sections A-C) 
One pers istent q uest ion of a l l  t ime i s ,  Why does God , 

who i s  a l l -powerfu l ,  permit i nnocent peop le  to suffer? 
(see Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 3- 1 ) . Point out that 
the book of Job dea ls  with that very question . I nd icate 
that we do not have a l l  the answers about suffer ing and 
evi l ,  but we d o  know that God can and someti mes does 
p reserve us  from them, although sometimes he does 
not .  We a lso know that al l  that God al lows to come u pon 
us  i s  for our good and wi l l  be so i f  we maintai n faith in 
h i m .  

Good Can Come from Suffering (Section D) 
Read through several newspapers ,  gather ing art ic les 

that i l l u st rate the suffer ing and tragedy to which hu mans 
are subject. Read representative art ic les-perhaps just 
the head l i nes wi l l  do-and ask the students if any good 
can ever come from such m i sfortune .  Point out that the 
scr iptures ,  a l though not fu l l y  answeri ng  the question of 
why good men suffer, do i nd icate that benefits can 
come from pa in  and sorrow. Write Job 42: 1 2- 1 7 on the 
board and ask how Job's end ing  compared with h i s  
beg i nn i ng . Next ,  read Hebrews 5:8-9 with the  c lass .  
Poi nt out that Jesus ,  who suffered more than a l l  men, 
p rofited from his suffer i n g .  Accord ing to the scr i ptu res, 

Reasons for Trials (Sections A-C) 
One theme of the book of Job shou ld  not be m issed : 

t r ia ls refi ne  and pu rify the i nd ivi dua l .  Have the students 
under l i ne  Job 23: 6 ,  1 0- 1 6 .  

Discuss t h e  fo l l owing : 
"God hath said that He  wou ld  have a tr ied peop le, 

that He wou l d  p u rge them as go ld"  (Joseph Smith, 
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith , p. 1 35) . 

Pres ident  John Tay lor  said he heard the Prophet 
Joseph Smith say to the Twelve,  "God wi l l  wrench you r  
ve ry heartst r ings"  ( i n  Journal o f  Discourses,  2 4 :  1 97) .  

Abraham received h i s  g reatest b less ings after the 
t r ia l  of h i s  fai th .  The pr i nc ip le  i s  stated i n  Ether  1 2 : 6  and 
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Re l ig ion  302 student manual , 3-2 ; 3-9. 
I sa iah 55:8-9 .  Can we evalu ate the ways of the 

A lm ighty? 
Matthew 1 0 :22 .  Who wi l l  be saved in God 's  k ingdom? 

(see a lso Revelat ion 2 :7 ,  1 0) .  
D&C 58 :2-4.  When a n d  t o  whom does the Lord g ive h i s  

g reatest b l ess ings? (see also D&C 1 03 : 1 2) .  

you feel w i l l  b e  t h e  most he lpfu l  t o  you r  students .  

Review the h i stor ical context of Doctr ine and 
Covenants 1 2 1 and read verses 1 -6 .  Then read with 
students the Lord 's  answer to Joseph Smith (D&C 
1 2 1 : 7- 1 1 ;  1 22 : 7 ) .  Note that in h i s  rep ly  the Lord said, 
"Al l  these th ings  shal l g ive thee experience and shal l be 
for thy good" (D&C 1 22 : 7 ) .  

Refer to  transparenc ies 2 1  and  22 . 
Discuss how tr ia ls  and suffer ing sanctify those who 

end u re them wel l .  G ive examples of people who have 
ga ined g reat strength and sp i r i tual ity by enduring  g reat 
hardsh ip. 

he " learned obed ience by the th ings he suffered"  
(Hebrews 5:8) .  

Joseph Smith pu r i f ied h i s  sou l  i n  the fi res of 
persecut ion. B r igham Young sai d :  "Joseph cou ld  not 
have been perfected , thoug h he had l ived a thousand 
years , i f  he  had received no persecut ion .  I f  he  had l ived 
a thousand years, and led th is  peop le ,  and preached 
the Gospe l  without persecut io n ,  he  wou l d  not have 
been perfected as wel l  as he was at the age of th i rty­
n i ne  years. " ( I n  Journal of Discourses , 2 : 7 ) .  

Discuss whethe r  t h e  Lord wou ld  be he lp ing us i f  h e  
e l im inated al l suffe r i n g .  W h y  or  w h y  not? 

in Lectures on Faith 6 :8 .  "God having  p rovided some 
better th i ngs  for them through thei r sufferi ngs ,  for 
without sufferings they could not be made perfect" 
(JST, Hebrews 1 1  :40; emphasis added) .  Even Jesus 
had to l earn "obed ience by the th ings which he 
suffere d "  (Hebrews 5:8 ) .  

Read the cha l l enge  g iven to the Sai nts by the Prophet 
Joseph Smith in Teachings , pages 35-36. 

Ask if  we can emerge  from tr ia ls with a test i mony l ike 
Job's (see Job 1 9 : 22-27) .  Discuss why Job was able to 
remain strong th roug h  such severe tr ia ls and how we 
can become ab le to endu re as he d i d .  



1 KINGS 1 2-16 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. 1 Kings 1 2 : 1 -24. The Ten Tribes Revolted against 
Rehoboam 
1 .  The ten tr i bes with Je roboam as spokesman 

asked Rehoboam to l i g hten the i r yoke of service 
to the king (see 1 K ings 1 2 : 1 -5 ) .  

2 .  Rehoboam rejected the cou nsel  of h i s  o ld  
advisers and fol l owed the counsel  o f  h i s  young 
adv isers to i nc rease I s rae l ' s  bu rdens (see 1 
K ings 1 2 : 6- 1 5 ) .  

3 .  The ten t r i bes rebe l led against Rehoboam and 
separated themselves under  Jeroboam 's ru le  
(see 1 K ings  1 2 : 1 6-20) .  

4 .  Rehoboam was d i ssuaded by a p rophet of God 
from wag i n g  war to rec la im the k ingdom (see 1 
K ings 1 2 2 1 -24) . 

B. 1 Kings 1 2 :25-1 4 :20. Jeroboam Led His People 
Away from the Lord 
1 .  Je roboam estab l ished the headquarters of the 

Northern K ingdom in Samaria and erected two 
go lden calves for worsh ip  to prevent h i s  people  
f rom d efect ing to Rehoboam (see 1 K ings  1 2 :25-
30) .  

2 .  Je roboam appointed pr iests who were not 
Levites and establ i shed a feast l i ke the feast of 
Tabernacles (see 1 K ings  1 2 : 3 1 -33) .  

3 .  A young p rophet f rom Judah cursed the altar 
bu i l t by Jeroboam; he smote and then healed the 
king (see 1 K ings 1 3 : 1 -6 ;  2 K ings 23 1 5-20) .  

4 .  The young p rophet was cu rsed fo r  d isobeying 
instruct ions f rom the Lord (see 1 K ings 1 3 : 7-22; 
JST, 1 K ings 1 3 : 1 8) .  

5 .  T h e  young man o f  G o d  was ki l l ed  b y  a l ion and 
then b u ried by an old p rophet (see 1 K ings 
1 3 :23-32) .  

6 .  Je roboam sent  h i s  w i fe  i n  d isgu ise to  Ahi jah , who 
foreto ld the death of Jeroboam 's ch i l d .  t he  r u i n  of 
h is  house,  and the scatte r ing of I s rael (see 1 
K ings  1 3 33- 1 4 : 20 ;  J ST, 1 K ings 1 4 :8 )  

C. 1 Kings 1 4 :21 -1 6 :34. With Few Exceptions, the 
Kings of Israel and Judah Were Unrighteous Men 
1 .  Because of Judah 's  u n ri g hteousness, the Lord 

a l lowed Sh ishak ,  k ing of Egypt ,  to conquer them 
(see 1 K ings  1 4 : 2 1 -3 1 ; 2 Chron ic les 1 2 : 1 - 1 2) .  

2 .  Abi jam ,  son o f  Rehoboam , fo l l owed i n  h i s  father 's 
evi l ways (see 1 K ings 1 5 : 1 -8 ;  JST, 1 K ings 1 5 :3 ) .  

3 .  Asa ru led Judah i n  r ig hteousness,  bu t  he lacked 
faith in God i n  h i s  later years (see 1 K ings 1 5 :9-
24;  2 C h ron ic les 1 4 : 1 - 1 6 : 1 4) .  

4 .  Nadab,  Baasha,  E lah ,  and Z imr i  u n righteous ly 
re igned  ove r I s rael (see 1 K ings 1 5 :25- 1 6 :20) . 

5 .  Both Omr i  and h i s  son Ahab p rovoked the Lord 
by sin more than had all the k ings of I s rael before 
them (see 1 K ings  1 6 :2 1 -34) . 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual . 4- 1 th rough 4-1 1 ;  4-46 
th roug h  4-47 .  

A lma 37 :37 .  What d id  the p rophet A lma advise h i s  son 
He laman about counse l? How m ight Rehoboam have 
made a better choice? (see also Jacob 4: 1 0 ) .  

TPJS .  p .  299 . What i s  one good way to  he lp  solve 
i m portant p rob lems? Where did Rehoboam er r? 

DBY, p. 2 1 9 .  I f  counse l  meets with opposit ion ,  as i n  the 
case of Rehoboam. what poss ib i l i t ies exist? What 
shou l d  the k ing have done? 

Re l ig ion  302 student  manual , 4- 1 2 t h roug h  4-24 . 
Re l ig ion  301 -2 i nstructor 's gu ide ,  Append ix  A, 3 1 -32 . 
2 C h ron ic les 1 1 :  1 3- 1 7 .  Why d i d  the Levites f lee f rom the 

k ingdom of Jeroboam and return  to the k ingdom of 
Rehoboam in Judah? 

Proverbs 29 :2 .  U n ri ghteous leaders cause sorrow for 
the i r  peop le .  

Mos iah 29 :  1 6- 1 7 .  Wicked k ings can cause g reat 
i n i qu ity. 

OS ,  1 : 285-86 . How may i n d ivi dual s  avo id  be ing 
deceived? 

TPJS ,  p .  332. God's l aws must be kept p recise ly i n  the 
way that h e  commands.  

Re l ig ion 302 student manua l , 4-25 th rough  4-45; 4-48 .  
Re l ig ion 301 -2 i nstructor 's gu i de .  Append ix A,  33-43 . 
Lev i t icus 1 8 :22 ;  Deuteronomy 23: 1 7 . Sodomy. a s in  

p ract iced in  Judah and I s rae l ,  was v igorous ly 
condemned by the Lord . 

2 C h ron ic les 1 6 : 1 2 . How d i d  Asa show lack of faith i n  
God? 

Exod us 20 :5-6 .  What d oes the Lord say about  the 
i n i qu ity of  parents? 

DBY, pp. 1 96-97 .  What was one of the very f i rst evi ls of 
anc ient  I s rael that K i ng  Ahab h imself  perpetuated? 

63 



SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach eve ryth ing in the 
scr iptu re content out l i ne .  Select those concepts that 

H istory Demonstrates the Folly of Kingly Rule 
(Sections A-C) 

Ask students to reca l l  Samue l ' s  warn ings  to I s rael  
aga inst hav ing a k ing ru le them . List on the chalkboard 
as many evi l s  as the students can remember that 
Samue l  prophes ied . Check the students '  answers by 
refer r ing to 1 Samue l  8 :  1 0-1 8 .  Note that near ly 
everyth ing the p rophet had pred icted came to pass 
after j ust t h ree k ings :  Sau l ,  David ,  and Solomon.  

Read Mos iah 29 :2 1 -23 . B rief ly d i scuss why one major 
p rob lem with an i n i qu itous k ing i s  that i t  i s  d iff icu l t  to get 
r id  of h i m .  Ask stud ents why they th i nk  Rehoboam 
fo l l owed the counse l  of the you ng men rather than that 
of the o lder ,  w iser ,  more exper ienced men? Why do the 
young somet imes refuse to l i sten to those who are 
o lder? Refer the students to Doctr ine and Covenants 
1 2 1 : 39 and ask them to state how th is  scr iptu re may be 
app l ied  to the s i tuat ion Rehoboam and Jeroboam were 
i n .  

Why d i d n 't Jeroboam seek t o  restore I s rael 's un ity 
when Rehoboam dec ided to l i sten to the counsel of a 

A Comparison between Divided Israel and Divided 
America (Sections A-C) 

The Un ited States of Amer ica had been a u n ited 
nat ion for less than a centu ry when c iv i l  war d iv ided the 
country .  Du r i ng  that t ime Pres ident Abraham L incoln 
appealed to the nat ion to retu rn to God : 

" I t  i s  the duty of nat ions as we l l  as of men to own thei r 
dependence u pon the overru l i ng  power of God ,  to 
confess the i r  s ins  and transg ressions in humb le  
sorrow, . . .  and to  recogn ize the  sub l ime truth , 
announced i n  the Holy Scr i ptures and p roven by a l l  
h i story, that those nations on ly  are b lessed whose God 
i s  the Lord ; 

" . . .  We have been the rec ip ients of the choicest 
bount ies of Heaven ;  . . .  But we have forgotten God . . .  

The Kings of Israel and Judah (Sections A-C) 
Transparencies 23 and 24 show the k ings of I s rael 

and Judah from the d iv is ion unt i l  the captivity of each 
nation .  Use the transparenc ies to show the lack  of 
r ighteous k ings  in both nat ions .  They i l l u st rate why 
I s rae l ,  the Northern K ingdom,  went i nto captivity fi rst, 
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you feel wi l l  be  the most he lpfu l  to your students. 

l iv ing p rophet and not to make war? (see 1 Kings 1 2 : 2 1 -
33) .  Point  out that Jeroboam obviously l i ked be ing k ing .  
H i s  bad exam ple in f luenced h i s  sons ,  g randsons,  and 
subjects and led them i nto s i n .  Jeroboam establ ished a 
pol i t i cal re l i g ion i n  wh ich the preservat ion of the state 
became more i mportant than the sp i r i tual  welfare of the 
peop le .  Thus the t rue God was evicted from I s rae l ' s  
moral l i fe . The resu l t  was i nevitab ly fu rther  d i sun ity 
th rough  mora l  decay. 

Use the fol lowing  q uest ions to l ead i nto a d i scuss ion : 
1 .  Why is the advice i n  Jacob 4 : 1 0 good advice? 
2. Why are men often re l uctant to fo l l ow the counsel  

of the Lo rd? 
3 .  Why is i t  usua l ly  wise to seek both human and 

d iv ine counse l  before dec id ing  on a cou rse of act ion? 
Why i s  th is p roced u re part icu lar ly advisable when many 
peop le  are concerned? 

4 .  Cou ld  th i s  reason be why Samue l  and Mosiah 
advised against having a k ing? Shou ld  those who are 
affected by dec is ions have some in f luence on those 
dec is ions? (see Mos iah 29: 25-34) .  

and we h ave vai n ly imag i ned , . . .  that a l l  these 
b less ings were p roduced by some super ior wisdom 
and v i rtue of our own . . .  

" I t behooves u s ,  then .  to humb le  ou rselves before the 
offended Power . "  ("A P roclamat ion by the Pres ident of 
the U n ited States of Amer ica , " c ited i n  R ichardson , 
Messages and Papers of the Presidents [Wash ington,  
D .C . : U n ited States Cong ress ,  1 897 ] ,  pp.  1 64-65 . )  

Th is  message cou l d  app ly  i n  p r inc ip le  to  any  nation .  
D iscuss the effect that tu rn ing from the Lord has  on a 
nation .  Use examples from 2 C h ron ic les 1 2- 1 6 to show 
that the Lord wi l l  support those who fol l ow h i m  and wi l l  
not suppo rt those who reject h i m .  

fo l l owed b y  J u d a h  a centu ry late r. Append ix B 
corre lates the scr iptu re passag es about the k ings .  The 
ch ronology chart in the student manual cou ld  be used 
to show the students the re lat ionsh i p  between the 
re igns  of the k ings  and the m in i str ies of the p rophets. 



1 KINGS 1 7 -22; 2 KINGS 1 -2 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. 1 Kings 1 7-1 9. El ijah Showed the Lord's Divine 
Powers before the Israelites 
1 .  E l i jah sealed the heaven s  ag ainst ra i n ,  

rep len ished a widow's o i l  a n d  f lour ,  a n d  raised 
her son from the dead (see 1 Kings 1 7) .  

2 .  Afte r a per iod of h i d i n g ,  E l i jah retu rned and 
cha l lenged Ahab and the pr iests of Baal (see 1 
K i n g s  1 8 : 1 -24 ) .  

3 .  I n  a contest with Baal 's  p rophets .  E l i jah cal led 
f i re from heaven , wh ich  consumed h is sacr if ice 
(see 1 K i n g s  1 8 : 25-40) .  

4 .  T h e  seal i n g  o f  t h e  heaven s  was ended (see 1 
K i n g s  1 8 : 4 1 -46 ) .  

5 .  E l i jah f l e d  t o  M o u n t  H o re b  t o  escape Jezebel 's  
wrath (see 1 K i n g s  1 9 : 1 - 1 4) .  

6 .  The Lord g ave f ina l  assi g n ments t o  E l ijah , and he 
cal led E l i sha as h i s  successor (see 1 K ings 
1 9 : 1 5-2 1 ) .  

B .  1 Kings 20-22. Ahab Sinned Against the Lord 
Until  It Was Too Late 
1 .  Ben-had ad , k i n g  of Syr ia ,  wag ed war agai nst 

I s rael ,  but  I srae l p revai l e d  by the powe r of the 
Lord (1  K ings 20 : 1 -29 ) .  

2 .  A h a b  p reserved t h e  l ife o f  Ben-hadad , whom 
God had ordered s lai n ,  and g reat ly d isp leased 
the Lord (see 1 K i n g s  20 :35-43) .  

3 .  A h a b  k i l led  Naboth t h rough t h e  con n ivance of 
Jezebel  and obtai ned the v ineyard he had 
coveted (see 1 K i n g s  21 : 1 - 1 6) .  

4 .  Th rou g h  E l i jah t h e  p rop het ,  t h e  Lord condemned 
Ahab and Jezebel  for the i r s ins (see 1 K ings 
21 : 1 7-29) .  

5 .  Jehoshaphat a n d  Ahab Jo ined forces agai nst 
Syr ia and requ ested M i caiah to p rophesy the i r  
success ( s e e  1 K i n g s  22 : 1 - 1 4) .  

6 .  The two ki n g s  fought  ag a inst Syria desp ite 
M icaiah 's  counse l :  Ahab d i s g u i sed h i mself but 
was ki l l e d  as M i caiah had p rophesied (see 1 
K i n g s  22 : 1 5-40) . 

7. Jehoshap hat re i g n ed r ighteous ly  i n  Judah ;  
Ahaziah ,  son of  Ahab , ru led wicked ly i n  I srael 
(see 1 K i n g s  22 : 4 1 -53 ) .  

C. 2 Kings 1 -2. E l ijah Completed His Mission and 
Was Translated 
1 .  K i n g  Ahaziah sought h e l p  from a heathen god : 

E l i jah prophesied the ki n g ' s  death (see 2 K ings 
1 ) .  

2 .  Ahaziah sent sol d i ers to g et E l i jah but E l i jah 
cal led f i re from heave n to consume them (see 2 
K ings  1 : 9- 1 2 ) .  

3 .  T h e  t h i rd capta i n  o f  f ifty sent t o  E l i jah 
h u m bled h i mse l f  before the p rophet and was 
p reserved ; E l i jah went to Ahaziah . who d ied as 
prophesied (see 2 K i n g s  1 : 1 3- 1 8) 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUOY SOURCES 

R e l i g i o n  302 stu d e nt manual , 5- 1 t h rough 5-22 ; 5-43 
th ro u g h  5-44 .  

TPJ S ,  p p .  337-38.  What specia l  powers d i d  El i jah the 
p rophet ho ld?  

TPJ S ,  p .  1 72 .  What i s  s i g n if icant about  E l i jah? 
OS,  2:  1 00-1 06 .  Seve ral events in the m i n i stry of E l i jah 

are revi ewed .  
OS ,  2 :  1 05 .  Why was E l i jah 's  cha l lenge t o  the p ri ests of 

Baal part ic u l ar ly f i tt i n g ?  
B ruce R .  McConk ie ,  i n  C R ,  Apr .  1 979,  p p .  1 32-33 . How 

m i g ht the i n ci d e n t  with El i jah and the widow whose o i l  
and m e a l  d i d  n o t  waste re l ate t o  o u r  t ime? 

R e l i g i o n  302 student manual , 5-23 through 5-3 1 . 
R e l i g i o n  30 1 -2 i n structor 's g u i d e ,  Appendix  A, 44-49 . 
Exod u s  20:  1 7 . "Thou shalt  not covet . . .  any th ing  that i s  

t h y  n e i g h bor 's . "  
P roverbs 1 0 :25 .  What w i l l  befa l l  t h e  wicked? 
D&C 63:2-6.  What has the Lord decreed ag a inst the 

wicked and the rebel l ious? 
2 Kings 9 : 1 - 1 0 : 1 7 . How was the p rop hecy i n  1 K ings 

2 1 : 1 7-29 fu l f i l led? (see also 1 K ings  22 :34-38) .  
DBY,  p p .  306-7 .  Covetousness l e a d s  t o  s i n ,  a s  i n  t h e  

case o f  A h a b  and Naboth . 

R e l i g i o n  302 stu dent  manu a l .  5-32 through 5-42 . 
R e l i g i o n  3 0 1 -2 i nstructo r 's g u i d e ,  Append ix  A, 50 .  
Deuteronomy 21  : 1 7 . What was the r ight of  the fi rstborn 

in I s rae l ?  How m i g ht th is law re late to E l i sha's request 
for a d o u b l e  port ion of E l i jah 's  s p i r i t? (See also B i b l e  
d i ct ionary ,  s . v .  "fi rstborn ") 

TPJ S ,  p p .  242-48 .  The g i fts and powers of the Sp i r it  are 
d iscussed (see a lso 2 K i n g s  2 : 9 ,  1 5) .  

TPJ S ,  p p .  1 70-71 , 1 91 .  What is  t h e  doct r ine  of 
trans l at ion? Why have some i n d iv idua ls  been 
trans lated? 

O S ,  2 :  1 07 ,  1 1 0- 1 1 .  What i s  one reason E l i jah was 
tran s l ated? 
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4 .  E l i jah was trans lated ,  and h is  mant le fe l l  u pon 
E l i sha ,  who was p romised a doub le  port ion of 
E l i jah ' s  sp i ri t  (see 2 Kings 2:1 - 1 3 ) .  

5. E l i sha performed m i rac les s im i lar to  those 
E l i jah performed (see 2 Kings 2 : 1 4-25). 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scr i ptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

The Mission of El ijah (Sections A, C) 
B rief ly review the man ifestat ions of pr iesthood power 

i n  some of the m i rac les E l i jah performed (sea l ing u p  the 
heavens  aga inst rai n ,  caus ing  the widow's f lou r and o i l  
to cont inua l l y  be rep len ished , rais ing the woman 's  son 
from the d ead , and cal l i ng  down fi re f rom heaven) .  
Refer students to Matthew 1 6:1 9 .  Throug h  the power of 
the p riesthood men not on ly  may perform m i racles on 
earth  but a lso may perform o rd inances that are b ind ing 
for etern i ty. Teach that E l i jah was the last prophet i n  
ancient I s rael to  ho ld  t he  keys o f  t he  pr iesthood (see 
Doctrines of Salvation , 2 : 1 1 2- 1 4 ) .  

Review the account  o f  E l i jah 's  t rans lat ion and  d i scuss 
why he was trans lated (see Matthew 1 7 : 1 - 1 3 ; Doctrines 
of Salvation , 2:1 07 , 1 1 0- 1 1 ) . Read Malach i ' s  statement 
that E l i jah wou l d  be sent before the "g reat and d readfu l  
day of the Lord " (Malach i  4:5) ,  l est the earth be smitten 
with a c u rse .  I n d icate that E l i jah 's  appearance on the 
Mount  of Transf igu ration  part ly fu l f i l l ed this p rophecy; 
the p ro phecy was comp lete ly fu l f i l l ed only i n  th is  
d ispensation. Read Joseph Smith-History 1 : 36-39 with 
the c lass and cal l attent ion to verse 37. Ask students 
what is meant by be ing l eft with "nei ther root nor 

The Folly of Wickedness (Sections A-C) 
The l ives of Ahab,  J ezebe l ,  and Ahaziah show that 

though  the wicked may seek to h i nder  the Lord 's  

Event 
E l i jah chal lenged the pr iests of Baal (see 1 Kings 

1 8:1 7-39) .  
Ahab dest royed Naboth to obtain h i s  v ineyard (see 

1 Kings 21 ; 22 :34-39 ; 2 Kings 9: 1 - 1 0: 1 7) .  
Ahab's effort to su bvert M icaiah 's prophecy was futi l e  

(see 1 Kings 22:1 -40) .  
E l i jah ca l led f i re from heaven to consume sold ie rs 

(2 Kings 1 :1 - 1 6) .  

66 

you feel wi l l  be the most he l pfu l to you r  students . 

b ranch"  (JS-H 1 :37) .  Exp la in  that " roots" are 
ancestors and "b ranches" are posterity. To be left with 
ne i ther i s  to be unsealed to e i ther by pr iesthood power 
throughout a l l  eternity .  Teach the students that if the 
Saints fai l to be sealed to both their  p rogen itors and 
thei r  poste rity , the pu rposes of the earth wi l l  be utter ly 
wasted (see Joseph F. Smith , Doctrines of Salvation , 
2 : 1 2 1 -22) .  Read from Doctrines of Salvation , 2 : 1 54-55, 
to exp la in  that E l i jah was sent, accord ing to Malach i ' s  
p rophecy, to fu l fi l l  the covenants God had made with 
the ancient patr iarchs  and p rophets .  

Conc l ude  by d iscuss ing E l i jah ;s v is i t  to Joseph Sm ith 
and Ol iver Cowdery i n  the K i rt land Temp le  on 3 Apr i l  
1 836 to restore the pr iesthood keys he he l d .  Point out  
that these keys app ly to both the l iv ing and the dead 
(see Doctrines of Salvation , 2 : 1 1 7) .  Point out that Latter­
day Saints do genealog ical  research and bu i l d  temp les 
so that o rd inances can be performed on earth i n  behalf 
of the d ead . E l i jah 's  m iss ion to restore the seal i ng  keys 
of the Ho ly Pr iesthood made i t  poss ib le  for Saints ,  l iv ing 
and dead , to receive the fu l ness of the o rd i nances of 
salvation and exaltat ion . 

p rophets ,  they cannot overth row the Lord 's work; rather ,  
they themselves are overthrown . I l l u st rate that fact by 
us ing the fo l lowing examp les .  

Lesson Taught 
God's  power is supreme,  and he wi l l  support h i s  

r ighteous servants. 
Covetousness leads to g reater s i n .  Those who sin and 

do not repent cannot escape the wrath of God . 
The Lord 's word through h is  p rophets w i l l  be fu l f i l l ed ,  

despi te the efforts of the wicked . 
The wicked cannot destroy the Lord 's  p rophets before 

they have fu l fi l l ed  the i r  m iss ion . The wicked wi l l  on ly  
br ing judgments u pon themse lves . 



2 KINGS 3- 1 3  

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. 2 Kings 3 : 1 -6 :23. El isha Blessed Others through 
the Priesthood Power 
1 .  E l i sha 's prophecy that I s rael and Ju dah wou ld  

be victor ious ove r the  Moabites was fu lfi l led (see 
2 K ings 3 ) .  

2 .  E l i sha mu lt ip l ied a widow's oi l ,  p romised a son to 
a Shunami te woman , and raised the son from the 
dead (see 2 K ings  4 : 1 -37 ) .  

3 .  E l i sha rendered poisonous food harmless and 
mu lt i p l ied food for the hungry in a time of famine 
(2 K ings 4 :38-44) .  

4 .  E l isha healed Naaman . a Syrian captain .  of 
leprosy; E l i sha 's  servant, Gehaz i .  was cu rsed 
with the leprosy because of his d ishonesty (see 2 
K ings 5 ) .  

5 .  E l i sha  caused an  i ron ax  head to  f loat on water ;  
he turned as ide a Syr ian i nvasion by b l i nd ing the 
enemy (see 2 K ings 6 : 1 -23) . 

B. 2 Kings 6:24-1 0 :1 7. God Vindicated the Words of 
El ijah and Elisha 
1 .  S iege by the Syr ians caused fam ine i n  Samaria; 

E l i sha p rophesied of p lenty (see 2 Kings 6 : 24-
7 :2 ) .  

2 .  E l isha 's p rophecy was fu lfi l led when  the  Lord 
i nte rvened and g ave I s rael the spoi ls  of the 
Syrian army (see 2 K ings  7 : 3-20) .  

3 .  E l i sha p rophesied a seven-year fam ine du ring 
wh ich a certai n Shu namite woman was 
p reserved by fo l lowing the p rophet 's counsel 
(see 2 Kings 8 : 1 -6) .  

4 .  The k ingdoms of Syr ia ,  I s rae l ,  and Judah 
exper ienced war and un rest because of 
wickedness (see 2 K ings 8 :7-29; 2 Chron ic les 
22 : 1 -4) .  

5 .  I n  obedience to  E l i jah 's i nstruct ions, a young 
p rophet anointed Jehu king of I s rael and 
p rophesied the end of the house of Ahab (see 2 
K ings 9 : 1 - 1 0 ) .  

6 .  Jehu  s lew Jezebel  and the remai n i ng sons of 
Ahab,  thus fu l fi l l i n g  the prophecies of El i jah and 
E l i sha (2 Kings 9 : 1 - 1 0 : 1 7 ;  2 Chron ic les 22 : 7-9) .  

C. 2 Kings 1 0: 1 8-1 3 :25. Few of the Kings of Israel 
Served the Lord 
1 .  Jehu p rocla imed a solemn feast to Baal and then 

destroyed al l  the worsh i pers and images that 
were there (see 2 K ings 1 0 : 1 8-28) 

2 .  Jehu did not serve the Lord with a l l  h is  heart (see 
2 Kings 1 0 : 29-36) .  

3 .  Joash was preserved from death d u ri ng  the 
re ign  of Atha l iah and re igned as J u dah 's  king for 
fo rty years (see 2 K ings 1 1 :  1 - 1 2 :3 ) .  

4 .  Joash re pai red the  temple bu i lt by Solomon and 
then used the treasu res of the Lord 's house to 
pu rchase safety from Hazae l ,  k ing of Syria (see 2 
K ings 1 2 :4-21 ; 2 C h ron ic les 24 :4 .  7 ,  1 3-27) . 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUOY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 6- 1 t h rough 6-23.  
Matthew 1 0 : 8 .  Jesus taught  h i s  Apost les that the 

pr iesthood should be used i n  what way? 
D&C 93:46.  What relat ionsh ip  do the Lord 's pr iesthood 

l eaders have to the rest of the wor ld? 
Joseph Fie ld i ng  Smith , i n  CR ,  Apr .  1 966, pp .  1 0 1 -2 .  

"When w e  receive the pr iesthood , w e  do s o  with the 
understand ing that it w i l l  be used for the benefit of 
others . "  

JC ,  p p .  1 47-49 . What are mi rac les? 
Marvi n J .  Ashton , Ensign , May 1 982 ,  pp .  9- 1 1 .  How 

ser ious is ly ing? 
Mark E .  Pete rse n ,  Ensign , May 1 982 .  pp .  1 4- 1 6 .  

D ishonesty is  completely fore ign  to the teach ings of 
Jesus .  

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 6-24 throug h  6-34. 
Deuteronomy 32:35.  Vengeance for men 's evi l deeds 

belongs to whom? 
D&C 29 : 1 7 . Why does the Lord take vengeance u pon 

the w icked? 
D&C 87:6 .  How does the Lord sometimes chasten the 

wicked? (see also He laman 1 1  :4 ) .  
1 K ings  2 1 : 1 7  -24 ,  29 .  What d id  E l i jah p rophesy about 

Ahab and Jezebel? 
D&C 1 :38 .  The Lord ' s  words are always ver i f ied (see 

also D&C 5 :20) .  
OS,  3 :42-43. Why does the Lord permi t  h is  ch i l d ren to 

engage in  war? 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 6-35 th rough 6-42 .  
Deuteronomy 6 :5 .  What commandment d id  Jehu fai l  to 

observe? 
G O ,  p. 470. Fo r what specia l  reasons shou ld the 

temp les be kept i n  good repai r? 
DBY,  p. 229.  To what extent shou ld Latter-day Sai nts 

observe the i r  rel i g ion? 
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5. Jehoahaz and Joas h ,  h i s  son ,  conti nued the 
wickedness of Israe l 's k ings (see 2 Kings 1 3 : 1 -
1 3) .  

6 .  E l i sha died, having  prophesied that Israel wou ld 
defeat the Syrians (see 2 Kings 1 3 : 1 3-25) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scri pture content out l i ne .  Select those concepts that 

Priesthood Is for Service (Section A) 
Discuss what a priesthood ho lder can do for h imsel f  

with the powers of the priesthood. President David O.  
McKay taught that men are g iven the priesthood to 
b less the l ives of others : "Priesthood means service ;  i t  i s  
not  g iven just  as an honor.  I congratu late you and 
commend you that you are worthy to receive it, but i t  is 

The Importance of Obed ience in Simple Things 
(Section A) 

The heal i ng  of Naaman i l l u strates the truth that the 
Lord g ives his ch i ldren opportu n i t ies to show their 
wi l l i ngness to obey before he g ives them the b less ings 
they desire. Review 2 K ings 5 and discuss both the 
req u irement E l i sha gave Naaman i n  order for the Syrian 
to be healed and Naaman 's  response to that 
requ irement (see vv . 1 0- 1 2 ) .  Ask students how 
Naaman's servant convinced Naaman to fol low E l isha 's 
counsel  (see v.  1 3 ) .  What was the conseq uence? 
Compare th is  seq uence of events to others in the 
scriptures that seemed s imp le  but had s ign if icant 
conseq uences (see Num bers 2 1  :4-9; 1 Nephi 1 6 :29 ;  
1 7 :4 1 ; A lma 33 : 1 9-20; 37 :38-46) .  Quote the fo l l owing 
statement E lder Boyd K .  Packer made about Naaman : 

"The Lord no dou bt was more i nterested i n  
obedience than he was with bath i n g .  

"We w h o  trave l about t h e  Ch urch know that our 
members are looki ng anxious ly for g u idance in t ime of 

The Importance of Honesty 
Review the story of the heali ng of Naaman , the Syrian 

captai n .  Discuss the dishonesty practiced by Gehaz i ,  
E l isha 's servant ,  and the serious consequences he  
broug ht u pon h i msel f .  Po in t  ou t  that he was not ab le  to 
h ide h i s  d ishonesty from the i nsp ired prophet E l i sha.  
Select passages from Proverbs 1 2 :22 ;  1 9 :5 ;  Acts 4 :21 -
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you feel wi l l  be the most he l pfu l  to your students .  

g iven to you for serv ice ,  and you act as an authorized 
representative of our Lord Jesus Chr ist in whatever 
posit ion you may be ass ig ned. " (In Conference Report , 
Apr. 1 957 ,  p .  94 . )  

Use E l isha a s  a n  exam ple  o f  th is  pri nc ip le  b y  poi nti ng 
out how those in need were he l ped by the many 
m irac les the Lord performed throug h  h im .  

great sp ir i tual peri l .  'When , '  they wonder, 'wi l l  the 
prophets show us  how to escape the sp ir i tual leprosy to 
which we are very exposed?' 

"Recent ly in Ca l i forn ia ,  one of the priesthood leaders 
asked, 'What are the brethren do ing to estab l ish  
i ndustries and store supp l ies i n  the Sa l t  Lake Val ley so 
that we can be secure i f  we must come there for 
protection i n  th is  t ime of peri l? '  

"My answer was , 'Noth i ng . '  
"How much l i ke Naaman we become,  waiti ng t o  be 

b idden to do some great th i ng ,  when the prophets of the 
Lord have already spoken-when the i nstruct ion has 
already been g iven with the assurance that i f  we wi l l  
fo l l ow t h e m ,  w e ,  with o u r  fam i l ies ,  wi l l  b e  secure from 
the sp ir i tual d iseases wh ich now are among us . " 
(Regiona l  Representatives '  Seminar, 3 Apr. 1 970 . )  

Discuss the s imp le  th ings  the Lord asks us  to  do. 
Teach the pri nc ip le  that posit ion or vi s i b i l i ty i s  not as 
i mportant as how we fu l f i l l  our ass ignments and how 
wi l l i ng  we are to do whatever the Lord asks of us .  

5 : 1 1 ;  2 Neph i  9 :34 ;  28 :8 ;  D&C 42 :2 1 ; 76: 1 03 ;  Art ic les of 
Faith 1 :  1 3 ; and excerpts from the Apri l 1 983 general 
conference tal ks of E lders Mark E. Petersen and Marvi n 
J. Ashton (see Ensign , May 1 982,  pp .  9-1 1 ,  1 4- 1 6) to 
teach the great i m portance of honesty and the serious 
conseq uences of being dishonest. 



JOEL, AMOS, JONAH 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Joel 1 : 1 -2 :1 7 ;  3 : 1 -1 7. Joel Foresaw That Great 
Destruction Would Come u pon Israel and the 
World 
1 .  Us ing symbo l i sm ,  Joe l  spoke of judg ments and 

destruct ion that wou l d  come u pon I s rael and the 
wor ld before the Lord 's second advent (see Joel 
1 ) .  

2 .  Joel  prophesied of warfare and natu ral d isasters 
that wou l d  p recede Chr ist 's second coming (see 
JoeI 2 : 1 - 1 1 ;  3 : 1 - 1 7 ) .  

3 .  I s rael was ca l l ed  to  repentance (see Joel 2 :  1 2-
1 7 ; JST, Joel  2 : 1 3- 1 4) . 

B. Joel 2 : 1 8-32; 3 : 1 8-21 . Joel Promised Future 
Blessings to Israel 
1 .  The Lord p rom ised to b less I s rael abundantly, 

and I s rae l wou ld real ize that he i s  thei r God (see 
Joel 2 1 8-27) . 

2 .  Joe l  p rophesied that i n  the latter days the Lord 
wou ld  pou r out h i s  Sp i r it u pon mankind and 
show wonders in the heavens (see Joel 2 :28-3 1 ) .  

3 .  The Lord said he wou ld  de l iver and b less h i s  
peop le  (see Joel 2 32 ;  3 :  1 8-2 1 ) .  

C .  Amos 1 : 1 -2:3. Israel's Neighbors Were 
Condemned for Their Transgressions 

D. Amos 2:4-9 : 1 5. Israel Was Told That Her Fate 
Would Be Like Her Neighbors' 
1 .  The transg ress ions of I s rael and Judah were 

out l i ned and the i r  conseq uences foretol d  (see 
Amos 2 :4-4:  1 3 ; JST ,  Amos 3 :6-7 ;  4 :3 ) .  

2 .  I s rael was ca l led to  repent or face severe 
judg ments (see Amos 5) .  

3 .  Amos to ld  of  h i s  cal l to warn I s rael and 
p rophesied against Amaz iah ,  who soug ht to 
d ivert h i m  from h i s  m iss ion (see Amos 7; JST,  
Amos 7 :3 ,  6) . 

4. Amos p rophesied of the downfa l l  and scatte r ing 
of I s rael (see Amos 6; 8 ;  9 : 1 - 1 0 ) .  

5 .  The latter-day gather ing and prosperity of  I s rael 
was p rophesied (see Amos 9 : 1 1 - 1 5) .  

E.  Jonah 1 -3. Jonah Reluctantly Fulfil led a Mission 
for the Lord 
1 .  The Lord cal led Jonah to p reach repentance in 

N ineveh (see Jonah 1 :  1 -2 ) .  
2 .  Jonah f l ed  from the  Lord and  was swal lowed by a 

g reat f ish (see Jonah 1 3- 1 7) .  
3 .  Jonah repented , was de l ivered , and fu l f i l led h is  

cal l i ng (see Jonah 2 : 1 -3 :4) . 
4. The i n hab itants of N ineveh repented because of 

Jonah 's preach ing  (see Jonah 3 ) .  
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 7- 1 through 7- 1 0 ; 7- 1 2  
th rou g h  7- 1 3 ; 7- 1 6 ; 1 - 1  t h rough 1 -9 .  

O S ,  3 : 1 1 .  When wi l l  t h e  Lord br ing vengeance against 
the u ngod ly? 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 7- 1 1 ;  7- 1 4  through 7-1 5. 
Joseph Smith-H istory 1 : 4 1 . Moron i  to ld Joseph Smith 

that the p rophecies i n  Joel 2 : 28-32 wou ld  soon be 
fu l f i l l ed .  

Acts 2 : 1 6-20. Man ifestat ions o f  t he  Spi r i t ,  such  as  Joel 
p rophesied fo r the last days, were pou red out on the 
day of Pentecost (see also History of the Church, 
1 : xxxi i ) .  

Re l ig ion 302 stu dent manual , 8-2 through 8-6 . 

Re l ig ion 302 student manua l ,  8- 1 ; 8-7 th rough 8- 1 9 . 
2 Neph i  25 :9 .  What does the Lord always do before 

destroy ing a generation or a nat ion? 
Alma 42:  1 4-25 . How d oes the law of just ice apply to 

mank ind? 
TPJS ,  p .  2 1 8 .  U pon  what c r i ter ia wi l l  the Lord judge 

each of  h i s  ch i l d ren? 
OS . 2 :30.  I s  acknowledg i ng  that God's just ice and 

judg ment are fai r an equ ivalent of accepti ng  h im? 

Re l ig ion  302 stu dent manual , 9 - 1  th rough 9-1 2 ;  9- 1 4 . 
Matthew 1 2 :39-40. For what specia l  reason shou ld  we 

be l ieve Jonah 's  story about bei ng  swal lowed? (see 
also M atthew 1 6 :4 ;  Luke 1 1  :29-30, 32) .  

2 K ings 1 4 :25 .  One of  the prophet Jonah 's p rophecies 
was fu l f i l l ed in the t ime of Jeroboam I I .  k ing of I s rae l .  

N a h u m  2-3. D id  t h e  c i ty o f  N ineveh remain repentant 
after  Jonah 's  p reach ing? 
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F. Jonah 4. The Lord Taught Jonah about Mercy 
1 .  Jonah became ang ry when the Lord d i d  not 

destroy N i n eveh (see Jonah 4 : 1 -5) 
2. The Lord he lped Jonah understand why N ineveh 

was spared (see Jonah 4 : 6- 1 1 ) . 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach everyth i ng  in the 
scr i ptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 
you feel w i l l  be  the most he lpfu l  to you r  students .  

You may f ind it d iffic u lt to cover the sal ient teach ings 

The Lord Castigated Israel (Sections C-O) 
Have students i dent i fy the nat ions that Amos spoke 

aga inst in the f i rst two chapters of h i s  book .  Ask the 
stud ents why they th ink  I s rael and J udah were i nc l uded 
among those nations .  

Read Amos 4 : 1 , and exp la in  that the "k ine of  Bashan · '  
add ressed b y  Amos were t h e  u n ri ghteous women of 
I s rae l (see Re l i g ion 302 student manual , 8-1 1 ) . These 
women were g ratify ing themselves at the expense of the 
poor and the needy, and they had tu rned away f rom 
God.  

Amos pointed out the ser ious p l i ght of  I s rael by 
rebuk ing  the u n ri g hteous women for the i r  s ins .  Point out 
that women are genera l l y  more i nc l i ned to love and do 
r ight than men are (see Br igham Young ,  in Journal of 
Discourses, 1 2 : 1 94 ;  1 8 : 233) . When the men and 
p riesthood of God fai l to p rov ide the support and 
leadersh ip  u pon  wh ich the women depen d ,  the resu lts 
can be d i sastrous .  The women 's  tu rn ing aga inst God 
very ser iously affects society because they n u rtu re the 
c h i l d ren of that soc iety. (See B r igham You ng ,  in Journal 
of Discourses, 1 8 :263 ) .  

Ask students what Amos'  harsh rebuke o f  I s rael ' s  

God's Love Is Universal (Section E) 
Throughout the O ld  Testament ,  the Lord repeated ly 

aff i rmed h is  l ove for  I s rael (see I saiah 49: 1 5 ; Jeremiah 
3 1  :3) .  Exp la in  that love i s  an i nteg ral characte r ist ic of 
d eity (see Joseph Smi th ,  Teachings of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith , p. 1 74) .  Noth i ng , not even the i r  
d isobed ience t o  d iv ine p recepts,  can sway t h e  Lord 
from lovi n g  h i s  ch i l d ren .  That was true in Old Testament 
t imes, and it i s  t rue today. 

Stress that God has concern for al l  manki nd .  That 
concern i s  an impo rtant message of the book of Jonah , 
wh ich contrasts the  prophet 's nar rowness with the 
benevo lence of God. Jonah learned that God loves 

The Role of a Prophet (Sections O-F) 
The Lord referred  to Jonah as a prophet (see 

Matthew 1 64) .  Students need to understand the 
d ifference between the way the term prophet i s  used 
today and the way the term was used in O ld  Testament 
t imes (see B- 1  t h rough  B-8 ) .  He lp  students u nderstand 
that the term prophet, which means one who has the g ift 
of prophecy, can refer to someone who is cal led by God 

70 

Re l ig ion 302 student manua l , 9- 1 3 . 
Acts 1 0 :34-35 . What p r i nc ip le  d i d  Peter l earn that Jonah 

wou ld  have profited by unde rstand ing?  (see also 2 
Neph i  26 :23-28 ,  33;  A lma 1 9 :36) .  

OS ,  3 :33-34 . How can the Sai nts escape the judg ments 
of the A lm ighty? 

of J oe l ,  Amos , and Jonah in one day .  Prophecies of the 
batt le  of Armageddon are the main su bject of Joe l :  they 
are also g iven i n  Ezekie l  38-39 and Zechar iah 1 2- 1 4 .  
That subject can be effect ively taught  i n  lesson 49 or 54 . 

women sugg ests about the moral decay of I s rael . Point 
out I s rae l ' s  many sins for wh ich  Amos chast ised them 
(see Amos 5 : 1 1 - 1 5 ; 6 : 1 -6 ;  8 4-6) .  

Refer  to Amos 4 :6- 1 3 ,  and ask students to l i st the 
pun ishments that God sent I s rael  to i nd uce them to 
repent .  

6 ) .  
Famine.  "C leanness o f  teeth"  and "want o f  bread " (v 

Drought. Scarcity of water (see vv. 7-8 ) .  
Pesti lence .  Mi ldew, worms,  l ack  of harvest (see v. 9 ) .  
War. See verses 1 0- 1 1 .  
None of the  pun ishments caused I s rae l  to repent (see 

vv . 6 ,  8- 1 1 ) . Point out some of the cu rses that Amos 
prophesied wou l d  come u pon un repentant I s rae l (see 
Amos 2 : 1 4- 1 6 ;  3 : 1 1 - 1 5 ; 5 : 1 6-20 , 24,  27; 6 :7-8 ;  8 :9- 1 2 ;  
9 : 1 -4 , 8- 1 0) .  I nd icate that a s  a resu l t  o f  thei r s i ns ,  short ly 
after Amos prophes ied . I s rael was led away captive by 
the Assyrians .  They later became the ten lost t r ibes .  

Conc l ude  by d i scuss ing Amos 9 : 1 1 - 1 5 , which 
i nd icates that though  I s rael  wou ld  be pun ished for thei r 
rebe l l i on ,  the day wou l d  come i n  wh ich they wou ld be 
restored . Th is  restorat ion is now i n  p rog ress . 

everyon e ,  even pagans from N ineveh ;  they,  too, were 
his c h i l d ren .  So i t  is in ou r  day :  the Lord loves all and 
accepts everyone who comes u nto h im  (see 2 Neph i  
26 :23-28, 33) .  

T h e  book o f  Jonah p rovides a n  exce l lent basis for 
d i scuss ing the i m portance of accept ing and fu l f i l l i ng  
ass ignments from the  Lord despite fear or pe rsonal 
des i res .  Point out how the Assyr ians treated thei r 
enemies and g ive poss ib le  reasons  for Jonah 's fears 
(see 0-1 th roug h 0-7) Teach that the Lord wi l l  p rovid e  
t h e  way f o r  u s  t o  accomp l i sh  a n y  task he asks us  t o  do 
(see 1 Neph i  3 : 7 ) .  

and  g iven authority to  go forth as  a spokesman fo r  h i m .  
A p rophet i s  t h u s  not necessar i ly  t h e  o n e  w h o  presides 
over a l l  of the Lord 's peop le ,  as the Pres ident  of the 
C h u rch does.  

The book of Amos g ives some i m portant i nformat ion 
about the cal l and the ro le  of  the Lord 's p rophet .  
D iscuss Amos 3 : 7 :  7 : 1 4- 1 5 .  



HOSEA 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Hosea 1 -3. Hosea's Marriage and Family 
Symbol ized Israel's Relationship with the Lord 
1 .  H osea was commanded by the Lord to marry "a 

wife of whoredoms" ( Hosea 1 : 2 ) .  and he obeyed 
(see H osea 1 : 1 -3 ) .  

2 .  The th ree c h i l d ren born  to  the  u n ion were g iven 
names symbol ic  of I s rae l ' s  cond it ion and future 
(see Hosea 1 :4-9 ) .  

3 .  I s rae l ' s  reconc i l i at ion with t h e  Lord was 
prophesied (see Hosea 1 : 1 0-2: 1 ) . 

4. Hosea's wife , a symbol of I s rae l ,  was cal led to 
repentance, and j u d g ments were pronounced 
u po n  her  (see Hosea 2 2- 1 3) .  

5 .  I s rael  wou l d  yet h ave a fu l ness of joy with the 
Lord (see Hosea 2 :  1 4-23) . 

6. The repentance and restorat ion of an adu lteress 
symbol ized I s rae l ' s  ret u rn to the Lord i n  the latter 
d ays (see Hosea 3 ) .  

B. Hosea 4-1 3 . I n  Turning from the Lord, Israel and 
Judah Brought Severe Punishments upon 
Themselves 
1 .  Hosea prophesied that because they rejected 

the Lord and wors h i ped false gods,  both I s rael 
and J u d ah wo u l d  fa l l  (see Hosea 4-5 ) .  

2 .  I s rael  and J u dah rejected repeated appeals from 
the Lord to repent and retu rn to h i m  (see Hosea 
6: 1 - 7 1 0) .  

3 .  Because they forsook t h e  Lord,  I s rael wou l d  be 
cast off by the Lord and taken i nto captivity (see 
Hosea 7 : 1 1 - 1 0 : 1 5) .  

4 .  T h e  Lord rem i n d ed I s rae l that though he was 
mercifu l to them and sou ght  d i l igent ly  to save 
them , they tu rned from h i m  (see Hosea 1 1 - 1 3 ; 
JST, Hosea 1 1  : 8 ) .  

c .  Hosea 1 4. Hosea Prophesied That Israel Would 
Eventually Forsake Her Sins and Return to God 
1 .  H osea p l eaded with I s rael  to ret u rn to God (see 

Hosea 1 4 : 1 -3) .  
2 .  Hosea said that the day wou l d  come when I s rael 

wou l d  know p l easant d ays because she wou l d  
a g a i n  e m b race the ways o f  God (see Hosea 
1 4 :4-9 ) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach eve ryth ing  in the 
scr iptu re content out l i n e .  Se lect those concepts that 

"Ye Are Not My People" (Sections A-B) 
D i scuss the i m po rtance of marr iage as a covenant 

re lat ions h i p .  E m phasize the fact that when two people 
are marr ied , they covenant to love one another wi th  al l 
the i r heart and to c leave u nto each other and none e lse 
(see D&C 42:22) .  Expl a i n  that the Lord cons iders h is 
covenant re lati o n s h i p  with I s rael to be of the same 
n atu re .  Th roug hout the scr iptu res h e  uses the marr iage 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUOY SOURCES 

Rel i g ion  302 stu dent  manua l , 1 0- 1  th roug h  1 0- 1 1 ;  1 0-40 
th roug h  1 0-42 . 

Jeremiah 3 : 1 4 .  To what d i d  Jeremiah com pare I s rael ' s  
re lat ion s h i p  with God? 

OS,  3 :  1 88-90.  Shou l d  everyt h i n g  i n  the B ib le  be taken 
l i tera l ly? What is  one way God's  commandment to 
Hosea to marry "a wife of whoredoms" ( H osea 1 : 2 )  
m i g ht be i nterpreted? 

R e l i g i o n  3 0 2  stu dent  manual , 1 0- 1 2 t h rough 1 0-37:  1 0-
39 ;  B-7 .  

Jeremiah 3 : 6-9 . To what d id Jeremiah compare I srae l 's  
reject ion of  the Lord? 

Deuteronomy 4 : 25-3 1 . What was the p u n i shment 
pre d i cted for I s rae l ' s  reject ing God? 

Deuteronomy 28: 1 5-68.  What cu rses did Moses 
prophesy wou l d  come upon I s rael i f  they rejected the 
Lo rd? (see Hosea 4 : 6- 1 1 : 5 :  1 4 ; 8 : 7-8;  9 : 1 -4 ;  1 3 : 1 6) .  

2 K i n g s  1 5 :29 ;  1 7 : 5-24. What were Is rae l ' s  s i n s  a n d  thei r 
conseq uences? 

TPJS ,  p .  322 . What i s  the fate of  those who reject God's 
b lessi n g s? 

TPJ S ,  p. 1 6 . What must men do to escape God's 
j u d g m ents in  a s i nfu l  world?  

R e l i g i o n  3 0 2  stu dent  manual , 1 0-3 8 .  
Ezekie l  1 8 : 2 1 -23,  3 1 -32 . Does the Lord des i re to  forg ive 

peop le  of t h e i r  s i n s ?  
M F ,  p .  1 63 .  What i s  the cruc ia l  test o f  a person 's  or  a 

n at ion 's  repentance? Why? 
MF, pp. 344-46.  Is the Lord wi l l i n g  to forg ive s i ns? On 

what cond i t ions? 

you fee l  wi l l  be the most h e l pfu l  to you r  stud ents.  

f i g u re to represent his re l at ionsh i p  with his chosen 
peo p l e  (see Jere m i ah 3: 1 4 ; Isaiah 54: 1 ) . 

A woman who p roves u nfaithfu l to her  h usband by 
g i v i n g  herself  to othe r  men i s  a har lot .  Li kewise,  I s rae l ,  
t u rn i ng from the covenant t o  fo l l ow other  gods ,  was said 
by the Lord to be p l ayi ng the har lot (see Hosea 2:5;  4 : 1 5 ) .  

R e a d  Jeremiah 3 : 6-9 w i t h  t h e  c l ass and t h e n  p lace 
the accom panyi ng d i ag ram on the board . 
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Covenant 
Jehovah I s rael 

( husband) <E(-----7) (wife) 
(b r idegroom) (br ide)  

Then make a b reak i n  the arrow to rep resent the 
separation between I s rael and God caused by I s rae l ' s  
har lotry, o r  u nfaithfu l ness to  God .  The d iag ram wou ld  
then look l i ke th is :  

Covenant Broken 
Jehovah 

(husband)  <E-(-­
(br idegroom) 

I s rae l 
--7) (wife) 

(br ide)  

Po in t  out that th is  separation between I s rael and God 
is  what the book of  Hosea dep icts .  The Lord 
commanded Hosea to marry "a wife of whoredoms" 

"Go, Take unto Thee a Wife of Whoredoms" 
(Sections A-C) 

Discuss the Lord ' s  command to Hosea to take "a wife 
of whoredoms" (Hosea 1 : 2 ;  see Re l ig ion 302 student 
manual , 1 0-5) . Be certai n that you r students understand 
that Hosea's use of the marr iage metaphor rep resents 
I s rae l ' s  u nfaithfu l  condi t ion before the Lord . Read 
Hosea 2 :  1 - 1 3  and write on the chal kboard both the 
terms used i n  the sc ri ptu res and their possi b le  
mean ings  (see Re l ig ion  302 student manual , 1 0-7) . 

Point out that when Hosea said that the Lord wou ld  
yet "speak comfortably" (Hosea 2 :  1 4) to  I s rael and 
wou l d  betroth her  unto h i m  forever (see Hosea 2 : 1 9) ,  he 
was speaki ng of the day when I s rae l ,  after repenti ng ,  
wou ld  be restored and taken back to  the Lord . At  that 
t ime I s rael ' s  long d ispers ion wi l l  end . God wi l l  have 
mercy on scattered I s rael and "wi l l  say to them which 
were not my peop le ,  Thou art my peop le ;  and they shal l 
say, Thou art my God"  (Hosea 2 : 23) .  Bear test i mony 
that we are l iv ing in that t ime and that the restorat ion of 
modern I s rae l ,  resu l t ing from the sp read of the gospel , 
is i n  fu l f i l lment of Hosea's p rophecies. 

Modern Application of the Teachings of Hosea 
(Sections A-C) 

The message of Hosea may be l i kened to the story of 
a Latter-day Sai nt who was born in the covenant and 
raised i n  the C h u rch .  Every opportun ity was g iven to the 
i nd iv idual to receive the b less ings  of the gospe l .  In h is 
youth ,  however ,  he  was in f l uenced by a crowd that led 
h im away from the Chu rch and the gospel .  He  forsook 
his covenants and marr ied outs ide the Chu rch .  After 
years of being estranged from the Church ,  he repented 
fu l ly ,  was reactivated , and renewed his gospel  
covenants. 

Ask the students how many t imes they have heard of 
o r  seen such a person who,  after many years of 
separation from the Chu rc h ,  has retu rned to i t .  The 
message of the Lord th roug h  Hosea to I s rael was that 
even though I srae l had forsaken God , t rue repentance 
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(Hosea 1 : 2 ) .  Gomer bore him th ree ch i l d ren ,  whose 
names symbol ized I s rae l 's  condi t ion and futu re.  Read 
Hosea 1 and write on the chal kboard the names of the 
th ree ch i l d ren and the i r  defi n i t ions (see Re l ig ion 302 
student manual , 1 0-6) . 

Point out that the book of Hosea is metaphor ical . 
Hosea, the wr i ter ,  rep resents the Lord ; Gomer ,  the wife, 
symbol izes I s rael . The ad u l te ry is  I s rae l 's tu rn ing from 
the covenant with God to seek the p leasu res and 
ent icements of other nat ions and their gods. In th is  way , 
I s rael b roke her  covenant with God , and so the Lord 
d ivorced h imse l f  from I s rae l .  This d ivorce was 
accomp l ished in 72 1 B . C .  when the ten tr ibes were taken 
captive by the Assyr ians .  The book of Hosea also 
fo rete l l s  the restoration of the covenant and the retu rn of 
I s rael to a chosen status i n  the latter days . 

Conc l ude  by read ing 2 Neph i  6: 1 1 - 1 2 , i n  which 
Jacob taught  that "the  Lord God wi l l  fu l f i l l  h i s  covenants 
wh ich he has made u nto his ch i l d ren"  (v .  1 2) .  But the 
Lord can not do that unt i l  his c h i l d ren are ready and 
worthy .  Centur ies of be ing cast off and forsaken by the 
Lord wi l l  humb le  I s rael and cause her once again to 
seek the Lord . As i t  is with nat ions ,  so it is with 
i nd iv idua ls :  the Lord stands  ready to take them back 
whenever they s ign ify by the i r repentance the i r  s i ncere 
des i re to retu rn  to the Lord and do the works of 
r ighteousness .  The accom panying chal kboard d iag ram 
cou l d  be used to i l l u st rate the concepts you p resent .  

b less ings of obed ience given 

� 
covenant covenant renewed 

\ recon�ion 

. � 
s i n  repentance 

� ? 
cast off 

wou l d  enab le her  to be restored to her  former covenant 
re lat ionsh ip  with h i m .  

U s e  excerpts from E l d e r  Poe lman 's  tal k i n  t h e  Apr i l  
1 982 general conference to he lp you teach th is concept 
(see Ensign , May 1 982 ,  p p .  27-29 ) .  He lp  students 
understand God 's  g reat love and mercy. In teach ing 
th i s  l esson , however, do not  l eave the imp l ication that a l l  
wi l l  be we l l  for the person who forsakes the  Chu rch with 
the i dea that he  can eas i ly  retu rn .  Th rough  years of 
i nactivity he may lose b less ings that may never be 
recovered (fami ly ,  opportu n i t ies ,  and so on) .  He must 
go th rough g reat suffer ing between s in and 
reconc i l i at ion with God , and there is  always the 
poss ib i l ity that a person who s ins g rievous ly wi l l  lose the 
des i re to repent and wi l l  not retu rn at al l ,  even though 
the Lord sti l l  l oves h im and des i res to receive h im back .  



M ICAH; 2 KINGS 1 4-20 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Micah 1 -3. Micah Denounced the Wickedness of 
Samaria and Jerusalem and Prophesied of 
Punishments That Would Come upon Them 
1 .  He prophesied that the Lord wou ld  come i n  

j udg ment and  destroy t he  wicked (see M icah 1 ) . 
2. M icah warned of destruct ion of the g reedy and 

covetous I s rae l i tes who rejected the counsel of 
the prophets (see M icah 2 ) .  

3 .  He i nd icted oppressive leaders and  h i re l i ng  
p rophets who were lead i ng  the peop le to 
destruct ion (see M i cah 3) .  

B. Micah 4-5. Micah Prophesied of Great Blessings 
That Would Come to Israel in  Later Times 
1 .  M icah p rophesied that the Lord 's house wou ld 

be bu i l t  and that the nat ions wou ld gather to i t  
(see M icah 4 : 1 -2) .  

2 .  M icah p rophesied of the m i l l enn ia l  era o f  peace 
in  wh ich the Lord wou ld  reign  over his people 
(see M icah 4 :3-7) .  

3. M icah p rophesied of  the redem ption of  I s rael 
when the Lord wou ld g ive them domin ion over a l l  
the i r  enemies (see M icah 4 :8- 1 3) . 

4. M icah p ro phesied of the b i rth of the Messiah i n  
Beth lehem and o f  t h e  Messiah 's al l owing Is rael 
to suffer t r i bu lat ions unt i l they receive him in  the 
last days (see M icah 5 : 1 -4) .  

5 .  M icah p rophesied that t h e  remnant o f  Jacob 
wou ld t r i umph over the Gent i les i n  the last days 
(see M icah 5 :5- 1 5) .  

C. Micah 6-7. The Lord Reprimanded His People for 
Their Ingratitude, Yet He Said He Would Pardon 
Their In iquities When They Repented 
1 .  The people l acked g rati tude for the i r  b less ings 

and were to ld of  the conseq uences of  s in  and 
how they must repent (see M icah 6). 

2 .  Despite I s rael ' s  rebe l l i on ,  the Lord said that in 
the last days he wou l d  pardon her and fu l f i l l  h i s  
covenants w i th  her (see M icah 7 ) .  

D.  2 Kings 1 4-1 7. The Captivity of  Israel Was 
Precipitated by Many Wicked Kings 
1 .  Th ree k ings of Ju dah d i d  r ig ht before God,  

though not wi th perfect hearts ,  but I s rae l 's  k ings 
re igned i n  g ross wicked ness (see 2 K ings 1 4-
1 5) .  

2 .  K i n g  Ahaz of Ju dah walked i n  t h e  ways of the evi l 
ki ngs  of I s rael and changed the manner of 
worsh ip  to show homage to Assyria (see 2 K ings 
1 6 ; 2 C h ron ic les 28) . 

3. Because of the i r ext reme wickedness,  I s rael was 
carr ied away captive i nto Assyria (see 2 K ings 
1 7 : 1 -23 ) .  

4 .  The  k ing o f  Assyria rep laced the  transported 
I s rael i tes with a peop le who worsh i ped both 
Jehovah and the fal se gods of Assyr ia (see 2 
K ings 1 7 :24-4 1 ) .  

37 

SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 1 1 - 1  th rough  1 1 -8 .  
O&C 1 33 :40-44. What wi l l  be the resu l t  of the Lord ' s  

retu rn  i n  power and  g lo ry? (see O&C 49 :23) . 
John 1 0 : 1 - 1 5 . Why shou ld we fo l l ow the Lord and h is  

prophets rather than the h i re l i ng  p rophets of  the 
wor ld ?  

2 Neph i  26 :29 .  What i s  pr iestc raft? (see also O&C 33:4) .  

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 0-6 ;  1 1 -9 th roug h  1 1 - 1 2 . 
I saiah 2 : 1 -5 .  I saiah also prophesied of the gather ing to 

the Lord ' s  house i n  the last days. 
John 7 :4 1 -42 . Where did some of the Jews of Jesus'  

t ime fee l the Messiah wou ld  be born? 
3 Nephi 2 1 : 1 2-29. What teach ings of the Savior he lp us 

u n derstand the fu lf i l lment of M icah 's words? (see 
M icah 5 :8- 1 5 ;  3 Neph i  20: 1 6- 1 9 ;  O&C 87 :5 ) .  

OS,  2 : 248-50 . Who are the remnant of Jacob? 
TPJS ,  p .  308 . Why do the Lord 's peop le  gather in the 

l ast days? 

Re l ig ion 302 stu dent manual , 1 1 - 1 3 th roug h 1 1 - 1 7 . 
Frank l i n  D .  R ichard s ,  i n  CR ,  Apr .  1 970,  pp .  1 1 - 1 4 . How 

do we do j ust ly .  love mercy, and walk humb ly? (see 
M icah 6 :8 ;  D&C 1 1  : 1 2) .  

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , A- 1 through A-3 ;  0-1 
th rough  0-7 ;  1 2- 1  th rou g h  1 2- 1 9 .  

Re l ig ion 301 -2 i nstructor 's g u ide ,  Appendix A,  5 1 -59 . 
1 K ings  1 4 : 1 5 . The prophet Ahi jah p rophesied of the 

capt iv i ty of I s rae l .  
Amos 7 : 1 7 . Amos prophesied of I s rael ' s  captivity. 
1 Neph i  22 :3-5. What did Neph i  say about the scatter ing 

of I s rael? 
Deuteronomy 28:25, 37,  64 . What did Moses prophesy 

about the scatter i ng  of I s rael? 
OS ,  1 :  1 65 .  Why was I s rael scattered? 
AF, pp. 325-26. What eventua l ly  happened to the lost 

tr i bes? 
McConkie ,  Bruce R .  Mormon Doctrine ,  pp. 455-58 . 

Observat ions and apocrypha l  writ i ngs  about the 
jou rneys and retu rn  of  the l ost tr ibes of  I s rae l are 
d iscussed . 
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E. 2 Kings 1 8-20. King Hezekiah Reigned 
Righteously in  Judah 
1 .  H ezekiah tu rned to the Lord to a g reater extent 

than d i d  al l the ki ngs  of Judah ,  and the Lord was 
with h i m  (see 2 Kings 1 8 : 1 -8 ;  I saiah 38:3) .  

2 .  King Sennacher ib  of Assyria overran I s rael ,  
i nvaded Judah ,  and tr ied t o  in tim idate Jerusalem 
to su rrender  (see 2 Kings 1 8:9-37;  1 9 : 8- 1 3 ;  
I sa iah 36; 37 : 8-1 3 ) .  

3. H ezekiah sent  messengers to  I saiah and sought 
the help of the Lord i n  p rayer  (see 2 Kings 1 9 : 1 -5 ,  
1 4-1 9 ;  I saiah 37 : 1 -5 , 1 4-20) . 

4. I saiah prophesied the destruct ion of the 
Assyrians and the d eath of Sennacheri b ;  both 
p rophec ies were fu l f i l led (see 2 Kings 1 9 :6-7 , 20-
37; I sa iah 37 :6-7 ,  2 1 -38) . 

5 .  Despite be ing appoi nted u nto death ,  Hezekiah 
p l eaded with the Lord , and his l ife was 
m i racu l ous ly  l engthened by fifteen years (see 2 
Kings 20 :  1 - 1 1 ;  I saiah 38). 

6. H ezekiah showed messengers from Babylon his 
treasures ,  and I saiah prophesied of Judah 's  
captivity i n  Babylon (see 2 Kings 20:  1 2-2 1 ; I saiah 
39) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scr iptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

Scattering of Israel (Sections A ;  CoD) 
Discuss the fol lowi ng q uestions with the c lass:  
1 .  What d id Moses p rophesy about the scatte ri ng of 

the house of I s rae l ?  (see Deuteronomy 28:25 , 37 , 64) .  
2 .  W h y  was t h e  house o f  I s rael scattered? (M icah 

1 : 6-7; 2: 1 -3 ,  9 ;  3 :8-1 1 ;  Joseph F ie ld ing  Smith , Doctrines 
of Salvation ,  1 :  1 65) .  

3 .  Who took the ki ngdom of I s rael captive? (see 2 
Kings 1 5 :29 ;  1 7 :6-1 3 ,  20 ,  23) . G ive you r  students some 
backg round  i nformat ion on the Assyrian emp i re (see 0-
1 th roug h  0-7 and the B ib le  d i ct ionary) . 

4. Why wasn ' t  the ki ngdom of J udah taken captive 
when the ki ngdom of I s rael was? (see 2 Kings 1 8- 1 9).  
Use transparenc ies 23 and 24 to show that the ki ngs of 
I s rael had been a lmost whol ly evi l ,  whereas some of the 

Israel Wil l Be Blessed in  the Latter Days (Section B) 
The restorat ion of I s rael  in the last days i s  a recu rri ng 

theme i n  the Old Testament .  Review lessons 39; 42-43 ; 

The Lord Supports Those Who Seek Him (Sections 
D-E) 

Hezekiah 's  appeal  to the Lord when Jerusalem was 
th reatened with d estruct ion by the Assyrians i s  an 
excel l ent  examp le  of fai th . The resu lts of Hezekiah 's  
appeal  show that the Lord wi l l  support those who t rust  i n  
h i m .  Review the story with students.  Point ou t  the 
contrast between  2 Kings 1 8 :33-35 and 2 Chron ic les 
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B ib le  d i ct ionary , s .v .  "Assyria . "  A b rief overview is g iven 
of Assyrian h i story and its re lat ionsh ip  to the 
I s rae l i tes . 

Re l ig ion  302 student manual , 1 2-20 through 1 2-34. 
Re l ig ion  301 -2 instructor 's gu ide ,  Appendix A ,  60-66. 
2 Chron ic les 32: 7-8 .  Why d i d  Hezekiah have no reason 

to fear the Assyr ians ,  despite the i r  g reat strength? 
(see a lso Psalms 20 :7 ;  44:5-6) . 

D&C 42:48 .  I s  there a t ime appointed for i nd iv idua ls  to 
d ie? (see a lso Eccles iastes 3 : 1 -2 ) .  

Spencer W. K imbal l ,  Faith Precedes the Miracle , pp .  
1 03-5. Th i s  refe rence comments on t he  ph rase "there 
i s  a t ime to d i e , "  and g ives a mode rn-day exam ple of 
one whose l i fe was extended by the Lord . 

you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r  students .  

ki ngs  of Judah had soug ht the Lord . The corrupt ion of 
Judah was therefore more s low .  

5 .  What a re  the posit ive effects o f  I s rael ' s  be ing 
scattered? " ' I f  a com p lete h i story of the house of I s rael 
were written ,  i t  wou ld  be the h i story of h istor ies ,  the key 
of the wor ld ' s  h i story for the past twenty centu r ies'  
(Compendium,  p .  85) and more,  for I s rael has been 
scattered among a l l  the nations of the earth and has 
acted as a l eaven ing  and en l i ghten ing in f luence 
wherever her  scattered remnants have found  
lodgement" (Mormon Doctrine ,  p .  678) .  

6. What futu re b less ings have been  p rophesied for 
the house of I s rae l? (see Deuteronomy 30: 1 - 1 0 ; Amos 
9 :8-1 5 ;  M icah 4-5; D&C 1 33 : 26-34) .  

4 7 ;  4 9  before you dec ide where or  how t o  teach th is  
lesson .  

32 :7-8 .  Only faith i n  the t rue  and l iv ing God can save 
anyone .  

Th is  p ri nc ip le  a lso app l ies i n  ou r  age .  Discuss the 
effects that tu rn ing from the Lord has on a nation .  
Contrast the captivity o f  I s rael w i th  the p reservat ion of 
Judah under  H ezekiah to show that the Lord wi l l  support 
those who fo l low and trust in h i m  and that he  wi l l  not 
support those who reject h i m .  



ISAIAH 1 - 1 2  

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Isaiah 1 ;  2 :6-22; 3 : 1 -4 : 1 ; 5 : 1 -25 ; 6:9-1 3. The 
Warning Voice Was G iven to Sinful and Apostate 
Judah 
1 .  Judg ments and scatter i ng were p rophesied for 

Judah because of apostasy (see I saiah 1 ;  3 1 -
1 5 ; 5 : 1 -25 ; 6 :9- 1 3) .  

2 .  Before the Lord 's second com ing ,  judg ments wi l l  
come against t h e  wicked (see I saiah 2 :6-22 ) .  

3 .  World l i ness and  vai n fash ions were condemned 
(see I saiah 3 : 1 6-24 ) .  

4 .  I saiah p rophes ied that t he  num bers o f  I s rael ' s  
men wou ld  be d im i n ished through war (see 
I saiah 3 :25-26; 4 : 1 ) .  

B .  Isaiah 2 : 1 -5 ;  4:2-6 ; 5:26-30; 1 1 -1 2. Isaiah 
Prophesied That the Zion of the Latter Days 
Would Be Establ ished Before the Mi l lennial Day 
1 .  The gather ing of I s rael was descri bed (see 

I saiah 5 :26-30 ; 1 1 :  1 1 - 1 6) .  
2 .  Chosen vesse ls wou l d  carry forth the cause of 

Z ion (see I saiah 1 1 : 1 -5 ,  1 0) 
3 .  The New Jerusalem and Jerusalem were foretold  

to be the centers of the latte r-day work of  Zion 
(see I sa iah 2 : 1 -3) .  

4 .  The p repari ng  and the bu i l d i ng  of Zion were 
revealed (see I saiah 4 :2-6:  1 2 : 1 -6) .  

5 .  The M i l l enn ium was descr ibed i n  part (see I saiah 
2 :4-5 ;  1 1  : 6-9) . 

C. Isaiah 6:1 -9 .  The Vision and Cal l  of the Prophet 
Isaiah Were Recorded 
1 .  I saiah saw the Lord in g lo ry (see I saiah 6: 1 ) . 
2. I sai ah saw a v is ion of seraph im and received a 

forgiveness of h is  s i ns ,  wh ich was symbol ized by 
the seraph im 's  m in i st ration  to h im  (see I saiah 
6 :2-7) . 

3. The p rophet I saiah accepted the cal l to m in ister 
to his peop le (see I saiah 6 :8-9) . 

D. Isaiah 7-9. Foreign Nations Threatened Judah 
and Syria 
1 .  A p rophet ic  warn i ng  was g iven against the 

nat ions of I s rael and Syria (see I saiah 7 1 -9 ;  8 :9-
1 7 , 1 9-22; 9 : 8-2 1 ) .  

2 .  The  p romise o f  the Messiah through t he  l i neage 
of J udah was a s ign  of the p rotection prom ised 
to Judah (see I saiah 7: 1 0- 1 6 ; 9: 1 -7 ) .  

3 .  I saiah and h is  sons were witnesses agai nst 
J udah and the wicked (see I saiah 8 :  1 -4 ,  1 8) .  
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion  302 student manua l ,  1 3- 1  through 1 3-9; 1 3- 1 3  
th roug h  1 3-23;  1 3-27 th roug h  1 3-28 ; 1 3-37 th roug h  
1 3-38 . E- 1 th rough  E- 1 2 and F- 1 through  F-3 cou ld  be 
used p rofitab ly  throughout you r study of the book of 
I saiah . 

Because so many verses i n  I saiah were changed i n  
Joseph Smi th 's  trans lat ion of the B ib le ,  i t  is  not 
pract ical  to l i st them with the content out l i ne .  I nstead , 
Joseph Smith Trans lat ion refe rences for the book of 
Isa iah are l i sted with the supp lementary study 
sou rces . 

JST. I saiah 1 : 1 6 ; 2 :6 ,  9- 1 6 , 1 9-21 ; 3 : 1 , 4 , 6- 1 5 . 1 8 , 24,  
26 ;  4 :  1 -3 ,  5 ;  5 :  1 , 4-5, 8-9,  1 1 ,  2 1 -22; 6 :9- 1 3 .  Joseph 
Smith corrected these passag es. 

2 Nephi 25 :9- 1 0 .  Why have destruct ions come u pon the 
Jews? 

2 Neph i  28 : 1 6 . When are the Lord ' s  j udgments v is i ted 
upon a people? 

Re l ig ion  302 stu dent manual , 1 3- 1 0 th rough 1 3- 1 2 ;  1 3-
24 th rough 1 3-26; 1 3-29 th rough  1 3-30; 1 3-57 
th roug h 1 3-66. 

JST, I saiah 2 : 2 ,  5 ;  4 :  1 -3 ,  5 5 :28-30. Joseph Smith 
corrected these passages.  

2 Nephi  25 : 1 5- 1 8 .  When wi l l  the Jews be restored "from 
the i r lost and fal len  state"? (v .  1 8) .  

JS-H 1 :40 .  What d id  Moron i  te l l  Joseph Smith about 
the fu l f i l lment of I sa iah 1 1 ? 

O&C 1 1 3 : 1 -6 .  Who are the stem,  root , and rod of Jesse? 
O&C 1 1 5 5-6 . What is to be an ens ign or standard to the 

nat ions in this d ispensat ion? 
OS,  3 :66-72 .  The two wor ld capi ta ls I saiah saw are 

d i scussed . 
LeG rand R ichards ,  i n  C R ,  Apr .  1 977 ,  p .  9 1 . How is  

I saiah 's  p rophecy real ized i n  the wor ld headquarters 
of the Chu rch in Salt Lake Ci ty? 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 1 3-3 1 through 1 3-36. 
JST, I sa iah 6 :9 .  Joseph Smith corrected this passage. 
O&C 1 1 0 : 1 - 1 0 . Note the s im i la r i t ies between th is 

v is ionary exper ience and I saiah ' s .  
2 Neph i  1 1  : 2 -3 ;  25 :  1 -9 .  Why d id  Neph i  quote I saiah? 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 1 3-39 through 1 3-55. 
JST. I saiah 7 : 6 , 1 4- 1 5 . 23 ;  8 : 1 ,  4 , 1 9 , 20:  9 : 1 , 3 , 7 , 8 , 1 7 . 

Joseph Smith corrected these passages. 
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4. Warn ing  was g iven of the impend ing Assyrian 
i nvas ion of Syr ia and Judah and of the 
accompanying j udgments (see I saiah 7 1 7-25 ; 
8 :5-9) .  

E. Isaiah 1 0. The Destruction of Assyria (a Type of 
the Wicked) Was Prophesied, and the 
Preservation of a Remnant of Israel Was 
Promised 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing  in the 
scr iptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 
you feel w i l l  be the most he l pfu l to you r  students. 

The instructor 's gu i de  fo l l ows the chronological  
approach to the book of I saiah u sed i n  the student 
man ua l . S i nce th is  organizat ion somet imes separates 
re lated m ater ia l , you may wish to d raw from a l l  parts of 

Understanding the Writings of Isaiah (Sections A-E) 
Use the Re l ig ion  302 student manual , En richment E, 

to assist the students to p repare to study the writ ings of 

The Voice of Warning (Section A) 
Ask the students to compare I saiah 1 with Doctri ne 

Historical Background for the Writings of Isaiah 
(Sections A-E) 

Enr ichment F in the Re l ig ion 302 student manual  

Prophecies of Isaiah (Sections A-E) 
There are th ree s ign if icant themes in th is  portion of 

I sa iah 's wr i t ings .  
Zion t o  b e  redeemed (see Isaiah 1 :27; 2 : 1 -25) . 

Discuss with the students I sa iah 's knowing that I s rael 
and Judah wou l d  be scattered and the Lord ' s  p rom ise 
that they wou l d  be gathered and redeemed (see 2 
Neph i  25: 1 - 1 8) .  

Read I sa iah 2 :  1 -5 .  Ask the students whether th is 
p rophecy has been fu l f i l l ed i n  our day.  I t  wi l l  not be 
comp lete ly fu l f i l led unt i l  after  the redempt ion of I s rael 
and the estab l i shment of Zion in M issou ri . 

Two g reat messianic prophecies (see Isaiah 7 : 1 4 ;  
9 :6-7) . I nd icate t o  t h e  students that these two 
prophecies were g iven at the t ime of the Syro­
Ephra im ite  War, about 734 B.C .  (see Re l ig ion 302 
student manual , 1 3-39 ) .  

J udah was to ld  not to t rust i n  fore ign  a l l i ances bu t  to 
t rust in the Lord , for a l l iances wou ld  come to naught 
(see I saiah 8 :9- 1 2 ) .  Judah 's  fear was to be of the Lord 
(see I saiah 8 : 1 3- 1 4 ) .  K ing Ahaz was g iven a s ign that 
Judah wou ld  be p reserved : I m manuel  ("God with us")  
wou l d  be born i n  Judah after  the k ings of I s rael  and 
Syr ia had been deposed . 
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Re l ig ion 302 student manua l , 1 3-56. 
JST, I sa iah 1 0 : 7 ,  1 0- 1 1 ,  1 3 , 2 1 . Joseph Smith corrected 

these passages .  

I sa iah to teach su bjects that are found th roughout  h is  
work .  Therefo re, before you beg i n  teach ing the book of 
Isa iah , review the scr i ptu re content out l i nes of l essons 
38 th roug h  43 .  Combine concepts from these lessons if 
you feel that wi l l  enab le you to teach the book of I saiah 
more effective ly .  

I sa iah . Out l i ne ,  d i scuss .  and g ive examples of  each of 
the pr inc ip les  suggested for d i scuss ion .  

and Covenants 1 .  Out l i ne  the s im i lar i t ies between the i r  
messages . 

overviews the h istor ica l  sett ing and the condit ions that 
faced I sa iah i n  h i s  day. Review th is  mater ia l  with the 
stud ents to he lp  them understand I saiah 's  wr i t i ngs .  

The f i rst Assyr ian i nvas ion was i n  734 B C ,  i n  northern 
I s rae l ,  o r  Ga l i lee ,  the land of Zebu l u n  and Naphtal i (see 
I saiah 9 : 1 -2 ;  Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 1 3-52) .  To 
th is  land was to come the Messiah , who wou ld  i nherit 
the t h rone of Dav id (see I saiah 9 :6-7 ) .  The M essiah 
wou l d  br ing " g reat l i g ht" to the peop le of Ga l i lee who 
wal ked in da rkness ( I saiah 9 :2 ) .  Point out that most of 
Jesus '  th ree-year m i n i stry was i n  Ga l i lee .  

Before the Mess iah appeared i n  mortal ity ,  the nat ions 
of Babylon and Assyr ia ,  whom the Lord used as the 
" rod of [h is) anger" ( I saiah 1 0 :5 ) ,  woul d  be destroyed .  A 
remnant of I s rael wou l d  be spared and retu rned to the 
land (see I saiah 1 0) .  

Restoration of I srael through the cal l ing of Joseph 
Smith . Point out that I saiah 1 1  is a very s ign if icant 
chapter of the Old Testament .  Moron i  quoted it to 
Joseph Smith before the P rophet received the p lates 
from which the Book of Mormon was translated (see 
JS-H , 1 :40) . Review the interp retat ion of th is  chapter 
contained in the Re l ig ion  302 student manual , 1 3-57 
th rough  1 3-64 . 

. 
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ISAIAH 1 3-23 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Isaiah 1 3; 1 4 :4-32 ; 1 5-1 7; 1 9 : 1 -1 7; 20-21 ; 22 :1 -1 9 ;  
23. Isaiah Prophesied of  the Judgments of  God 
That Would Overtake the Wicked 
1 .  I sa iah s poke of j udg ments on Assyr ia ,  Babylon ,  

and othe r  n at ions  as types of the j udg ments that 
wou ld  befal l the w icked i n  the latter days (see 
I sa iah 1 3 ; 1 4 :4- 1 1 ;  2 1 ; JST, I saiah 1 3 :2-5, 1 5 , 22 ; 
1 4 : 2-4, 32 ) . 

2 .  Luc i fer 's fal l f rom heaven and h is  u lt imate 
overth row were descr ibed as a type of Babylon 's  
fal l (see I sa iah 1 4 : 1 2-28 ) . 

3 .  God 's  j udg ments were p ronounced on ancient 
Ph i l is t ia and Moab (see I sa iah 1 4 : 29-32 ; 1 5- 1 6 :  
JST .  I sa iah 1 6 : 6) . 

4 .  Syr ia and [ s rael (Ephra im)  wou ld  be conquered 
by Assyr ia ,  yet al l nat ions who despoi led I s rael 
wou ld  a lso be [aid [ ow (see I saiah 1 7) . 

5 .  Egypt was warned of com ing  Judg ments (see 
I sa iah 1 9 : 1 - 1 7 ; 20) . 

6 .  The wicked i n  Judah ,  part icu l ar [y i n  Jerusalem, 
were warned that they wou ld  be trodden down 
and taken captive (see I sa iah 22 : 1 - 1 9) . 

7 .  I sa iah pronounced j udgments on Phoen ic ia ,  or  
Tyre (see I sa iah 23;  JST ,  I sa iah 23 : 1 0) 

B. Isaiah 1 4: 1 -3 ;  1 8 ;  1 9 : 1 8-25 ; 22 :20-25. Isaiah 
Spoke of Events of the Latter Days 
1 .  The gospel  ens ign  wou ld  be raised in the latter 

d ays, and [ s rael wou ld  be gathered to Mount 
Z ion (see I sa iah 1 8) . 

2 .  I s rael wou l d  be jo i ned by i n d iv idua ls from other 
nations ,  f ind rest in  the i r  own lands ,  and ru le  over 
the i r former oppressors (see Isa iah 1 4 : 1 -3 ) . 

3. Judah wou l d  return  to the Lord and be jo i ned by 
Egypt and Assyr ia (see Isa iah 1 9 : 1 8-25) . 

4 .  The Mess iah wou ld  appear, receive the key to 
the house of David ,  and stan d  as a na i l  i n  a su re 
p lace (see I sa iah 22 :20-25 ) . 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teac h everyth i ng  in the 
scr iptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

The Judgments of God upon the World (Sections 
A-B) 

Why do the j udgments of God fal l upon man? Who is 
real ly  respons ib le  for them? Write the word burden on 
the board and ask for a def in i t ion . Poi nt out that in these 
c hapters the j udg ments pronounced on each of the 
n at ions i s  a b u rden . M uch  of the p ronouncement of 
these bu rdens was i n  symbo l i sm ,  as i s  common in 
I sa iah 's wr i t i ngs .  I saiah 1 3 : 1 9-22 speaks of the eventual 
destructio n  of Baby lon , the ancient c ity once bel i eved 
by many to be i ndestruct ib le  and the most beaut i fu l  i n  
the anc ient  worl d :  
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUOY SOURCES 

Re l i g ion 302 student manua l ,  1 4- 1  t h rough 1 4- 1 1 ;  1 4- 1 3 
t h rough  1 4-23 ; 1 4-26 t h rough  1 4-29; 1 4-3 1 th rough 
1 4-39 ; 1 4-4 1 t h rough 1 4-45. 

Amos 1 -2 .  The p rophet Amos p ronounced judg ments 
upon the w icked nat ions that su r rounded [ s rael  (see 
also Je remiah 46-5 1 ) . 

Moses 4 :  1 -4 .  Why was Luci fer cast out of heaven?  (see 
a lso D&C 29 :36-37 ;  Jude  1 :6; Reve [at ion 1 2 : 7-9 ) . 

D&C 76: 25-29 . What was revealed to the Prophet 
Joseph Smith about Lucifer and his status among 
God 's  sp i r i t  ch i l d ren?  

2 Neph i  2 : 1 7- 1 8 , 27 .  Havin g  become a devi l ,  Lucifer 
now seeks what? 

D&C 76:44-48. What is known of the dest iny of Lucifer 
and those who become his sons? (see also D&C 
29 :28-29 ; Reve[at ion 20: 1 0) . 

TPJS ,  p .  27 1 . Why are the j udg ments of God v is ited 
u pon the wor ld?  

OS,  3 :3-4. What a lways p recedes the judgments of 
God? 

Re l ig ion  302 student  manual , 1 4- 1 2 ;  1 4-24 th rough 1 4-
25 ;  1 4-30; 1 4-40. 

I sa iah 60:  1 - 1 1 .  I saiah prophesied that Gent i l es wou ld  
jo i n with the house o f  I s rael i n  t he  last days (see a lso 
I sa iah 56:6-8) . 

Lu ke 1 : 30-33 . What d i d  the ange l  te l l  Mary about Jesus 
and the th rone of D av id? 

2 Neph i  24: 1 -3 .  Quotat ions from the brass p lates g ive 
i ns i ght i nto I sa iah 1 4 : 1 -3 .  

OS,  3 :254-56. What i s  the  ens ig n of the  l atte r  days, and 
how d oes the wor ld  come to know of it? 

TPJ S ,  p. 1 7 . Where w i l l  Judah retu rn  as part of he r  
restorat ion i n  the l atter d ays? (see a lso  OS ,  3 : 67-68) . 

B ruce R .  McConk ie ,  Mormon Ooctrine, p. 409. What i s  
the " key of the  house  o f  David "?  ( I sa iah 22 :22 ;  see 
also Reve [at ion 3 : 7 ) . 

you feel wi l l  be the most he [pfu l  to you r  students .  

1 .  Babylon ' s  beauty wou ld  per ish as d id Sodom and 
Gomorrah 's  (see v .  1 9 ) . 

2 .  Babylon wou ld  n ever be rebu i lt or i nhab ited again 
(see v .  20) . 

3. On ly  wi l d  beasts wou ld  thenceforth l ive there (see 
v. 2 1 -22 ) . 

Each of these p red ict ions was fu l f i [ [ed l iteral ly .  
Baby [on was dest royed and  n ever rebu i l t .  Today, 
Baby[on is a d esert ;  the g reat heaps of sand that cover 
it m ay be of i nterest to archaeo log ists ,  but that is about 
al l .  Only wi ld an imal s  can be found in the area today. I t  
i s  n o  wonder  that the prophets adopted Baby[on as a 
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symbol of the wicked and i ts fal l as a symbol of what 
wou ld  eventua l l y  befa l l  the wicked (see Je remiah 5 1  :36-
49; Revelat ion 1 8 : 1 - 1 0 , 20-2 1 ; D&C 1 33 : 1 -7 . 1 4) .  As 
ancient Babylon was d estroyed and never reb u i lt .  so 
wi l l  be  destroyed a l l  who f i ght agai nst the Lord (see 
D&C 64 : 24 :  1 Neph i  22 :23) . 

I sa iah was a p rophet very g i fted i n  the use of verbal 
imag e ry .  He  often u sed one thing to represent 
another-his  representat ion of ancient Babylon as a 
type of a l l  wickedness ,  part icu lar ly of the latte r days ,  is a 
good examp le .  I sa iah used Luci fer 's  fal l f rom heaven 
and his f i na l  overth row to represent the fal l of Babylon 
(see I sa iah 1 4 : 4-27) D iscuss the paral le l  between 
Luci fer 's fal l  and the fal l  of a l l  who heed h im .  

Read I sa iah 1 7 :4-1 1 and  note that I saiah prophesied 
that J acob 's  g lo ry wou l d  depart and ,  l i ke Babylon , 
Jacob too wou l d  receive her  share of j udgments fo r her 
i n i qu it ies .  Then po int  out  the fol lowin g :  

1 .  I s rae l  i s  l i kened t o  a garden i n  wh ich a man p lants 
but reaps only a few ears of corn or  g l eans only few 
g rapes from h i s  vines (see I sa iah 1 7 : 4-6) .  

2 .  I s rae l  wou ld  be i n  need of help and f ind none. 
They wou ld  see that the g roves and al tars of the fa lse 
gods they trusted in wou ld  not have power to de l iver 

Israel ,  Scattered and Peeled, Shal l  Be Restored 
(Section B) 

I s rael was scattered and peeled because she had 
forsaken and forgotten her  God . But Isaiah made i t  p la in  
that the d ay wou l d  come when I s rael wou ld  be gathered 
and resto red to favor with the Lord . Those who were 
respons ib le  for I s rae l ' s  scatter ing wou ld  themselves see 
d i stress and much  remorse. Read I saiah 1 7 :9- 1 4 .  Here 
I s rael  was dep icted as a "forsaken bough"  (v .  9) and "a  
heap i n  the d ay of g rief  and of  desperate sorrow" (v. 
1 1 ) , but she was p romised that her  adversar ies wou ld  
be removed . The nat ions who rushed against I s rael " l i ke 
the rush ing of m ig hty waters" (v .  1 3) wou ld  stand 
rebuked of God " l i ke a rol l i ng  th ing  before the 
wh i r lwi nd"  (v. 1 3) .  Those that had despoi led and 
robbed her wou ld  themse lves be rendered destitute 
before the Lord . Refe r a lso to I saiah 1 4 : 1 -3 where i t  is 
made c lea r  that I s rael wou l d  one day r ise above her  
opp ressors (see a lso 2 Neph i  24 : 1 -3 ) .  

Review I sa iah 1 8 . Th is  short chapter speaks of 
I s rae l ' s  restorat ion as  the people o f  the Lord : 
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them (see I sa iah 1 7 : 7-8) . 
3 .  I srae l ' s  c i t ies wou ld  resemb le  a bough on a t ree 

that has been forsaken ,  or  remai ned uncu lt ivated , and 
is therefore d eso late ,  unf ru i tf u l ,  and unp roductive (see 
I saiah 1 7 :9 ) .  

4 .  I s rae l ' s  harvest of sorrow wou l d  be the  resu l t  of 
the i r forgett i ng  God (see I saiah 1 7 1 0- 1 1 ) . 

Th is  p rophecy was fu l f i l l ed i n  the captivity and 
scatteri ngs  of I s rae l .  A better descr ipt ion cou ld  hard ly 
be found  of the land of Palest i ne  throughout the 
centu r ies afte r  I sa iah 's  t ime .  The land and its people 
produced ne i ther  sp i r i tua l l y  nor phys ica l ly .  On ly now, as 
the J ews are gather ing f rom among the nat ions ,  is the 
land once ag ain becom ing f ru i tf u l .  When the Jews 
beg i n  to be l ieve in Jesus Chr ist as the i r Lord and Savior ,  
sp i r i tua l i ty sha l l  a lso inc rease fo r I s rael once aga in .  
Review 2 Neph i  8 : 9-25. The bitter c u p  of tremb l i ng ,  
wh ich  the Jews have been  compel led by the i r s ins  to 
d ri n k  for generat ions ,  sha l l  be removed . Jerusalem sha l l  
stand up  and awake and put  on  the beautifu l  garments 
with wh ich God p roposed ancient ly to c lothe her. She 
wi l l  also l oose hersel f  from the bands  around her neck 
(see D&C 1 1 3 : 7- 1 0 ) .  

1 .  Ambassado rs and swift messengers wou ld  
approach I s rael "scatte red and  peeled . . .  and  t rodden 
down" ( I sa iah 1 8 :2 ) .  

2 .  By  means of these messengers God wou ld  l i ft an  
"ens ign  on the mountains" (v .  3 ) .  He  wou ld  b low a 
t rum pet , wh ich  the peop le  are to ld to hear (see a lso 
I sa iah 1 1  : 1 1 - 1 2 ) .  

3 .  "Li ke a c l o u d  o f  d e w  i n  t h e  heat o f  harvest" ( I saiah 
1 8 :4 ) ,  o r  a pruner  who prepares the g rape v ine for 
g reate r g rowth ,  the Lord wou l d  prepare h is  people to 
br ing forth fru i t  and separate the unp roduct ive from 
them (see vv. 4-6 ) .  

4 .  "A people scattered and  peeled , "  h itherto 
"trodden under  foot, whose land the r ivers have 
spo i led , "  wou ld  come "to the p lace of the name of the 
Lord of hosts ,  the mount Z ion"  (v. 7 ) .  

Use Presi dent Joseph F ie l d i ng  Sm i th ' s  commentary 
in Doctrines of Salvation, 3 : 254-55, to teach of the ro l e  
t h e  Latter-day Saints are to have i n  t h e  resto rat ion o f  the 
house of I s rae l .  



ISAIAH 24-35 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Isaiah 24 : 1 -1 2 ;  28:1 -4, 7-8, 1 4-20 ; 30 : 1 - 1 7 ;  31 -32. 
Apostasy Brought Burdens and Curses upon 
Israel 
1 .  I s rael ' s  cont inu ing  breach of the everlast ing 

covenant was p rophesied (see I saiah 24: 1 - 1 2) .  
2 .  Destruct ion came u pon the Northern Kingdom 

because of transg ression (see I saiah 28:  1 -4 ,  7-
8 ) .  

3 .  Falsehoods wou l d  not save J udah from 
destruct ion ;  the on ly  way to avoid judgments 
was to t u rn to r ig hteousness (see I saiah 28 1 4-
20) .  

4 .  I s rael as a nation wou ld  be b roken because the 
peop le  apostat ized and rejected the prophets 
(see I saiah 30 :8- 1 7 ) .  

5 .  I s rael was counseled not  to t rust  in the arm of 
f lesh , but rather  to t rust in God (see I saiah 30: 1 -
7 ;  3 1 ) .  

6 .  I saiah p rophesied that I s rael wou ld be 
tem poral ly  and sp i r i tua l ly  desolate unt i l  the 
Messiah came to re ign  (see I saiah 32) . 

B. Isaiah 28:5-6, 9-1 3 ;  29. The Latter-day 
Restoration of the Everlasting Covenant Was 
Foretold 
1 .  The Lord said he wou ld  g ive knowl edge and 

und erstand ing  to his ch i l d ren as they were able 
to receive i t  (see I saiah 28 :9- 1 3) .  

2 .  The Lord p romised that in  t h e  latter days h e  
wou l d  reig n  over h i s  people and b e  a sou rce of 
st rength to them (see I saiah 28:5-6) .  

3 .  I saiah prophesied of the Neph ites who wou ld  
speak as a voice from the dust (see I saiah 29: 1 -
1 6) .  

4 .  There wou ld  b e  a period o f  apostasy befo re the 
restorat ion of the gospel  (see I saiah 29 : 7- 1 0 ,  1 3) 

5. The com ing forth of the Book of Mormon was 
fo reto ld  (see I saiah 29:  1 1 - 1 2) .  

6 .  The restorat ion of the fu l ness of the gospel was 
fo reto ld as a marve lous work and a wonder (see 
I saiah 29: 1 4- 1 7 ) .  

7 .  I saiah p rophesied that the sp i r itu a l ly b l i nd  and 
the sp i r i tua l ly deaf wou l d  come to an 
understand ing of true doctri ne (see Isaiah 29 : 1 8-
24) .  

C. Isaiah 24 : 1 3-23 ; 25-27; 28 : 1 8-29 ; 30: 1 8-30 ; 33-35. 
Isaiah Prophesied of Judgments and Blessings 
Connected with the Second Coming of the 
Messiah 
1 .  G reat natu ral destruct ions wou ld attend the 

second com ing of Ch rist (see I saiah 24 1 3-23) .  
2 .  Satan and  h i s  agents wou ld  be  cast down , and 

I s rael wou ld  be gathered and f i l l  the earth with 
fruit (see I saiah 27 ) .  

3 .  Judg ments wou ld be sent against the  covenant 
b reakers (see I saiah 28: 1 8-29) . 

4. I s rael wou ld  return to the Lord and enjoy h is  
b less ings  once again (see I saiah 30 :  1 8-30) 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Rel ig ion 302 student manual , 1 5- 1  through 1 5-5 ;  1 5- 1 1 
th rough  1 5- 1 3 ;  1 5-22 th roug h  1 5-24 . 

OS,  2 :  1 55-56, 1 64 .  What p romises were g iven ancient ly 
about salvat ion for the dead? (see I saiah 24 :2 1 -22 ; 
I saiah 42:6-7 ;  6 1 : 1 ) . 

N .  E ldon Tanner ,  i n  CR,  Oct .  1 977,  p .  75 . Why was the 
g reat apostasy cal led the dark ages? 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 1 5- 1 6 through 1 5-2 1 . 
JS-H 1 : 29-65. An account is g iven of events 

connected with the coming forth of the Book of 
Mormon as I saiah p rophesied .  

OS,  1 :  1 67-70 . What i s  t he  b readth o f  t he  marve lous work 
I sa iah spoke of? 

OS, 3 : 2 1 3-2 1 4 .  How were the prophecies in I saiah 29 
fu l f i l l ed? 

OS,  3 :284-85 . What apostate teach ings that fu lf i l led 
I saiah 's  p rophecy prevai led d u r ing  Joseph Smith 's 
t ime? (see I saiah 29: 1 3) .  

LeG rand R ichards ,  i n  CR ,  Apr .  1 976, p p .  1 22-24. What 
is the book that I saiah prophesied wou ld  come forth? 

Ezra Taft Benson , i n  CR, Oct. 1 979,  p .  44. What 
counterfeits d id  Isaiah p rophesy wou ld  ar ise with the 
restorat ion of the gospel? (see I saiah 29 1 5- 1 6) .  

Re l ig ion 302 student manual . 1 5-6 th roug h  1 5- 1 0 ;  1 5- 1 4  
th roug h  1 5- 1 5 ;  1 5-25 th rough 1 5-31 . 

Malach i  3 : 1 -5 ;  4 :  1 -3 .  What w i l l  happen to the wicked 
when the Lord retu rns? (see also O&C 38 :8 ;  1 0 1 :22-
25) .  

O S ,  3 : 62-63. What ro le  w i l l  t h e  p rophesied destructions 
p lay i n  the p reparations for the M i l lenn ium? 

OS ,  3 : 3 1 6- 1 7 . What wi l l  happen to  the nations and 
governments as p rophesied ancient ly (see I saiah 
24 : 1 -6) . 

See references to the Lord ' s  second com ing in lessons 
43 ,  section C; 54, section C; 55,  sect ion B .  
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5. The j u d g ments of the Lord wou l d  come upon a l l  
the n at ions of the w o r l d  i n  the day o f  h is  com ing 
(see I saiah 34; JST,  I saiah 34 : 1 6- 1 7 ) .  

6 .  The L o r d  wou l d  cast d own the wor ld  and b less 
his peop l e ,  who wou l d  rejo ice at his coming (see 
I saiah 2 5 ) .  

7 .  A psa lm of thanksg iv ing wou l d  be sung b y  the 
r ig hteous because of the Lord 's  de l iverance (see 
I saiah 26) .  

8 .  Apostasy and wickedness wou l d  end when the 
Lord estab l ished Zion and retu rned in power 
(see I sa iah 33). 

9. The p ro m i sed restorat ion wou l d  b ring g reat 
b l ess i n g s  u pon Zion (see I saiah 35; J ST, I saiah 
35 : 8 ) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You a re not expected to teach everyth ing  in the 
scr ipture content out l i n e .  Sel ect those concepts that 
you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to your  stu dents;  

The Coming Forth of the Book of Mormon 
(Section B) 

The coming forth of the Book of Mormon was foretol d  
by t h e  p rophet I saiah i n  chapter 29 . T h e  Book of 
Mormon q u otes extensive ly from the p rophecies of 
I saiah about these events (see 2 Neph i  26-27) Because 

An Overview of Some of Isaiah's Prophecies 
(Sections A-C) 

The prophecies of th is  sect ion of I sa iah 's  writ i ngs can 
be d iv ided i nto fou r  ma in  categor ies :  apostasy; 
restorat ion ; j u d g m ents ; and the second coming of 
C h rist and the M i l l e n n i u m .  Sel ect approp riate scr iptu res 
for each category.  The accom panyi ng q u estions and 
concepts cou l d  be d i sc ussed . 

I .  Apostasy 
A .  What cond it ions p revai led in apostate J u d ah 

d u ri n g  I sa iah 's  t ime? (see I saiah 28: 1 4- 1 5 ;  30: 1 -
2 , 8- 1 1 ) . 
1 .  R u l e d  by scornfu l men (see I saiah 28: 1 4 ) .  
2 .  M a d e  l i es and fal sehood the i r  refuge (see 

I sa iah 28 : 1 5) .  
3 .  Fai led to heed the Lord 's  counsel  (see I saiah 

30 1 )  
4 .  Trusted i n  the arm of f lesh (see I saiah 30 2 ) .  
5 .  R e b e l l e d  aga inst G o d ' s  l aw (see I saiah 30:8-

9) . 
6. Rejected the p rophets (see I saiah 30:  1 0-1 1 ) . 

B .  What condi t ions wou l d  p recede the restorat ion of 
t ruth? 
1 .  Prophets and seers wou l d  be covered (see 

I saiah 29:9- 1 0 ) .  
2 .  Hypoc r isy wou l d  be ram pant (see I saiah 

29 : 1 3) .  
3 .  Covenants wou l d  b e  b roken (see I saiah 24: 1 -

6 ) .  
I I .  Restorat ion 
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A.  Who i s  Ar ie l?  The peop l e  as Ariel? (see Isaiah 
29 : 1 -3;  2 Nephi 26 : 1 5) .  

B .  How d oes a nat ion "speak out o f  the g round"? 
( I saiah 29 :4 ;  see a lso Psal m 85 : 1 1 :  I sa iah 45 :8 ;  
Moses 7 : 62 ) .  

See references t o  t h e  Lord 's  restorat ion o f  t h e  house of 
I s rael in lessons 39, sect ion B; 42, sect ion B; 45, 
sect ion C ;  47,  sect ion A;  49,  section C. 

however ,  section B shou l d  p robably receive the 
g reatest e m p h as i s  i n  th is  lesso n .  

the Book o f  Mormon account i s  m o re com plete, i t  i s  
h e l pfu l i n  u n d e rstan d i ng I sa iah 's  messag e .  U s i n g  the 
I saiah and Book of Mormon accounts tog ether .  d i scuss 
the fu l f i l l m ent of the p rophecies (see also JS-H 1 63-
65 ) .  

C .  What is  t h e  book that i s  sealed? (see I saiah 
29 : 1 1 - 1 2 ; 2 Nephi 27 :9- 1 9 ) .  

D .  H o w  i s  t h e  resto rat ion o f  t h e  gospel  a marvelous 
work and a won d e r? (see I sa iah 29 : 1 4) .  

E .  I s rae l w i l l  be  gathered t o  Je rusalem and wors h i p  
there ( s e e  I saiah 2 7 : 1 2- 1 3 ) .  

F .  Z ion w i l l  p rosper  ( s e e  I saiah 30 1 8-24 ) .  
I I I .  J u d g m ents 

A.  What j u d g m ents were p ronounced agai nst 
anc ient J u d ah? 
1 .  An overflowing sco u rge ;  peop le  trod den 

down (see I saiah 28: 1 8) .  
2 .  The l a n d  t o  become a wi l d erness (see I saiah 

32 9- 1 4) .  
B .  What are some j u d g ments t o  b e  sent before o r  

atte n d i n g  t h e  Second Com i n g ?  
1 .  T h e  earth w i l l  be "utter ly b roken" ( s e e  I saiah 

24: 1 9) .  
2 .  The Lord wi l l  destroy armies of a l l  nat ions 

(see I saiah 34: 1 -3) . 
3. The wicked w i l l  be b u rned with f i re (see 

I sa iah 30:27-30; 33 : 1 0- 1 3 ) .  
4 .  The wicked w i l l  be p u n i shed f o r  thei r s ins  

(see I saiah 26 :20-2 1 ; 24 : 2 1 -22) . 
I V .  Second Coming and M i l l e n n i u m  

A. "The heave ns s h a l l  b e  ro l led togethe r a s  a 
scro l l "  ( I saiah 34 : 4 ) .  

B .  Where w i l l  t h e  Lord come t o  re i g n ?  
1 .  Z i o n  ( s e e  I sa iah 24: 23) . 
2 .  Jerusa lem (see I saiah 24 :23) . 

C What w i l l  happen to Jerusalem and Zion? (see 
I saiah 30: 1 8-24 : 33 : 1 8-24 ) .  

D .  Who w i l l  re ign  i n  r ig hteousness? ( s e e  I saiah 
32 : 1  ) .  



ISAIAH 36-4 7 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Isaiah 36-39. King Hezekiah Sought Help from the 
Lord and the Lord Hearkened to His Plead ings 
1 .  Sennac h e ri b ,  k ing of Assyr ia ,  overran many of 

J u d a h ' s  c i t ies and sent men to J e rusalem to 
i nt i m i d ate Hezekiah i nto s ur render ing (see I saiah 
36 ;  3 7 : 8- 1 3 ;  2 K ings 1 8 : 1 7-37 ;  1 9 : 8- 1 3) .  

2 .  Hezekiah sent  messen g e rs to  I saiah and sought 
the Lord 's help i n  p raye r (see I saiah 37: 1 -5 , 1 4-
20 ;  2 K i n g s  1 9 : 1 -5 , 1 4- 1 9 ) .  

3 .  I sa iah p rophes ied t h e  destruct ion o f  the 
Assyri ans and the d eath of Sennacher i b ;  both 
prophecies were fu l f i l led (see I saiah 37:6-7, 2 1 -
38 ;  2 K i n g s  1 9 : 6- 7 ,  20-37) . 

4 .  Desp ite be ing appointed u nto d eath , Hezekiah 
p l eaded with the Lord , and his l i fe was 
m i racu lous ly  lengthened by fifteen years (see 
I saiah 38;  2 K ings 20 : 1 - 1 1 ) . 

5. Hezekiah showed messengers from Babylon h i s  
t reas u res ,  and I saiah p rophes ied o f  Judah's  
captivity i n  Baby lon (see I sa iah 39; 2 K ings 
2 0 : 1 2- 1 9) .  

B. Isaiah 40: 1 -41 :20; 42 : 1 -44:8;  44 :21 -27; 46 :3-4. 
Jehovah Was Proclaimed As the God and the 
Deliverer of Israel and As the Coming Messiah 
1 .  The g lor ious advent of the Lord in the l atter days 

was p red i cted ; i t  wou l d  be annou nced by a 
foreru n n e r  (see I sa iah 40 :  1 -8) . 

2 .  I srae l ' s  safety is ass u red , for the Lord , who is  
i n co mparably g reat, ho ld s  h e r  i n  h is  powerfu l  
hand (see I saiah 40:9-3 1 ) .  

3 .  I srae l ,  scattered u pon the is les of the sea, wou l d  
be g athered a s  t h e  Lord ' s  peop le  (see I saiah 
4 1 : 1 -9 ;  43 :5-7) . 

4. The Lord aff i rmed that he wou l d  u phold and 
strengthen I s rael (see I sa iah 4 1 : 1 0-20; 46 :3-4 ) .  

5 .  The Lord wou l d  send forth h i s  g o s p e l  a s  a l i g ht to 
the Gent i les  and to those who wou l d  be i n  
d arkness (see I saiah 42 :5- 1 6) . 

6. I sa iah prophesied of the Messiah , who wou l d  
b r i n g  forth j u d g ment t o  estab l ish  truth b u t  who 
wou l d  ne i ther  harm nor h u rt the weak (see I saiah 
4 2 : 1 -4 ) .  

7 .  Because t h e  Lord 's  peo p l e  wou l d  not see o r  
h e a r  h i m ,  they were spo i led a n d  snared , b u t  h e  
wou l d  s e n d  a messen g e r  t o  o p e n  thei r eyes and 
u nstop the i r ears (see I saiah 42 : 1 7-25 ; JST, 
I saiah 42: 1 9-23) 

8 .  C h r ist is the true God and Savior  of I s rael , and 
though they forsook h i m ,  he did not forget them 
but  cal led them to return to him and p romised he 
yet wou l d  own and p rosper them (see I saiah 
43 : 1 -4 ;  8-28; 44 : 1 -8 ,  2 1 -27;  JST, I saiah 43: 1 3) .  

C .  Isaiah 41 :21 -29 ; 44 :9-20, 28; 45 : 1 -46:2;  46 :5-
47: 1 5. The Lord Alone Shall Save Israel ,  and the 
Idols of Men Shall Be Destroyed 
1 .  The i mpotence and use lessness of the ido l  gods 

of men were dec lared , and be l ievers i n  them 

4 1  

SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Rel i g ion  302 stu dent  manual , 1 2-20 t h rough 1 2-34; F-1 
t h ro u g h  F-3 ; 1 6- 1  through 1 6-2.  

R e l i g i o n  3 0 1 -2 i n structor 's g u i d e ,  lesson 37 ,  sect ion E .  

Re l ig ion  302 stu dent  manual . 1 6-3 th rou g h  1 6- 1 6 ; 1 6- 1 8 
t h rou g h  1 6-30 . 

Matthew 1 2 : 1 7-2 1 . A fu l f i l l ment of I sa iah 42 :  1 -4 is g iven . 
Matthew 3: 1 - 1 O. What event part ia l ly  f u l fi l l s  the 

prophecy i n  I sa iah 40: 3? (see a lso Mark 1 :2-8 ;  Luke 
3 2- 1 7 ;  1 N e p h i  1 0 : 7- 1 0 ) .  

D & C  88 :66 .  What i s  the v o i c e  of one i n  the w i lderness 
comparable to in modern scr i ptu re? 

OS, 2: 1 55 .  What d i d  I sa iah 's  mention of v is i t ing and 
b r i n g i n g  pr isoners from the p rison mean? (see also 
I sa iah 24 :22 ;  4 2 : 7 ;  6 1 : 1 ; D&C 1 38 :42 ;  Joseph 
F ie ld ing Smith , Answers to Gospel Questions, 2 :8 1 ) .  

LeG rand R i chards ,  i n  C R ,  A p r .  1 974, p .  1 68 .  What d i d  
I sa iah m e a n  w h e n  he said that t h e  Lord has decl ared 
the end from the beg i n n i n g ?  

LeG rand R ichards ,  i n  C R ,  A p r .  1 978,  p .  1 1 3 .  How has 
I sa iah 4 1  : 1 8  been part ly fu l f i l l ed? (see also LeG rand 
R ichard s ,  A Marvelous Work and a Wonder, pp. 238-
39) . 

R e l i g ion 302 stu dent  manual . 1 6- 1 7 ;  1 6-31  thro u g h  1 6-
4 1 . 

Psal m 1 1 5 : 4-8 .  What poi nts a re used by the psal mist to 
demonst rate the fo l ly  of i d o l  wors h i p? (see also I saiah 
4 1  :29) .  
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were denou nced as fu l l  of vanity (see I saiah 
4 1 : 2 1 -29 ;  44 :9-20;  46 : 1 -2 ,  5-7 ) . 

2 .  Some 1 40 years before the fact , I saiah 
prophesied that Cyrus wou ld  be used by the 
Lord to de l iver Judah (see I saiah 44 :28-45 :4 ,  
1 3 ) . 

3. There is no God or Sav ior  but the Lord ; he 
c reated al l  th ings and every knee shal l bow to 
h im  and every tong ue confess h im (see I saiah 
45 :5- 1 2 ,  1 4-25 ; 46 :8- 1 3) . .  

4 .  The Baby lon ian emp i re wou ld  be destroyed (see 
I saiah 47 ) . 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach eve ryth ing in the 
scr i ptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

"I Am the Lord, and . . .  There Is No God beside Me" 
(Isaiah 45:5) (Sections B-C) 

A key concept of th is  l esson is that whether we speak 
of anc ient I s rael who fash ioned gods of wood and 
stone ,  o r  of modern covenant I s rae l ,  who may choose to 
wors h i p  the i r  talent o r  the i r possess ions or  sometimes 
thei r t ime and i nterests , i t  i s  a l l  i do latry. 

There i s  no God l i ke the Lord . Anyone who p laces h is  
own se l f i sh  i nterests and appetites above h is  love for 
the Lord and his loyalty to Him wi l l  not prosper .  Students 
shou ld  a l ready know that .  The scr i ptu res are f i rm and 
c lear on those matters (see I saiah 40:23 , 28, 3 1 ; 4 1 : 1 0-
1 3 , 29 ;  43 :3 , 1 0- 1 3 , 1 5 ; 45: 2 1 -23; 46 :3 ;  47 :8- 1 0 , 1 3- 1 5 ;  
Deuteronomy 28: 1 5 , 29 ;  Matthew 6:33 ;  7 :24-27 ) . You 
may, however choose to emphasize those concepts by 
us ing  some of the references l i sted . 

Why Do Men Choose Evi l? (Sections A-C) 
The major  effort in th i s  lesson shou ld  be to he lp  you r 

students understand why some people choose the 
foo l i sh  path , a l though they know it  i s  wron g ,  and to he lp  
them avo id  such a path w i th  i t s  d i sastrous 
conseq uences .  

I t  may seem i n  ou r  day that there i s  no ido latrous 
worsh ip ,  but i t  i s  actua l ly  not as far from our dai ly l i fe as 
we may at fi rst su ppose . The fo l lowi ng quest ions shou ld 
he lp  you sti mu late a d i scuss ion that wi l l  he lp  you r 
students understand why men choose evi l and to arm 
you r  students with a determi nation to avoid  such pitfal l s  
themselves . 

1 .  What is ido latry? (see Re l ig ion  301 student 
manua l , F-2 ;  F-4 ; F-6; F-7 ) . 

2. Why was ido latry attractive? (see Re l ig ion 301 
student man ual , F-8) . Help students to understand that 
ido lat ry appealed to the appetites and passions of the 
body. 
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D&C 1 :  1 6 . Why do  men not seek the Lord nor seek to 
estab l i sh  h is r ig hteousness? 

D&C 1 2 1 :33. How effective can un r ig hteous men be in 
h i nder ing the Lord from accom p l i sh ing  h is  w i l l ?  

Ezra 1 : 1 -8 .  How d i d  Cyrus fu l f i l l  the p rophecy of  I saiah 
44:28? (see a lso 2 Chron ic les  36: 22-23 ) . 

AF, pp .  275-76. How does I saiah 45 :8 relate to the 
restorat ion of the gospel and the coming fo rth of the 
Book of Mormon? (See also Bruce R. McConkie ,  
Mormon Doctrine ,  p .  99 ;  and Orson Pratt , Journal of  
Discourses ,  1 7 :287-88. ) 

Bruce R .  M cConk ie ,  i n  C R ,  Apr .  1 972,  p. 1 35 .  Who are 
to be witnesses of God 's  name in the latter  days? 

you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r  students .  

Review I saiah 40-47 by using transparency 25, which 
cont rasts the God of heaven and his fo l l owers with the 
gods of men and their  fo l l owers. As you d i scuss the 
concepts ,  reveal the correspond ing  parts of the 
transparency. 

D raw paral le ls  between I sa iah ' s  t ime and ours .  Point 
out that those who fo l l ow the Lord i n  our  day experience 
the same b less ings and have the same assu rances as 
the r ig hteous in I sai ah ' s  t ime d i d .  Those i n  our  day who 
fo l l ow ido latry may not make the same kind of ido ls  to 
bow down to, but  the i r cou rse i s  sti l l  the same as the 
ido laters of I saiah 's  day :  they worsh ip  the workmansh ip  
o f  the i r  own hands ,  wh ich  has  no power to  save. 

3 .  How did ido latry serve as a tool to despotic ru lers? 
( I t  appealed to the peop le 's  l usts ,  so the ru ler  cou ld  
ens lave an u nworthy nation by p rovid i ng opportu n i ty fo r 
the i r easy adopt ion of ido latry . )  

4 .  Are there a n y  ido latrous p ract ices i n  our  soc iety? 
(see Re l ig ion  30 1 student manual , F-9 ) . 

5 .  Why are seem ing ly i n nocent th ings so ser ious? 
(We worsh ip  what we love;  see Matthew 6 : 1 9-24. ) 

6. I s  it wrong to have n ice th ings that money can buy 
i n  th is  l i fe? ( I t  i s  evi l  on ly  when we come to love them 
and set ou r hearts on them, and that i s  very easy to do; 
see 1 Timothy 6 : 1 0 . ) 

7 .  What shou ld  be the att i tude  of the heart i n  every 
Latter-day Sai nt? (see Mosiah 4 : 1 6-25; Alma 34 : 1 7-29 ) . 

8. What is the whole d uty of man? (see Ecc les iastes 
1 2 : 1 3 ; John 7 : 1 6- 1 7 ;  1 4 : 1 5 ) . 



ISAIAH 48-54 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Isaiah 48-49. The Scattering and Gathering of 
Israel Was Prophesied 
1 .  Apostate I s rael was rem i nded of God's 

foreknowledge ,  wh ich p rovided witness of  h is  
sup remacy (see I sa iah 48 : 1 -8 ) . 

2 .  The people of I s rael were to be tr ied and ref ined 
i n  the fu rnace of aff l i ct ion (see I saiah 48 9-1 1 ) . 

3 .  A cal l to depart from Babylon (the wor ld )  was 
g iven (see I saiah 48: 1 2-22 ) . 

4. I s rael wou l d  be gathered from captivity and from 
among the Gent i l es (see I saiah 49: 1 - 1 2 ) . 

5 .  "Gent i les"  wou l d  be nu rs ing fathers and mothers 
to I s rae l  and the Lord wou ld  gather his people 
and preserve them by h i s  power (see I saiah 
49 : 1 3-26; JST, I sa iah 49:25 ) . 

B. Isaiah 50-52; 54. The Promise of the Future 
Redemption and Bui ld ing of Zion Was Declared 
to Ancient Israel 
1 .  Prophecies of the Mess iah and of redemption 

th rou g h  his power were g iven (see I saiah 50;  
5 1 :4-8;  JST, I sa iah 50 : 1 -8 ) . 

2. The promises of the past wou l d  be fu l f i l l ed with 
the establ i shment of Zion (see I saiah 51 : 1 -3 ;  
52 : 1 -6) . 

3 .  The Lord wou l d  remove I s rae l ' s  oppressors and 
the redeemed of I s rael  wou ld  rejo ice i n  Z ion 's 
d ay (see I saiah 5 1  : 9-23 ; JST, I saiah 51 : 1 9-20) . 

4. The Lord aff i rmed that Z ion wou l d  be estab l ished 
i n  I s rae l ,  though she had been forsaken because 
of her  wickedness (see I sa iah 54 : 1 - 1 0 ; JST, 
I saiah 54 1 0) . 

5 .  I sa iah prophes ied that Z ion wou l d  ar ise and be 
pu r i f ied and protected (see I saiah 54 1 1 - 1 7 ; see 
also JST, I saiah 54: 1 5 ) . 

6 .  The Mess iah and h is  messengers bear the 
messag e of peace (see I sa iah 52 : 7-8) . 

7 .  The Messiah wou ld  redeem Zion with g reat 
power (see I sa iah 52:9- 1 5 ;  JST, I saiah 52: 1 5 ) . 

C_ Isaiah 53. The Great Atonement, the Suffering 
and Death of the Messiah, Was Prophesied 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 302 student m anua l , 1 7- 1  t h rough 1 7- 1 0 .  
Deuteronomy 4 : 2 7 .  Where wou l d  I s rael be scattered? 

(see a lso J e remiah 29: 1 8 ) . 
Deuteronomy 30 : 3 .  Where w i l l  the ch i l d ren of I s rael be 

g athered from? 
1 Neph i  20-22 . The prophet Nephi quoted and 

expla ined the p rophec ies i n  I saiah 48 and 49 (note 
the add i t ion of "waters of baptism"  i n  2 Nephi 20: 1 ) . 

Jerem iah 3 1 : 1 0 . Who wi l l  b r i ng  to pass the gather ing? 
TPJS ,  p .  1 83 .  What i s  the re lat ionsh ip  between the 

events of g ather ing and the Lord ' s  second com ing? 
TPJ S ,  p .  231 . What are  the th ree d ifferent g roups to  be 

g athered in the last days? 
Haro ld B. Lee ,  i n  CR, Apr .  1 973,  pp. 4- 1 0 . What is the 

g ather ing of I s rael today? (see also Bruce R. 
McConk ie ,  "Come,  Let I s rael Bu i l d  Z ion , "  Ensign , 
M ay 1 977 ,  pp .  1 1 5- 1 8) . 

Spencer W. K imbal l ,  i n  C R ,  Oct. 1 965, p .  72.  How can 
we be n u rs ing  fathers and mothers to the ch i l d ren of 
I s rae l?  

AF ,  pp .  342-44 . A summary of scr iptu ral p rophecies o f  
the g ather ing  of I s rae l .  

Re l i g ion 302 student manual , 1 7- 1 1 th rough 1 7-20; 1 7-
28 th rough  1 7-29 . 

Jeremiah 3 1  : 3 1 -34 . Je remiah p rophesied that the Lord 
wou l d  establ i sh  a new covenant with I s rael in the last 
d ays .  

Ezekie l  37 :2 1 -28 ; 39 :23-29. What d id  the Lord prophesy 
concern i n g  I s rael after they had been cast off and 
h ad borne the i r  shame? (see also Hosea 2 : 1 4-23 ; 
3 :4-5) . 

1 Neph i  22 1 5- 1 7 .  How wi l l  the Lord preserve and 
p rotect the Sai nts i n  the latte r days? (see also 2 Peter 
3 : 1 0- 1 3) . 

D&C 1 1 3 : 7- 1 0 .  Comments on I sa iah 52: 1 -2 .  What is the 
re lat ionsh ip  between the bu i l d ing of Zion and the 
g ather ing? 

3 Neph i  2 1 . Events associ ated w i th  the gather ing and 
restorat ion of I s rael are d i scussed . 

Rel i g ion 302 student manua l , 1 7-2 1 th rough 1 7-27 ;  1 7-
30 through 1 7-3 1 . 

Mosiah 1 4- 1 5 .  Ab inad i  quoted and commented on 
I sa iah 53. 

2 Neph i  9 :20-23 . What d i d  the Holy One of I s rael do to 
make salvat ion poss ib le  for mank ind? (see also D&C 
1 8 : 1 1 ) . 

Luke 22:44.  To what extent d i d  ou r  Sav ior  suffer? (see 
also Mos iah 3 : 7 ) . 

1 Peter 1 :  1 9 . Who is the Lamb of God? (see a lso John 
1 :29 ) . 

83 



SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scr i ptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

The Scattering and the Gathering of Israel (Section 
A) 

The scatte r ing and the gather ing of I s rael i s  a very 
i mportant theme i n  the O ld  Testament (see lessons 46-
47) .  It is vital that the students understand the pr inc ip le  
of  gather ing as it app l ies to  the work of  the Church 
today. You may want to use passages from Jeremiah 
and I saiah i n  teach ing  of the scatte r ing and the 
gather ing of I s rae l .  

The h i sto ry o f  the O l d  Testament shows the 
beg i nn i ng  of the fu lf i l l ment of p rophecy about the 
scatter ing of I s rae l .  Enr ichments 0 ,  G, H, and J i n  the 
Re l ig ion 302 student manual  d i scuss parts of the 
scatter i ng .  

The work o f  gather ing i s  assoc iated w i th  the  
restorat ion o f  a l l  th ings i n  the last days. Pres ident 
Spencer W. K im bal l  sai d :  "The gather ing of I s rael i s  now 
in p rog ress .  H u n d reds of thousands of peop le have 
been baptized i nto the Chu rch .  M i l l ions more wi l l  jo in 
the Chu rch .  And th is  i s  the way we wi l l  gather I s rae l .  I t  is  
to be done by m iss ionary work . " (" Pres ident K imbal l  
Speaks Out on Be ing a M iss ionary , "  New Era , May 
1 98 1 , p .  46 . )  

The fo l lowing quotat ion f rom E lder  Bruce R .  
McConk ie p rovides an overview o f  t he  phases o f  th is 
gather ing p rocess : 

"The gathe r ing of I s rael and the estab l ishment of Zion 
i n  the latter days i s  d iv ided i nto th ree per iods or  phases.  
The f i rst phase i s  past ;  we are now l iv ing i n  the second 
phase; and the th i rd l i es ahead . Prophecies speak of 
them al l  . . .  

"The th ree phases of th i s  g reat latter-day work are as 
fo l l ows : 

"Phase I-From the Fi rst V is ion , the sett ing u p  of the 
k ingdom on Apr i l  6 ,  1 830 ,  and the com ing  of Moses on 

The Mission of the Mortal Messiah (Section C) 
Quote the fo l lowing  from Neph i :  "That I m ight more 

fu l ly persuade them to be l ieve i n  the Lord the i r 
Redeemer I d i d  read unto them that wh ich was written 
by the p rophet I sa iah" (1 Neph i  1 9 :23) .  I nd icate that 
I saiah , havi ng seen the Lord (see 2 Neph i  1 1  : 2 ) ,  is an 
exce l l ent sou rce of p rophet ic test imony about the 
Savior 's  m iss ion .  Have the students read part of 
Abinad i ' s  in t rod uctory statements about the mortal 

84 

D&C 1 9 : 1 6- 1 8 .  What happens i f  an i nd iv idua l  refuses to 
repent and thereby accept the suffer ing of Chr ist as 
an atonement for h i s  s i ns? 

OS,  2 : 332.  Repentance removes the scars of s i n .  
AF ,  p p .  467-70. How i s  Ch r ist the "father" o f  salvat ion? 

you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r  students .  

Apri l  3 ,  1 836,  to the secu re estab l i shment of the Church 
i n  the U n ited States and Canada, a per iod of about 1 25 
years . 

" Phase I I-From the c reat ion of stakes of Zion i n  
overseas areas , beg i n n ing i n  t he  1 950s, to  t he  second 
coming  of the Son of Man, a per iod of unknown 
d u ration .  

" Phase I I I-From ou r  Lord 's  second coming un t i l  the 
ki ngdom is  perfected and the knowledge of God covers 
the earth as the wate rs cover the sea, and from then 
unt i l  the end of the M i l l enn i u m ,  a per iod of 1 , 000 years . "  
(Ensign , May 1 977 ,  p .  1 1 5 . )  

D iscuss E lder  McConk ie 's  assessment i n  l i ght of 
cu rrent m iss ionary work in the Chu rch .  

Review with you �  students t he  teach ings o f  I saiah on  
t he  scatter ing and t he  gather ing o f  I s rae l .  Other  
scr i ptu res from the O ld  Testament a lso  provide a good 
summary of p rophet ic dec larat ions on these top ics .  
Select a few scri ptu res f rom the l i sts below to 
supp lement I sa iah 's teach ings .  

Scattering o f  Israel 
Levit icus  26 :33 
Deuteronomy 4 :27 
Jeremiah 29 :  1 6- 1 9 
Amos 9 :9  
Lu ke 2 1  : 24 

Gathering of Israel 
Deuteronomy 30: 1 -3 
Jeremiah 3 1 : 1 0  
Zechariah 1 0 :8  
Ephesians 1 : 1 0  

Neph i  summarized the scatte r ing and the gather ing 
p rocesses (see 1 Nephi  1 0 : 1 2- 1 4 ) .  

I n d icate that the gather ing of I s rae l ,  p resent ly go ing 
fo rward , i s  one of  the g reat test imonies that God fu l f i l l s  
h i s  promises (see Re l ig ion  302 student manual , 1 7- 1 7 . )  

Messiah (see Mosiah 1 3 :33-35 ; 1 4 : 1 ) a n d  I saiah 's  
statement about the Sav ior 's  be ing the lamb of God 
(see I saiah 53 : 7 ;  Genesis 22 :8 ) .  Then d i scuss the 
scr iptu res that testify of the fu lf i l l ment of that p rophecy: 
John 1 : 29 ;  Mark 1 4 : 53- 1 5 :38 .  

Transparency 26 l i sts several of  I saiah 's  p rophecies 
of the m iss ion of the Messiah and the scr i ptu res that 
testify of the fu l f i l l ment of each p rophecy. D iscuss with 
the c lass each of the statements and thei r fu l f i l l ments.  



ISAIAH 55-66 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Isaiah 56:9-1 2 ;  57: 1 -1 3 ;  58; 59:1 -1 5 ;  65 : 1 -1 6. 
Isaiah Spoke Out against Israel's Apostasy and 
Evil Practices 
1 .  Watch m e n  i n  I s rae l were condem ned for cari ng 

on ly  for themselves (see I saiah 56 :9- 1 2 ) .  
2 .  T h e  wicked w h o  fol lowed t h e  abomi nations of 

the i r  heathen n e i g h bors were re buked and the i r  
s i n s  were recou nted (see Isa iah 57: 1 -1 3) .  

3 .  I sa iah condemned i n s i ncere wors h i p  a n d  set 
forth l aws about fast ing and Sabbath 
observan ce.  with thei r attend ant b l ess ings (see 
I saiah 58) 

4. I n i q u ity separated I s rae l from God ;  thei r s ins  
test i f ied aga inst them and wou l d  br ing cu rses 
u pon them (see I sa iah 59 : 1 - 1 5 ; 65: 1 - 1 6) .  

B. Isaiah 55; 56 : 1 -8 ;  57: 1 -2, 1 3-21 ; 59 : 1 6-21 ; 60. 
Isaiah Prophesied That in the Last Days Israel 
Would Become a New Nation 
1 .  I s rae l was i nvited to come u nto the Lord and l ive 

(see I sa iah 55: 1 -7 ) .  
2 .  The Lord affi rmed that h i s  word wou l d  be fu l f i l l ed 

and I s rael wou l d  one day p rosper ( I saiah 55:8-
1 3) .  

3 .  I s rael ites and Gent i les  a l i ke were p romised the 
opport u n i ty to be g athered as the Lord 's  peop le 
and receive exaltat ion (see I saiah 56 :  1 -8 ) .  

4 .  A promise o f  peace was g iven t o  t h e  r ig hteous 
(see I sa iah 57 : 1 -2 , 1 3-2 1 ) .  

5 .  T h e  Savior  wou l d  redeem I s rae l ,  they wou l d  
receive h i s  g l o ry ,  and r ig hteous Gent i les wou l d  
g ather  among t h e m  (see I saiah 59 : 1 6-60: 1 1 ) . 

6. Those who aff l icted I s rael  wou l d  bow to I srae l ,  
a n d  because I s rae l  wou l d  be r ighteous,  I s rael 
wou l d  i n h e rit  t h e i r  land forever with the Lord as 
the i r  ever last ing  l ig ht (see I saiah 60 : 1 2-22) 

C. Isaiah 6 1 -64 ; 66 : 1 -1 7. Isaiah Foretold That a 
Mighty Latter-day Work Would Be Accomplished 
and the Lord Would Return in G lory 
1 .  I n  the l ast days the Messiah wou l d  g lorify and 

p rosper h i s  peo p l e  and they wou l d  be 
recogn ized as h i s  own (see I saiah 6 1 ) .  

2 .  Jerusa lem a n d  Zion shal l s h i ne forth a s  a royal 
d i ad e m  i n  the worl d ;  God w i l l  de l ight  i n  them,  
and they wi l l  be a ho ly peop le ,  redeemed of  the 
Lord (see I sa iah 62) . 

3 .  The second comi n g  of the Savior  wou l d  be a day 
of j u d g ment ag ainst the ungod ly  (see I sai ah 
63 : 1 -6) .  

4 .  A rehearsal of  the Lord 's good ness to  I s rael and 
the i r d i sobedience i s  g iven (see I saiah 63 : 7- 1 4) .  

5 .  I sa iah p rayed for t h e  Lord 's com ing and asked 
that he remember  I s rael i n  mercy when he 
retu rned i n  g l o ry (see I saiah 63: 1 5-64 : 1 2 ;  JST, 
I saiah 63 : 1 7) .  

6 .  I s rael  wou l d  be redeemed and the wicked 
d estroyed at the Lord 's second coming (see 
I sa iah 66 : 1 - 1 7 ) .  
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUOY SOURCES 

R e l i g i o n  302 stud e nt manual , 1 8- 1 : 1 8-6 through 1 8- 1 3 ;  
1 8-26 .  

Jeremiah 35 :  1 5 . What h ad the Lord always done to he lp  
the house of I s rael? 

Deuteronomy 28.  What d id Moses p rophesy about 
I s rae l ' s  w icked ness? 

OS,  1 : 1 65 ;  3 : 4 0 .  Why did the Lord scatter I s rae l among 
the nat ions? 

R e l i g i o n  302 stu dent manua l , 1 8-2 t h rou g h  1 8-5;  1 8- 1 4 
thro ug h  1 8- 1 7 .  

Zechar iah 2 :  1 0- 1 2 .  What b l ess i n g s  and p romises are 
extended to the house of I s rae l? 

Deuteronomy 30: 1 -5 . What promise was extended to 
I s rael ancient ly by the prophet Moses? 

Ezeki e l  3 7 : 2 1 -28.  What d i d  Ezek ie l  p rophesy wou l d  one 
d ay take p l ace in I s rae l ?  

O S ,  1 :  1 72-73.  W h e n  is  t h e  restorat ion o f  I s rael t o  take 
p l ace? (see a lso TPJS, p p .  1 4- 1 5 ) .  

OS,  3 : 258-62. An explanat ion o f  the t i m e s  o f  the 
Gent i les is  g iven .  

R e l i g i on 302 student man u a l , 1 8- 1 8 th rou gh 1 8-25; 1 8-
28 throug h  1 8-29 ; 1 8-31 . 

D&C 1 33 : 40-53 . What descr ipt ion is g iven of the second 
coming of the Sav ior? 

1 Thessa lon ians 5 :  1 -6 .  Why shou l d  the Sai nts not be 
u n p repare d ,  as the wor ld wi l l  be ,  when the Lord 
retu rns? 

2 Thessa lon ians 2 : 8 .  H ow w i l l  the wicked per ish at the 
Second Com i n g ?  (see a l so D&C 5: 1 9 ) .  

2 Peter 3 : 1 0- 1 4 .  What warn i n g  is  g iven to a l l ?  
TPJ S ,  p p .  47-49 . What d i d  the Prophet J o s e p h  Smith 

say the worl d wou l d  be l i ke before the second 
coming of  the Savior? 

TPJ S ,  p p .  63-65 . What is the p u rpose of the Second 
Comi n g ?  

A F ,  p p .  3 7 1 -74. Annotated references conce rn ing the 
second coming of the Sav ior  are l i sted . 
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D. Isaiah 65 : 1 7-25 ; 66 : 1 8-24. The Mi l lennium Wil l  Be 
Righteous Israel 's Day with the Lord 
1 .  A descr i pt ion is g iven of the m i l l enn ia l  cond it ions 

under which r ig hteous I s rael w i l l  l ive (see I saiah 
65 : 1 7-25) .  

2 .  After t h e  second coming o f  t h e  Savior ,  the 
gospel wi l l  be received by many who had not yet 
had an opportun i ty to hear i t  (see I saiah 66: 1 8-
24) . 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scri ptu re content out l i ne .  Select those concepts that 

Preparing for the Second Coming of the Savior 
(Section C) 

I saiah saw the second coming of the Savior and 
i nd icated what members of the house of I s rael must do 
to p repare for that g reat event: 

1 .  Al l who want salvation must come unto the Lord 
and hearken to his gospel ( I saiah 55 : 1 -4) . 

2 .  Those who keep the commandments and do 
just ice to al l wi l l  be b lessed by God ( I saiah 56 1 -2 ) .  

3 .  Those who des i re the Lord ' s  favor must avoid 
ido latry and the other  s ins for wh ich ancient I s rael was 
cut off ( I saiah 57 :3- 1 3 ) .  

4 .  To  he lp  h is  people ga in sp i r i tual strength , t he  Lord 
counseled them to fast proper ly and keep the Sabbath 
day holy ( I saiah 58 :6- 1 4) .  

He lp students understand that even thoug h  they l ive 
in a wor ld of wickedness they need not be d iscouraged 
or d i s i l l us ioned . Point out that Enoch and h i s  peop le 
bui l t  the city of Zion i n  a day of great wickedness (see 
Moses 7 ) .  Me lch izedek was cal led to p reach the gospel 

The Mi l lennial Reign of the Savior (Section D) 
Write the word millennium on the chal kboard and ask 

students what i t  means .  Now read I saiah 65 : 1 7-25. 
Point out that the M i l l enn i um wi l l  be a period of a 

thousand years when the Savior wi l l  reign  pe rsonal ly on 
the earth .  Du r ing that t ime the r ig hteous w i l l  be taught 
so that they wi l l  be p repared to retu rn to l ive in  the 
p resence of ou r Heaven ly Father .  I t  i s  also the t ime 
when a l l  r ighteous mem bers of the Church from the 
days of Adam wi l l  associate with one another  under  the 
personal tutelage of the Son of God (see 1 

86 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 1 8-27 ;  1 8-30. 
Zechar iah 1 4 : 1 6- 1 9 .  D u ri ng  the M i l lenn ium ,  how wi l l  the 

Lord tu rn peop le 's  attent ion toward the truth? 
D&C 45:55-59 . What wi l l  i t  be l i ke to raise ch i l d ren 

d u ri ng  the M i l l enn ium? 
D&C 1 0 1 : 25-34. What are  some of  the cond it ions of  the 

M i l l enn ium? Du ring the M i l l enn ium ,  what t ru ths  wi l l  
t h e  Savior  teach r ig hteous I s rae l? (see also 2 Nephi  
21  :9) .  

1 Neph i  22 :26 .  Who wi l l  lose h is  power du ri ng  the 
M i l l enn ium? 

TPJS ,  pp .  268-69. What d id  the Prophet Joseph Smith 
teach about the M i l lenn i um? 

OS ,  3 :66-72 . An explanat ion is g iven of the two 
m i l lenn ia l  wor ld capital s .  

DBY,  pp .  402-4. What g reat work wi l l  be accomp l i shed 
d u ring  the M i l l enn ium? 

you feel w i l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r students. 

to a w icked generation who repented and eventual ly 
jo ined the c ity of Enoch (see JST, Genesis 1 4) .  The 
Saints of th is  d i spensation wi l l  also bu i l d  the holy city i n  
p reparation fo r the coming  o f  the  Savior i n  a day of 
wickedness (see D&C 45:63-7 1 ) .  The bu i l d i ng of Zion i n  
t h e  last d ays was p rophesied i n  I saiah 6 0 .  Review th is 
chapter ,  us ing the Re l ig ion 302 student manual for 
he lpfu l  commentary. 

Use the fol lowing quotat ion to help students see the i r  
potent ia l  and respons ib i l i ty : " I  am su re you [ re l ig ious 
educators] appreciate the fact that you have been g iven 
custody of some of the choicest sp i rits of a l l  t ime.  I 
emphasize that. These are not just ord inary sp i r its, but 
among them are some of the cho icest spi r its that have 
come from heaven .  These are they who were reserved 
to come forth in th is  t ime to bear off the k ingdom 
t r ium phant . "  (Ezra Taft Benson , "The Gospel Teacher 
and His Message" [add ress de l ivered to re l ig ious 
ed ucators] . 1 7  Sept. 1 976,  p. 1 )  

Thessalon ians 3 :  1 3 ; Artic les of Faith 1 :  1 0 ;  Joseph 
Smith , Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith , pp. 268-
69) .  

Us ing  I saiah 65 : 1 7-25 and 6 6 :  1 9-21 , out l i ne  o n  the 
cha lkboard and d i scuss with the students the th ings 
I saiah saw about the m i l lenn ia l  rei gn  of  Chr ist (see the 
Re l ig ion 302 student manual  for he lpfu l  com mentary) .  

Conc lude th i s  lesson by shar ing you r test imony with 
students that the g reat p rophecies g iven by I saiah wi l l  
b e  fu lf i l l ed a n d  that the students themselves may p lay a 
very s ign i f icant part i n  that fu l f i l l ment .  



2 KINGS 2 1 -25 ;  NAHUM ; ZEPHANIAH ; HABAKKUK 44 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. 2 Kings 2 1 . Judah Returned to Wickedness 
1 .  Manasseh turned J udah to g ross wickedness, 

and the prophets p ronounced condemnation 
upon them (see 2 Kings 2 1 : 1 - 1 8) .  

2 .  Amon cont i nued t h e  evi l ways of h i s  father ,  
Manasseh ,  and was s la in by h is servants (see 2 
K ings 2 1  : 1 9-26) . 

B. 2 Kings 22: 1 -23 :30. Josiah Attempted to Restore 
Righteousness in Judah 
1 .  Josiah had the temple repai red (see 2 K ings 

22 : 1 -7) .  
2 .  When the book of  the law was found i n  the 

temp le ,  Jos iah mou rned upon learn i ng  from i t  
how far the peop le had strayed (see 2 K ings 
22 :8 - 1 1 ) 

3. Messengers sent by Josiah went to H u ldah the 
p rophetess.  who p rophesied evi l upon Judah :  
but ,  she sai d ,  Jos iah wou l d  not  see it (2 K ings 
22 : 1 2-20) .  

4 .  Josiah had al l  the peop le  gather to hear the law 
and to covenant to obey it (see 2 K ings 23: 1 -3 ) .  

5 .  I do latrous worsh ip  and the wicked pr iests were 
destroyed in J udah , and the Passover was 
re inst ituted (see 2 K ings 23A-25) .  

6 .  Despite thei r attempts a t  reform , the  Lord said ,  
J udah had s i nned too g rievously and wou ld be 
destroyed (see 2 K ings 23 26-28) .  

7 .  Jos iah was s la in  i n  batt le against the Egyptians 
(see 2 K ings 23 29-30) .  

C. 2 Kings 23:31 -25 :30. Judah Became Subject to 
Egypt and Was Then Taken Captive by Babylon 
1 .  Pharaoh-nechoh of Egypt put Judah under  

tr i bute ,  carr ied away K ing Jehoahaz ,  and p laced 
Jehoiak im on J udah 's th rone (see 2 K ings 23:3 1 -
24: 7 ) .  

2 .  Du ring Jehoiach i n ' s  rei gn ,  Nebuchad nezzar 
overth rew Jerusalem and carried away captive 
p romi nent Jews (see 2 K ings 24) . 

3. Zedekiah ,  Babylon ' s  puppet k ing of I s rael ,  
rebel l ed ;  the Babylon ians dest royed Jerusalem, 
s lew Zedekiah ' s  sons,  b l i nded Zedekiah , and 
carr ied him and al l  but the poorest Jews captive 
to Babylon (see 2 K ings 24 : 1 7-25 :2 1 ) .  

4 .  Geda l iah was appointed ru le r  i n  Judah b u t  was 
assassinated ; refugees from J udah f led to Egypt 
(see 2 K ings 25 : 22-26) . 

5. After th i rty-seven years i n  captivity, Jehoiach in  
was released f rom prison i n  Babylon (see 2 
K ings 25 :27-30 ) .  

D. Nahum. Nahum Taught That the Wicked Would 
Be Destroyed 
1 .  Nahum testif ied that the Lord has g reat power 

that none can withstand and that he wou l d  
overth row t h e  wicked (see Nahum 1 ) . 

' SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion  302 student manual , 1 9- 1  through 1 9-5. 
Re l ig ion 301 -2 instructor 's gu ide ,  Appendix A, 67.  
Deuteronomy 8 : 1 9-20 .  What had the Lord dec reed 

wou l d  happen to I s rael if she became ido latrous? 
Jeremiah 1 5A .  What d i d  the Lord say wou ld happen 

because of the wickedness of Manasseh? 
MF, pp. 40-4 1 . What fo rms does ido latry assu me today? 

Re l ig ion 302 stu dent manual , 1 9-6 th rough  1 9- 1 4 .  
Re l ig ion 301 -2 i nstructo r 's gu ide ,  Appendix A,  68. 
1 K ings 1 3 : 2 .  What p rophecy did Josiah fu l f i l l? 
2 Chron ic les 35 :20-24. How d id  Pharaoh-nechoh 

respond when he heard that Jos iah was planning to 
f ight  against h im? 

Zephaniah 1 : 1 . When d i d  Zephaniah prophesy? 
Mosiah 1 :3-5 .  What is the worth of scr iptu re? (see also 

Alma 37: 8-9 ) .  
Nehemiah 8 : 2- 1 0 .  How valuab le were the  scr i ptu res to 

the Jews who retu rned from captivity in Babylon? 
Exod us 1 5 :20 ;  Judges 4A. Who were some women in 

the scr iptu res ,  bes ides Hu ldah ,  who were cal led 
prophetesses? (see a lso I saiah 8 :3 ;  Nehemiah 6 : 1 4 ; 
Luke 2 :36 ;  Acts 2 1  : 9 ) .  

Spencer W. K imbal l ,  " How Rare a Possession-the 
Scr iptures ! "  Ensign , Sept 1 976, pp. 2-5. How 
i m portant have the scr iptu res been to the r ighteous 
since the beg inn ing?  

Re l ig ion 302 stu dent manual , 1 9- 1 5 th rough 1 9-24 ; G- 1  
th rough  GA.  Because Jeremiah m in i stered among 
the Jews d u ri n g  th is part of thei r h i story you may want 
to teach the h i stor ical mater ia l  from lessons 45 and 
46 with th is  part of 2 Kings (see also Jeremiah 1 :  1 -3 ) .  

Dan ie l  1 :  1 -7 .  Where does Dan ie l  f i t  i n  J udah s h i story? 
(see also 2 K ings  24: 1 0- 1 6 ) .  

1 Neph i  1 A ,  1 1 - 1 3 . How d id  the  m in i stry o f  Leh i  relate to 
the downfa l l  of J udah? (see also 2 Nephi  1 A) 

Ezekie l  4-5, 8-9, 1 1 - 1 2 . Prophec'res about the 
wickedness and destruct ion of Jerusalem are g iven . 

2 Neph i  25 :9- 1 0 .  What always p recedes the destruct ion 
of a people? 

OS,  3AO. Why did j udg ments have to be pou red out 
u pon I s rael and Judah? 

Re l ig ion 302 stu dent manual , 20- 1 th rough 20-9. 
1 Neph i  9 :6 .  Why wi l l  al l  th ings be accompl ished 

accord ing to the Lord 's  wi l l ?  
D & C  29 : 1 1 . 2 1 .  What w i l l  happen to the wicked when 

the Lord returns? 
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2 .  Nahum foreto ld  the destruct ion of N ineveh as a 
type of the destruct ion of the wicked at the Lord ' s  
second com ing  (see Nahum 2-3) .  

E. Habakkuk. Habakkuk Learned That through Faith 
the Just Are Enabled to Endure Temporary 
Setbacks at the Hands of the Wicked 
1 .  Habakkuk asked the Lord why the wicked among 

God's peop le  were going unpun ished (see 
Habakku k 1 : 1 -4 ) .  

2 .  The Lord answered that the wicked wou ld  be 
pun ished by the Cha ldeans (see Habakkuk 1 : 5- 1 1 ) . 

3 .  Habakkuk asked the Lord why a wicked nation 
wou ld  be used to pun ish  those who were more 
r ig hteous than they (see Habakkuk 1 :  1 2-2: 1 ) . 

4 .  The Lord to ld Habakkuk that the power of the 
wicked was temporary and that the r ighteous 
wou ld  yet t r i umph  th rough faith (see Habakkuk 
2 :2-20) .  

5 .  Habakkuk offered a p rayer exto l l i ng  God's 
majesty and rejo ic ing with confidence in  the Lord 
(see H abakkuk 3 ) .  

F. Zephaniah 1 -3. Zephaniah Prophesied of the Day 
of the Lord's Wrath 
1 .  Zephaniah foreto ld  the d ay of destruction and 

wrath that awaited Judah for her wickedness;  
that d ay wou ld  be a type of the Second Coming 
(see Zephan iah 1 ) . 

2 .  Zephaniah foresaw the d estruction and wrath 
that awaited the Ph i l i st ines ,  Moabites,  
Ammonites ,  and Assyr ians (see Zephaniah 2) .  

3 .  Zephaniah spoke of the second coming of Chr ist ,  
a d ay i n  which God's wrath wou ld  destroy a l l  
wickedness and s in  (see Zephaniah 3 :  1 -8) .  

4 .  Zephaniah foresaw the b l ess ing of the r ig hteous 
and the Lord ' s  reign  among them in the last days 
(see Zephaniah 3 : 9-20) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scr iptu re content out l i ne .  Select those concepts that 

The Value of the Scriptures (Section B) 
Review the story of Josiah 's  o btai n ing the book of the 

l aw of God . D i scuss its effect u pon h im and h i s  peop le .  
Use President Spencer W. K imbal l ' s  teach ings  i n  the 
September  1 976 Ensign , pages 2-5, to d iscuss the 
need to study the scr iptu res.  Emphasize the p rofound 
effect the scr i ptu res can have for good u pon those who 
stud y  them d i l i gent ly .  Share the fo l l owing statement 

The Downfa l l  of the Kingdom of Judah (Sections A­
F) 

US ing the ch ronology chart i n  the Re l ig ion 302 
student m anua l , review with stu dents the k ings and 
p rophets i n  I s rael du r ing the several decades just 
before the captivity. H e l p  students understand where 
the various p rophets , i nc l ud ing  Leh i ,  f i t i nto the 
h i stor ical ch ronology (see 1 Neph i  1 :4 ) .  Point out that 
Hezekiah and Josiah were the on ly  r ighteous k ings in 
the 1 50 years before J udah 's  capt iv i ty .  Use such 
scr iptu res as Zephaniah 1 :  1 -4 ,  1 4- 1 8 to i l l u st rate the 
many warn ings  and prophecies g iven to Judah about 
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TPJ S ,  p .  271 . What br ings judg ments upon peop le ,  
c i t ies ,  and  nations? 

Re l ig ion  302 student manual , 22- 1 t h rough 22-8. 
Job 20:5; 21 : 7-20. What is  i nevitab le for the wicked? 
Job 23:6, 1 0 . What benefit i s  there in experienc ing 

t r ibu lat ions? 
1 Nephi 22: 1 6-24 . What wi l l  be the outcome for the 

r ig hteous and for those who oppose the Lord 's 
peop le? 

A lma 3 :26-27 .  What can a l l  be assu red of at  the end of  
th is  l ife? (see a lso A lma 4 1 ) .  

D&C 1 05 :6 .  What i s  o n e  o f  the reasons why t h e  Lord 
a l lows h i s  peop le  to be chastened? 

D&C 1 2 1 :  1 -25.  What d id the Lord teach the Prophet 
Joseph Smith when the Sai nts of h is day were being 
persecuted? 

TPJS ,  pp .  52-53 . What is the just i f icat ion for God 's  wrath 
u pon men? 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 2 1 - 1  t h rough  2 1 -8. 
D&C 1 :8 - 1 6 .  Why wi l l  the Lord ' s  wrath be pou red out 

u pon a l l  men? 
D&C 87:6 .  What are some ev idences of God's wrath in  

the earth? 
D&C 88: 87-95. What wi l l  happen just before Chr ist 's 

second coming to make it  a day of wrath? 
D&C 1 1 2 :23-26. Where w i l l  the day of wrath f i rst 

commence among men? Why? 

you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r students. 

about the val ue  of personal scr ipture study :  " I  f ind that 
when I get casual  in  my re lationsh ips with d iv in ity and 
when i t  seems that no d iv ine ear is l i sten ing and no 
div ine voice i s  speaki ng ,  that I am far ,  far away. I f  I 
immerse myself i n  the scr i ptu res the d istance narrows 
and the sp i r i tual ity retu rns . "  (Spencer w. K imbal l ,  "What 
I Hope You Wi l l  Teach My G randch i l d ren"  [add ress to 
seminary and i nst i tute personne l ] , 1 1  J u ly 1 966, p. 6 . )  

thei r downfa l l  as we l l  as the reason s  fo r  thei r destruction 
(see a lso G-1 through G-4) .  

Because of the s ign if icance of Je remiah 's  m in i stry 
d u ring the f inal years before Judah ' s  captivity, i nc lude 
passages f rom Je remiah i n  you r  d i scussion of Judah 's  
downfa l l  ( see espec ia l ly  l esson 45 , sect ions A-B : l esson 
46, sections A-B ;  0). Use 1 Neph i  1 : 4 ,  1 1 - 1 3 ; 2 Neph i  
1 :4 ;  Omn i  1 :  1 5 : and He lam an 6: 1 0 to t ie the Book of 
Mormon i nto th is  per iod of J udah 's  h i story .  

Re late the cond it ions i n  anc ient  Judah to those in  the 
wor ld  today. Testify of the need to obey the counse ls  of 
the p rophets to avo id a s im i la r  fate.  



JEREM IAH 1 - 1 9  

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Jeremiah 1 ;  1 1  : 1 8-1 2:6 ;  1 5 : 1 0-21 ; 1 7 : 1 4-1 8;  
1 8 : 1 8-23. Jeremiah Was Cal led to Declare 
Repentance to Judah and Experienced Great 
D ifficulty in His Min istry 
1 .  Jeremiah m in i stered from the t ime of K ing 

Jos iah u nt i l the Jews went i nto captivity i n  
Babylon (see Je remiah 1 :  1 -3 ) .  

2 .  Jeremiah was  to ld  that before he came to 
mortal i ty he had been foreordained to be a 
prophet of God (see Jeremiah 1 : 4-5) .  

3 .  The Lord strengthened Je remiah and p repared 
h i m  for h i s  cal l i ng  (see Je remiah 1 : 6-1 9 ) .  

4 .  The peop le  of Anathoth ,  and even Jeremiah 's  
own fam i ly ,  sought to destroy Jeremiah ;  but the 
Lord su pported h im  (see Jeremiah 1 1 :  1 8-23: 
1 2 : 5-6; 1 5 1 0-21 ) .  

5 .  Jeremiah asked t h e  Lord why t h e  wicked 
p rospered (see Jerem iah 1 2 : 1 -4) .  

6 .  Jeremiah pet i t ioned the Lord to overth row h is  
persecutors (see Jeremiah 1 7 : 1 4- 1 8 ;  1 8 : 1 8-23) .  

B. Jerem iah 2 : 1 -3 : 1 1 ;  3 :20-9 :26; 1 0 : 1 -1 1 : 1 7 ;  1 2 :7-1 3 ;  
1 3 :1 -1 5 :9 ;  1 6 : 1 -1 3 ;  1 7 : 1 -1 3, 1 9-27; 1 8-1 9. 
Jeremiah Cal led Judah to Repentance and 
Warned Them of Impending Destruction and 
Exile 
1 .  J udah was warned to fo l l ow the l iv ing God and 

tu rn from worsh ip i ng  ido ls  made by men (see 
Jeremiah 2; 1 0 ; JST, Jerem iah 2 :24) .  

2 .  Judah and I s rae l def i l ed  the  land by the i r  
wickedness (see Jerem iah 3 :  1 - 1 1 ) . 

3 .  The Lord to ld I s rael that he wou ld  defer h is  anger  
and b less them i f  they wou ld  retu rn to  h im (see 
Je remiah 3 : 20-4 :2 ;  4 : 1 4 ;  7 1 -7 ) .  

4 .  Jeremiah repeated ly  rebuked the  inhab itants of 
J udah for the i r  wickedness and prophesied that 
j udg ments ,  destruct ion , and captiv ity wou ld  
come u pon them i f  they d i d  not repent (see 
Jerem iah 4 : 3-6 :30 ;  7 : 8-9 :26;  1 1 :  1 - 1 7 ; 1 27- 1 3: 
1 4 : 1 - 1 5 : 9 ;  1 6 : 1 - 1 3 ; 1 7 : 1 - 1 3) .  

5 .  J udah was promised that i f  t hey  kept the  
Sabbath day ho ly ,  they wou ld  be p reserved from 
captiv ity (see Jeremiah 1 7 : 1 9-27) .  

6 .  Us ing wel l- known objects as symbols ,  the Lord 
taug ht Jerem iah ;  Jerem iah showed to J udah 
their  dep lorab le  condit ion and the resu ltant 
j udg ments that wou l d  come u pon them (see 
Jeremiah 1 3 : 1 8- 1 9 ;  JST, Jeremiah 1 8 : 8 , 1 0 , 1 4) .  

C. Jeremiah 3 :1 2-1 9 ;  1 2: 1 4-1 7 ;  1 6 : 1 4-21 . The 
Promise of a Future Restoration of Judah and 
Israel Was Reaffirmed 
1 .  Jeremiah saw that I s rael and Judah wou ld  be 

gathered in the l ast d ays and become one 
peop le  (see Jeremiah 3 :  1 2- 1 9 ) .  

2 .  Other nat ions were promised an i nheritance with 
I s rael and Judah i f  they wou ld  repent and keep 
the commandments (see Jerem iah 1 2 : 1 4- 1 7 ) .  
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion  302 student manual , 23- 1 t h rough 23-6; 23-24 
th rough  23-25 ; 23-33 th roug h  23-34 ; 23-37 ;  23-40. 

Abraham 3 :22-23 . What truth d i d  the Lord reveal to 
Abraham about the nob le  and g reat sp i rits in the 
premortal l i fe? 

Jeremiah 20 : 7-9. What caused Jeremiah to cont inue i n  
t h e  Lord ' s  work d esp ite g reat d iff icu l ty? 

Proverbs 29:25.  Why was there no reason for Jeremiah 
to fear h i s  persecutors? (see also D&C 30: 1 1 ;  1 22 :9 ) .  

D&C 1 01 :35-38 . What has the Lord promised those who 
suffer persecut ion for h is sake? (see a lso Revelation 
2 : 1 0 ) .  

DS,  1 : 60 .  Because the Lord knows thei r qual ity, he  
chooses certa i n  premortal sp i r its and  foreordains 
them to be h i s  leaders i n  morta l ity (see a lso Alma 
1 3 : 1 0- 1 2 ) .  

B ib l e  d i ct ionary, s .v .  "Jeremiah . "  A good rev iew of  
Je remiah 's  m in i st ry i s  p rovided . 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 23-7 th rough  23-9; 23- 1 1 
th rough  23-23 ; 23-26 ; 23-28 th rough 23-33;  23-35 ; 
23-37 through  23-4 1 . 

John 1 4 : 1 5 . What i s  the test of ou r l oyalty to the Savior? 
D&C 1 :38 .  How i mportant are the words of the 

prophets? (see also D&C 2 1  :5 )  
D&C 1 :  1 4- 1 6 .  What wi I I  happen to those who refuse to 

fo l low the p rophets ,  but i nstead wal k  after thei r own 
god? 

Matthew 1 0 : 4 1 . What promise i s  made to those who 
receive the Lord 's prophets? 

D&C 1 0 1 : 7-8 .  What fool tsh error have members of the 
house of I s rael often committed? (see also I saiah 
26 : 1 6) .  

M F ,  pp .  40-42 . How widespread is t h e  s i n  o f  ido latry 
today? 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 23- 1 0 ;  23-27 ;  23-36. 
Deuteronomy 30:  1 - 1 0 . What promise did the Lord 

extend to I s rael  through  Moses? 
Ezekie l  37 :2 1 -28 . What did the Lord promise I s rael 

wou ld  happen when they were restored in the last 
d ays? (see a lso Amos 9 :  1 4- 1 5 ) .  

D&C 1 1 0 :  1 1 .  Who restored the keys for  the g ather ing of 
I s rael  in the last d ispensat ion? 
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3. The gather ing of I s rael and the br ing ing of the 
ten lost tr ibes from the north wou ld  be one of the 
g reat m i rac les of the last days (see Jeremiah 
1 6 : 1 4-2 1 ) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
sc ri ptu re content out l i ne .  Select those concepts that 
you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r  students. 

Since the book of Jeremiah i s  not arranged in 
ch rono log ical o rder ,  you may fi nd it effective to d raw 
from a l l  parts of the book i n  teach ing Jeremiah 's  l i fe and 

Jeremiah Was Foreordained to Carry a Message to 
Judah (Section A) 

Ask a student to read Jeremiah 1 :4-5 a loud , and then 
b rief ly d iscuss the p ri nc ip le  of foreord i nation . 

Ask students what the Lord req u i red of Jeremiah to 
complete the m iss ion that had been ass ig ned to h im 
before he entered mortal i ty .  Exp la in  that Jeremiah 1 : 1 0  
conta ins the answer .  Put the fo l lowing out l i ne  on the 
chal kboard and d i scuss the message of th is verse : 

" I  have th is  day set thee over the nat ions and over the 
k ingdoms ,  to-

1 .  root out 
2 .  pu l l  down 
3 .  dest roy 
4. th row down 

Jeremiah was to dec lare God's 
j udg ments .  

Opposition to Jeremiah (Section A) 
Noth ing  recorded in the book of Jeremiah shows that 

h i s  message was we l l  received . On the contrary, there 
is evi dence that he was persecuted g reat ly .  Point out 
the fo l lowing exam ples (see also lesson 46,  section A) . 

Jeremiah 1 1 .  There was a p lot in Jerem iah 's  
hometown to take h i s  l i fe .  (Afte r study ing th is  chapter ,  
you m ight want to ask students how this story paral le ls  
an i nc ident i n  the Savior 's  l i fe;  see Lu ke 4 : 1 6-30 . )  

Jeremiah 1 2 :6 .  Even Jeremiah ' s  fami ly  dealt 
treacherous ly with h i m .  

Jeremiah 20 : 1 -2. Wicked pr i ests opposed Jeremiah.  
Jeremiah 26:8-9.  Mobs took Jeremiah and brought 

A Time of Judgment (Section B) 
Jeremiah 's t ime was one of severe judg ments, wh ich 

he su rv ived . H i s  da i ly  task was to cal l people to 
repentance .  

An i m portant message of  the p rophets of  any day is 
to repent or  peri sh .  The Lord cons iders cal l i ng  people to 
repentance to be one of the th ings of most worth that a 
r ighteous i n d iv idua l , p roper ly cal led , can do (see D&C 
1 5 :6 ;  1 6 :6 ;  1 9 : 3 1 ) .  
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D&C 1 33 :26-33 . What are some of the mi rac les that wi l l  
be assoc iated w i th  the return  o f  the  ten  lost tr i bes of 
I s rae l?  

m in i st ry .  The lessons i n  the i nstructor 's gu ide fo l low the 
chapters i n  the student  manual ; however, th is  
organ izat ion somet imes separates re lated mater ia l . 
Review a l l  th ree lessons on Jerem iah befo re you 
determ ine what approach to take . 

5 .  bu i l d  
6 .  p lant" 

Jeremiah was to declare the 
prom ises of God 's  mercy, 
which wou ld  br ing about a futu re 
restorat ion . 

A main theme of the book of Jeremiah is that a l though 
the people wou ld  be p lucked up  and scattered far from 
thei r land because of the i r  i n i qu i t ies ,  in due time a 
remnant wou ld  retu rn ,  the land wou ld  be rep lanted by 
repentant and fai thfu l I s rael i tes ,  and the people 
themselves wou ld  become fru i tfu l unto the Lord . 

accusat ions aga inst h i m .  
Jeremiah 36:26.  The k ing soug ht t o  take Jeremiah 

and h is  scr ibe Baruch .  
Jeremiah 38:4-6. Pr inces cast Jeremiah i nto a 

d ungeon . 
Note that j ust because an i n d iv idua l  m ight have been 

foreordained to certai n cal l i ngs  in mortal i ty does not 
mean that fu l f i l l i ng those cal l i ngs  and ass ignments wi l l  
b e  easy . D iscuss br ief ly Jeremiah 's  responses t o  h is  
cha l lenges (see Jeremiah 1 7 : 1 4- 1 8 ;  1 8 : 1 8-23 ; 20 :7-9) .  
Teach students how they shou ld respond to the 
cha l lenges that face them as they attempt to complete 
thei r appoi nted m iss ions in mortal i ty .  

List some of the sins for which Jeremiah chastized 
I s rae l .  Com pare those s ins  with s ins  of our t ime .  He lp  
students understand that tt1.8 on ly  path of  safety is  
repentance and obed ience to the counse l  of  l iv ing 
p rophets . Review some of  the counsel  that has been 
g iven by the p rophet in recent general confe rences . 



J EREM IAH 20-22 ; 24-29; 32; 

34-45; 52; LAMENTATIONS 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Jeremiah 20 ; 26; 28; 32 : 1 -5 ;  36; 37: 1 1 -21 ; 38: 1 -1 3, 
28. Jeremiah Experienced Opposition 
throughout His Ministry 
1 .  Jeremiah was sm itten .  pu t  i n  stocks , and 

continua l ly  der ided : he prophesied agai nst h is  
oppressors and lamented h i s  b i rth (see 
Jeremiah 20) . 

2. D u ri ng  Jehoiaki m 's  re i gn ,  Jeremiah prophesied 
of destruct ion and was the refo re condemned to 
death by the peop le .  but he was acq u i tted after 
bei ng arraig ned and tr ied before the pri nces of 
Judah (see Jeremiah 26) . 

3. Baruch recorded Jerem iah 's  p rophecies and 
dec lared them before the people ,  but K ing 
Jehoiak im bu rned the records ;  Jeremiah gave 
the Lord 's  word ag ain to Baruch (see Jeremiah 
36) . 

4. Hananiah spoke false p rophecies against the 
word of Jeremiah but d ied . as the Lord had 
foreto ld  (see Jeremiah 28) . 

5. Jeremiah was i m prisoned d u ri ng  much of the 
Babylon ian siege of Jerusalem (see Jeremiah 
32: 1 -5 ;  37 : 1 1 -2 1 ; 38 : 1 - 1 3 , 28) . 

B. Jeremiah 21 -22 ; 25: 1 -1 1 ;  27: 1 2-22 ; 29 ; 32:6-44 ; 
34-35; 37 : 1 -1 0 ;  38 : 1 4-27. Jeremiah Prophesied of 
the Destruction and Captivity of Judah and 
Related Events 
1 .  I n  the days of Jehoiakim ,  Jeremiah prophesied of 

the desolat ion of Judah and of seventy years of 
captiv ity in Babylon (see Jeremiah 25 : 1 - 1 1 ) . 

2. Jeremiah warned the k ings of Judah that the i r  
wickedness wou l d  br ing ru in  u pon the i r  nation 
(see Jeremiah 22) . 

3. The r ighteousness of the Rechabites was 
contrasted with the wicked ness of the Jews as 
just i f icat ion for the calamity that wou ld come 
u pon J udah (see Je remiah 35) .  

4 .  Jeremiah p rophesied of  the impending downfa l l  
of Judah (see Jeremiah 2 1 ; 27 : 1 2-22 ; 34 1 -7 ;  
37 : 1 - 1 0 ; 38: 1 4-27) .  

5 .  Jeremiah sent  a message to the Jews who were 
al ready captives in Babylon (see Jeremiah 29) .  

6 .  Jeremiah was commanded to pu rchase a f ie ld  i n  
Anathoth as  a s ign  that Judah wou ld  return from 
captivity: Jeremiah prophesied of that return and 
of the redemption of I s rae l in  the last days (see 
Jeremiah 32: 6-44 ) .  

7 .  The  Lord denounced Zedekiah and  h is  people 
for reens lavi ng  servants who had been f reed 
(see Jeremiah 34 :8-22) .  

C. Jeremiah 25: 1 2-38; 27 :1 -1 2. Jeremiah 
Prophesied of the Downfal l  of Wicked Nations 
1 .  The overth row of d iverse nat ions and wor ldwide 

destruct ion i n  the last days was p rophesied (see 
Jeremiah 25: 1 2-38 ) .  

2 .  Jeremiah used a yoke t o  i l l u st rate h is  prophecy 
of the bondage that Babylon wou ld  impose upon 
many nat ions (see Jeremiah 27 : 1 - 1 2) .  
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 24- 1 th rough 24-3 ; 24-9 
through 24- 1 1 ;  24- 1 3 ;  24- 1 5 ;  24-2 1 th rough  24-22; 
24-34 . 

1 Peter 4: 1 2- 1 4 .  Was Jeremiah the on ly one among the 
Lord ' s  servants to experience op pos it ion? (see also 
Hebrews 1 1  :36-38;  Matthew 1 0 : 1 6- 1 8 , 22) . 

Car los E. Asay , i n  C R ,  Oct. 1 98 1 . Why is there 
opposit ion to the Lord ' s  work, and how shou ld Saints 
respond to those who f ight God 's  work? 

Spencer W. K imbal l ,  i n  CR, Apr .  1 978, pp. 1 1 5- 1 7 .  
President K imba l l  warns agai nst reject ing the 
prophets and d iscusses some of the reasons why 
prophets are rejected . 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 24-4 th roug h  24-6; 24- 1 2 ;  
24- 1 4 ;  24- 1 6 ;  24- 1 8 th rough 24-20 .  Many p rophets 
spoke of the j udgments of God that wou ld  come upon 
the Lord ' s  people for reject ing him (see lesson 36,  
sect ion B ;  lesson 37 ,  sect ion 0 ;  lesson 44, section C ) .  

Re l ig ion  302  stu dent manual . 24-8 ; 24- 1 2 .  
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D. Jeremiah 39, 52. Jeremiah Witnessed the 
Overthrow of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar 
1 .  Jerusa lem was besieged and the tem p le  and c i ty 

wal ls  were destroyed ; Zedekiah was captu red , 
b l i nded . and taken captive with h i s  people (see 
Jeremiah 39 : 1 - 1 0 ; 52: 1 - 1 6 , 28-32) .  

2 .  Je remiah 's  l i fe was p reserved (see Jeremiah 
39 : 1 1 - 1 8) .  

3 .  T h e  vesse ls  o f  t h e  Lord 's  house were p l unde red , 
and the ch i ef p r iests were k i l l ed  (see Jeremiah 
52 : 1 7-27) .  

E. Jeremiah 40-45. Jeremiah Continued to Labor 
with the Remnant of Judah 
1 .  The Babylonians made Gedal iah the governor of 

the remnant i n  Judah ,  and Jeremiah remained i n  
Judah (see Jeremiah 40) .  

2 .  I shmael k i l l ed  Gedal iah and sought to carry away 
the rem nant of peop le ,  but  they were rescued by 
Johanan (see Je remiah 4 1 ) .  

3 .  Jeremiah warned Johanan that Babylon wou ld  
over ru n  Egypt,  but Johanan took Je rem iah and 
the peop le  there anyway (see Jeremiah 42-43) .  

4 .  Je remiah p rophes ied of d estruct ion upon the 
remnant i n  Egypt (see Je remiah 44) .  

5 .  Je remiah p romised Baruch that h i s  l ife wou ld  be 
p reserved (see Jeremiah 45) .  

F .  Lamentations. Jeremiah Cried Out Because of 
J udah's Miserable Condition 
1 .  Jeremiah lamented the d estruction of Je rusalem 

(see Lamentat ions 1 ) . 
2 .  Je remiah mourned , see ing  that the Lord had 

b rought  just vengeance u pon h is  peop le  (see 
Lamentat ions 2 ) .  

3 .  Jeremiah bemoaned Judah 's  condi t ion ,  bu t  he  
expressed trust i n  God (see Lamentat ions 3 ) .  

4 .  The  cond it ion o f  Judah was out l ined (see 
Lamentat ions 4 ) .  

5 .  Je remiah offered a p rayer for me'cy from 
Jehovah (see Lamentat ions 5) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing  in the 
scr i ptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

The Lord Forewarned H is Chi ldren (Sections A-B) 
G ive students an overview of the Lord ' s  prophet ic 

warn ings  to J u dah to help them understand that short of 
denying Judah the i r agency, the Lord did everyth ing to 
help them avo i d  the calamity that came u pon them (see 
Levit icus  26: 1 4 , 33 ;  Deute ronomy 28 :  1 5 , 25; Ezekie l  
22: 1 5 ; 1 Nephi  1 :4 :  Jeremiah 5 : 1 0- 1 7 ;  6 : 1 8-23 ; 9 :9- 1 6 ;  
1 7 : 1 -4 ;  2 1  :3- 1 0 ;  25 : 8- 1 1 ) . 

Ask students why they feel the Lord issued such 

The Dedi cation of the Lord's Chosen Servants 
(Section A) 

Review the l i fe of Je rem iah and h i s  many t r ia ls .  
D iscuss the fact  that the Lord 's servants sacr i f ice 
g reatly to he l p others avoi d  sorrow and obta in  
happ iness .  Read Matthew 5 :  1 0- 1 2 . He lp  stud ents see 
that the leaders the Lord has cal led are very much 

92 

Re l ig ion  302 student manual , G - 1  t h rough G-4;  24-25 . 
2 K ings 25: 1 -2 1 . The destruct ion of Jerusa lem is 

recounted (see a lso 2 C h ron ic les 36: 1 4-21 ) .  
2 Neph i  1 :4 .  What d i d  t he  Neph ites l earn about 

Je rusa lem after they left the c ity? 
He laman 6: 1 0; 8 :2 1 . Which son of Zedekiah escaped 

d eath at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar? What 
happened to h im?  (See Jeremiah 39 :6 ;  52 : 1 0; Omn i  
1 : 1 5 . )  

2 Neph i  25 :3 ,  9 .  What does the Lord always d o  before 
he sends j udgments u pon a nation? 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 24-23 th rough 24-24 . 
3 Neph i  1 0:4-6 .  What does th is  scr i ptu re say about the 

Lord ' s  des i re to save his ch i l d ren? (see a lso 2 Peter 
3 :9 ) .  

Mosiah 4 :6 ,  1 1 .  H ow shou l d  we respond to  God 's  
longsuffer ing toward us? 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 24-26 th rough 24-33 . 
Ezek ie l  1 8 :20-23 , 3 1 -32. Does the Lord want to pun ish  

h i s  c h i l d ren? 
3 Neph i  8 :24-25 . How wi l l  the w icked fee l about the 

words of the p rophets when the Day of Judgment 
comes? 

Alma 1 2 : 1 1 .  How are people caug ht i n  the cha ins of 
he l l ?  (see also 2 Nephi  9 :45 ;  28 :  1 9 ; D&C 93 :39) .  

D&C 1 36 :34-36. What are the consequences of  
rejecti ng the prophets? 

D&C 1 :37-38.  When the Lord 's servants speak for h im .  
the i r  words wi l l  be fu lf i l l ed .  

you feel w i l l  be the most he lpfu l  t o  you r  students .  

f requent and strong warn ings  to the Jews . Were the 
Jews suff ic ient ly forewarned? Refer to Ezek ie l  1 8 :20-32 . 
D iscuss what determi nes whether  o r  not pun ishments 
are j ust i f ied . Ask whether the Lord des i res to pun ish h i s  
c h i l d ren .  Show that h i s  warn ings  are to  he lp  avert 
ca lamit ies and avoid sorrow. 

Apply these same pr inc i p les to our t ime by rev iewi ng 
some of the prophet ic g u idance we have been g iven . 
D iscuss the p robable conseq uences of rejecti ng i t .  

i nte rested i n  the eterna l  welfare of  those they labor with . 
Us ing  Pres i dent Spencer W K imba l l 's tal k i n  
Conference Report ,  Ap r i l  1 978. pages 1 1 5- 1 7 ,  d i scuss 
the reasons why people reject the Lord 's servants . 
Cha l lenge students to support and sustain those whom 
the Lord has cal l ed  as leaders in his k ingdom.  



JEREM IAH 23; 30-3 1 ; 33 ; 46-5 1 ; OBADIAH 4 7  

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Jeremiah 23 ; 30-31 ; 33 ; 50:4-8, 1 7-20. Jeremiah 
Spoke of Israel's Restoration in the Latter Days 
1 .  R ighteous shepherds wou ld  be ca l led to teach 

and he lp  I s rael wh i le  they we re gathered in from 
the i r long d ispers ion (see Jeremiah 23 : 1 -4 ;  
30 : 1 8-24 ) . 

2 .  David (Ch r ist) the i r  k ing wou ld  ru le Over Is rael i n  
t he  last d ays (see Je remiah 23:5-8 ;  30 : 8-9;  
33 : 1 4-22 ) . 

3 .  Fa lse prophets who corru pted God's peop l e  
wou ld  be c u rsed (see Jeremiah 23 :9-40) . 

4 .  I s rael and Judah wou ld  be restored to the i r  own 
lands (see Jeremiah 30 : 1 -3 ) . 

5 .  There wou l d  be a t ime of d i st ress and 
pun ishment before I s rael wou ld  be gathered 
(see Je remiah 30 :4-7 , 1 0- 1 7 ;  JST,  Jeremiah 
30 : 1 2 , 1 5) . 

6 .  The k ingdoms of I s rael  and Judah wou l d  be 
restored and receive the gospel of Jesus Chri st 
(see Je remiah 3 1 ; 33: 1 - 1 4 , 23-26 ; 50:4-8, 1 7-20) . 

B. Jeremiah 46-49 ; 50 : 1 -3,  9-1 6, 21 -46; 51 . Jeremiah 
Pronounced J udgments u pon Nations That Had 
Been Enemies of Israel 
1 .  The Egypt ians and Ph i l is t ines wou l d  be 

d estroyed by Babylon (see Jeremiah 46-47) . 
2 .  Moab,  Ammon,  Edom , Damascus ,  Kedar, Hazor. 

and E l am wou ld  also feel the wrath of God by the 
hand of Babylon (see Jeremiah 48-49) 

3 .  Because of the i r own pr ide and wickedness,  
Baby lon wou ld  be dest royed (see Jeremiah 
50 : 1 -3, 9- 1 6 , 2 1 -46; 5 1 ) 

c. Obadiah. Obadiah Prophes ied of the Downfal l  of 
Edom and of the Lord's Great Work in the Latter 
Days 
1 .  Doom wou l d  overtake Edom because of her  

pr ide and w ickedness (see Obadiah 1 :  1 -9 ) . 
2 .  Edom wou l d  fal l because she had dealt 

treacherous ly with Judah by s id i ng  with Babylon 
(see Obad i ah 1 : 1 0- 1 4 ) . 

3 .  A day of j udgment wi l l  come u pon a l l  nat ions 
(see Obadiah 1 : 1 5- 1 6) . 

4 .  I s rael w i l l  be de l ivered and regain the lands and 
posit ion that her  enem ies have taken from her 
(see Obadiah 1 : 1 7-20) . 

5 .  Saviors wou ld  "come up on mount Z ion" 
(Obad iah 1 : 2 1 ) . 

SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 25- 1 th rough  25- 1 8 ;  �5-
30. 

3 Nephi 1 4 : 1 5 . What special  warn ing  did the Savior g ive 
about fa lse prophets? 

Deuteronomy 1 3 : 1 -5 .  What was the l aw regard ing  false 
prophets? (see Deuteronomy 1 8 :20) . 

AF, pp .  328-44 . The g ather i ng of I s rael i s  summarized 
(with annotated references) .  

Ezek ie l  34.  The Lord rebuked the shepherds of  I s rael 
who a l lowed h i s  f locks to be scattered , and he 
prophesied of the g ather ing under  the True Shepherd 
(see a lso Ezekie l  37 :2 1 -25) 

OS,  3 : 247 .  Wh ich t r ibe is to p lay the lead ing ro le i n  
g ather ing t h e  house o f  I s rae l ?  Why? 

TPJS ,  pp .  1 4- 1 5 . What d i d  the P rophet Joseph Sm ith 
say about the fu l f i l l i ng  of the covenant as Jeremiah 
and other  prophets had foreto ld? 

Bruce R .  McConk ie ,  The Promised Messiah , pp .  1 92-
93. Who i s  the Dav id  of the l atter  day? 

Re l ig ion 302 student manua l , 25- 1 9 th rough 25-24. 
D&C 1 : 1 6 , 36 ;  1 33 1 4 . Because of the i r  wickedness, 

Babylon and I d u mea ( Edom) became sym bols of the 
wickedness of the wor ld . 

Isa iah 1 4 : 1 -3 .  What promise is made to I s rae l? 
D&C 1 2 1 : 23-25 . What eventua l l y  wi l l  happen to the 

wicked who oppress the Lord 's peop le ,  I s rael? 

Re l ig ion  302 student manual , 25-25 through 25-29; 25-
3 1 . 

Ezekiel 35 ;  25 : 1 2- 1 4 .  What J udgments were 
pronounced u pon Edom , or Mount Se i r? (see also 
I sa iah 34 :5- 1 5 ;  Amos 1 :  1 1 - 1 2 ) . 

Genes is 36: 1 . What is another name for Esau? 
TPJS ,  p. 223 . Who are the saviors on Mount Zion that 

Obadiah spoke of? 
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SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing  in the 
scr i ptu re content out l i ne .  Select those concepts that 

Jeremiah Taught about the Gathering of Israel 
(Section A) 

Lesson 42, on I saiah 48-54 , dealt with the scatte r ing 
and gather ing of I s rae l ,  so review it before prepari ng 
th is  lesson . 

Prepare the fo l lowi ng as a handout ,  or write the 
scr i ptu re references on the chal kboard for d i scussion . 
Point out that Jeremiah test i f ied of the gather ing and 
made the fo l lowi ng prophecies :  

1 .  I s rael wou ld  be gathered f rom among a l l  nat ions 
(see Je remiah 23 :3-4) .  

2 .  T h e  gather ing o f  I s rael from t h e  fou r corners o f  the 
earth and the br i ng ing  of the ten tr i bes from the north 
wou ld  be a g reater m i rac le  than ancient I s rae l ' s  
c ross ing  the Red  Sea  on d ry g round (see Jeremiah 
23: 7-8 ; 1 6 : 1 4- 1 5 ) .  

3 .  I s rael and  J udah wou l d  be restored to  the i r  own 
lands (see Jeremiah 30: 1 -4; 3 : 1 8 ;  1 6 : 1 5 ; 32 :37) .  

4 .  I s rael wou ld  be gathered i nd iv idua l ly  (p robably a 
reference to m iss ionary work; see Jeremiah 3 : 1 4- 1 5 ) .  

5 .  Jerusa lem wou ld  be "the th rone o f  the  Lord " 
(Jerem iah 3 : 1 7 ) ,  and J udah and I s rael wou ld  walk 
together (see Jeremiah 3 :  1 7- 1 8 ;  50 :4-5 ) .  

6 .  The  covenant God had made with both I s rae l and 
J udah wou ld  be renewed ; they wou l d  know h i m ,  and he 

The Branch, a Descendant of David, Will Rule Israel 
(Section A) 

An i m portant truth taught by Jeremiah and other  
prophets i s  that a " B ranch" ( I saiah 1 1 : 1 ) , a descend ant 
of David ,  wi l l  ru l e  I s rae l .  I saiah testi f ied of th is  truth , and 
so d i d  Zechar iah and Jeremiah (see Zechariah 3 :8 ;  
Jeremiah 23 :5-6; 33:  1 5- 1 8}. 

List on the chal kboard the fo l l owi ng characte r ist ics of 
the "B ranc h " :  

1 .  He  wi l l  be a k i n g  w h o  wi l l  reign  and p rosper .  
2 .  He  wi l l  execute judg ment and just ice .  
3 .  In  h i s  day ,  Judah wi l l  be saved and I s rael wi l l  

dwe l l  safe ly .  
4 .  He  wi l l  be ca l led "the Lord ou r  R ig hteousness" 

(Jeremiah 23 :6 ) .  
Ask  who th is  B ranch is  who i s  a descendant o f  David .  

Read the fo l lowi ng statement by E lder  B ruce R .  McConk ie :  

Righteous Israel Wi l l  Personally Know Her King 
(Section A) 

The day wi l l  come when the gospel wi l l  go to al l  
nat ions and r ig hteous I s rael wi l l  be safe ly gathe red i n .  
Jeremiah foresaw that day with its attendant b lessi ngs .  

Write Jerem iah 3 1  : 3 1 -34 and 33 :7 - 1 1 on the 
chal kboard . Ask students to  read those refe rences . 
Out l i ne  on the chal kboard the message of those 
passages .  You m ight want to i nc l ude  the fo l l owing : 
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you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r  students .  

wou l d  be the i r God (see Jeremiah 3 1  :3 1 -34 ; 32:36-44 ; 
50:4-5 ) .  

7 .  Eph rai m ,  as  the f i rstborn , wou ld  have the  r ig hts of 
the p riesthood , thus be ing respons ib le  for gather ing 
I s rael i n  the latter days (see Jeremiah 3 1  : 6-9) . 

D iscuss Pres ident Joseph F ie ld ing  Smith 's  statement 
about Ephraim ' s  be ing at the head of I s rael in the latte r 
days (see Doctrines of Salvation , 3: 252-53) .  

Ask students what respons ib i l ity rests on them to 
fu l f i l l  the p rophet ic words of Jerem iah .  He lp  them to see 
the fo l lowi ng concepts:  

1 .  For the most part they are the Ephraim of the latte r 
days foreseen by the prophets . 

2 .  They share i n  the respons ib i l ity to gather I s rael 
from the fou r  corners of the earth .  

3 .  When the ten  lost tr i bes retu rn from the  north , they 
wi l l  come to Ephrai m to receive the i r b less ings .  

4 .  Ephra im has the respons ib i l i ty of  do ing work for 
the dead . Those who wou ld  accept this responsi b i l ity 
were cal led "saviors . . .  on mount Z ion" (Obad iah 1 : 2 1 ; 
see a lso Re l ig ion  302 student manual , 25-3 1 ) .  Share 
you r  test i mony that even though the work seems 
i m mense and the bu rden g reat , the Lord wi l l  help us 
accom p l i sh  i t .  

"Ch rist i s  the Son of David ,  the Seed of David ,  the 
i n heritor ,  through Mary his mother ,  of the b lood of the 
g reat k ing . He  i s  a lso cal led the Stem of Jesse and the 
B ranch ,  mean ing  Branch of David .  Messian ic 
prophecies under these head ings  deal with the power 
and domin ion  he sha l l  w ie ld as he sits on Dav id 's  
th rone ,  and have refe rence al most exc l usively to  h is  
second sojou rn on p lanet earth . . .  

"That the Branch of Davi d i s  Ch ri st i s  perfectly 
c lear . . .  he i s  also ca l led David ,  . . .  he is  a new Davi d ,  
a n  Eternal David ,  who shal l reign  forever o n  the throne 
of his ancient ancestor . " (Promised Messiah ,  pp. 1 92-
93 . )  

Testify that Ch r ist wi l l  retu rn t o  b e  k ing over h is  
peop le  I s rael as  Jeremiah and other  prophets have 
p rophes ied . 

1 .  The Lord wi l l  make a new covenant with Is rael and 
Judah .  

2 .  The covenant wi l l  be sp i r i tual  and wi l l  be  l ived by 
each i nd iv idual so that they wi l l  personal ly  know the 
Savior ,  who wi l l  wal k in the i r m idst ,  and it wi l l  be a t ime of 
joy and happ i ness .  

Chal lenge students to l ive so that they can enjoy the 
b less ings  of that g reat day.  



EZEKIEL 1 -24 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Ezekiel 1 -3. Ezekiel Was Appointed by the Lord to 
Be a Watchman for the House of Israel 
1 .  Ezek ie l  saw a g lo rious v is ion of the Lord s itt i ng 

upon a th rone (see Ezekie l  1 ) .  
2 .  The Lord ca l led Ezek ie l  to speak the word of  God 

u nto the house of I s rael (see Ezekie l  2 :  1 -3 :  1 4 , 
22-27) .  

3 .  Ezek ie l  was to l d  that he wou ld  be respons ib le  for 
I s rae l ' s  s i ns  i f  he fai led to warn the peop le (see 
Ezekie l  3 :  1 5-27 ) .  

B. Ezekiel 4-1 3. Ezekiel Prophesied the Judgments 
of the Lord upon Jerusalem and the House of 
Israel 
1 .  Ezek ie l  pred icted s iege ,  fam ine ,  destruct ion , and 

the scatter i ng  of the i nhabi tants of Jerusalem 
because of the i r  wickedness (see Ezekie l  4-7) .  

2 .  Ezekie l  was shown i n  v is ion the ido latry of  I s rael 
(see Ezek ie l  8) . 

3. Ezek ie l  foresaw the s laug hter ,  destruct ion ,  and 
eventual  capt iv i ty of the Jews, beg i nn i ng  at the 
house of God (see Ezek ie l  9 ) .  

4 .  Ezekie l  saw another  v is ion l i ke the  one  recorded 
i n  Ezekie l  1 (see Ezek ie l  1 0) .  

5 .  Ezek ie l  prophesied the captivity o f  Judah  by the 
Babylon ians ,  the scatter ing of the Jews 
th roug hout the nations ,  and the i r  eventual 
gather ing  (see Ezek ie l  1 1 ) .  

6 .  Ezek ie l  port rayed Jerusalem's i mpend ing  
downfal l by two sym bol ic  acts (see Ezekie l  1 2 ) .  

7 .  Ezek ie l  p rophes ied agai nst t he  fal se prophets , 
sorcerers,  and d iv iners of ancient I s rael (see 
Ezek ie l  1 3) .  

C .  Ezekiel 1 4-20. Ezekiel Decried the Wickedness of 
J udah and Said Her Punishments from God Were 
J ustified 
1 .  Ezek ie l  ca l led h i s  people to repentance and 

gave an a l legory to show Jerusalem 's r i peness 
for destruct ion (see Ezek ie l  1 4- 1 5 ;  JST, Ezekie l  
1 4 :9 ) .  

2 .  Ezekie l  rem i nded Jerusalem of God's good ness 
to her  and of how she had proved u nfaithfu l  to 
the Lord (see Ezekie l  1 6 : 1 -34 ) .  

3 .  Ezekie l  prophesied woes upon Jerusalem and 
sa id that she was worse than Sod om and 
Samar ia (see Ezek ie l  1 6 : 35-63) .  

4 .  Ezekie l  de l ivered and i nterp reted a parab le  
about J udah 's  be ing taken captive by Babylon 
(see Ezek ie l  1 7) .  

5 .  Ezek ie l  taug ht that m e n  wi l l  b e  pun ished fo r thei r 
own s i ns  but  that they can avoid sp i r i tual  death 
by repent i ng  (see Ezek ie l  1 8) .  

6 .  Us ing  a l legor ies ,  Ezekie l  l amented I s rael ' s  
cond i t ion ,  say ing that i t resulted f rom her  fai l u re 
to keep her  covenants with God (see Ezekie l  
1 9 : 1 -20 :32) . 

48 

SUPPLEMENTARY STUOY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 302 student manua l , 26- 1 th rou gh 26- 1 5 .  
Ezekiel 3 3 :  1 -9 .  What are t h e  d ut ies of the  Lord 's 

watchmen? 
Jacob 1 : 1 9 . What respons ib i l ity must p rophets bear i f  

they fai l to teach as they have been i n structed? 
Exod us 3 ,  I saiah 6 ,  Je rem i ah 1 .  These scr iptu res show 

that G od ca l ls  h is  p rophets and g ives them authority 
to speak for  h i m .  

Ezra Taft Benson , i n  C R ,  Apr .  1 973, p p .  49-50. Who are 
the Lord 's modern watchmen and what are thei r 
responsi  b i  I i t ies? 

Re l ig ion  302 student man ua l .  26- 1 6 th rough 26-39. 
Hosea 1 3 : 1 -4 .  What warn i ng d i d  the Lord g ive about 

ido lat ry in Hosea's t ime? 
Ezekie l  23:46-49 . What d id  the Lord say wou ld  resu l t  

from J u dah 's  i do lat ry? 
D&C 1 :  1 4- 1 6 .  What is the word of the Lord to modern 

Chu rc h  leaders respect i ng  ido latry? 
I saiah 9: 1 3- 1 6 .  What happens sp i r i tua l ly  to people who 

heed false prophets? (see also Je remiah 23: 1 3-22) 
He laman 1 3 : 24-29 . How do the wicked respond to 

p rophets? to fa lse prophets? 
TPJ S ,  p. 271 . Rejection of the gospel and of the 

prophets who teach i t  b r i ngs  u pon men the 
j udg ments of God . 

Re l ig ion  302 student manua l ,  26-40 th rough 26-53 . 
Luke 1 3 :3 .  What is God 's  d ec ree for those who , hav ing 

had the chance ,  refuse to repent? (see also 1 Neph i  
1 4 :5 ;  A lma 9 :  1 2) .  

Deuteronomy 29 1 2-29. What d i d  Moses say wou ld  
happen i f  I s rael broke he r  specia l  covenant with 
God? 

TPJS ,  p .  55. Who i s  the sou rce of goodn ess for a l l  
people? What makes i t  poss ib le  for them to partake of 
h is good n ess? 

AF, p .  59.  When and why i s  pun ish ment for sin meted 
out? 

DBY,  p .  55. Why does God send p lag u es and 
destructions  upon nat ions? 

AF, pp .  60-6 1 . What i s  the d u rat ion of p u n ishment for 
any s in?  
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7. The Lord wi l l  yet accept h i s  chosen people ,  but 
only when the i r  pun i shment has been completed 
(see Ezekie l  20 :33-49) .  

D .  Ezekiel 21 -24. Ezekiel Forcefu lly Prophesied of 
the Conquest of Jerusalem 
1 .  The Lord commanded Ezekie l  to prophesy of 

Babylon 's  success in the s iege against 
Je rusa lem (see Ezekie l  2 1 ) .  

2 .  Ezek ie l  cata loged the s ins  o f  the Jews (see 
Ezek ie l  22) . 

3 .  I s rael  and Judah were l i kened by Ezekie l  to two 
har lots whose l overs became thei r conquerors 
(see Ezek ie l  23 ;  JST, Ezek ie l  23 : 1 7 , 22, 28) . 

4. The parab le  of the boi l i ng pot portrayed the 
siege and captiv ity of Jerusalem (see Ezekie l  
24: 1 - 1 4) .  

5 .  Ezek ie l  was commanded not t o  mourn for h i s  
wife when s h e  d ied (see Ezekie l  24 : 1 5-27) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scri ptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

Ezekiel i n  Historical Perspective (Sections A-D) 
Us ing the Re l ig ion  302 student manual , 26-2 , and the 

B ib le  d i ct ionary ,  s .v .  " Ezekie l , "  he l p students 
understand that Ezek ie l  prophesied of the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the Babylon ian captivity from Babylon 
where he was a l ready a captive. Br ief ly review the 

What Is the Prophet's Role? (Section A) 
A prophet i s  one commiss ioned by the Lord to speak 

on h i s  behal f .  Read Ezek ie l  2 with the c lass,  and point 
out that Ezekie l ' s  ca l l  resemb led that of other  p rophets 
ca l led at ear l i e r  t imes (see Exod us 3, I saiah 6 ,  Jeremiah 
1 ) . The ph rase "hav ing been commiss ioned of Jesus 
Ch rist" has more mean ing than i s  somet imes rea l ized . 

A prophet i s  more than a spokesman ; he is also a 
watchman .  Write the word watchman on the 
chal kboard , and d i scuss the respons i b i l i t ies of a 
watchman (see Re l ig ion  302 student manual , 26- 1 4) .  

Ask students how a prophet i s  l i ke an ancient 
watch man . Read Ezekie l  3 : 1 7-2 1 , and point  out that the 

Ezekiel 's Use of Symbolism (Sections B-C) 
Point out that Ezeki e l ,  l i ke many ancient prophets , 

emp loyed symbo l ism and parabl e  to convey h is  
messag e .  Although  we may not  understand  the  
mean i ng  of every symbo l ,  we shou ld  strive to  ga in such 
understan d i n g ,  fo r  i t  w i l l  he lp  us  see more c lear ly the 

Men Will Be Punished for Their Own Sins (Section C) 
Read Ezek ie l  1 8 :2-4 .  Note that the Lord rejected the 

p roverb used in ancient I s rael that taug ht that ch i l d ren 
were pun ished for the i r  parents' s ins.  Point out that wh i l e  
it i s  t r ue  that ch i l d ren  somet imes suffer i n  consequence 
of evi l s  committed by thei r parents, God wi l l  not ho ld the 
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Re l ig ion  302 student manual , 26-54 th rough 26-64 . 
Jeremiah 52 .  Je remiah gave an account of the 

overth row of Je rusa lem and the d esecration of the 
temp le  (see a lso Jeremiah 39 ;  2 Kings 25;  2 
C h ron ic les 36 :  1 4-2 1 ) .  

Ezek ie l  33 :2 1 -22 . How d i d  Ezek ie l  l earn that h i s  
prophecies of the d ownfal l of Jerusalem were 
fu l fi l l ed? 

you fee l  wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r students .  

h i stor ical events re lated to the captivity (see Re l ig ion 
302 student  manual , G- 1  th rough  G-4)  to show that both 
Ezek ie l  and Danie l  were taken captive several years 
before the f ina l  fal l of Jerusalem (see 2 K ings 24: 1 3- 1 6 ;  
Dan ie l  1 :  1 ) . Ezek ie l  33 : 2 1 -22 records that Ezekie l  
received word of the destruct ion of Jerusalem .  

p rophet 's  ro l e  i s  to warn by speak ing forth the word of 
the Lord . Hav ing been warned , the people are then 
respons ib le  for the i r act ions .  Read Jacob 1 : 1 9  i n  the 
Book of Mormo n ;  note how strong ly  Jacob felt about h is 
respons ib i l i ty (see a lso Jacob 2 : 2-3) .  

Point  out that a p rophet 's rol e  as watchman is  even 
g reater than that of one who watches for the enemy at 
n ight .  I f  an enemy overcomes a s leep ing town ,  it can 
on ly  physical ly d estroy or  captu re the inhabitants . The 
fai l u re of a l i v ing p rophet to warn can resu l t  i n  Satan 's 
lead ing  sou ls  to ete rnal destruct ion .  Discuss the 
importance of fo l lowing  c losely the counsel  of the Lord 's 
l iv ing p rophet ,  who is  the Lord 's watchman for us .  

messag e  of the scr i ptu res . Examine  a few symbols 
emp loyed by Ezek ie l  and exp la in  how they are used 
(see Ezek ie l  8 : 7- 1 8 ;  1 2 : 1 - 1 1 ;  1 3 : 1 - 1 6 ; Re l ig ion 302 
stu dent manua l , 26-26 ; 26-38) . D iscuss other  examp les 
of symbo l ism (see Re l ig ion  302 student manual , 26- 1 2 ;  
26- 1 8 th roug h  26-20;  26-46 ; 26-6 1 ) .  

ch i l d ren  accou ntab le  for any s i n s  b u t  the i r  own . Now 
d i scuss Ezekie l  1 8 : 1 9-32 . Bear testi mony to the truth of 
Ezekie l ' s  teach ings  that men w i l l  be pun ished for thei r 
own s ins  and not fo r those of others .  I nd icate that 
because of the re lationsh i ps exist ing in a society , 
however ,  i nnocent peop le sometimes suffer .  
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EZEKIEL 25-48 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Ezekiel 25 : 1 -28 :23 ; 29-32; 35. Ezekiel 
Pronounced Judgments against Nations 
Surrounding Israel 

B. Ezekiel 33-34. Ezekiel Spoke of the Great 
Responsibi l ity That Rests upon Israel and Her 
Leaders 
1 .  Watchmen in I s rael have a g reat responsi b i l ity to 

warn the peop le  (see Ezekie l 33: 1 -9) .  
2 .  Those who tu rn f rom r ig hteousness to 

wickedness or from wickedness to 
r ighteousness w i l l  receive the consequences of 
thei r changed condi t ion ,  not those of the i r  fo rmer 
condi t ion (see Ezekie l  33:  1 0-20) . 

3. The land of I srael wou ld  be desolated because 
of wicked ness (see Ezekie l  33 :2 1 -33) .  

4 .  Leade rs who d id  not  feed the f lock wou ld  be he ld 
respons ib le  for I s rael ' s  scatteri ng (see Ezekie l  
34: 1 - 1 0) .  

5 .  The Shepherd o f  I s rael wou l d  gather H is  sheep 
and re ign  i n  the i r  m idst (see Ezekie l  34: 1 1 -3 1 ) .  

C.  Ezekiel 28 :24-26 ; 36-37. Ezekiel Prophesied of 
the Restoration of Israel 
1 .  The heathen wou l d  be removed from the 

p romised l an d ,  and I s rael wou ld  receive i t  as 
thei r i n her itance (see Ezek ie l  36: 1 - 1 5) .  

2 .  Althoug h  the Lord scatte red I s rael among the 
heathen because of the i r wicked ness,  he wou ld  
yet restore t hem to  the i r  own lan d ,  where they 
wou ld  dwe l l  i n  peace and p rosperity (see Ezekie l  
28 :24-26 ; 36:  1 6-38 ) .  

3 .  The  resu rrect ion and  restorat ion o f  I s rael was 
represented to Ezekiel (see Ezekie l  37: 1 - 1 4) .  

4 .  Ezekie l  was i nstructed to  p rophesy o f  t he  un it ing 
of the st ick of Joseph with the stick of Judah (see 
Ezek ie l  37 : 1 5-20) .  

5 .  The ch i l d ren  of  I s rael wou ld  be un ited as one 
nation i n  the i r  own land and wou ld  l ive in  
r ighteousness wi th  Ch r ist ,  the new Davi d ,  as 
the i r  ete rnal head (see Ezekie l  37 :2 1 -28) .  

D. Ezekiel 38-39. The Battle of  Gog and Magog 
(Armageddon) Wil l  Be Fought in the Land of 
Israel 
1 .  In the latter days,  many nat ions wi l l  com bine 

aga inst  I s rael (see Ezek ie l  38:  1 - 1 7) .  
2 .  The Lord wi l l  f ig ht for I s rae l ,  and the army of Gog 

and Magog wi l l  be p lagued and dest royed (see 
Ezek ie l  38:  1 8-39 :8 ) .  

3 .  I s rael wi l l  c leanse the  land  o f  the remains o f  the 
dead , and the beasts and fowl wi l l  eat the 
carcasses of the s la in  (see Ezekie l  39 :9-20). 

4 .  From that day forward , I s rael wi l l  dwe l l  in safety: 
and both they and the heathen wi l l  know that 
Chr ist is the Lord (see Ezekie l  39:20-29) .  
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 27-1  through 27- 1 2 ;  27-
1 8 . 

Nahum 1 : 2 .  What assu rance d id  I s rael s prophets have 
that I s rael ' s  enemies wou ld  receive the i r  just reward? 
(see also Deuteronomy 32 :35 ;  M icah 5 : 1 5 ) .  

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 27- 1 3 th rough 27- 1 7 .  
Jacob 1 : 1 9 . What must Chu rch leaders do t o  avoid 

havi ng the b lood of the peop le on the i r  garments? 
D&C 1 : 1 4 . What warni n g  i s  extended to I s rael today? 
OS, 1 : 3 1  0- 1 1 .  What are the respons ib i l i t ies of the Saints 

as the Lord 's modern watchmen? 

Re l ig ion 302 stu dent manual , 27- 1 9 th rough 27-23. 
Jacob 5 .  The scatteri ng  and gather ing of I s rael was 

foretol d  by the p rophet Zenos. 
Amos 9 : 1 4 . What d id the Lord p romise h is  people 

I s rael? (see a lso I saiah 61  :4 ) .  
I saiah 29 :  1 1 -24 .  What ro le  wou l d  the  Book o f  Mormon 

p lay in the latter-day restorat ion? 
2 Nephi  3 1 2 . What d id Leh i say the Book of Mormon 

and the B ib le  wou ld  help do? (see a lso 1 Neph i  
1 3 :39-40 ;  2 Neph i  25 : 1 8 , 2 1 ; 29 :7- 1 4 ) .  

D&C 27 :5 .  What i s  the stick  of Ephra im ,  or  " the  st ick of 
Joseph ,  wh ich is i n  the hand of Ephra im"? (Ezekiel 
37 : 1 9) .  

Jeremiah 32: 36-44 . The Lord wi l l  gather I s rael , g ive 
them a new heart ,  and make an everlast ing covenant 
with them. 

Rel ig ion 302 stu dent manual , 27-24 t h rough 27-28,  1 - 1  
th rough  1 - 9 .  

Revelation 1 9 : 1 7  - 1 8 .  What is  "the suppe r  o f  t he  g reat 
God " that wi l l  fo l low the batt le  of Gog and Magog? 
(see also O&C 29 : 1 8-2 1 ) .  

O S ,  3 :45-48. What g reat event wi l l  immediately precede 
the Savior 's second coming? 
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E. Ezekiel 40-44 j 45:9-46 :24. Ezekiel Saw and 
Described the Latter-day Temple in Jerusalem 
and Its Ordinances 
1 .  Ezekie l  descr ibed in detai l the house of the Lord 

that wou ld  be bu i l t  in Jerusalem in  the latte r days 
(see Ezek ie l  40-42) .  

2 .  Ezekie l  saw that t h e  Lord wou ld  come t o  the 
temp le  and h is g lo ry wou l d  be there (see Ezekie l  
43 : 1 - 1 2 ; 44 : 1 -4) .  

3 .  The measu rements of the altar and the manner of 
the offer ings u pon it were g iven (see Ezekie l  
43 : 1 3-27) .  

4 .  On ly  worthy Levites and p riests were to 
ad m i n i ster in the house of the Lord ; i nstruct ions 
were g iven to reg u late thei r conduct and worsh ip  
(see Ezek ie l  44 :5-3 1 ; 45:9-46 :24) .  

F. Ezekiel 45 : 1 -8 j  47-48. The Land of Israel Would 
Be Renewed and Divided among the Tribes of 
Israel 
1 .  A part of the land wou ld  be set as ide  for the 

temp le  and the pr iests (see Ezekie l  45: 1 -8) . 
2. The Dead Sea wou ld  become fresh water ,  and 

the land su rrou nd ing  it wou ld  p rod uce in 
abundance (see Ezekie l  47 : 1 - 1 2) .  

3 .  The borders o f  the land were defi ned , and the 
i nheritances of the various tr i bes of I s rael were 
g iven (see Ezekie l  47 : 1 3-48 :35) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
sc ri ptu re content out l i ne .  Select those concepts that 

The Records of Judah and Joseph Would Be United 
(Section C) 

Review with the students that throughout the O ld 
Testament the Lord made c lear to I s rae l that i f  they 
cont inued in rebe l l ion against him they wou ld  be 
pun i shed and scattered ; but he  also p romised that i n  
the latter days they wou ld  be gathered back to  the i r  own 
lands and be b lessed as h i s  peop le .  Review Ezekie l  
37 : 1 - 1 4  i n  which the Lord teaches of the Resu rrect ion 
and re lates i t  to the restorat ion of I s rae l .  

Read Ezek ie l  37 : 1 5-20 with t h e  students. Teach what 
is meant by the "st icks" (see Re l ig ion  302 student 
manua l , 27-2 1 th rough 27-22) .  Point out that the com ing 

The Battle against the Forces of Gog and Magog 
(Section D) 

Do not confuse th is  batt le  with the one after the 
M i l lenn i um ,  wh ich i s  also ca l led the batt le of Gog and 
Magog (see Revelat ion 20 :7- 1 0 ) .  

Many prophets have spoken about the batt le  against 
the forces of Gog and Magog , and the i r  words on th is  
top ic  are fou nd th roug hout the standard works . Us ing 
Ezek ie l  38 and 39 as a bas is ,  review th is  batt le  and 
supp lement Ezekie l ' s  account  wi th  the writ i ngs of  other 
p rophets who a lso test if ied of i t  (see En r ichment I i n  the 
Re l ig ion 302 student manua l ) .  

Transparency 27 l i sts several references on th i s  
subject i n  a suggested ch rono log ical order .  U ncove r 
the refe rences and concepts on the transparency as 
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Re l ig ion  302 student manual , 27-29 th rough 27-32 . 

Re l ig ion  302 student manual , 27-33 through 27-37. 
Genes is 1 5 : 1 8 . With whom did the Lord fi rst covenant 

that the land of I s rael wou ld  be g iven to him and h is  
descendants? How much land d id  the Lord promise 
them? (See also Joshua 1 : 3-4. ) 

TPJS ,  p .  286. What g reat s igns d id  the Prophet Joseph 
Smith p rophesy wou l d  p recede the second coming 
of the Sav ior? 

you feel w i l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r  stu dents.  

together  of these two records p lays an important part i n  
the restorat ion of I s rael . Short ly after the jo i n ing  of  these 
two records ,  the Prophet Joseph Smith was g iven the 
keys to the gather ing of I s rael (see D&C 1 1 0 : 1 1 ) . 
M iss ionar ies i n  the Lord ' s  k ingdom were sent to the 
wor ld  to dec lare the gospel  message contained i n  those 
two records .  The herald ing of the restored gospel 
br ings people to Ch rist and br ings about the latte r-day 
gather ing of I s rae l .  That work wi l l  eventua l ly lead to 
I s rae l ' s  be ing restored to thei r lands of prom ise .  They 
wi l l  become the Lord 's  people in ve ry deed and receive 
Ch rist as the i r  ete rnal ki ng .  

you  d i scuss them.  
Even though the batt le  of G og and Magog wi l l  be a 

trag ic  event brought about by wicked men who upho ld 
the i r master ,  Satan ,  i t  w i l l  have some posit ive 
conseq uences .  Read Ezekie l  39 :2 1 -29, and point out 
the fo l lowi ng benefits of the conf l ict :  

1 .  I s rael wi l l  know from that day on that Jesus Ch r ist 
is the i r  God . 

2. The heathen wi l l  know the judg ments of God , 
recog n ize h is  supremacy, and know why I s rael went 
i nto captivity. 

3 .  I s rael wi l l  be sanct if ied i n  the sight of a l l  nat ions .  
4 .  I s rael wi l l  dwe l l  i n  the i r  land i n  safety , and the 

Savio r  wi l l  re i gn  in their m idst .  



DANIEL 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Dan iel  1 ;  2 :48-49; 3; 6. Daniel and His 
Companions Were Blessed by the Lord, Even 
Though They Were Captives in Babylon 
1 .  Dan iel and his companions were taken captive to 

Babylon ,  but they were selected for serv ice i n  
t he  cou rt of Nebuchadnezzar (see Daniel 1 : 1 -7 ) .  

2 .  They were b lessed for refus ing to partake of  food 
forb idden by the Lord (see Daniel 1 : 8- 1 6 ) .  

3 .  God gave them g reat understand ing  and 
w isdom (see Daniel 1 : 1 7-2 1 ) .  

4 .  Shad rach ,  Meshach ,  and Abed nego refused to 
worsh ip  a go lden image and were cast i nto a 
furnace, but  they were p reserved by God (see 
Daniel 3 : 1 -29 ) .  

5 .  Daniel  and h i s  b reth ren were raised to  posit ions 
of g reat p rom inence and i nf l uence i n  Babylon 
(see Dan ie l  2 :48-49;  3:30; 6 : 1 -3) . 

6 .  For worsh ip i ng  the Lord against Dari us '  decree, 
Daniel was cast i nto a l i on ' s  den ; but he was 
del ivered by the Lord (see Daniel 6 ) .  

B. Daniel 2;  4-5. Daniel Interpreted Dreams and 
Revelations through Inspiration 
1 .  Daniel i nterp reted Nebuchad nezzar's d ream of 

the g reat i mage and the stone cut out of the 
mounta in without hands (see Daniel 2 ) .  

2 .  Daniel i nte rpreted Nebuchadnezzar's d ream of 
the g reat t ree, and it was fu l f i l led (see Dan iel 4 ) .  

3 .  Dan iel i n terp reted the handwr i t ing on  the wal l 
that p rocla imed Belshazzar 's  death and the 
overth row of h is ki ngdom (see Daniel 5 ;  JST, 
Daniel  5 :28 ) .  

C. Daniel 7-1 2. Daniel Saw Prophetic Visions and 
Received Revelations 
1 .  Dan iel saw fou r  beasts that represented the 

successive k ingdoms of men that wou ld  wield 
power on the earth (see Dan iel 7 : 1 -8) .  

2 .  Dan iel saw the Ancient of Days (Adam) to whom 
the Son of Man wou l d  come to assume h i s  
r ightfu l  p lace as ki ng over the  whole earth (see 
Daniel  7 : 9- 1 4 ) .  

3 .  Daniel saw that t he  ki ngdoms o f  men wou ld  f ight 
aga inst the Saints but  that they wou l d  eventual ly 
be th rown d own when the Lord estab l ished his 
ever lasting  ki ngdom (see Dan iel 7 : 1 5-28) .  

4 .  Dan iel was shown a v is ion  o f  a ram and a he­
goat, each with horns ;  Gabriel appeared to h im 
and to ld h im  about futu re k ingdoms and the 
leaders they represented (see Dan iel 8 ) .  

5 .  Daniel p rayed for h is  people ,  and Gabriel was 
sent to tel l h i m  about the seventy weeks and the 
coming of the Messiah (see Dan iel 9 ) .  

6 .  Dan iel saw the  Lord and received i nstruct ions 
from heaven ly bei ngs  (see Daniel 1 0) .  

7 .  Dan iel saw the successive k ings and thei r wars , 
leagues , and conf l i cts lead ing  u p  to the second 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Rel ig ion 302 student manual , 28- 1 th rough  28-8; 28- 1 5  
t h roug h  28- 1 7 ;  28-30 through 28-34 . 

Genesi s  39 :2-4 , 2 1 -23;  4 1  : 4 1 -43 . Why d id  the Lord 
b less Joseph in Egypt? Why d i d  the Lord b less 
Daniel in Babylon? 

D&C 89:  1 0- 1 7 . What food i s  ordained of God for  the use 
of man? 

D&C 89:  1 8-21 . What b less ings  come through 
obedience to the Word of Wisdom? 

N .  E ldon Tanner ,  in CR,  Apr .  1 979,  pp.  62-65 . How did 
Daniel put  on  the whole armor of God? 

Gordon B .  H i nckley ,  i n  CR,  Apr .  1 972, p .  77 .  How can a 
p riesthood ho lder be l ike Daniel  and receive l i ght ,  
u nderstand i n g ,  and wisdom? 

Rel ig ion  302 student manual , 28-9 through 28- 1 4 ;  28- 1 8 
th roug h 28-29 . 

D&C 65 :2 .  How does Nebuchad nezzar 's d ream relate 
to the restorat ion of the gospel? 

D&C 1 38 :44. How long wi l l  the ki ngdom last that Dan iel 
foresaw and foreto ld?  

Ezra Taft Benson , i n  C R ,  Ap r .  1 980,  p .  45 .  What was 
represented by the stone cut out of the mountain 
without hands? 

Spencer W. K imbal l ,  i n  CR,  Apr .  1 975 ,  p .  1 60 .  What ki nd 
of leader was Belshazzar? 

Mar ion G. Romney , in C R ,  Apr .  1 975 , pp .  1 08-9. How 
d i d  Dan ie l  exemp l i fy cou rage wh i le in Babylon? 

Rel ig ion  302 student manual , 28-35 th rough 28-53 . 
D&C 1 1 6 . Who is the Ancient of Days? (see Daniel 7 :9 ) .  
Luke 1 : 5-33. What messages d i d  Gabriel del iver i n  New 

Testament t i mes? 
John 5 :28-29 . Who d i d  Jesus say wou l d  come forth i n  

t h e  two resu rrections? (see Daniel  1 2 :2 ) .  
TPJS ,  p .  1 57 .  Who i s  Gabriel and what posit ion does he 

ho ld?  
B ruce R. McConkie, New Era , J u ne 1 980,  pp .  46-50 . 

E lder McConkie tel l s  how to receive personal  
revelat ion .  
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coming of Ch r ist (see Dan ie l  1 1  : 1 - 1 2 : 1 ) .  
8 .  Dan ie l  was to ld o f  t h e  Resurrection a n d  the 

g lo r if i cation  of the r ig hteous ;  he was told to seal 
up his words so that they wou ld  be understood 
on ly  by the wise at the appropr iate t ime (see 
Dan ie l  1 2 :2- 1 3 ) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scri ptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

Handl ing Trials through Obedience (Sections A-B) 
The fo l l owing quest ions might  be used to sti mu late 

d iscuss ion : 
1 .  I n  what ways were Danie l  and h is  companions 

b lessed , even though they were i n  captivity? (Have 
students support the i r answers with scr iptu re 
refe rences from Danie l . )  

2 .  Why d i d  Dan ie l  and h i s  companions receive such 
b less i ngs? (see Re l ig ion 302 student manual 28- 1 0 ;  28-
1 5  th roug h  28- 1 6 ;  28-3 1 th roug h  28-32) .  

The Lord Protects His Righteous Servants 
(Section A) 

The l ives of Dan ie l  and h i s  b rethren show that God 
wi l l  b l ess those who serve h i m ,  and he wi l l  p reserve 
them to accomp l i sh  the m iss ion he has for them (see 
Psal m 1 45 :20 ;  1 Neph i  22 :  1 5- 1 7 ) .  Other good exam ples 
are Leh i  and Nephi (see He laman 5 :20-52) ,  Pau l (see 
Acts 28 : 1 -6) , He laman and h is  two thousand "sons" 
(see A lma 56:46-48 , 56;  57 :2 1 , 25-27) ,  Ammon (see 

The Kingdoms of Men and the Kingdom of God 
(Sections B-C) 

Review the story of Nebuchadnezzar 's d ream of the 
g reat i mage and the stone cut out of the mountai n (see 
Dan ie l  2: 1 -35) . Us ing transparency 28, ident ify the 
k ingdoms assoc iated with the various parts of the 
i mage .  Discuss Dan ie l ' s  i nterp retat ion of the d ream (see 
Daniel 2 :28-45 ; Re l ig ion  302 student manua l , 28- 1 1 
th rough 28- 1 4 ) ,  i nc l ud i ng modern reve lat ion on the 
same su bject (see D&C 65 :2 ) .  

Have the c lass  a l so  ident i fy the k ingdoms Dan ie l  saw 
(see Dan ie l  7 : 1 -8 ,  1 5-28; Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 
28-37) . The c lass shou l d  see that Danie l  2 and Dan ie l  7 
tal k about some of the same k ingdoms.  

Testify that i t  i s  the dest iny of  the Lord 's restored 
k ingdom to ro l l  forth u nt i l  i t  f i l l s  the whole earth ,  whereas 
the k ingdoms of the earth wi l l  end . Show transparency 

Receiving Personal Revelation (Sections B-C) 
Danie l  received g reat reve lat ions from the Lord , and 

so have many others .  The Lord has p romised that al l  
who meet certai n cond i t ions wi l l  receive revelat ions .  
Rev iew examples of Dan ie l ' s  revelat ions ,  and cite 
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you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r  students .  

3 .  Compare Danie l  with Joseph who was sold i nto 
Egypt .  What s im i la r i t ies do you see in the i r t r ia ls and i n  
the  way they hand led those tr ia ls? (see Genes is 39-4 1 ) .  

4 .  What b less ings  have you received i n  t imes o f  tr ia l  
o r  d ifficu lty? Why? How do you qua l ify to receive such 
b less ings? (see D&C 1 30 :20-2 1 ; 1 32 :5 ;  Abraham 3 :25) .  

5 .  What t r ia ls m ight you yet  face? (see Dan ie l  1 2 : 1 , 
1 0) .  How can you be prepared for those tr ia ls? (see 
D&C 21 : 1 -6 ;  38: 2 1 -3 1 ; 45 :32) .  

A lma 1 7 :25-39 ; 1 9 : 22-23 ) ,  and Ab inad i  (see Mosiah 
1 3 : 1 -5 ) .  You may wish to use the exam ple  of Abinad i  to 
teach that the Lord 's  p romise to p rotect h is  servants 
does not ensure that they wi l l  be preserved from 
suffe ri n g ,  but it does mean that he wi l l  p rov ide the way 
for them to accomp l i sh  the i r  miss ion . Though they may 
afterward be ki l l ed ,  they wi l l  enter i nto the parad ise of 
God (see Mosiah 1 7 :5-20;  D&C 1 35 : 1 -3) . 

29 ,  wh ich i l l u st rates the g reat g rowth of the Church .  
Point out that the rate o f  g rowth i s  i nc reas ing rap id ly and 
wi l l  cont i nue  to i nc rease .  D iscuss ways i n  which each 
c lass member can cont r ibute more to the g rowth of the 
Lord 's  k ingdom . 

Read Dan ie l  7 :9- 1 4 ,  1 8 , 22 with the c lass .  D iscuss the 
g reat pr iesthood gather ing at Adam-ond i-Ahman and 
the return of Ch r ist to set up  his k ingdom (see Re l ig ion 
302 student manua l ,  28-38 th rough  28-4 1 ) .  Exp la in that 
the ki ngdom that wi l l  f i l l  the whole earth wi l l  be the 
m i l l enn ial k ingdom .  The "stone" i s  now rol l i ng  forth , but 
the k ingdoms of the wor ld  wi l l  not be th rown down unt i l 
Ch rist retu rns .  

Bear  testimony that The Chu rch  of Jesus Ch r ist of 
Latter-day Saints is the fu lf i l l ment of the p rophecies of 
Dan ie l .  

exam ples from other prophets . Teach students that they 
too can be gu ided  by reve lat ion (see Mormon 9 :7-8; 
James 1 :5 ;  John 1 6 : 1 3 ; Art ic les of Faith 1 :7 ;  D&C 42 :6 1 ; 
76 :5- 1 0 ,  1 1 4- 1 8 ;  93:  1 ;  Bruce R .  McConkie ,  New Era , 
June  1 980,  pp .  46-50) .  



ESTHER 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Esther 1 -2. Esther Replaced Vashti As Queen 
1 .  Vashti was deth roned for refus ing to appear 

before King Ahasuerus (see Esthe r  1 ) . 
2 .  Esther ,  a Jewish g i r l ,  was reared by her  cous in 

Mordecai after he r  parents d ied (see Esther 2 :5-
7 ) .  

3 .  Esther  was chosen from among many young 
v i rg ins  to  be the  new queen (see Esther 2 : 1 -4 , 8-
20) .  

4 .  Mordecai overheard a p lot to ki l l  the k i ng ;  
th rough  Esther ,  he  i nformed the k ing , and the  
wou ld -be assass ins were  hanged (see Esther 
2 2 1 -23) .  

B. Esther 3-5. Haman Secured a Death Decree for 
Al l  Jews, So Esther Petitioned the King for Their 
L ives 
1 .  Haman , angered by Mordecai ' s  refusal to bow to 

h i m ,  sought the exte rminat ion of a l l  Jews (see 
Esther  3: 1 -7 ) .  

2 .  Haman persuaded the k ing to  o rder  the  
ann i h i l at ion o f  the Jews by port ray ing them as 
rebe l l ious  and by promis ing the k ing that th is  
action wou l d  inc rease revenues (see Esthe r  3 :8-
1 5) .  

3 .  Mordecai asked Esther t o  p lead f o r  h e r  nation 
before the k ing (see Esther  4: 1 - 1 4) .  

4 .  A t  cons iderab le r isk ,  Esther  ga ined a n  aud ience 
with the k i ng ;  she then i nvited the k ing and 
Haman to a banquet she had prepared (see 
Esther 4 :  1 5-5 :8 ) .  

5 .  Haman , angered aga in  by Mordecai , 
constructed a ga l lows, hop ing to obta in  
permiss ion f rom the k ing to hang Mordecai (see 
Esther 5 :9- 1 4 ) .  

C. Esther 6-7. Haman's P lan Went Awry: Mordecai 
Was Honored, and Haman W�s Hanged 
1 .  The k ing l earned that Mordecai had saved h is  l i fe 

and had not been rewarded (see Esthe r  6 1 -3 ) .  
2 .  Haman entered the ki ng ' s  court to  receive 

permiss ion to hang Mordecai (see Esther 6 :4 ) .  
3 .  When asked how one shou ld  reward a nob le  

servant ,  Haman , be l iev ing that he h imself  was to 
be honore d ,  suggested the ind iv idua l  be 
paraded on horseback th roug h  the streets (see 
Esther  6 :5-9 ) .  

4 .  The  hum i l i ated Haman paraded Mordecai on  
horseback th rough t he  c i ty streets as  i nstructed 
by the k ing (see Esther  6: 1 0- 1 2) .  

5 .  At the banquet Esthe r  tol d  the k ing that 
because of Haman's i nt r igues she and her 
peop le  were to be k i l l ed (see Esthe r  7 1 -6) .  

6 .  The angered k ing ordered Haman to be 
hanged (see Esther  7 : 7- 1 0) .  

7 .  Mordecai was honored and p laced over the 
house of Haman (see Esther 8 :  1 -2 ) .  
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUOY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion  302 student manua l , 3 1 - 1  through 3 1 -7 .  
B ib le d i ct ionary ,  s .v .  " Esther ,  Book of. " An overview of 

the book of Esther  i s  g iven .  

Re l ig ion 302 student manua l ,  3 1 -8 th rough  3 1 - 1 3 . 
Genes is 45: 1 -8 .  Th rough  what means d oes God ,  on 

occasion , de l iver h i s  people when destruction seems 
imm inent? (see Esther  4 : 1 4 ) .  

Esther  4 :  1 6 . What means d id  Esthe r  employ to ga in  
add it ional  sp i r i tual  strength before undertaking her 
per i lous assignment? 

Exod us 34 28 ;  2 Chron ic les 20:3; Ez ra 8 :2 1 -23; Dan ie l  
6 : 1 8 . Examples a re  g iven of O ld  Testament people 
who,  l i ke Esthe r ,  fasted when they were faced with an 
impos ing task .  

Ezra Taft Benson , i n  CR,  Oct .  1 974 , p .  92 .  What are 
some of the e lements and the benefits of a fast? (see 
also I saiah 58 :3- 1 2 ) .  

Re l ig ion 302 student manua l , 3 1 - 1 4  th rough 3 1 - 1 5 . 
Proverbs 1 6 : 1 8 . What pr inc i p le  shou ld Haman have 

known that wou ld have saved h i m  em barrassment 
and h u m i l iat ion? (Esthe r  6 :6- 1 1 ) . 

Matthew 7 :2 .  I n  what way was Haman's death 
cons istent with the pr inc ip le  enunc iated by the Savior 
about those who condemn un just ly? 

Matthew 23: 1 2 . What has the Lord promised to those 
who are wi l l i ng to humb le  themselves? What wi l l  
happen t o  the proud? 
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D. Esther 8-1 0. The Jews Defeated Their Enemies 
and Instituted the Feast of Purim 
1 .  Despite Esther 's req uest ,  Haman 's  ed ict cou ld  

not  be revoked because it had been i ssued with 
the k i ng 's  seal (see Esther 8 :3-8) .  

2 .  G iven permiss ion to issue a second ed ict ,  
Mordecai p roc la imed that the Jews shou ld  
defend themse lves (see Esther  8 :9- 1 4) .  

3 .  The Jews s lew the i r  enemies on the appoi nted 
day (see Esther 9 :  1 - 1 6) .  

4 .  T h e  Jews i nst ituted t h e  feast o f  Pur im to 
commemorate the i r victory (see Esther 9 : 1 7-32) .  

5 .  Mordecai was p romoted to second i n  command 
in the ki ngdom,  and he ru led with g reatness (see 
Esther 1 0) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

A Sovereign God and a Select People (Sections A-D) 
To he lp  students appreciate the rel ig ious message of 

Esther ,  note the fo l l owing th ree i tems :  
1 .  The sovere ignty of  God i s  evident throug hout the 

book.  The Lord c lear ly is  overseei ng th ings .  Had 
Haman ' s  p lot been successfu l ,  there wou ld  have been 
no Nehemiah and the cou rse of h i story wou ld  have 
been changed cons iderably .  The Lord oversees peop le 
and events , and though men commit deeds of  
wicked ness ,  they cannot a l ter  h is  d iv ine b lueprint .  

2 .  The Lord 's  i nte rest i n  h is  chosen people is  c learly 
man ifest i n  the book of Esther .  Judah had been 
chastened , scou rged ,  and ,  d u ring  Esther 's  t ime ,  
scattered among 1 27 provi nces i n  the Pers ian emp i re ;  
but the Lord wou ld  not permit  them to be dest royed nor 
thei r dest iny alte red . 

I n  an 1 882 general conference add ress,  E lder  
Lorenzo Snow re lated the story of Esther as a 
convi nc ing exam ple  of the Lord 's  i ntent to preserve h is  
chosen peop le .  E lder  Snow observed that the Lord had 
always i ntervened and wou ld conti nue to i ntervene 

Esther, a True Patriot (Section B) 
Ask a student in the c lass to def ine patriotism. 

Expand the def i n i t ion if you need to. Accord ing to the 
d ict ionary ,  patriotism means devoted love , support ,  and 
defense of one 's  country. Read Esther 4 :  1 1 - 1 6 . Ask the 
students how patr iot ic Esther was . What is  the g reatest 

Fasting, a Source of Spiritual Strength (Section B) 
I t  i s  s ign i f icant that Esther i n i t iated a commun ity fast 

before she confronted the k ing about Haman 's decree.  
Fast ing i s  a p r i nc ip le  of the gospel  of Jesus Ch rist and 
has a lways been a means of deve lop ing or  enhanc ing 
sp i r i tual sens i t iv ity. Bes ides a vo l untary absti nence from 
food and d r i nk ,  a proper fast shou ld  i nc lude fervent 
p rayer ,  contemp lat ion , soul search i ng ,  and other 
act iv i t ies that i nvite the Lord 's  sp i r i t .  D iscuss these 
concepts. I n d icate that fast ing was im portant to Old 
Testament peoples and that they pract iced i t .  I t  remai ns 
an important gospel  pr inc ip le today. 

Ask the students i f  they can th i nk  of any i nstances in 
the Old Testament of i nd iv idua ls  or  peoples fasti n g .  
Supp lement t h e i r  choices b y  selecti ng some exam ples 
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Re l ig ion  302 student manua l , 3 1 - 1 6 th rough 3 1 -20. 

when dest ruct ion of h is peop le was imm inent (see 
Journal of Discourses , 23 :290) . 

3. The Lord often i ntervenes to save h is  chosen 
peop le ,  usua l ly  by rais ing  u p  i nd iv idua ls  to 
accom p l i sh  the task.  Mordecai sai d to Esther ,  
"Who knoweth whether thou art come to the 
ki ngdom for such a t ime as th is?" (Esther 4 : 1 4 ) .  
I n d iv idua ls  i n  ou r  generat ion may be cal led upon 
to perform tasks req u i r i ng  st rengths s im i lar to 
those possessed by Esther .  E lder  Lorenzo Snow 
taug ht that " i t  may become necessary i n  the 
futu re-and this i s  the point I wish to make-for 
some of the Saints to act the part of Esther ,  the 
queen, and be wi l l i ng  to sacr if ice anyth ing and 
everyth ing  that is  req u i red at thei r hands for the 
pu rpose of worki ng  out the de l iverance of the 
Latter-day Saints" ( in Journal of Discourses ,  23 :290 ) .  

Te l l  the stud ents that the  Lord 's  i ntervent ion does not 
e l im i nate hu man respons ib i l i ty for moral decis ion and 
moral action .  Had Esther fai led , de l iverance wou ld  have 
come from another quarter  or  channe l  (see Esther 4 : 1 4 ) .  

sacr i f ice a cou ntry can expect from a n  i nd ivid ual  
c i t izen? What pr ice was Esther wi l l i ng to pay for the l ives 
of her cou ntrymen? Stress that Esther was wi l l i ng  to g ive 
her  l i fe (see Esther  4 : 1 6 ) .The Sai nts of God shou ld  also 
be wi l l i ng  to g ive whatever i s  necessary to preserve 
the i r  freedom and assist in fu l f i l l i ng  the Lord 's word . 

from Exod us  34 :28 ;  Judges 20 :26 ;  1 Samuel  7 :6 ;  3 1  : 1 3 ; 
2 Samue l  1 : 1 2 ; 3 :35 ;  Psa lm 35: 1 3- 1 4 ;  2 Chron ic les 20 :3 ;  
I saiah 58 : 3- 1 2 ;  Jeremiah 1 4 : 1 1 - 1 2 ; Ezra 8 :2 1 -23; Dan ie l  
9 :3 ;  Jonah 3 :5 ;  Joe l  1 :  1 4 . 

Fast ing is an i m portant a id i n  gai n i ng  sp i r itual 
strength ,  correct ing sp i r i tual a i l ments , and deve lop ing 
peace of  m i n d .  Ask students how they can gain the 
most from fasti ng . Conc lude  by read ing  and d i scussing 
the quotat ion from President Ezra Taft Benson i n  the 
October 1 974 Conference Report ,  page 92,  wh ich 
deals with overcom ing  despai r ;  President  Benson l i sted 
fast ing as one of a dozen ways to l i ft our spi r i ts .  

Students shou l d  understand that the Breth ren 
d i scou rage fast ing longer  than twenty-fou r  hours .  



EZRA, HAGGAI 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Ezra 1 -6. The Jews Returned from Captivity in  
Babylon, and They Rebui lt Thei r  Temple 
1 .  Cyrus permi tted the Jews to return to Jerusalem 

to rebu i l d  the Lord 's  house (see Ezra 1 -2 ) .  
2 .  The a l ta r  was rebu i l t ,  reg u la r  sacr i f ices were 

rei nst i tuted , and the foundat ions of the temple 
were la id  (see Ezra 3) .  

3 .  After the i r request to be a l lowed to he lp  was 
rejecte d ,  the  Samaritans h i ndered the work on 
the temple and f i na l l y  caused it to be stopped 
(see Ez ra 4 : 1 -5 , 24) . 

4 .  Dur i ng  the reigns  of Ahasuerus and Artaxerxes , 
opposi t ion caused the bu i l d i ng  of the wal l s  of 
Jerusa lem to be stopped (see Ezra 4 :6-23 : see 
also the note at the beg i nn i ng  of the suggest ions 
for p resentat ion be low) . 

5. The Lord raised up Haggai  and Zechar iah to 
i nsp i re the peop le  to complete the tem ple (see 
Ezra 4 :24-5 :2 ) .  

6 .  U pon Tatnai 's  req uest ,  Dar ius supported a 
decree made by Cyrus ,  and tem p le  
reconstruct ion was beg u n  aga in  (see Ezra 5 :3-
6 : 1 2) .  

7 .  T h e  temple was f i n i shed a n d  ded i cated . and the 
Passover was kept (see Ezra 6 :  1 3-22) .  

B. Ezra 7-1 0. Ezra the Scribe Labored in Judah 
1 .  Under  commiss ion of Artaxerxes, Ezra led a 

g roup of Jews to Je rusalem to reestab l ish Jewish 
law (see Ezra 7-8) .  

2 .  Ezra was g ri eved and prayed to  t he  Lord , 
confess ing  the peop le 's  s i n  of marryi n g  outs ide 
the  covenant (see Ezra 9 ) .  

3 .  Ezra caused t h e  peo ple to covenant t o  p u t  away 
strang e  wives (see Ezra 1 0) ,  

C .  Haggai 1 -2. Haggai Exhorted the Jews to 
Reconstruct the Temple 
1 .  Haggai  to l d  the Jews that thei r hardsh ips were 

caused by thei r neg lect in rebu i l d i ng  the tem ple 
(see Haggai 1 : 1 -6 , 9 - 1 1 ) . 

2 .  Haggai  promised the Jews b less ings if they 
wou ld  cont i nue  the reconstruct ion ,  and they d id  
(see Haggai  1 : 7-8 ,  1 2- 1 5 ) .  

3 .  The  Lord encou raged h i s  people and  spoke of 
h i s  coming  and of the temp le 's  future g lory (see 
Haggai  2 : 1 -9) .  

4 .  The people were unc lean because they had 
neg lected the Lord ' s  house,  but they wou ld  yet 
be b lessed i f  they repented (see Haggai 2 :  1 0-
1 9) 

5 .  The Lord aff i rmed Zerubbabe l ' s  posi t ion as 
g overnor of J udah (see Haggai  2 : 20-23) .  

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing  in the 
scr i pture content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion  302 student  manua l , 29- 1 t h rough 29-24; J - 1  
t h rough  J-9 .  

I sa iah 44:28 .  What d i d  I saiah p rophesy about  Cyrus? 
Haggai  1 : 1 . Who were Zerubbabel  and Josh ua? 
2 C h ron ic les 36:22-23. How was I sa iah 's p rophecy 

about Cyrus fu l f i l l ed? 
2 K ings  1 7 :24-4 1 . Who we re the Samaritans who offered 

to he lp  b u i l d  the temp le ,  and why was the i r 
assistance rejected? 

Dan ie l  9 : 1 -3 .  Why d i d  Dan ie l  pet i t ion the Lord i n  the f i rst 
year of Dar ius? (see a lso Jeremiah 25: 1 1 ) . 

Dan ie l  9 : 1 7 . What was Dan ie l  concerned about i n  h is  
supp l i catio n  to God? 

Re l ig ion  302 student  man u al , 29-25 th rough 29-3 1 . 
Re l ig ion  301 -2 i nstructor 's gu i de ,  lesson 7 ,  sect ion A .  

References about marr iage outs ide  t he  covenant are 
g iven . 

Re l ig ion  302 student  manua l , 30- 1 t h rough  30-6. 
Ezra 5 : 1 .  What p rophet was contemporary to Haggai 

and was g iven the same miss ion? D id  these p rophets 
accomp l i sh  the i r  m i ss ion? 

Zechar iah 4 : 9- 1 0 .  What d id Zechar iah p rophesy about 
Zerubbabel? 

D&C 95. What paral l e l s  are there between the bu i l d i ng  
of Zeru bbabe l ' s  tem ple and  the  bu i l d i ng  of t he  
K i rt land Temp le? 

TPJS ,  p p .  307-8.  Ho, . joes the gather i n g  of the Lord ' s  
peop le  re l ate to temp le  bu i l d i ng ?  

D B Y ,  393-94 . W h y  are t h e  Saints commanded t o  bu i l d  
tem p les? 

you feel wi l l  be the  most he lpfu l  to you r  students .  
A d iffi cu l t  prob lem of c h ronology is  ra ised by the 
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mate r ia l  i n  Ezra 4 : 6-23 . Of these verses D .  G uthr ie and 
J .A.  Motye r  w rote : "Th i s  sect ion i nterrupts the 
ch rono log ica l  seq uence.  but  it has been i nc l uded here 
[ i n  Ezra 4] because it a lso deals with opposit ion to 
Jewish b u i l d i n g  p rojects" (New Bible Commentary, p.  

A History of the House of the Lord (Sections A, C) 
Use the fo l lowi ng  to overview the h i story of temples .  
The tabernac le  of Moses-
1 .  Was b u i lt and carr ied i n  the w i lderness (see 

Exodus 40) .  
2 .  Was located at G i lga l  for  several years wh i le  

Joshua conquered Canaan (see Joshua 4 : 1 9 ) .  
3 .  Was p laced i n  Sh i loh when  t he  I s rael ites had 

"subdued "  the land (Joshua 1 8 : 1 ;  see a lso Joshua 
1 9 : 5 1 ; J u dges 1 8 : 3 1 ) .  

4 .  Appears t o  have been located later i n  Nob (see 1 
Sam ue l  2 1  : 1 -4 ) ,  thoug h the ark of the covenant was i n  
K i rjath-jear im for twenty years (see 1 Samue l  7 :2 ) .  

5 .  Was located i n  G i beon for  a t ime (see 1 
Ch ron ic les 2 1 29) .  

6 .  Was f ina l ly  taken to Je rusalem when Solomon 's 
temp le  was bu i l t  (see 1 K ings 8 : 1 -4 ) .  

So lomon 's  temp le-
1 .  Was not to be bu i l t  by David ,  even though  he  

des i red to  bu i l d  i t ,  f o r  he  was forb idden to  do so  by the 
Lord (see 1 C h ron ic les 22 : 7- 1 0 ) .  

2 .  Was prepared fo r  by  Dav id .  who  gathered 
mate r ia ls for i t  (see 1 Ch ron ic les  22: 1 -5 ,  1 4 ; 29: 1 -5 ) .  

3 .  Was bu i l t  accord i n g  to  the p lan revealed to  Dav id 
by the Lord (see 1 Ch ron ic les 28 :  1 1 - 1 2 , 1 9) .  

The Return from Captivity (Sections A-C) 
Students are often n ot fam i l i a r  with the h istory of th is  

peri od .  The order  of books i n  the O ld  Testament a lso 
causes some confus ion .  B r ief ly  summarize the h istory i n  
t h e  books o f  Hagga i , Zechar iah , Ezra , Nehemiah , and 
Esther .  Review the re lated parts of the c h ronology chart 
i n  the Re l ig ion  302 student manual , and point out the 
re lat ionsh ip  between the books and the fo l lowing 
peop le .  

Cyrus (approximately 539 B.C. ) .  H e  came to power as 
leader of the Medo-Pers ian emp i re and defeated the 
Assyr ians (see Re l i g ion  302 student manual , J - 1 ) He 
permi tted the Jews to retu rn  and rebu i l d  the temp le  and 
Jerusa lem (see Ezra 1 ) . His re leas ing  the Jews may 
have been p rompted by the Sp i r i t  and I sa iah 's wr it i ngs 
(see Re l i g ion 302 student  manua l , J-2) .  

Zerubbabel (approximately 536 B.C. ) .  H e  was known 
by the Persian name Shesh bazzar (see Re l ig ion 302 
student m anua l , J-3 ) .  He b rough t  the f i rst g roup (f i fty 
thousand peop le )  from Babylon to Jerusalem and was 
governor of J udah (see Ezra 2; Haggai 1 : 1 ;  Re l ig ion  302 
student  manua l ,  J-3) .  The temp le  was reconstructed 
d u ri ng  his ad m in i st ration  (see Ezra 3 ;  Re l ig ion 302 
student  man ua l , J -4 ) .  

The Importance of  Promptly Doing the Lord's Wil l  
(Sections A-C) 

Review the story of the rebu i l d i n g  of the temp le  and 
the reestab l i shment of the law. Teach of the Lord 's  
d isp leasu re when the people neg lected h i s  
command ment  to  bu i l d  the temp le  (see Hagga i  1 ) . Point 
out that through neg lect the people de layed receiv ing 
b less i ngs  the Lord des i red to g ive them.  Com pare the 
rebu i l d i ng  of the temp le  i n  Jerusalem i n  Zeru bbabe l 's  
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400) . The events recorded i n  Ezra 4 :6-23 ve ry l i ke ly  took 
p lace  after the b u i l d i n g  of the temp le ,  as is  i nd icated by 
the reference to Ahasuerus and Artaxerxes (see vv. 6-7 ;  
see a lso J . R .  Dumme low ,  A Commentary on the Holy 
Bible , p .  274 ) .  

4 .  Was b u i lt and ded icated by  Solomon (see 1 K ings 
8) .  

5 .  Was dest royed by Nebuchad nezzar 's army (see 2 
K ings 25 :8- 1 7 ) .  

Zerubbabe l ' s  temp le-
1 .  Was reconstructed ,  by permiss ion of Cyrus ,  when 

the Jews retu rned from the Baby lon ian captiv ity (see 
Ezra 1 1 -4 ) .  

2 .  Was completed after the  p rophets Hagga i  and 
Zechar iah were sent to encou rage the people to fi n i sh  
the reconstruct io n ,  wh ich had begu n  many years before 
(see Ezra 5 :  1 -2 ;  Haggai  1 ) . 

3 .  Was desecrated by the Syr ian ki n g ,  Antiochus 
Ep i phanes (see B ib le  d ict ionary, s .v .  "temp le  of 
Zerubbabel " ) .  

4 .  Was repai red a n d  rededicated d u ri ng  t h e  t ime of 
the Maccabees . The reded icat ion is sti l l  ce lebrated 
annua l ly by J ews as the feast of Ded icat ion (see B ib le  
d ictionary ,  s . v .  "feasts" ) .  

He rod ' s  temp le-
1 .  Was en la rged and cou rtyardS were added by 

Herod for pol i t ica l  reasons (see B ib le  d i ct ionary, s .v .  
"Temp le  of  Herod" ) .  

2 .  Was worked on  between 1 7  B . C .  a n d  A . D .  64. 
3. Was destroyed by the army of Titus in AD. 70 (see 

B ib le  d ict ionary, s .v .  "Temple  of Herod " ) .  

Haggai and Zechariah (approximately 520 B.C. ) .  They 
were prophets in Jerusa lem (see Ezra 5 : 1 ) . They 
encou raged the rebu i l d i ng of the temple (see Ezra 5: 1 ;  
Haggai  1 ) . 

Esther (approximately 487-478 B.C ) .  She d i d  not 
retu rn  to Jerusa lem from captiv ity in Babylon (see 
Esther  1 -2 ) .  She became a queen in the Medo-Persian 
empi re (see Esther 2) . 

Ezra (approximately 458 B.C . ) .  He led a g roup to 
Jerusa lem from Babylon somet ime after the f i rst g roup 
of  ex i les  retu rned (see Ezra 7 ;  Re l ig ion 302 student 
manua l ,  J-5) . He b rou g ht back r iches f rom the ru l ers 
and othe rs in Babylon who contr ibuted to the tem ple 
(see Ezra 7 ) .  He came to Jerusa lem as a scr i be to 
reestab l i sh  the l aw (see Ezra 7-8) . H e  reformed 
noncovenant marr iages ( see Ezra 9- 1 0) .  

Nehemiah (approximately 445 B.C . ) .  He had been a 
royal cu p bearer i n  the Pers ian cou rt (see Nehemiah 2 1  ; 
Re l ig ion  302 student  manua l ,  J-5) .  He i nsp i red the 
rebu i l d i ng  of the c ity wal l s  (see Nehemiah 2 : 1 7-20 ) .  He 
was a g overnor of J u d ah (see Nehemiah 5: 1 4) .  He 
worked with Ezra to reform the people (see 
Nehemiah 8-1 0) .  

t ime with the b u i l d i ng of  the K i rt land Tem ple i n  ou r  day 
(see D&C 95) . Teach that the Lord g ives 
command ments to b less ou r l ives and that we shou ld  
respond p rompt ly to h i s  counse l  l est we forfeit g reat 
potent ia l  b less i ngs .  Use the examp le  of Ezra and 
i nterfaith marr iages to teach that i t  i s  best to obey the 
Lord 's  counsel at f i rst rather  than to have to reform l ater 
and exper ience the accompanying hardsh i p .  



N EHEMIAH 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Nehemiah 1 -7. Nehemiah Was Inspired to 
Rebui ld the Wal ls of Jerusalem 
1 .  Nehemiah mou rned and p rayed for the 

oppressed and aff l icted i n  Jerusalem (see 
Nehemiah 1 ) . 

2. Nehemiah determi ned to rebu i l d  the c ity wal l s  of 
Jerusalem and left Persia to accompl ish  th is task 
(see Nehemiah 2: 1 - 1 1 ,  1 2-20) . 

3. The work of refort ify i ng  Je rusalem proceeded 
despite g reat opposit ion (see Nehemiah 3·4) . 

4 .  Nehemiah , as governor of Judah ,  abol ished 
usu ry and took measu res to re l ieve corruption 
and oppression (see Nehemiah 5) . 

5 .  Sanbal l at and Tobiah sought  to br ing reproach 
on Nehemiah and stop the complet ion of the 
wal l s  (see Nehemiah 6 ;  JST, Nehemiah 6:  1 1 ,  1 3) .  

6 .  Nehemiah reviewed the genealogy of those who 
had retu rned to Judah (see Nehemiah 7; JST, 
Nehemiah 7 : 1 0- 1 1 ,  1 3 , 1 5- 1 6 ,  1 8-20, 22-24, 37-
38, 44-45 , 62) .  

B. Nehemiah 8 : 1 -1 3 :3. The People Were 
Strengthened and Renewed Their Covenants 
with God 
1 .  Ezra pub l ic ly  read and expounded the law of 

Moses to a l l  the people (see Nehemiah 8 :  1 - 1 2 ) .  
2 .  The  feast o f  Tabernacles was reestab l i shed (see 

Nehemiah 8 : 1 3- 1 8 ) .  
3 .  The  peop le confessed the i r  s i ns ,  p raised God , 

and reviewed h i s  good ness to I s rael (see 
Nehemiah 9 ) .  

4 .  The  peop le  covenanted to  l ive faithfu l l y  t he  law of 
Moses (see Nehemiah 1 0 : JST, Nehemiah 1 0 :29-
30). 

5 .  Those who retu rned from captivity were elected 
by lot to l ive e i ther in Jerusalem or in another part 
of Judah (see Nehemiah 1 1 ) . 

6. Pr iests and Levites were named , and the city 
wal l s  were ded icated with g reat ceremony and 
sacrif ices (see Nehemiah 1 2) .  

7 .  A l l  strangers were separated from I s rael (see 
Nehemiah 1 3 : 1 -3 ) .  

C. Nehemiah 1 3. After an Absence from the City, 
Nehemiah Continued His Work to Strengthen the 
People 
1 .  When Nehemiah went a second t ime to 

Jerusalem ,  he ousted the wicked Tobiah from a 
tem p le  chamber and then ceremon ia l ly  
c leansed i t  (see Nehemiah 1 3 :4-9) .  

2 .  Nehemiah reestab l i shed the payment of  t ithes 
(see Nehemiah 1 3 : 1 0- 1 4 ) .  

3 .  Nehemiah rebuked the  nob les o f  Judah fo r 
p rofani ng  the Sabbath day and for marry ing 
outs ide the covenant (see Nehem iah 1 3 : 1 5-3 1 ) . 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Rel ig ion 302 stu dent manual , 32- 1 th rough 32-9 . 
Deuteronomy 28 :  1 -2 ,  7. Why was Nehemiah unafraid of 

the th reats of h is  enemies? (see also Joshua 23 : 7- 1 0 ;  
D&C 1 05 : 1 4) .  

Joshua 1 8 : 7 ;  Exod us 29 :9 , 44; 30:30.  How was it 
determined to whom the p riesthood was g iven? 

D&C 58 :27-28.  How d id  Nehemiah exempl ify fol l owi ng 
the counse l  g iven by the Lord i n  th is scr i ptu re? 

TPJS ,  p. 259 . Why was Nehemiah 's work opposed? 
B ib le  d ict ionary, s.v. "N ehemiah . "  Who was Nehemiah? 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 32- 1 0 through 32- 1 6 .  
A lma 31 :5 .  What is  a very effective way to lead people to 

fo l l ow God 's  l aws? (see a lso 2 Neph i  33 1 ;  D&C 
50: 1 7  -23 ; Deuteronomy 28: 1 - 1 4 ) .  

OS,  1 :301 -3 .  Why  shou ld  we search the  scr i ptu res? (see 
also Deuteronomy 29 :29 ;  30: 1 0-1 6 ;  D&C 1 :37 ;  33: 1 6-
1 7) .  

. 

OS,  1 : 1 55 .  What is the val ue  of covenants? 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 32- 1 7 th roug h  32- 1 8 .  
DBY, p p .  84-85 . How cou ld  a people who had made 

solemn pub l i c  covenants to str ict ly observe the law 
fal l  back i nto apostasy so read i ly? (see Nehemiah 
1 0 :28-29 ) .  

1 05 



SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scr iptu re content out l i ne .  Select those concepts that 

Nehemiah's Character Was an Aid to the Lord in  
Rebui lding Jerusalem (Sections A-C) 

I nvolve the c lass i n  a d i scuss ion of what is known 
about Nehemiah :  who he was , what he was l i ke ,  and 
what h i s  character was . The fo l l ow ing verses cou l d  be 
l i sted , and stu dents cou l d  ident i fy the qua l i t ies .  

Nehemiah 1 :4-1 1 .  H u m ble  
Nehemiah 2 : 1 . Pleasant 
Nehemiah 2:5. Self- i n i t iat i ng 
Nehemiah 2 :5-8. Self-confident 
Nehemiah 2 : 1 7- 1 8 .  W i l l i ng to take the lead 

Nehemiah Sought to Strengthen the People 
(Sections B-C) 

Nehemiah and Ezra sought to pu rify thei r peop le .  
D iscuss several of the p ract ices they taug ht to  
accomp l i sh  the i r  objective .  The fo l l ow ing are examples .  
P lace the references on the board , and ask the students 
to read them and ident ify the act ions i nvolved . 

Nehemiah 8 :2-3 , 7-8. Study and expound ing the 
scr iptu res 

Nehemiah 8 : 1 3- 1 8 .  Keep i ng the feasts 
Nehemiah 9 : 1 -3. Fast ing and confess ing s ins  
Nehemiah 1 0 :30. Marr iage on ly  i n  the covenant 
Nehemiah 1 0 :31 . Keep i ng the Sabbath holy 
Nehemiah 1 0 :33-39 . Pay ing t i thes and offer ings 
Show that the same chal l enges exist i n  ou r  own day. 

The fol lowing  references i l l u st rate a s im i lar  emphas is  in 
our t ime .  

Sabbath observance. Spencer  W.  K imbal l ,  i n  
Conference Report ,  Oct .  1 974, p .  6 ;  A p r .  1 975, p .  9 ;  

Wal ls and Towers Were Bui lt around the Defended 
Cities of Israel (Section A) 

Point out that Nehemiah was p rimari ly  concerned 
with rebu i l d i ng  the wal l s  at Je rusalem even though h i s  
i nfant nation  had many other  needs .  H is  f i rst off ic ia l  act 
was to secretly su rvey the ancient fort if icat ions of the 
c ity and then to conscr ipt suff ic ient  men to qu ick ly 
repai r and fort ify the wal l s  around the o ld  c ity of Dav id 
before h i s  enemies cou l d  p revent the effort . 

Anc ient  I s rael comprised several fort i f ied c it ies and 
the i r  s i ster  c it ies.  Each genera l  area was p rotected by a 
c ity that was i ntended as a ref:.Jge for the i nhabi tants of 
su rround i ng ,  weaker c i t ies .  The fort i f ied c ity was bu i l t 
u pon a h i l l  and was su r rounded by a su bstant ia l  stone 
wal l ,  wh ich he l ped the i nhab itants of the c i ty resist 
forced m i l itary entry. To i m p rove the effectiveness of the 
wal l ,  towers were constructed at reg u lar  i nterva ls 
around i t  f rom wh ich the defenders cou ld  easi ly repel 
attackers . The only entry to the c ity was th roug h  a 
fort i f ied city gate , wh ich was very d ifficu l t  to penetrate 
because it was p rotected by a separate , forti f ied wal l 
(see transparency 30) . 

The lesser c it ies that su r rounded the fort i f ied c ity had 
no such wal l s .  Thei r i nhabitants , u pon being warned of 
i m pend ing  danger ,  wou l d  f lee to the fort i f ied c i ty .  The 
s ister c i t ies depended u pon the wal l s  of the forti f ied city, 
as Roland deVaux expla i ned :  
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you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l to you r  students.  

Nehemiah 2 : 1 9-20. Fu l l  of faith 
Nehemiah 4 : 1 4 .  Fearless 
Nehemiah 4 : 1 3 ,  1 6-23 ; 1 1  : 1 -2. An organizer 
Nehemiah 1 3 : 1 0- 1 4 .  D iscern ing  
Nehemiah 6 : 1 - 1 4 .  O bed ient 
Nehemiah 1 3 :7-8, 1 5-31 . Just 
Ask what re levance the exam ple  of Nehemiah has to 

ou r  day. Cou rage and val iance such as Nehemiah 's 
may yet be req u i red of the Sai nts l iv ing i n  our  day (see 
D&C 98:  1 1 - 1 4 ; Bruce R. McConk ie ,  in Conference 
Report ,  Apr. 1 980,  pp. 97- 1 00) . 

Oct .  1 975 ,  p .  6; Oct .  1 978 ,  p .  5 ;  Oct .  1 979,  p .  4 .  
Marriage. Spencer W .  K imbal l ,  " Marr iage-The 

Proper  Way , "  New Era , Feb.  1 976,  pp .  4 -7 ;  ' 'The 
Marr iage Dec is ion , "  Ensign , Feb .  1 975, pp. 2-6. 

Scripture study. Spencer W .  K imbal l ,  " How Rare a 
Possess ion-The Scr i ptu res ! "  Ensign ,  Sept .  1 976, pp .  
2 -5 ;  Henry D .  Tay lor ,  c ited by  Haro ld  B .  Lee , in  
Conference Report ,  Oct .  1 976 ,  p .  89 . 

Tithes and offerings. Spencer W. K imbal l ,  i n  
Conference Report ,  Oct .  1 980,  pp .  1 1 3- 1 4 ;  Mar ion G .  
Romney,  i n  Conference Report ,  Apr .  1 979, p .  1 35 ;  
Spencer  W.  Ki m bal l ,  "He  D id  I t  w i th  A l l H i s  Heart, and 
Prospered , "  Ensign , Mar .  1 98 1 , pp .  3-5. 

Repentance. Marion G. Romney, in Conference 
Report ,  Oct .  1 980,  pp. 69-73;  Spencer W. K imbal l ,  
"What I s  True Repentance , "  New Era, May 1 974 , pp .  4-
7; Mar ion G .  Romney,  " Repent or Per ish , "  Ensign , Apr .  
1 975 ,  pp .  3-5 .  

" Every town ( ' ir) was normal ly  enc i rc led by a rampart, 
wh ich d i st i ngu ished i t  from an open v i l l age (haser, cf. Lv 
25:3 1 ) .  But a town wh ich was defended by sol i d  
construct ions was ca l l ed  a 'fort i f ied town'  ( 'ir mibsar: ct. 
Jr 34 : 7  and many other  texts ) .  

' 'The ent i re popu lat ion o f  the ne ig h bou rhood wou l d  
seek p rotect ion beh ind  these d efences i n  t imes of 
danger  ( J r  4 : 5 ;  8 : 1 4 ) . "  (Ancient Israel ,  p. 229 . )  

U pon h i s  return t o  the d estroyed c ity o f  Jerusa lem,  
Nehemiah real ized that wi thout c ity wal l s  the i nfant 
nat ion wou l d  cont i nue  to be subject to the wh ims of thei r 
ne ighbors who had assumed control of much of the 
lan d .  The c i ty wal l s ,  the refore, were synonymous with 
safety . 

Ro land d eVaux said of the c i t ies that the I s rael i te 
spies encountered when they were sent to search the 
land of Canaan : " It i s  understandable that these heavi ly 
fort i f ied towns struck fear i nto the I s rael ite i nvaders (Nb 
1 3 :28) ,  for the i r  ramparts reached ' to the sky '  (Dt 1 : 28) ;  
they were 'strongho lds  enc losed by h igh wal l s ,  
p rotected by gates and bars' (Dt 3 :5 )"  (Ancient Israel , 
p. 229) . 

S ince modern weapons have rendered such means 
of defense nearly use less ,  the s ign if icance of the wal l 
may not be apprec iated by the students ;  however ,  to 
Nehemiah the wal l was absolute ly cruc ia l . 



ZECHARIAH 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Zechariah 1 : 1 -6 ;  4; 7. Zechariah Exhorted and 
Encouraged the People of His Day 
1 .  Zechar iah ca l led u pon the peop le  of Judah to 

repent and obey the words of the p rophets (see 
Zechar iah 1 :  1 -6) . 

2 .  Zechar iah was to ld that Zerubbabel  wou ld  f in ish  
bu i l d i ng  the tem p le  (see Zechar iah 4 ;  JST, 
Zechar iah 4 1 0 , 1 4) .  

3 .  Zechar iah to ld t h e  people that t h e  fasts 
ce lebrated by the i r  forefathers were not as 
i m portant as the i r own personal r ig hteousness 
(see Zechar iah 7) .  

B. Zechariah 9 :9-1 2 ;  1 1 : 1 0-1 3. Zechariah 
Prophesied of Events in  the Life of the Savior 
1 .  Zechar iah saw a t ime when the K ing of I s rael  

wou ld  come i n  peace and complete the 
Atonement in behal f  of  mank i nd  (see Zechariah 
9 : 9- 1 2 ) .  

2 .  The t r ue  Shepherd , who  cou l d  save I s rae l ,  wou ld  
be so ld  fo r  th i rty p ieces o f  si lver (see Zechar iah 
1 1  : 1 0- 1 3 ) .  

C. Zechariah 1 :7-2 : 1 3 ;  3 ;  5-6 ; 8 : 1 -9 :8 ;  9 : 1 3-1 0 : 1 2 ;  
1 1 : 1 -1 1 , 1 4-1 7 ;  1 2-1 4. Zechariah Prophesied of 
Events from His Time to the Mi l lennium 
1 .  Zechar iah foresaw a day when Judah wou ld  

aga i n  bu i l d  Jerusa lem and her  c i t ies and  peace 
wou ld  be estab l ished th roug hout the land (see 
Zechar iah 1 : 7-2: 1 3 ; 8; J ST, Zechariah 8 :7 , 1 3) .  

2 .  The d ay wou ld  come when i n i qu ity wou ld  be 
removed from the earth ,  I s rael wou ld  be 
c leansed ,  and the Savior  wou ld  re ig n  over h is  
peop le  (see Zechar iah 3 ;  5 ;  6 9- 1 5) .  

3 .  The Lord wou ld  send forth se rvants to execute 
j udgments on the earth before he appeared i n  
g lo ry (see Zechar iah 6 : 1 -8 ;  JST, Zechar iah 6 :5)  

4 .  Wicked nat ions who borde red I s rael  wou ld  be 
destroyed (see Zechar iah 9 : 1 -8) 

5 .  The d ay wou ld  come when Judah and Ephra im 
wou ld be g athered in from thei r long d ispers ion 
and be un ited (see Zechar iah 9 :  1 3- 1 0 1 2) .  

6 .  Zechar iah prophesied that false shepherds 
wou ld  be d estroyed and the t rue Shepherd 
raised u p  (see Zechar iah 1 1 :  1 - 1 1 ,  1 4- 1 7) .  

7 .  Zechar iah saw that a l l  nat ions wou ld  gather 
togethe r  to dest roy the house of Judah (see 
Zechar iah 1 2 : 1 -5 ;  1 4 :2 ) .  

8 .  I n  the t ime of the i r g reatest d i stress , the Lord wi l l  
come a n d  p reserve Judah ;  they wi l l  then know 
h i m  as the i r  Mess iah ,  who was cruc i f ied (see 
Zechar iah 1 2 :6- 1 4 :  1 ,  3- 1 5) .  

9 .  Afte r t h e  Lord ' s  comi ng , t h e  nat ions wi l l  worsh i p  
h i m  or  b e  v is ited with h i s  j udg ments (see 
Zechar iah 1 4 : 1 6-21 ) .  

54 

SUPPLEMENTARY STUDY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion  302 student  man ual . 33- 1 th rough 33-3; 33- 1 7 
t h rough  33-20; 33-25 through 33-26. 

Lu ke 21 :33. How dependab le is the word of the Lord? 
(see also Zechar iah 1 : 6 ) .  

James 2 : 2 1 -26. What i s  t r ue  r ig hteousness? 
Mormon 8 :36-4 1 . What does the Lord condemn as 

hypocr isy in re l i g ion? 
P roverbs 28 :27 .  What i s  the resu l t  of ou r  t reatment of  the 

poor? (see a lso O&C 1 04 : 1 8 ) .  
B ib l e  d i ct ionary, s .v .  "Zechariah . "  A d iscuss ion of 

Zechar iah and a br ief analys is of his book are g iven .  

Rel i g i on  302 student  manual , 33-3 1 th rough 33-32 ; 33-
40 .  

Matthew 2 1  : 1 - 1 1 .  What s i gn if icant event took p lace 
before the cruc i f ix ion of the Savior ,  as prophesied by 
Zechar iah? (see also John 1 2 : 1 2- 1 5 ) .  

Matthew 26:  1 5; 27 :3-5 ;  Lu ke 22 :2-6. How was the 
p rophecy recorded i n  Zechar iah 1 1 :  1 2- 1 3 fu l f i l led? 

JC, pp. 5 1 6- 1 7 .  What i s  the s ign if icance of the t r iumphal  
entry of the Savior  i nto Je rusa lem? 

Re l i g ion  302 student manual , 33-4 th rough  33- 1 6 ;  33-2 1 
th rough  33-24 : 33-27 th rough  33-30 ; 33-33 through 
33-39 ; 33-4 1 t h rough  33-50;  1 - 1  th rough 1 -9 .  

Jeremiah 32 :36-44 . What d id  J e remiah prophesy about 
the restorat ion of I s rael? 

Ezekie l  38-39 . What w i l l  happen I n  I s rael at the t ime of 
the Lord ' s  retu rn? 

Ezekiel 37 :20-28. What w i l l  be the cond i t ions i n  I s rael 
after I s rael has been gathered? (see also Ezekie l  
28 :24-26) .  

O&C 45:48-53 . When wi l l  the Jews come to know thei r 
Mess iah? 

TPJ S ,  pp.  286-87 .  What d id the Prophet Joseph Smith 
say must take p lace before the second coming  of the 
Savior? 

OS ,  3 : 67-72 . What must J udah and Ephra im do before 
the Second Coming?  

JC ,  pp .  790-92 . What wi l l  be t he  cond it ions d u ri ng  the 
M i l l enn i um? 
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SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTA TION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scr i ptu re content out l i ne .  Se lect those concepts that 

I ntroduction to Zechariah (Section A) 
I nt roduce the  book of Zechar iah by he lp ing students 

to see i t  in its h istor ical context . Point out that just before 
Zechar iah ' s  t ime ,  Cyrus ,  the Pers ian k ing ,  had issued 
the ed ict that al lowed the Jews to leave Babylon and 
retu rn to Jerusa lem (see Ezra 1 : 1 -4 ) .  

Zechar iah 's  g randfather I ddo  was one o f  the  
retu rn ing  exi l es .  I f  Zechar iah had been one o f  the 

Symbolism i n  Zechariah (Sections A-C) 
S idney B. Sperry wrote : " I n  many respects the Book 

of Zechar iah is one of the most d ifficu l t  of i nterpretat ion 
in the Old Testament .  Many ear ly commentators, Jewish 
and Chr ist ian a l i ke ,  were forced to concede that they 
fai led 'to f ind the i r  hands '  in the i nterpretat ion of the 
p rophet 's  v is ions ,  and that they became lost in the 
mazes of his thought .  I ndee d ,  the writer confesses 
free l y  that i n  compar ison to Zechar iah al l  of the other  
M i no r  Prophets are easy to i nterpret . "  (The Voice of 
Israel's Prophets ,  p .  4 1 1 . ) 

Reference Symbol 

you feel wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to you r  students. 

retu rn ing exi les ,  he  l i ke ly wou l d  have been a mere boy 
(see Zechariah 1 :  1 ;  Nehemiah 1 2 : 1 -4 ,  1 6 ; Ezra 5: 1 ;  
6 : 1 4 ) .  

Zechar iah was contemporary w i th  the prophet 
Haggai  (see Ezra 5 : 1 ) . Haggai and Zechar iah were 
cal led by the Lord to encourage the peop le to complete 
the temp le  (see Ezra 5 : 1 ;  6 : 1 4) .  

Exp la in  t o  students that one o f  the reasons Zechar iah 
is  d iffi cu lt to i nterp ret i s  that he c lothed h is  message i n  
the lang uage of symbo l ,  a s  I sa iah and Ezek ie l  d i d .  He lp  
students see that even thoug h they may not  understand 
every verse, much of Zechar iah can be understood by 
understand i ng  many of the symbo ls  he used . For fu rther  
commentary on the symbo ls  ment ioned below, see the 
Re l ig ion  302 student  manua l  1 3-58; 27- 1 6 ;  33-5 ; 33-9 ;  
33- 1 5 th roug h  33- 1 6;  33- 1 9 ;  33-23 ; 33-49 . 

Zechar iah 1 : 8 ;  6 :2-3 Horses-red speckled , bay white 
b lac k  

Concept Represented 
War, b loodshed 
Confus ion ,  unsett led cond i t ion 
Peace,  victory 

Horns 
F i l thy garments 
The B ranch 

Mourn ing (see Jeremiah 8 : 2 1 ) 
Powe r 
S ins  
The Messiah 

Zechar iah 1 :  1 9  
Zechar iah 3 :3  
Zechar iah 3 :8 ;  6 :  1 2  
Zechar iah 3 :4  "C lothe thee with change of Robes of r ig hteousness (see I sa iah 

ra iment" 
G reat mountain 
Becom ing a p la in  
R id ing  an ass 
Shepherds 

61 : 1 0: Reve lat ion 1 9 :8 )  
Obstac les 
Removal of obstac les 
Coming i n  peace 
Leaders 

Zechar iah 4 : 7  
Zechar iah 4 : 7  
Zechar iah 9 : 9  
Zechar iah 1 0 : 3  
Zechar iah 1 4 : 2 1  Canaanite i n  the house o f  the Lord Ungod ly in I s rae l  

Consu l t  the Re l ig ion 302 student manual  fo r other  
examples .  You m ight want  to se lect a few examples 
f rom the wr i t i ngs  of Zechar iah and i l l ust rate how 

The Mission of the Savior As Seen by Zechariah 
(Section B) 

To he lp  students see some parts of the m iss ion of the 

Mortal M inistry Spirit World 

understand i ng  the symbols he used he lps i n  
understand i ng  the  passage .  

Sav ior  prophes ied b y  Zechar iah , p lace t h e  fo l lowing 
i l l ustrat ion o n  the cha lkboard . 

Second Coming 
Tri umpha l  entry (Zechar iah 9 :9 )  Th rough  the Atonement ,  work for the 

d ead cou l d  beg i n  (Zechar iah 9 :  1 1 )  
Ch r ist wi l l  appear to the Jews at the 
Mount of O l ives (Zechar iah 1 2 : 8- 1 0 ;  
1 4 : 1 -7 ;  D&C 45 :48 , 5 1 -53) 

Th i rty p ieces of s i lver (Zechar iah 
1 1 : 1 1 - 1 3) 

Consu l t  the Re l ig ion 302 student manual  and the 
B ib le d i ct ionary .  s .v .  "Zechar iah , "  for he lpfu l  
commentary on the above references as they relate to 
the m i ss ion of the Sav ior .  
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Much  of Zechar iah dea ls  with the  batt le  of 
Armageddon and the j udg ments of God .  Other 
suggest ions for teach i ng  th is mater ia l are found i n  
lesson 49 ,  wh ich  covers Ezek ie l  3 8  and 39. 



MALACHI 

SCRIPTURE CONTENT OUTLINE 

A. Malachi 1 -2 ;  3:7-1 8. Through Malachi the Lord 
Rebuked the Jews for Their Unrighteousness 
1 .  The Lord rem inded I s rae l of h i s  love and care for 

them (see Malach i  1 : 1 -5 ) .  
2 .  The p riests were rebu ked for  thei r lack  of  respect 

for God , wh ich was shown by the i r  offer ing 
pol l uted b read and sacr if ic ing imperfect an imals 
(see Malach i  1 : 6- 1 4 ) .  

3 .  The  Lord warned the pr i ests o f  cu rses to  come i f  
they d id not repent (see Malachi  2 : 1 -9 ) .  

4 .  Judah 's  men were charged w i th  b reaki ng 
covenant with the Lord by d ivorc ing thei r wives 
and by marryi ng fore igners (see Malach i  2 : 1 0-
1 7) .  

5 .  The Jews had robbed God b y  fai l i ng  t o  pay the i r  
t i thes and offe ri ngs (see Malachi  3 : 7-9) .  

6 .  G reat b less ings are p romised t o  those who pay 
t ith ing  (see Malach i  3 : 1 0- 1 2 ) .  

7 .  Malach i  rem inded the  peop le  that the  Lord 
rewards those who endu re faithfu l l y  (see Malachi  
3 : 1 3- 1 8) .  

B. Malachi 3 : 1 -6 ;  4. Malachi Prophesied of the 
Lord's Second Coming 
1 .  The Lord wou ld  send a messenger  to prepare 

the way for h i s  coming (see Malach i  3 :  1 n ) .  
2 .  The  Lord wou ld  come sudden ly  to  h is  temple 

(see Malach i  3 : 1  n ) .  
3 .  When t h e  Lord retu rned i n  g lo ry,  he wou ld  purge 

and pu rify the earth and its i nhabi tants (see 
Malach i  3 : 1 -4 ) .  

4 .  The  sons  o f  Levi wou l d  be pu r if ied and  make an 
offer ing to the Lord in r ighteousness (see 
Malach i  3 :3 ) .  

5 .  After the forego ing events , Judah wou ld  become 
acceptab le to the Lord (see Malachi 3 :4 ) .  

6 .  At  h i s  com ing  the Lord wou ld  v is i t  judg ment and 
destruct ion u pon the wicked (see Malach i  3 :5-6; 
4 : 1 -4 ) .  

7 .  The  Lord wou ld  send  E l i jah before " the  g reat and 
d readfu l day" of his coming  (see Malach i  4 :5-6) . 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 

You are not expected to teach everyth ing in the 
scr iptu re content out l i ne .  Select those concepts that 

A Contrast between Unrighteous and Righteous 
Priesthood Holders (Section A) 

I n  Malach i ' s  day the house of I s rael had agai n been 
corru pted . Even those who held the pr iesthood and 
shou ld  have been examples to God's people and to the 

Levites of Malachi 's Day 
Were ung ratefu l to God (see Malach i  1 :2 )  
D id  not  honor God (see Ma lach i  1 :6 )  
Offered i nfer ior offer ings (see Malach i  1 : 7-8 , 1 2- 1 4) 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STUOY SOURCES 

Re l ig ion 302 student manual , 34- 1 through 34-7; 34- 1 1 
t h rough 34- 1 4 .  

Levit icus  22 :  1 7-25. What an ima ls  were acceptable to 
the Lord as sacr if ices? 

Deuteronomy 8 :  1 0- 1 8 . What warn ing , g iven to I s rael 
d u ri ng  the Exodus ,  had evident ly been forgotten by 
Malach i ' s  t ime? 

Mosiah 2 : 1 9 .  What d i d  K ing Benjam i n  te l l  h i s  people 
about showi ng g rati tude to the Lord? 

D&C 59:2 1 . Who is  the Lord 's wrath ki nd led against? 
D&C 1 2 1 : 34-37. To what are the r ig hts of the pr iesthood 

i nseparably connected? 
Lu ke 1 6 : 1 8 . What d i d  the Lord teach about putt ing away 

one 's wife to marry another? 
OS,  1 : 1 32-33 . I ng rati tude i s  one of the most ser ious and 

most p revalent s ins of our day (see also Joseph F .  
Smi th ,  Gospel Ooctrine ,  pp. 270-7 1 ) .  

Spencer W. K imbal l ,  i n  C R ,  Oct. 1 980, p .  1 1 3 .  Payment 
of t i th i ng  i s  a req u i rement of God . How im portant is  it? 

B ib le  d i ct ionary ,  s .v .  " Malach i . "  The miss ion and 
message of Malach i  are d i scussed . 

Re l ig ion  302 stu dent manua l , 34-8 through 34- 1 0 ;  34- 1 5 
th rough 34- 1 8 .  

2 Thessa lon ians 2 :8 ;  D&C 5 : 1 9 .  What wi l l  happen to  the 
un repentant and wicked at Ch r ist 's second com ing? 
(see a lso 2 Peter 3 :  1 0 ;  D&C 1 1 2 :24) . 

OS,  1 :  1 93-95 ; 3 :  1 0- 1 4 . Who is the messenger that 
wou l d  be sent befo re the Savior 's second com ing? 

Art ic les of  Faith 1 : 1 0 . To what condi t ion wi l l  the earth be 
retu rned? 

D&C 1 3 . What d id John the Bapti st te l l  the Prophet 
Joseph Smith about the sons of Levi? (see also 
JS- H 1 : 7 1  n ) .  

D&C 1 28 :24 .  What is  o n e  o f  t h e  offe r ings th is Church 
and people should be p repared to g ive to the Lord at 
h i s  com ing? 

you fee l  wi l l  be the most he lpfu l  to  you r  students .  

wor ld  were corrupt .  Using the book of Malachi  and other 
scr i ptu res ,  he lp students see how the Levites of 
Malach i ' s  day were p rofan ing  the pr iesthood . Contrast 
the i r  actions with those of pr iesthood ho lders today. 
How shou ld  they l ive and serve? 

Departed from God 's  ways (see Malachi  2 :8 )  
Caused many to  stumb le  (see Ma lach i  2 :8 )  
Corru pted the covenant (see Ma lach i  2 :8 )  
Mar r ied out of the covenant (see Ma lach i  2 : 1 1 )  
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Put away thei r wives (see Malachi  2 : 1 3- 1 6) 
Did not pay t i thes and offe r ings (see Malach i  3 : 8-9) 

Righteous Priesthood Holders 
Have respect for God (see Malachi  2 : 5)  
Speak and teach the truth (see Malachi  2 : 6) 
Do not speak i n i q u ity (see Malach i  2 : 6) 
Walk with God i n  peace and equ ity (see Malach i  2 : 6) 
Tu rn many away from i n i qu i ty (see Malachi  2 : 6) 
Gain  knowledge and seek the Lord 's  law (see Malach i  

2 : 7) 
Show g rat i tude fo r b less i ngs and obey God 's 
commandments (see D&C 59: 2 1 ; 78:  1 9) 

Wil l  a Man Rob God? (Section A) 
Read Malach i  3 : 8- 1 2 .  Ask students why fai l u re to pay 

an honest ten percent of one 's  income to the Lord is  a 
form of robbery? Point out that the Lord fe l t  so strong ly  
about  th is  commandment that he repeated i t  to the 
Neph ites (see 3 Neph i  2 4 : 8- 1 2 ) .  Prophets i n  our  day 
have a lso spoken of it often .  Read and d i scuss the 
fo l lowi ng  quotat ions :  

"The Psal m ist sai d :  [Psal m 24: 1 -2 quoted . ]  . . .  
" I f the earth i s  the Lord ' s ,  then we are merely tenants 

and owe our land lord an accounti n g .  The scr i ptu re 
says: 'Render  u nto Caesar that wh ich is Caesar 's ,  and 
to God that which i s  God ' s . '  What percentage of our 
i nc rease do we pay Caesar? And what percent to God? 

"The command of the Lord th rough  the prophet 
Malach i  reads :  [ M alach i  3 : 8 ,  1 0  q uoted . ]  . . .  

"Wou ld  you steal a do l la r  from you r  f r iend? A t i re from 
you r  ne ighbor 's  car? Wou ld  you borrow a widow's 
insu rance money with no i ntent to pay? Do you rob 
ban ks? You are shocked at such suggestions .  Then ,  
wou l d  you rob you r  God , you r  Lord , who has made such 
generous arrangements with you? 

"Do you have a r ight to appropr iate the funds of you r 
emp loyer with wh ich to pay you r debts ,  to buy a car, to 
c lothe you r fam i ly ,  to feed you r ch i l d ren , to bu i l d  you r  
home? 

"Wou ld  you take from you r  ne ighbor 's  funds to send 
you r  c h i l d ren to col lege or  on a miss ion? Wou ld  you 
help re lat ives o r  friends with fu nds not you r own? Some 
peop le  get the i r standards mixed , their ideals out of l i ne .  
Wou l d  you  take t i thes to  pay you r  bu i l d i ng fund or  ward 

The Second Coming (Section B) 
A theme of all p rophets in all d i spensat ions has been 

the com ing  of the Lord . I t  is therefore f i tt ing that the O ld  
Testament c lose with a p rophecy o f  the Lord 's  second 
com ing .  Read Malach i  4 : 1 -3 ,  then put the fo l l owing 
d iag ram on the board and d i scuss the concept i t  
i l l u st rates .  
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Second Coming 

/ �  
A g reat day A d readfu l  day 

Sought to j ust i fy the i r  s i ns  (see Malachi  2: 1 7) 

Free ly g ive t i thes and offe ri ngs (see Malach i  3 : 1 0 ;  D&C 
1 1 9 : 4-5) 

Keep the i r covenants (see Exod us  1 9 : 5 ;  D&C 84: 39-4 1 ; 
98 : 1 5) 

Marry i n  the covenant (see Deute ronomy 7 : 3 ;  2 
Cor inth ians 6: 1 4 ; D&C 1 32 :  1 9 ) 

Are true to the i r  wives (see 1 Ti mothy 3 : 2 ,  1 2 ; Ephesians 
5 : 25-28) 

Learn the i r  d ut ies and mag n ify their pri esthood cal l i ngs  
(see D&C 84: 33-38 ; 1 07 : 99- 1 00) 

maintenance cont r ibut ion? Wou ld  you supp ly  g i fts to the 
poor with someone e lse 's  money? The Lord 's 
money? . .  

" Does not the law of t i th i ng  apply to a l l  the ch i l d ren of 
men ,  regard less of c h u rch  or c reed? . . .  

" . . .  The Lord wi l l  b less a l l  those who love and l ive 
th is  law . "  (Spencer W. K imbal l ,  Faith Precedes the 
Miracle , pp .  282-83 , 289-90 . )  

" From t h i s  scr i ptu re [D&C 1 1 9 : 1 -4]  i t  i s  apparent that 
t i th i ng  is a debt wh ich everyone owes to the Lord fo r h i s  
use o f  the th ings  that the Lord has  made and given to 
h im  to use .  It is a debt j ust as l i tera l ly  as the g rocery b i l l ,  
o r  a l ight  b i l l ,  or  a n y  othe r  d u ly i ncu rred ob l i gation .  A s  a 
matter of fact, the Lord , to whom one owes t ith i ng ,  is in a 
posit ion of a p referred c red itor .  If there is not enough to 
pay a l l  creditors ,  he shou ld  be paid f i rst . Now I am sure 
you wi l l  have a l i tt l e  shock at that, but that is the truth . 
Other c red itors of t i the-payers,  however ,  need to have 
no cause to worry, for the Lord always b lesses the 
person who has fa i th enough to pay h i s  t i th i ng  so that 
h i s  ab i l ity to pay h i s  other  c red itors is not thereby 
reduced . 

"As an acknowledg ment and i n  retu rn for h is  bou nty, 
the Lord req u i res us  to retu rn to him as t ith ing ten 
percent of our i nterest annua l ly .  In the law of the gospe l ,  
t i th i ng  i s ,  t h e n ,  a s  h a s  al ready been sai d ,  a legal  
ob l igat ion . I t  i s  not a mere f reewi l l  offer i ng . "  (Marion G .  
Romney,  The Blessings o f  a n  Honest Tithe ,  Br ig ham 
You ng Un ivers i ty Speeches of the Year [P rovo, 5 Nov. 
1 968] , p .  4 . )  

For whom wi l l  t h e  Lo rd 's  com ing  b e  a g reat day? 
Discuss Malach i  4 : 2-4 .  He lp  students understand that 
the r ig hteous need not fear (see D&C 45:39 ;  Moses 
7 : 62 ;  1 Thessa lon ians  4: 1 6- 1 8 ;  5 :  1 -9 ) .  

For  whom wi l l  the Lord 's  com ing  be a d readfu l  day? 
Discuss Malach i  3 : 5 ;  4 : 1 .  

Point out that the Lord 's  peop le  shou ld  be prepari ng 
and p rayi ng for the imm i nent retu rn of the Savior ,  
because ,  at  h i s  com ing  wicked ness wi l l  be destroyed 
and the m i l l enn ial era of peace wi l l  be ushered i n .  ( I f you 
wish to emphasize Malach i  4 : 5-6 ,  see lesson 33, which 
covers the m iss ion of E l i jah . )  



ANNOTATED REFERENCES TO 

THE BOOKS OF CHRONICLES 

The fol l owing is  a l i st of annotated references to 
passages in  the  books of Ch ron ic les that add mater ia l  

King David 
1 .  1 Ch ron ic les 1 0 : 1 3- 1 4 .  Reasons are g iven for 

Sau l ' s  death ;  he  d ied because of h is  
transg ress ions .  

2 .  1 Chron ic les 1 1  :6 .  Joab became ch ief because 
he  was the fi rst to smite the Jebusites. 

3 .  1 Ch ron ic les 1 2 : 1 -7 .  The names of those who 
g athered with Davi d at Z i k lag are g iven .  

4 .  1 Chron ic les 1 2 : 8-40. The  names o f  those from 
various tr ibes of I s rael who jo ined Dav id in the 
f ight  aga inst the Ph i l i st ines are g iven .  

5 .  1 Chron ic les 1 4 : 1 7 . Dav id was feared by men in  
al l nat ions .  

6 .  1 Ch ron ic les 1 3 : 1 -4 ;  1 5 : 1 . Dav id and the leaders 
of I s rael who were gathered with h im ag reed to 
take the ark of the covenant to Je rusalem and 
p repared a p lace for it .  

7 .  1 Chron ic les 1 5 :2-24; 1 6 : 1 -6 .  The ark was taken 
to Jerusa lem with g reat rejoic ing . 

S. 1 Chron ic les 1 6 : 7-36. David wrote a specia l  
psalm to thank the Lord for h is  wond rous ways . 

9 .  1 Chron ic les 1 6 : 1 -6 ,  37-43. Specia l  men among 
the Levites were appoi nted by David to m in ister 
dai ly before the ark. 

1 0 . 1 Chron ic les 21 :6-7 .  Joab d i sp leased God when 

King Solomon 
1 S . 1 Chron ic les 29 :22-25 . Solomon was made k ing 

by the peop le  a second t ime ,  and they submi tted 
to his ru le .  

1 9 . 2 Chron ic les 1 :  1 -6 .  Solomon , as  ki ng ,  was 
mag nif ied by the Lord . Solomon acknowledged 
h is  debt to the Lord by offe r ing sacr if ices at the 
tabernac l e  i n  G i beon .  

20. 2 Chron ic les 1 :  1 4- 1 6. So lomon g athered many 
char iots and horsemen and made go ld  and 
s i lver p lent ifu l among his peop le .  

2 1 . 2 Ch ron ic les 2 :  1 -2 .  So lomon employed more 
than 1 53 , 000 men to bu i l d  the temp le .  

22.  2 Chron ic les 2 : 5-7 .  A s ki l led eng raver and 
art isan were sought  for and  employed to 
decorate the temp le .  

23 .  2 Chron ic les 2 :9- 1 0 .  A l l  workers were paid 
bount if u l l y  for the i r  serv ices.  

24 . 2 Chron ic les 2 :  1 2- 1 5 .  H i ram ,  k ing of Tyre, 
supp l ied the requested decorator. 

25. 2 C h ron ic les 3 :2 .  The work on the temp le  began 

Kings of Judah 
3 1 . 2 Ch ron ic les 1 1 :  1 3- 1 5 .  Fo l l owi ng  the d iv is ion of 

Rehoboam's k ingdom,  the r ighteous pr iests and 
Levites who were scattered th roughout I s rael 
moved to Jerusa lem because Je roboam had cast 
them off and set u p  u n ri ghteous pr iests. 

32 . 2 Chron ic les 1 1 :  1 6- 1 7 .  Al l mem bers of the tr i bes 
who sought to serve the Lord moved to Jerusalem 
after the d iv is ion of the k ingdom,  thus 
strengthen ing  the hand of Rehoboam . 

not found i n  the books of Samue l  and K ings (see 
lessons 25-27 ;  29; 32-34; 37 ;  44) .  

he refused to numbe r  the t r i bes of Levi and 
Benjami n  with the others .  

1 1 .  1 C h ron ic les 2 1 : 1 S-27.  David obeyed the 
command of an angel  of the Lord to buy the 
th resh ing f loor of Oman and bu i ld  an altar on i t .  

1 2 . 1 C h ron ic les 2 1  : 2S-30. Dav id feared to go  to 
G i beon , where the tabernac le  was located , 
because of the ange l  he had seen with a d rawn 
swo rd . 

1 3 . 1 C h ron ic les 23:2-26 :32 .  David numbered the 
Levites and the sons of Aaron and appointed 
them to var ious tasks. 

1 4 . 1 C h ron ic les 27 .  Dav id  appointed various lesser 
ru le rs among the t ri bes and set forth the i r dut ies .  

1 5 . 1 Ch ron ic les 22 ;  28.  Dav id gathered prec ious 
mater ia ls to bu i ld a temp le  in  Jerusalem.  Before 
h i s  death ,  David ca l led a conference of I s rael 's 
l eaders at wh ich he g ave Solomon the pattern for 
the tem p le  and the mate r ia ls he  had prepared . 

1 6 . 1 C h ron ic les 29: 1 -9 .  David and h is  peop le  
donated generous ly toward the  temple 's  
construct ion . 

1 7 . 1 Ch ron ic les 29: 1 0-2 1 . David offered a prayer of 
thanks in the p resence of h is  people and then 
asked the peop le  to d o  the same. 

on the second d ay of the second month i n  the 
fou rth  year of Solomon's re i gn .  

26 .  2 C h ron ic les 3 :5-S .  The  temple wal l s ,  twenty 
cubits w ide and twenty long , were over la id on 
the i nner  s ide  with go ld  and p recious stones. 

27 .  2 C h ron ic les 5 : 1 2- 1 3 .  Specia l  men among the 
Levites were ass igned to p lay mus ic and s ing 
praises to the Lord at  the ded icat ion of  the 
temp le  (see a lso 2 C h ron ic les 7 :6) .  

2S.  2 C h ron ic les 7 : 1 2- 1 4 .  The Lord appeared to 
Solomon and p romised rai n and re l ie f  f rom 
pest i l ence i n  I s rael  on cond it ion of obed ience 
and proper worsh ip .  

29 .  2 C h ron ic les 8 : 1 3- 1 6 .  Temp le  services inc lu ded 
the Mosaic r i tua ls and feasts as they had been 
observed i n  K ing David ' s  t ime .  

30.  2 C h ron ic les 9 :26 .  So lomon 's  k ingdom extended 
from "the r iver" (the Euph rates on the east) to 
"the land of the Phi l i st ines ,  and to the borde r  of 
Egypt" (see a lso 1 K ings 4 :2 1 ) .  

33.  2 C h ron ic les 1 1 :  1 S-23. Rehoboam marr ied many 
wives and begat many ch i l d ren .  

34 . 2 C h ron ic les 1 2 :3-8 .  When Rehoboam and  h i s  
peop le forsook the Lord , J udah was made 
su bservient to Sh i shak ,  k ing of Egypt. 

35.  2 C h ron ic les 1 3 :3-2 1 . Afte r Rehoboam's  death 
and Abi jah 's ascens ion to the th rone ,  Je roboam 
attacked Judah ,  but he  was repu lsed th rough  the 
power of the Lord . 
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36. 2 C h ron ic les 1 4 :4-8 .  Asa removed the ido ls  i n  h is  
land and served the Lord . H e  fort i f ied h i s  land and 
p rospered . 

37 .  2 Ch ron ic les 1 4 :9 - 1 5 .  When the Eth iop ians 
attacked Je rusa le m ,  Asa beseeched the Lord to 
he lp  defeat the enemy,  and He d id .  

38 .  2 Ch ron ic les 1 5 : 1 -8 .  Asa  cont inued to  seek the 
Lord as the p rophet Azar iah had ad mon i shed h im 
to do .  

39 . 2 Ch ron ic les 1 5 : 9- 1 5. Many peop le  f rom the 
northern t r ibes ,  see ing that God prospered Asa's 
ru le ,  defected to Judah and covenanted to serve 
the Lord . 

40. 2 C h ron ic les 1 6 : 7- 1 0. Asa was chast i sed by a 
p rophet for  re ly ing on the Syr ians in the war 
against the Eth iop ians ,  and so Asa put the seer in 
pr ison .  

4 1 . 2 Ch ron ic les 1 7 1 -6 .  Jehoshaphat ,  Asa's 
successor ,  rei gned i n  r ighteousness.  

42 . 2 Ch ron ic les 1 77-9. Jehoshaphat appointed 
p riests and Levites to teach Judah from the book 
of the law of the Lo rd . 

43 . 2 Ch ron ic les 1 7 : 1 0- 1 9 . Jehoshaphat's re ign  was 
peacefu l ,  but the peop le  were ready for war i f  it 
came.  

44. 2 C h ron ic les 1 9 :4- 1 1 .  Equ ity and just ice marked 
Jehoshaphat 's reig n .  

45 . 2 Ch ron ic les 2 0 :  1 - 1 3 . Jehoshaphat ,  fear ing a n  
i nvas ion b y  t h e  Moabites a n d  Ammon ites , l e d  h i s  
peop le  i n  fast ing a n d  p rayer for p rotect ion .  

46.  2 Ch ron ic les 20 : 1 4-30. God gave Judah victory 
in return for the i r  faith and p rayers , and Judah 
rejo iced i n  the Lord . 

47 .  2 Ch ron ic les 20 :3 1 -37.  Al though Jehoshaphat 
usua l l y  walked i n  the ways of God , he  somet imes 
made wrong choices.  

48.  2 C h ron ic les 21 : 2-4 ,  1 1 .  Jehoram , Jehoshaphats 
son , assumed his father 's th rone .  He mu rdered 
his b rothe rs and led the people i nto s i n .  

49 .  2 Ch ron ic les 2 1 : 1 2- 1 8 .  I n  a l etter El i jah 
prophes ied evi l aga inst Jehoram for h i s  wicked 
ways. The prophecy was fu l f i l led . 

50. 2 Ch ron ic les 24 :  1 6-22. After  the death of 
Jehoiada the pr iest ,  the pr inces of J udah led the 
peop le  i nto w ickedness .  Zechar iah ,  Jehoiada's 
son , p reached repentance and was stoned to 
death at the command of K ing Joash .  

5 1 . 2 Ch ron ic les 25 :5- 1 0 .  Amaz iah ,  Joash 's  son , was 
persuaded by a p rophet of God not to jo in with 
I s rael in a batt l e  agai nst the Edomites. 

52 . 2 Chron ic les 25 :  1 2- 1 3 .  D isg runt led I s rae l i tes,  
who were not a l lowed to f ight the Edomites,  fe l l  
u pon the unprotected peop le  of Judah and 
s laug htered m any of them . 

53. 2 Ch ron ic les 25 :  1 4- 1 6 .  Amaziah adopted the 
gods of the Edom ites as his own , which action 
b roug ht u pon him the j udgment of God . 

54 . 2 Ch ron ic les 26 :  1 - 1 5 . Uzziah (Azariah ) ,  son of 
Amaz iah ,  fol l owed the Lord . He had g reat m i l i tary 
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success ,  developed J udah 's  agr icu ltu re and 
an imal husban d ry ,  and strengthened Jerusa lem's 
fort i f icat ions against attack .  

55.  2 C h ron ic les 26 : 1 6-20 . Uzz iah 's  newfound 
strength caused h im pr ide .  Because he usu rped 
pr iesthood autho r i ty in the tem p le ,  he was struck 
with leprosy and was thereafte r iso lated from h is  
peop le .  

56 .  2 C h ron ic les 27 :4-5. Uzziah 's  son  Jotham fought 
aga inst the Ammon ites and made them 
t r ibutar ies .  

57 .  2 C h ron ic les 28 :6-8 .  After Pekah , son of  
Rema l iah ,  became k ing of I s rae l ,  he s lew many 
men of Judah and took others f rom Judah with 
the i r  goods as spoi l to Samar ia .  

58 .  2 C h ron ic les 28 :9- 1 4 . Obed , a p rophet of the 
Lord in I s rae l ,  u rged the I s rael i tes to retu rn the 
capt ives to t he i r  homes. Certai n heads of the tr i be 
of Eph ra im rose u p ,  assisted the captives ,  and 
retu rned them to Jer icho .  

59. 2 C h ron ic les 28 : 1 7- 1 9 .  The Edom ites and 
Amon ites attacked J u dah and brought the peop le  
very low. 

60. 2 C h ron ic les 29:4-36. Hezekiah ,  son of Ahaz ,  
u rged h i s  people t o  retu rn t o  t h e  Lord a n d  to 
c leanse and sanctify the Lord ' s  house.  They 
c leansed the Lord 's house and set the service of 
the house in order .  

6 1 . 2 C h ron ic les 30: 1 -27 .  Hezekiah invited I srael to 
jo in  with Judah at the Lord 's  house and ce lebrate 
the Passover .  Some refused and mocked h i s  
messen gers ,  but some accepted and were 
sanct i f ied and b lessed . 

62 . 2 C h ron ic les 3 1  : 2- 1 9 .  A l l  of I s rael that were i n  
J u d a h  overth rew false worship . Hezekiah u rged 
the people of both Judah and I s rael  to br ing in  
the i r t i thes and offe ri ngs  for  the su pport o f  the  
pr iests and Levites , and i t  was done .  

63 . 2 Ch ron ic les 3 1  : 20-2 1 . Hezekiah d id  much good 
among the t r ibes of both J udah and I s rael . 

64 .  2 C h ron ic les 32:2-8 .  When he learned that 
Assyr ia p lanned to i nvade Jerusa lem,  Hezekiah 
u rged the people to arm themselves and trust i n  
God . 

55. 2 Chron ic les 32: 1 5- 1 9 . Sennacher ib ,  throug h  h is 
servants ,  taunted the peop le  of Je rusalem to 
su rrender ,  say ing there was no de l iverance from 
his m ight .  

66. 2 C h ron ic les 32:22-29 . After  Sennacher ib 's  
defeat, H ezekiah obta ined g reat r iches and honor 
as a res u lt of h i s  h u m i l i ty and fa i th i n  God.  

67 .  2 C h ron ic les 33 : 1 1 - 1 7 . Manasseh ,  son of  
Hezekiah , was taken captive by the Assyr ians.  He  
h u m bled h imse l f  before God ,  was retu rned to  
Jerusalem ,  and endeavored to  serve God . 

68 . 2 C h ron ic les 35:2- 1 7 .  Jos iah u rged h is  peop le  to 
observe a passover feast i n  Je rusalem.  The feast 
they kept was l i ke no othe r  had been s i nce the 
days of Samue l .  



CHRONOLOGICAL CORRELATION 
OF THE KINGS OF ISRAEL AND OF JUDAH 

Kings of Kings of Scripture 
Judah Israel Accounts 

Rehoboam 930-9 1 3 B .C .  1 K ings 1 2 : 1 -24; 2 Chron ic les 
1 4 2 1 -3 1  9 3 1 - 1 2 : 1 6  

Jeroboam [ 930-909 B .C .  1 K ings 1 2 :25-
1 4 :20 

Abi jam 9 1 3-9 1 0 B .C .  1 K ings 1 5 : 1 -8 2 Ch ron ic les 1 3  

Asa 9 1 0-869 B .C .  1 K ings 1 5 :9-24 2 Chron ic les 
1 4 : 1 - 1 6 : 1 4  

Nadab 909-908 B C 1 K ings 1 5 :25-
Baasha 31 
E[ah 908-886 B .C 1 K ings 1 5 :32-
Z imr i  1 6 7 
Ti bn i  886-885 B .C .  1 K ings 1 6 : 8- 1 4 
Omri  885 B .C .  1 K ings 1 6 : 1 5-
Ahab 20 

885-880 B .C 1 K ings 1 6 : 2 1 -
22 

885-874 B .C 1 K ings 1 6 :23-
28 

874-853 B .C .  1 K ings 1 6 : 29-
22:40 

Jehoshaphat* 872-848 B .C .  1 K ings 22:4 1 - 2 Ch ron ic les 
50 1 7 : 1 -20 :37 

Ahaziah 853-852 B C 1 K ings 22: 5 1 -
2 K ings 1 

Joram/Jehoram 852-84 1 B C 2 K ings 2 1 -8 : 1 5  
Jehoram* 853-84 1 B .C .  2 K ings 8 : 1 6- 2 Ch ron ic les 2 1  

8 :24 
Ahaziah 84 1 B .C .  2 K ings 8 : 25-29 ; 

9 :27-29 

Jehu 84 1 -8 1 4 B C . 2 Kings 9: 1 -
1 0 36 

Atha[ iah 84 1 -835 B .C .  2 K ings 1 1  2 Ch ron ic les 
22: 1 0-23 : 2 1  

Joash/Jehoash 835-796 B .C .  2 K ings 1 2  2 Ch ron ic les 24 

Jehoahaz 8 1 4-798 B .C .  2 K ings 1 3 : 1 9  
Jehoash 798-782 B C 2 K ings 1 3 : 1 0-

25 

Amaziah 796-767 B .G .  2 K ings 1 4 : 1 -22 2 Ch ron ic les 25 

Jeroboam [ I  793-753 B .C .  2 K ings 1 4 :23-
29 

Azariah/Uzziah* 792-740 B .C .  2 K ings 1 5 : 1 -7 2 Ch ron ic les 26 

Zachariah 753 B .C .  2 K ings 1 5 : 8- 1 2 
Sha[ [ um 75 1 B .C  2 K ings 1 5 : 1 3-

1 5  
Menahem 752-742 B .C .  2 K ings 1 5 : 1 6-

22 
Pekah iah 742-740 B.C .  2 Kings 1 5 23-

26 
Pekah 752-740 B .C .  2 K ings 1 5 :27-

31  

Jotham* 750-732 B.G .  2 Kings 1 5 :32- 2 C h ron ic les 
38 27 1 -9 

Ahaz* 735-71 5 B .C .  2 K ings 1 6  2 Ch ron ic les 28 

Hoshea 732-722 B .C .  2 K ings 1 7 : 1 -23 
Hezekiah 7 1 5-686 B .C .  2 K ings 1 8 : 1 - 2 C h ron ic les 

20 21  29 1 -32 33 
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Kings of Kings of Scripture 
Judah Israel Accounts 

Manasseh* 697-642 B.C. 2 Kings 2 1 : 1 - 1 8  

Amon 642-640 B.C. 2 K ings 2 1 : 1 9-
26 

Josiah 640-609 B.C. 2 K ings 22: 1 -
23:30 

Jehoahaz 609 B.C. 2 Kings 23 :3 1 -
33 

Jehoiakiml 609-598 B.C. 2 K ings 23 :34-
E l iak im 24 : 7  

Jehoiach i n  598-597 B.C. 2 K ings 24 :8- 1 7 

Zedekiahl 597-586 B.C. 2 Kings 24: 1 8-
Mattan iah 25:26 

The dat i ng i n  th is  chart rep resents a consensus of common ly he ld v iews of 
scholars .  The dates are best taken as app roxi mate and may d iffer s l i ght ly from 
those in other  ch rono log ies .  

* Jo in t  ru le  
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2 Chron ic les 
33 : 1 -20 

2 Chron ic les 
33 : 2 1 -24 

2 Chron ic les 
33: 25-35 :27  

2 Chron ic les 
36: 1 -4 

2 Chron ic les 
36: 5-8 

2 Chron ic les 
36 :9- 1 0 

2 Chron ic les 
36 : 1 1 -2 1  
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